
4 October 2021 

Re: FOI request FOI-0050-201 - refusal of request  

Dear Ashley 

I refer to your request dated 7 September 2021 made under the Freedom of Information Act 2014, 

which was received on 7 September 2021 for records held by the EPA. Your request sought: 

Under the FOI Act, I would like to request a complete copy of the Water Abstraction Register without 
the following redactions which are made in the "public release" of the Register:  

• Named entity in Register, as opposed to Reg No
• Abstraction location, as opposed to Abstraction Point Code

• Eircode or GPS location, as opposed to Easting/Northing

I have now made a final decision on 1 October 2021 to refuse your request. The purpose of this letter 

is to explain that decision.  This explanation has the following parts: 

1. The records covered by your request.

2. An explanation of the relevant findings concerning the records to which access is denied.

3. A statement of how you can appeal this decision should you wish to do so.

This letter addresses each of these three parts in turn. 

1. Records relevant to your request

The EPA records water abstraction information in an internal database that stores the data submitted 

to the EPA under European Union (Water Policy) (Abstractions Registration) Regulations 2018 (S.I. No. 

261/2018).  

I enclose one record that the EPA considers relevant to your request. This is the public version of the 

abstraction database as of 30 September 2021.  



• Excel Spreadsheet ‘Abstraction Point Export 30.09.21’  

 

Please note: Public and Group water scheme data relating to drinking water abstractions are not 

included in this spreadsheet. 

 

Your request: 

 

• Named entity in Register, as opposed to Reg No 
o Identifying information on organsiations has been excluded and your access to these 

records is refused. 

• Abstraction location, as opposed to Abstraction Point Code   
o Grid references are rounded to the nearest kilometer to protect personal information 

and your access to these records is refused. 

• Eircode or GPS location, as opposed to Easting/Northing 
o Grid references are rounded to the nearest kilometer to protect personal information 

and your access to these records is refused. 

  

2. Findings, particulars and reasons for decisions to deny access  

The sections of the FOI Act which can apply to deny access to documents or parts of documents are 

known as its exemption provisions. 

1. As per Section 33 (1)(a) of the Freedom of Information Act 2014, we may refuse to grant a 
request in relation to a record if it could reasonably be expected to adversely affect the 
security of the State. Public and Group water scheme data have been omitted from the 
public release of the register in response to the EU direction (on the security of national 
assets, which include drinking water supply) on not publishing information and locations of 
drinking water sources. As disclosure of these locations would not be in the public interest 
due to possible security implications for the State, these are not included in the public 
version of the register.   
 

2. Information on the organisations, Eircodes and GPS locations have been excluded because 
Article 6 of the European Union (Water Policy) (Abstractions Registration) Regulations 2018 
(S.I. No. 261/2018) explicitly states that we are not to share information that contains 
personal details.  
 

3. As per Section 37(1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2014, requests shall be refused if 
access to the record would disclose personal information. As such, the grid references are 
rounded to the nearest kilometre to protect the identify of individual households and 
businesses, who may also use the abstracted water for private domestic use.   

 

3. Rights of appeal 

If you are unhappy with this decision you may appeal it. In the event that you need to make such an 

appeal, you can do so by writing to the Freedom of Information Unit, EPA, Johnstown Castle, County 

Wexford or by e-mail to foi@epa.ie.   

Your correspondence should include a fee of €30 for processing the appeal. Payment should be made 

by way of bank draft, money order, postal order or personal cheque made payable to the 

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2014/act/30/section/33/enacted/en/html#sec33
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32016L1148&from=EN
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2018/si/261/made/en/print
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2018/si/261/made/en/print
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2014/act/30/section/37/enacted/en/html#sec37
mailto:foi@epa.ie


Environmental Protection Agency. If you wish to make payment by electronic means, please contact 

foi@epa.ie.   

You should make your appeal within 4 weeks from the date of this notification, where a day is defined 

as a working day excluding, the weekend and public holidays. However, the making of a late appeal 

may be permitted in appropriate circumstances. The appeal will involve a complete reconsideration 

of the matter by a more senior member of the staff of this body. 

 

4. Publication  

All non-personal FOI requests will be recorded on an FOI disclosure log which will be published on the 

EPA website in due course. 

 

In addition, I note that you also submitted this request under both the AIE Regulations and the EU 
(Open Data and Re-use of Public Sector Information) Regulations 2021. 
 
Having reviewed your request in the context of the above two sets Regulations, I can confirm that: 
 

1. The outcome of any Decision made by the EPA under the EU (Access to Information on the 

Environment) Regulations 2007 to 2018, regarding your request, would have been to also 

refuse your request.  Please see Regulation 9(1) (a) relating to public security and Regulation 

8(a)(i) relating to personal information. 
2. The EU (Open Data and Re-use of Public Sector Information) Regulations 2021 do not apply to 

information which is exempt under the FOI Act 2014 and as provided for in Regulation 3(2)(d) 

(iii) & (v). 

 

Should you wish to discuss the above, please contact Paddy Morris at 01 2680100 or p.morris@epa.ie   

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mary Gurrie 
Water Programme Manager 
EPA Office of Evidence and Assessment  
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