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Nitrates Expert Group 
 

Via Webex  
 

20th January 2021 
  

 

In attendance  
Dept. of Housing, Local Government & Heritage 
Donal Grant (Chair) 

Colin Byrne  
Nicola Gray 
Sorcha Ní Longphuirt 

 
Dept. of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 

Jack Nolan  
Bernard Harris 
Dymphna Kehoe 

Clare Casey 
 

EPA 
Jenny Deakin  
 

Teagasc 
David Wall 
 

 

1. Update from previous meeting 

There was no update as the previous meeting was cancelled.  

There was a discussion around the reduction figures in Ag-Climatise as 
well as the requirement in the green deal for a 50% reduction in water 

pollution by 2030. 
 

 
2. Public Consultation update 

The full list of submissions were not complied at this point.  DHLGH will 
send the spreadsheet of submissions and original submissions with the 
personal details redacted to DAFM.   

 
DHLGH spoke of the number of submissions and how they reflected the 

challenge we will face with this review. It was agreed by all to invite 
stakeholders to take part in bilateral engagement. 

 

 
3. Ag-Climatise targets and measures 
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This item was addressed during previous discussions. DAFM highlighted 
that targets and measures need to be brought in. 

 
 

4. Discussions with European Commission & next Committee 
meeting 

It was agreed that the group would present to the EU Nitrates Committee 

on the current water quality status and trends, changes to the agricultural 
sector, the derogation and amendments to the regulations.  

 

 
5. Roadmap for NAP review 

DHLGH has drafted a roadmap for review and will send it to group once it 
has been updated.  This will be refined as we work through the process. 

 

 
6. SEA/AA 

The Tender is drafted, and approval given for uploading on eTenders.  
DHLGH hopes to get contact signed within two months.  Contractor may 
need to sit in on some expert group meetings.  

 
 
7. Next Step 

Minutes to be circulate ASAP. 
 

8. AOB 
Bernard to organise a meeting with colleagues from the Netherlands, 
Denmark and potentially Flanders to share information. 

 
Donal welcomed Sorcha Ní Longphuirt to the Group. Sorcha will be 
assisting the Department on the Nitrates Group.   

 
 

 
 
 

 


