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National Aquatic Environmental Chemistry Group (NAECG) 

 

Via Teams 

Minutes of 6th NAECG Meeting, 18/01/2021 

 

Attendees:  Stephen Fennell, EPA (SF), Chair 

Simon O’Toole, EPA (SOT) 

Caroline Bowden, EPA (CB-EPA) 

Mary Gurrie, EPA (MG-EPA) 

Brendan McHugh, Marine Institute (BMcH) 

Evin McGovern, Marine Institute (EM) 

Vincent Gallagher, GSI (VG) 

Valerie Hannon, Irish Water (VH) 

Lorraine Gaston, Irish Water (LG) 

Kenneth Conroy, Pesticide Registration Division, DAFM (KC) 

Paula Tracey, Waterways Ireland (PT) 

Joan Martin, The Local Authority Waters Programme (JM) 

Liz Nichol, Wood plc (LN) – for agenda item 2 

Rob Whiting, Wood plc (RW) – for agenda item 2 

Ian Keyte, Wood plc (IK) – for agenda item 2 

 

Apologies: Darren Byrne, Dept. of Communications, Climate Action & Environment 

Lorraine Currivan, EPA  

Mairead Glennon, GSI  

Donal Grant, Dept. of Housing, Planning & Local Government   

Colin Byrne, Dept. of Housing, Planning & Local Government 

 

All presentations are available on the EPA’s Sharefile service:  

https://epaireland.sharefile.com/home/shared/focb35b1-33bb-4c2f-ac66-3bf867179833 

 

Welcome and Introductions: 

SF welcomed the group to the meeting, and outlined the purpose of the meeting, namely for 

Wood plc to present the findings of Work Package 2 - Identify Candidate Substances that 

should be considered for Inclusion in a Future Scoping (Monitoring) Study to Determine their 

Presence, or otherwise, in Irish Water Bodies -  to the group. The findings of WP2 will inform 

WP3 which will be a screening exercise to identify possible substances of concern in Irish 

waters.  He explained that this meeting was postponed from November 2020, as the report 

wasn’t ready at that stage, and thanked members of the group for their cooperation with 

the report and especially for sharing their data sets with Wood. 

https://epaireland.sharefile.com/home/shared/focb35b1-33bb-4c2f-ac66-3bf867179833
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1. Approval of minutes: 

The minutes of the 5th NAECG meeting were approved.  Some actions recorded in the last 

meeting were addressed: 

• Thanks to all for comments sent on WP1 

• Waterways Ireland presentation will be delivered at the next meeting in April 

• Lorraine Currivan’s draft report will be circulated at a later date 

• Thanks to all for providing inputs to Cara O’Loughlin following her presentation on 

the forthcoming Inventory of Emissions to the EC 

2. Update on Review of Current River Basin Specific Pollutants – Work Package 2 (Liz Nichols 

& Ian Keyte, Wood E&IS)  

LN & IK gave an overview of the process used and the draft findings of WP2, which was to 

identify candidate substances that should be considered for inclusion in a future scoping 

(monitoring) study to determine their presence, or otherwise, in Irish water bodies. 

SF informed the group that the draft report on WP2 will be circulated shortly, and invited 

comments on the presentation. 

SOT elaborated on the hazard and exposure scoring vs data gathered, saying it was not an 

exact science, that there were gaps in the data but that an expert call had to be made on 

occasions. The information from WP2 will inform WP3 which may be a mixture of target and 

non-target screening. 

VH was curious about the inclusion of salicylic acid given its widespread use, and SOT replied 

that this and other substances (e.g. caffeine, parabens from sunscreen) are ubiquitous due to 

their widespread use and are likely to show up in the environment.  

PT was struck by the MCPA data (including lots of DW exceedances) and wondered if it points 

to a serious problem.  LG replied that it is seen because it is widely monitored (one of 48 

pesticides monitored by IW) and runs off land to rivers quite readily. 

LS asked whether there were any plans to use predictive modelling for substances with high 

usage in Ireland but for which little or no monitoring data is available.  LN advised that there 

were no plans to carry out this additional work and SF advised that the real test will be to see 

what substances are found in the environment under WP3. 

RW made the point that substances such as Chlorothalonil (wheat and barley fungicide) that 

are no longer approved for use, will be substituted by other substances that may also be 

problematic for the environment. 

LG wondered if limits of quantitation and their fitness for purpose were considered.  LN 

confirmed they weren’t, but that would warrant further investigation.  
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BMcH wondered when work on WP3 & WP4 would start, as this would inform planning for 

RBMP3.  SF advised this would be discussed further at the next meeting, but it is hoped that 

a 12-month period of screening could commence later this year. 

 

3. Date of Next Meeting: April 2021 – date tbc 

Actions: Comments back on WP2 report by 5th March 2021? 


