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National Aquatic Environmental Chemistry Group (NAECG) 

 

Via Teams 

Minutes of 7th NAECG Meeting, 26/04/2021 

 

Attendees:  Pat Byrne, EPA (PB), Chair 

Simon O’Toole, EPA (SOT) 

Caroline Bowden, EPA (CB-EPA) 

Mary Gurrie, EPA (MG-EPA) 

Brendan McHugh, Marine Institute (BMcH) 

Evin McGovern, Marine Institute (EMcG) 

Mairead Glennon (MG), GSI  

Donal Grant, Dept. of Housing, Planning & Local Government (DG)  

Darren Byrne, Dept. of Communications, Climate Action & Environment (DB) 

Lorraine Gaston, Irish Water (LG) 

Kenneth Conroy, Pesticide Registration Division, DAFM (KC) 

Paula Tracey, Waterways Ireland (PT) 

Valerie Hannon, Irish Water (VH) 

 

Apologies: Joan Martin, The Local Authority Waters Programme  

Colin Byrne, Dept. of Housing, Planning & Local Government 

Lorraine Currivan, EPA  

 

Unable to Join MS Teams: Ray Thomas, NIEA 

 

All presentations are available on the EPA’s Sharefile service:  

https://epaireland.sharefile.com/home/shared/focb35b1-33bb-4c2f-ac66-3bf867179833 

 

Welcome and Introductions: 

PB welcomed the group to the meeting and introduced himself as the new Programme 

Manager for this work area, replacing Stephen Fennell.  There followed a tour de table 

where everyone briefly introduced themselves and mentioned their work areas. 

1. Approval of minutes: 

The minutes of the 6th NAECG meeting were approved without amendment.   

2. Review of Current River Basin Specific Pollutants Project (CB)  

https://epaireland.sharefile.com/home/shared/focb35b1-33bb-4c2f-ac66-3bf867179833
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This project comprises four Work Packages (WP) and CB gave an outline of the work done in 

WP1 and WP2 (now complete) and the plans for WP3. The presentation is available on 

Sharefile. 

BMcH wondered if PNECs were available for non-target screening, and if we need to screen 

for all SPs in marine if not found.  We will wait to see what approach the tender applicants 

take. Target LoQs have been set at 1/3 of PNECs for target screening. The EPA and Marine 

Institute are members of the NORMAN Network and can avail of the verified information in 

the NORMAN Ecotoxicology Database.  Similar to the PS/PHS scoping study, it is expected that 

if SPs are demonstrated not to be present in the marine environment there is no need to 

continue monitoring. 

LG wondered if compounds in the new DW directive were to be included. These will be 

covered by the NTS part of the tender. 

EMcG noted that with suites of contaminants there is often no benefit in excluding one e.g. 

xylene, as toluene still need to be measured. He added some SPs are not relevant to marine, 

but others e.g. anti-foulants need on-going monitoring in certain areas such as harbours and 

marinas. 

Regarding the option to publish the reports of WP1 & WP2, all agreed it was a good idea, but 

some wondered if they should be promoted or just published, and if so what else from NAECG 

should be published (minutes of meetings etc). MG offered to host the reports on the GSI 

website when they are published. 

DG suggested we need to have a context piece to explain how this work fits into the overall 

work of NAECG and its member agencies.  DB added this text could feed into high level 

strategy and policy areas such as CION’s (European Commission) Farm to Fork (F2F) Strategy 

and Zero Pollution Ambition.  SOT added it was important to remind people of the reasons for 

establishing NEACG and the desire for this type of collaborative work to continue into the 

future. 

Actions: 

• CB to circulate presentation and sampling locations for WP3 

• CB to draft context piece to accompany WP1 & WP2 when published. 

3. Components of Emerging Concern in the Marine Environment (BMcH) 

BMcH gave a presentation on the CONnECT (CONtaminants of Emerging Concern and Threat 

in the marine environment) project noting that non-target screening in digitally-stored 

samples  can be retrospectively applied for a large variety of substances.  It also highlighted 

how harmonised quality-controlled data could aid a European Early Warning System for 

Chemicals and pollution source tracking. Non-target screening for biota can cost 

approximately €2.5k per sample. 
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4. Linear Alkyl-Benzenes (LAB) in the Grand Canal Basin (PT)  

PT’s presentation highlighted the new protocol in place for the ESB Networks to notify LAs of 

any leaks from fluid-filled underground electricity cables going forward. In response to 

questions, PT confirmed that the 40L leak threshold for investigation was based on UK best 

practice, and GW comes within the scope of this investigation.  PT added that the ESBI data 

(assessments) was publicly available.  She also added that risks associated with hydraulic locks 

in the Shannon-Erne waterway are being assessed.  BMcH wondered if perfluoroinated 

compounds (PFCs) were considered and EMcG wondered if remediation work would be done 

if a plume of LAB is found in GW.  PT noted that she understood remediation may be the 

conclusion of the assessments following site investigations. 

5. Update on EC Matters (DG)   

The DG ENV Working Group on Chemicals is currently revising substance dossiers for updating 

the PS list – this normally occurs every 6 years but was last done in 2013, so it is overdue.  

CION is hoping to publish the revised PS list in 2023.  Eleven substances/groups of substances 

are listed for possible inclusion, with three for possible deselection (however criteria for 

deselection not agreed yet).  Next WG meeting is on 29th April. 

WG Chemicals will also discuss the mandate for the next three years of the Common 

Implementation Strategy (CIS). 

6. Future Work Activities (All)  

DG suggested considering the marine area, specifically the Shellfish Regulations, including 

assessing existing EQSs.  NAECG could have an oversight role in this, and MI would be happy 

to have this input. 

The EPA thanked KC and BMcH for their participation and invaluable input to the Steering 

Committees for WP1 and WP2 and also acknowledged the input from the NAECG members. 

7. Date of Next Meeting: September 2021 – date tbc 


