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Background 

The North-South Standing Scientific Committee for Inland Fisheries (NSSSCIF) was 

recently formed to support the provision of scientific advice relating to the 

conservation and sustainable exploitation of the inland fisheries resource with advice 

provided in response to requests from Department of Communications, Climate 
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Action and Environment (DCCAE) and its agency Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFI) from 

Ireland (IRL), the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) 

from Northern Ireland (NI) and the Loughs Agency (LA) a North-South 

Implementation Body.   This group was also tasked to give consideration to the co-

ordination and effective use of scientific resources for data collection and research 

projects linked to the above.    The NSSSCIF Term of Reference (TOR) facilitates 

the formation of Expert Groups drawn from within the membership of the Committee, 

or additional invitees as required, to advise and contribute on any particular species, 

aquatic habitat or biosecurity issues.    To this end the NSSSCIF has established an 

expert group to provide scientific advice to guide the NSSSCIF and IFI management 

in the decisions and policy development relating to salmon.   

 

Purpose 

The NSSSCIF requests the Expert Group on Salmon to provide an annual report (on 

the status of salmon stocks, as outlined in Appendix A, for the purpose of advising 

the North South Standing Scientific Committee on Inland Fisheries on the 

sustainable management of Irish salmon stocks.  The NSSSCIF may also request 

the Expert Group on Salmon (EGS) to offer scientific advice on the implications of 

proposed management decisions or policies on salmon or seek advice on scientific 

matters in relation to salmon. All scientific advice provided by EGS will be considered 

by the NSSSCIF and presented as independent advice. 

 

Procedures 

Any travel and subsistence costs shall be payable from the EGS members’ own 

respective Agency.  

 

The EGS shall meet as often as necessary to complete their work programme. The 

location of meetings will be rotated between the agencies represented on the 

Committee. 

 

The EGS shall allocate the work having regard to the particular specialist expertise 

of individual members. 
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The EGS shall keep a record of their deliberations, research findings, 

communications and reports. 

 

The EGS may appoint an acting Chairperson to co-ordinate the work of the Group 

and to report to the Chairperson NSSSCIF. 

 

 

Appendix A: 

 

For the purpose of advising the North South Standing Scientific Committee on Inland 

Fisheries, the Expert Group on Salmon shall estimate the overall abundance of 

salmon returning to rivers in the State with reference of river-specific conservations 

limits. 

 

The Expert Group on Salmon shall carry out an assessment of salmon stocks using 

internationally accepted best scientific practice which should demonstrate whether: 

 

a. conservation limits are being or likely to be attained on an individual 

river basis; and  

 

b. favourable conservation status is being attained within Special Areas of 

Conservation (SACs) and nationally as required under the Habitats 

Directive or otherwise.  

 

The assessment shall take account of mixed-stock fishing on salmon stocks 

including the potential effects on freshwater salmon populations from rivers other 

than those targeted.  

 

In cases where stocks are determined to be below conservation limits, the Expert 

Group shall advise the level to which catches should be reduced or other measures 

adopted on a fishery basis in order to ensure a high degree of probability of meeting 

the conservation limits. 
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The Expert Group shall respond to the NSSCIF relating to specific requests for 

scientific advice using best international practice? 

 

The Expert Group shall provide the North South Standing Scientific Committee on 

Inland Fisheries with an independent annual report, which contains the following 

information: 

 

a) an annual overview of the status of Irish salmon stocks on an individual river 

basis.  

 

b) catch advice with an assessment of risks associated with the objective of 

meeting conservation limits in all rivers. 

 

c) upon request an evaluation of the effects on salmon stocks and fisheries of 

management measures or policies. 

 

d) upon request from the NSSSCIF, report on specific scientific advice relating to 

salmon conservation.  

.  

 

 


