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National Aquatic Environmental Chemistry Group (NAECG) 

 

Via Teams 

Minutes of 5th NAECG Meeting, 29/09/2020 

 

Attendees:  Stephen Fennell, EPA (SF), Chair 

Simon O’Toole, EPA (SOT), Minutes 

Lorraine Currivan, EPA (LC) 

Caroline Bowden, EPA (CB-EPA) 

Mary Gurrie, EPA (MG-EPA) 

Mairead Glennon, GSI (MG) 

Brendan McHugh, Marine Institute (BMcH) 

Valerie Hannon, Irish Water (VH) 

Kenneth Conroy, Pesticide Registration Division, DAFM (KC) 

Donal Grant, Dept. of Housing, Planning & Local Government (DG)  

Ray Thomas, Northern Ireland Environment Agency (RT) 

Paula Tracey, Waterways Ireland (PT) 

Joan Martin, The Local Authority Waters Programme (JM) 

Cara O’Loughlin, EPA (COL) 

Shane O’Boyle, EPA (SOB) 

Liz Nichol, Wood plc (LN) – for agenda item 2 

Rob Whiting, Wood plc (RW) – for agenda item 2 

 

Apologies: Darren Byrne, Dept. of Communications, Climate Action & Environment 

Evin McGovern, Marine Institute  

Andrew Boylan, Irish Water 

Colin Byrne, Dept. of Housing, Planning & Local Government 

 

All presentations are available on the EPA’s Sharefile service:  

https://epaireland.sharefile.com/home/shared/foe1e274-939b-46b6-a952-404075318297 

 

Welcome and Introductions: 

SF welcomed the group to the meeting, reminding everyone that the meeting scheduled for 

spring 2020 was cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

1. Approval of minutes: 

The minutes of the 4th NAECG meeting were approved, with two minor amendments.   

https://epaireland.sharefile.com/home/shared/foe1e274-939b-46b6-a952-404075318297
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2. Update on Review of Current River Basin Specific Pollutants – Work Package 1 (Liz Nichols, 

Wood E&IS)  

SF gave some background to the work carried out by consultants Wood E&IS. They were the 

successful tenderer in a competition run earlier in 2020 to look at two work packages relating 

to river basin specific pollutants (RBSPs): 

 

WP1: Review the current list of Specific Pollutants included in Table 10 of S.I. No. 272 of 2009 

and advise whether each substance should be retained or removed from the list.   

WP2: Identify candidate substances which should be considered for inclusion in future scoping 

(monitoring) study to determine their presence, or otherwise, in Irish water bodies 

A draft report on WP1 was circulated to this group in advance of this meeting, and LN 

presented her work, requesting comments be sent to this group (via SF) by 16th October.  

 

There followed a discussion among the group: 

MG wondered how the quality of the data was considered.  She also commented on 

background of (particularly) metals copper and zinc and the effects of water hardness.  She 

offered GSI data on natural mineralisation of zinc in Ireland. 

LN confirmed that data wasn’t quality checked but was taken at face value on the assumption 

that it had been checked already.  She added that the data can be made available in Excel 

format so it can be interrogated further by the members of NAECG. 

MG-EPA wondered about the decision-making process to remove substances from SP list 

SF replied that the decision-making process will require careful consideration and monitoring 

data is only one factor to consider. 

DG commented that this work is a snapshot in time and is very valuable for setting a 

framework for how we approach this work in the future. 

VH commented that certain parameters (e.g. toluene) can produce results that reflect the 

treatment the effluent receives at wastewater plants, e.g. primary, secondary or tertiary 

treatment. 

BMcH commented that there needs to be some clarification of the definitions between site 

and location e.g. if there is an issue at a location there may be more monitoring there which 

could skew data.  He also suggested that we should consider the spatial component of the 

data and look at different compartments such as river, biota, sediments etc 

 

3. Discussion on Initial Findings from WP1 (Simon O’Toole, EPA) 

SOT gave this presentation providing further context on the recommendations from the Wood 

report. There were no questions or comments arising. 

  



 

3 
 

 

4. Target and Non-Target Contaminant Screening in Marine Biota: a pilot study (Brendan 

McHugh, MI) 

BMcH presented work carried out by MI on a Target and non-target screening pilot project 

they have carried out, including using bird eggs as a suitable matrix for screening 

There were several comments from the group: 

SF commented that this is very valuable work that can feed into future policy 

RT asked about the screening methodology used and BMcH said details were in the report 

that he can share with people if they contact him directly. 

PT thanked BMcH for a fascinating presentation saying it makes us reflect on non-target 

substances we don’t know enough about, giving the example of the linear alky-benzenes that 

leaked into the Grand Canal Basin. They weren’t targeted in screening so were not found.  SF 

asked PT if she would say more on this at our next meeting. 

5. State Agencies Analytical Capacity & Capability (Lorraine Currivan, EPA) 

LC gave an update on this work  

SF stated that this was one of the first tasks NAEGC wanted to address, acknowledging it is a 

complex task requiring inputs from other organisations. LC will circulate the draft findings by 

mid-October, advising that it is still possible to include additional information on analysis 

capabilities. 

6. Ireland’s Inventory of Emissions report to the EC (Cara O’Loughlin, EPA) 

COL gave an overview of this project and asked members of NAECG to share any relevant 

information they may have, initially for the reporting period 2013-2019. 

7. Update on EC matters (Donal Grant, DHPLG) 

The new Watch List was published in August. The old one had eight substances, three are 

retained and six new substances or groups have been added. Cion tried make a late addition 

(1,2,3-triazole), but this was not accepted by the MS.  

In Nov 2019 Cion wrote to Ireland in relation to a non-compliance regarding the incomplete 

transposition of the PS Directive.  DG noted that Cion wasn’t questioning the 

implementation of the requirements of the Directive.  Most issues were minor and could be 

fixed with simple legislative amendments – probably in conjunction with an update of WL – 

by end of 2020. 

A review of the EQS directive seems unlikely at present, but DG confirmed that the focus 

remains on water rather than other matrices. (Update: On 30th September Cion announced 
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they were finalising work on EQS dossiers and asked for comments on the substances and 

nominations for expert contributors and possibly rapporteurs by 8th October). 

8. AOB & Date of Next Meeting 

SF asked for comments on WP1 to be forward by mid-October. A date will be set for an 

additional meeting before year end where Wood will present the findings from WP2 and 

further discussions be will held on the recommendations from WP1.  He again thanked all 

participants for providing their data to Wood to facilitate the production of the report. 

 

Actions from meeting 

• Comments from all on WP1 by 16th October 

• SF to invite Paula Treacy to present on the issue of leaked linear alkyl-benzenes to the 
Grand Canal Basin at the next meeting 

• LC draft report to all by mid-October 

• Request for all to share relevant data from 2013-2019 with Cara O’Loughlin for the 
Inventory of Emissions report 

 


