
 
 North-South Standing Scientific Committee on Inland Fisheries 

 
Background 
 
The inland fisheries resource on the island of Ireland shares common biological, 

habitat and species conservation issues.  To support this common interest the 

Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment (DCCAE) and its 

agency Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) from the Republic of Ireland (ROI), the 

Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) from Northern 

Ireland and the Loughs Agency (LA) a North South Implementation Body and have 

been cooperating and sharing scientific expertise and advice over a number of years.   

 

Last year, a North South Fisheries Liaison Group was established to consider 

operational issues such as Fisheries Management, Policy, Legislation, Protection, 

Angling Promotion & Development and the Sharing of Data and Information.   

 

Ministers at North South Ministerial Council (NSMC) noted that the Loughs Agency, 

Inland Fisheries Ireland and the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural 

Affairs are responsible for the management of inland fisheries in their areas of 

operation.  Each of the Bodies have overlapping and complementary functions and 

the opportunities, risks and issues faced are broadly similar.  It was recognised that a 

collaborative forum comprising the three Bodies is of benefit.  The focus of the 

North/South Fisheries Liaison Group will be to identify and address areas of common 

interest and share information on research, management, conservation, protection, 

development and promotion of inland fisheries. The Terms of Reference agreed by 

the Forum include the establishment of a North South scientific committee providing 

advice to all inland fisheries bodies across all species (and other issues). 

 

To support this agreement the Terms of Reference for a North-South Standing 

Scientific Committee for Inland Fisheries (NSSSCIF) have been developed.  

 

 
 



 
Terms of Reference of the North-South Standing Scientific Committee on Inland 

Fisheries 
 

 
Functions of the Standing Scientific Committee 

The main purpose of the North-South Standing Scientific Committee for Inland 

Fisheries (NSSSCIF) is to provide scientific advice relating to the conservation and 

sustainable exploitation of the inland fisheries resource with advice provided in 

response to requests from Department of Communications, Climate Action and 

Environment (DCCAE) and its agency Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) from Ireland (IRL), 

the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) from 

Northern Ireland (NI) and the Loughs Agency (LA) a North-South Implementation 

Body. Consideration should also be given to the co-ordination and effective use of 

scientific resources for data collection and research projects linked to the above. 

 
Membership of the NSSSCIF 

The CEO of IFI, in consultation with DCCAE, DAERA & the LA shall appoint a 

Chairperson, who shall be an official of IFI, to manage and co-ordinate the work of 

the Committee.  This appointment will be reviewed with re-appointments made 

every 5 years.  

 

The permanent membership of the Committee shall be comprised of the 

Chairperson and five expert scientific or technical advisors appointed from within 

their resources by IFI, DAERA and the LA.  IFI and DAERA shall appoint two scientific 

advisors each with the LA appointing one.   All appointments to the Committee will 

be for a period of 5 years. 

 

The Chairperson may invite additional technical or scientific expert advisors to 

contribute to the NSSSCIF on an ad-hoc or temporary basis to enable the provision of 

additional expert scientific or scientific support when dealing with specific species 

related matters.  Such appointments may be for a fixed period or for specific 

meetings.   

 



The Chairperson may establish Expert Groups drawn from within the membership of 

the Committee, or additional invitees as required, to advise and contribute on any 

particular species, aquatic habitat or biosecurity issues.  

 

Where the Chairperson causes a specialist Expert Group to be established, that 

Group may appoint an acting Chairperson to co-ordinate the work of the Group and 

to report to the Chairperson of the Committee.  Reports generated from the Expert 

Group will be reviewed and finalised by the Committee.  

 
Procedures 

Any travel and subsistence costs shall be payable from the members’ own respective 

Agency. Inland Fisheries Ireland shall provide the secretariat to the Committee. 

 

The Committee shall meet as often as necessary to complete their work programme. 

The location of meetings will be rotated between the agencies represented on the 

Committee. 

 

The Committee shall allocate the work having regard to the particular specialist 

expertise of individual members. 

 

The Committee shall keep a record of their deliberations, research findings, 

communications and reports. 

 

The report of the Committee shall be deemed to be the report of the full Committee 

and shall be provided to IFI, DCCAE, DAERA & the LA as such. Individual members will 

still provide scientific advice to their respective agencies as is their current role. 

Reports of the Committee shall be published. 
 
 


