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Re: AIE request AIE 32-1-2021 

 

Dear Ashley, 

 

I refer to the request you made under the European Communities (Access to Information 

on the Environment) Regulations 2007 to 2018 (S.I. No. 133 of 2007, S.I. No. 662 of 

2011, S.I. 615 of 2014 and S.I. No. 309 of 2018) (hereafter referred to as the AIE 

Regulations) for access to information held by the Office of Public Works (OPW).  Your 

AIE request dated 26 October 2021 is as follows;  

 

Under the AIE regulations, to request details on completed and planned projects by the 

OPW that fall within the phrase ‘Appropriate Assessment Determination Statements‘ for 

2021 and 2022 

Note:  

- these are the last published lists and appears to only gives details of projects when 

completed:  

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/c8a51-2019-opw-site-specific-appropriate-

assessments/# 

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/51b4f-2020-appropriate-assessment-screening-

determinations/ 

 

Decision 

Following identification of records that relate to your request, I made a decision to grant 

your request on 25 November 2021. 

 

Consideration of your request 

In your request, you referred to published lists relating to completed appropriate 

assessments of arterial drainage schemes for the years 2019 and 2020. You are now 

seeking details for 2021 and 2022 in respect of completed and planned projects. I have 

consulted with colleagues in the relevant business units to ascertain what records exist 

within the scope of your request. 

By way of context, the following section provides some background information on the 

OPW’s Arterial Drainage Maintenance and sets out how Appropriate Assessment 

documentation is published by the OPW and addresses the issue of completed and 

planned projects. 

  

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/c8a51-2019-opw-site-specific-appropriate-assessments/
https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/c8a51-2019-opw-site-specific-appropriate-assessments/
https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/51b4f-2020-appropriate-assessment-screening-determinations/
https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/51b4f-2020-appropriate-assessment-screening-determinations/
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Arterial Drainage Schemes and Appropriate Assessment 

Following the passing of the Arterial Drainage Act, 1945, the OPW began investigations 

to determine where Arterial Drainage Schemes would be expedient and economically 

viable. The implementation of the Schemes began in the late-1940s. The amendment to 

the Arterial Drainage Act in 1995 has changed the OPW focus from carrying out large 

scale catchment wide schemes for agricultural purposes to works on a more localised 

basis for the protection of property. The OPW has a statutory duty to maintain the 

schemes that have been completed in proper repair and effective condition. 

 

Today, the OPW’s annual arterial drainage maintenance works programme provides 

drainage outfall for 260,000 hectares (650,000 acres) of agricultural lands and comprises 

11,500km (7,150 miles) of river channel and approximately 800km (500 miles) of 

embankments and are providing a level of protection from flooding to urban areas, critical 

infrastructure, including in excess of 20,000 properties. These maintenance works are 

carried out in accordance with relevant legislation, through a range of environmental 

assessments, including Strategic Environmental Assessments, Appropriate Assessments 

and Ecological Assessments, supported by widespread stakeholder consultation. 

Information on environmental activities and associated environmental assessments and 

studies are available on the OPW website. This maintenance work is organised on a 

regional basis, with headquarters in Limerick, Headford, Co. Galway and Trim, Co. 

Meath. 

 

All works projects have an Appropriate Assessment (AA) prior to works being 

completed. Documentation relating to AA decisions made, including determination 

statements and screening determinations, are published on the OPW website and 

categorised into the year that the assessment decision was made. The works themselves 

may take place at some time after this, even into the following year.   

 

Documentation relating to future AA decisions to be made during 2022 will be published 

on the OPW website when those decisions are made. 

 

The AAs for arterial drainage maintenance are displayed on the OPW website under three 

categories as follows: 

1. OPW Schemes; which includes the national framework of arterial drainage 

maintenance catchment wide AAs that are reviewed and updated on a five year cycle.  

On the OPW website, each catchment subfolder displayed contains the AA Screening 

Report, the Natura Impact Statement (NIS) where relevant and the AA Determination 

Statement. 

 

This category of AA information includes works for 2022 and beyond. Each NIS 

describes the works i.e. arterial drainage maintenance for each catchment and 

conducts the assessment.  
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Example: 

Bonet Scheme (Leitrim): The OPW has assessed the arterial drainage maintenance 

works as published in the NIS for 2019 to 2023 and a Determination Statement issued 

in 2019. The AA for these works will be revised and updated in 2023 for the 2024 – 

2028 works. 

 

2. OPW Site Specific Appropriate Assessments: Additional AAs are carried out for 

certain site specific works and the NIS and associated Determination Statement 

are published on the OPW website and categorised according to the year in which 

the AA decision was made.  

 

Any arterial drainage maintenance works to happen in 2022 that require a site 

specific assessment will be assessed in the early part of 2022 but these works are 

not identified at present. A new folder will be created on the OPW website for 

2022 and any additional site specific assessments for arterial drainage 

maintenance will be published here. 

 

3. Appropriate Assessments Screening Determination OPW Schemes: This displays 

the Screening Determinations made where the AA was screened out at Stage 1, 

i.e. has not advanced to NIS stage. These screened out decisions have been 

recorded separately on the website to help with clarity and are set out by year of 

decision. A new folder will be created on the OPW website for 2022 and any 

additional AA Screening Determination for arterial drainage maintenance will be 

published here. 

 

The OPW is continuously adding to the volume of information being made available on 

the OPW website. Further to a recent change in legislation, all Natura Impact Statements 

going forward will form part of a public consultation process by the OPW, again using 

the OPW website. 

 

3. Access to records   

As outlined in the preceding section, the records relevant to your request are published 

on the OPW website and are available for viewing and download at the following link: 

 

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/4ee2fc-appropriate-assessment/ 

 

I am attaching a screenshot of the linked webpage showing the current layout of the 

information. If you have any difficulty with viewing or accessing any of the documents, 

please let me know and I can make alternative arrangements. If you require any further 

information, please let me know. 

 

4. Right of review 
Under Article 11 of the AIE Regulations you have a right to request an internal review of 

this decision. An internal review involves a complete reconsideration of the matter by a 

https://www.gov.ie/en/collection/4ee2fc-appropriate-assessment/
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member of the staff of the OPW, unconnected with the original decision, of the same or 

higher rank than the original decision-maker, who may affirm, vary or annul the original 

decision.   

 

If you wish to request an internal review, you can do so by writing to foiunit@opw.ie, 

referring to this decision, quoting the reference AIE 32-1-2021. This request must be 

made within one month of the date of receipt of this decision. The decision of an internal 

review will be communicated to you within one month of receipt of your request for an 

internal review. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

_____Niall Murphy_________ 

Niall Murphy 

Engineering Services 

25 November 2021 


