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Complaint to the Commission of the European Communities about the Government of 

Ireland’s failure to comply with Community law. 

 

 

Subject of Complaint: Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997, Ireland, hereafter referred to as 

the ‘Act’. 

  

 

1.  Application of S. 19 (4), of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997, Ireland. 

(The impugned section of the act permits the indefinite operation of marine open cage salmon 

farms, with expired licenses, pending licence renewal and thereby avoiding the application 

of the provisions of the Habitats Directive and the Environmental Impact Assessment 

Directive). 

 

 2.Non-Transposition of Environmental Impact Assessment Directive 85/337/EEC 

2011//92/EU. 

 

(The Act has not been amended to transpose Article 11 of the Environmental Impact 

Assessment Directive; 85/337/EEC – 2011//92/EU, i.e. Arhus Convention Rights to 

information, participation, and access to justice without prohibitive cost in environmental 

decision making). 
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INTRODUCTION 

Salmon Watch Ireland (‘SWIRL’) is a not for profit organisation focussed on the protection and 

restoration to abundance of wild Atlantic salmon.  The population of wild salmon has been in 

severe decline due to a myriad of causes including the effects of poorly sited, inadequately 

regulated and managed marine open cage salmon farms.  

 

• The Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 1997, encompasses Ireland’s legislative and licensing 

framework for aquaculture in Ireland.  This complaint addresses two significant defects of 

the 1997 Act in relation to EU law: 

o The perpetuation in the operation of salmon farms when their licences have time 

expired and thereby avoid their having to undertake an Appropriate Assessment 

associated with licence extensions. 

o The failure of the Irish government to import into the Act provisions of the 

Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive, 2011/92/EU, Article 11, in 

respect of access to justice; (i.e. Arhus Rights). 

  

The continued operation of open cage salmon farms with expired licences is an unacceptable and 

anti-competitive practice when other enterprises and authorities across the EU strive economically 

and legally to comply with the rigorous requirements of both Directives. 

It is to be hoped that this complaint will result in DG Environment indicating to the Irish 

government that continuation of salmon farm operations under section 19(4) is no longer 

acceptable due to incompatibility with the Habitats Directive and the Environmental Impact 

Assessment Directive and that the failure to include the 'Arhus Rights' within the legislation 

relating to aquaculture in Ireland, specifically the 1997 Act, greatly prejudices public participation 

in decision making in this sector. 

 

Ultimately SWIRL seeks enforcement of the provisions of the Directives by the Commission.  
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PART 1 

 

S. 19A (4) of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997 

Failure to satisfy Articles 2(1) and 4(2) of the EIA Directive as amended and Article 6(3) of 

the Habitats Directive for Annex II species Atlantic salmon. 

 

Section 19A (4) of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997 (‘S19A (4)’) was introduced as an 

amendment by Section 101 of the Sea Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act of 2006 (‘the 2006 

Act’).  

It has the effect of permitting marine salmon farms with expired licences, awaiting renewal, to 

continue in operation indefinitely.  This has enabled salmon farms to remain in an unauthorised 

operational status, without any valid licence in force to permit their continuation.   

The relevant section of the legislation is as follows: 

Section 19A (4) 

(4) A licensee who has applied for the renewal or further renewal of an aquaculture licence 

shall, notwithstanding the expiration of the period for which the licence was granted or renewed 

but subject otherwise to the terms and conditions of the licence, be entitled to continue the 

aquaculture or operations in relation to aquaculture authorised by the licence pending the 

decision on the said application.” 1 

A list of the open cage salmon farms with expired licences but continuing to operate under S.19A 

(4) of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997 is set out in Appendix B. 

The open cage salmon farms listed in Appendix B are operating by ‘reliance’ on expired licenses. 

They are not licensed by a valid current licence, as required pursuant to the licensing framework 

in Ireland.  They have not been licensed for many years and yet they continue to operate by virtue 

of S 19A (4).  The lack of a valid current licence permits their operation without Appropriate 

Assessment in relation to the adverse environmental impacts of such marine salmon farms.   

 

As a result, it would appear that all Irish salmon farms now operating are under S19A (4) 

provisions and are now effectively entitled to operate in perpetuity based on that section, with 

licenses that have expired many years ago. 

The unique provisions of S. 19 (4) of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997, permit salmon farms 

to operate in or adjacent to European Sites indefinitely, with long expired licenses. Salmon 

 
1 S 19A (4) Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997, as inserted by S 101 of the Sea Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006, Ireland 
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farming, being ‘Intensive Fish Farming’, is an activity to which the Environmental Impact 

Assessment Directive, 85/337/EEC – 2011//92/EU, and specifically Article 4(2) & Annex II 1. (f) 

thereof, specifically apply.   

Under Irish and EU law a valid licence is required to operate intensive marine salmon farms.  

Nonetheless, salmon farms are being allowed to operate indefinitely in Ireland, long after their 

licenses have expired, without ever having undergone Appropriate Assessment. To permit such 

salmon farms to operate indefinitely in such circumstances, with an expired licence only, appears 

both irregular and irrational.  It also appears to conspire in the breaching of EU law in 

circumstances where the unlicensed fish farms continue without Appropriate Assessment, where 

such assessments are clearly required, in and near EU Sites and in respect of an Annex II species.   

There appears to be  uncertainty on the part of the Irish authorities themselves about the status of 

S19A(4) as the following quotation from an internal DAFM memo, relating to licence breaches at 

an open cage salmon farm operating under this section attests: 

‘An additional issue in this case is the statutory entitlement to operate which applies given that 

operations are subject to Section 19(A)4 of the 1997 Fisheries (Amendment) Act (see Section 2 

above}. Section 19(A)4 is the means by which most of Ireland's aquaculture industry (shellfish 

and finfish) has continued to function while the "Appropriate Assessment" procedure has been 

rolled out in respect of NATURA bays. The continued applicability of Section 19(A)4 has not 

been without controversy as environmental NGO' s have asserted that it allows aquaculture 

operators to continue to function without a licence (and the environmental impact analysis that 

goes with consideration of licences).  

However, the State has successfully argued that the continued applicability of Section 19(A)4 is 

essential to the survival of the industry pending completion of the "Appropriate Assessment" 

process. The EU Commission has, at least tacitly, accepted this position following confirmation 

from the national authorities that no new licences would be issued or existing licences renewed 

until a full "Appropriate Assessment" is available for the NATURA bays in which the 

aquaculture in question takes place. It is clear however that a breach of licence conditions by 

any operator while operating under Section 19(A}4 weakens the whole basis for this measure 

and lends substantial credence to the NGO argument. If NGO's, via the Courts, or via 

approaches to the EU Commission succeeded in having Section 19(A)4 overturned on the basis 

that it is not policed adequately by the State there would undoubtedly be serious consequences 

for both the finfish and shellfish industry. It is reasonable to argue, and no doubt would be 

argued by NGO's, that the facility provided by Section 19(A)4 places an enhanced obligation on 

the State to ensure compliance by operators’2 

 
2 Memo by John Quinlan, Principal Officer, Aquaculture and Foreshore Management Division, Department of Agriculture, Food and 

the Marine (‘DAFM’) to the Secretary General, Assistant Secretary General and Runai Aire (secretary) to the Minister dated 21/12/16 
(section 10, page 10) and obtained by the Friends of the Irish Environment under the Freedom of Information Act 
https://www.friendsoftheirishenvironment.org/images/pdf/MH_overstocking_documents_11.09.17_reduced.pdf 
 

https://www.friendsoftheirishenvironment.org/images/pdf/MH_overstocking_documents_11.09.17_reduced.pdf
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Adverse Regulatory Impact of S19A (4). 

It is the contention of Salmon Watch Ireland that non-compliance continues to be an issue in 

respect of open cage salmon farms operating under S19A (4). 

The indefinite continuance of salmon farms whose licenses have expired is not a ‘victimless 

crime’.  It has environmentally damaging consequences.  It negates and bypasses the requirement 

to apply rigorous consent criteria for licensing.  It permits such enterprises never having to undergo 

site/project specific environmental impact assessment, and Appropriate Assessment where 

necessary.  

The ‘fruits of the poisoned tree’, which is S. 19A (4), include exposure of juvenile salmonids, an 

Annex 2 species, to continuing predation by salmon farm mediated sea lice.  It prevents the 

application of due process in licensing whereby the ‘Precautionary Principle’ and the ‘best 

available scientific knowledge in the field’ can be brought to bear.  It will never be possible to 

apply these standards in the regulation of existing salmon farms while S19A (4) remains in force.   

We refer to the 2012 ‘Royal Society’ Paper3 which demonstrate that salmon farms at numerous 

sites referenced cause recurrent damage to vulnerable salmonid populations. Salmon Watch 

Ireland would also like to draw your attention to two further papers which demonstrate serious and 

recurrent damage to Atlantic salmon in Ireland and Norway.4  

Whatever may have been its original objective in dealing with some special circumstances in 2006 

it is perplexing that such a peculiar situation is permitted to continue for such a long time.  

The provisions of S19A (4) appear to be contrived to circumvent the requirement to comply with 

the EIA Directive and the Habitats Directive.  Even if not so contrived, they have in effect been 

doing so for a considerable length of time.  It is difficult to conceive of any other setting in which 

an expired license could be deemed to permit the licensed activity to continue indefinitely without 

a licence.  Whatever the original reasons may have been to justify S19A (4) and for the legal lacuna 

created in 2006, on a short-term basis, such reasons can hardly justify the continuance of 

unlicensed salmon farms indefinitely. 

 

 

 
3Impact of parasites on salmon recruitment in the Northeast Atlantic Ocean 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UvgCaqQjfQw7EnxXxCEa8ekxcmiARn4U/view?usp=sharing 

 
4 Timing is everything: Survival of Atlantic salmon Salmo salar post-smolts during events of high salmon lice densities 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OEPcsjrXRSy0HQLX9FaE8h9VoeBQ4NWp/view?usp=sharing 

 
Quantifying the contribution of sea lice from aquaculture to declining annual returns in a wild Atlantic salmon population 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vD3VYzGSm0ctv3otkajOLdzWQPG28Q91/view?usp=sharing 
 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UvgCaqQjfQw7EnxXxCEa8ekxcmiARn4U/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OEPcsjrXRSy0HQLX9FaE8h9VoeBQ4NWp/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vD3VYzGSm0ctv3otkajOLdzWQPG28Q91/view?usp=sharing
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Commentary by DG Environment 

The longevity of the operation of S19A (4) has been commented on by DG Environment in 2020: 

‘Regarding the legal status of section 19A (4), this is a matter for the Irish Authorities.  From 

the Commission’s point of view however, the overall assessment of existing permits for 

aquaculture should be sped up and section 19A (4) removed’. 5 

In the same communication DG Environment went on to say that: ‘The legal remit of the 

discussions between the Commission and Ireland on this matter [i.e. S19A(4)] are however in 

the context of the application of the Wild Birds Directive’.  

In the last twenty years there has been significant CJEU case law strengthening the position of the 

Habitats Directive in respect of developments. These include: 

• People Over Wind and Peter Sweetman v Coillte case C-323/17  

• Peter Sweetman and Others v An Bord Pleanála case C-258/11. 

And yet the Irish legislation has permitted operations of salmon farms contravening European 

legislation now for 14 years. This is both an unacceptable and anticompetitive practice when other 

enterprises and authorities across the EU strive both economically and legally to comply with the 

rigorous requirements of the Directive.  

This is not the first time Ireland has proceeded with projects without reference to the European 

legislation. The attention of the Commission is drawn to the decision of the ECJ in Case C‑215/06, 

Commission of the European Communities v Ireland;  (Failure of a Member State to fulfil 

obligations – No assessment of the environmental effects of projects within the scope of Directive 

85/337/EEC – Regularisation after the event; ‘Derrybrien’). 

In that case the Court looked at the position regarding projects which had proceeded without EIA’s.  

It looked at the unavailability of ‘retrospective consents’ for such projects.  The issue of non-

availability of ‘retrospective consents’ is particularly relevant in the salmon farm setting, where 

EIA’s were not carried out initially. Most of these10 year licences were initially issued around the 

year 2000-2005, well after the Habitats Directive and the EIA Directive came into force. 

Amendments to the terms of expired licences 

There have been several amendments to the terms and conditions of a number of salmon farms 

operating under S19A (4).  These have been authorised by the Department of Agriculture or by 

the Aquaculture Licensing Appeals Board (ALAB) despite prohibition of such amendments in that 

 
5 Communication from DG Environment (through the EDCC) to Galway Bay Against Salmon Cages, reference Europe Direct 

101000575, 20/04/20  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dn9AKrFxbRiPCZpH34BcxPQcej5xPWpM/view?usp=sharing 

 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dn9AKrFxbRiPCZpH34BcxPQcej5xPWpM/view?usp=sharing
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the entitlement to continue is subject to the terms and conditions of the original licence until the 

renewal is determined. 

Two salmon farms operating under Section 19A (4) and located in the Natura site Kenmare River 

SAC (site code: 2158) in County Kerry have had significant changes made to the original terms 

and conditions of their expired licences.  Both farms have also been the subject to ongoing 

investigation by DAFM in relation to breaches of licence conditions. 

The two farms, Inishfarnard (AQ198 Silver King Seafoods Ltd) and Deenish Island (AQ199 Silver 

King Seafoods Ltd) have operated quite considerably outside the terms and conditions of their 

expired licences particularly in relation to stocking and harvesting conditions. Effectively this 

practise has led to a doubling of production levels without an appropriate assessment of 

environmental effects. 

Deenish Island was granted a trial licence to double the stocking rate for a period of two years in 

2012 without proper assessment of environmental effects. This trial licence expired in April 2015, 

but the farm continued to overstock and over harvest resulting in a ministerial order under Section 

68 and Section 19(A)4 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997 to discontinue entitlement to 

operate. 6 

This discontinuation is currently subject to an appeal to ALAB by MOWI  7 

This case demonstrates that action under the Act has not been taken in an expedient manner as the 

breach of conditions had been evident since 2015 resulting in continued damage to the 

environment. This farm continues to operate with stocking and harvesting levels well in excess of 

its original licence. 

More information on this subject is contained in a submission by Salmon Watch Ireland which has 

examined in depth the breaches of conditions and the apparent reluctance to take remedial action 

on the part of DAFM. 8 

The Inishfarnard Farm (AQ198 Silver King Seafoods Ltd) has also had its expired licence 

amended to effectively double its production. This amendment was granted in 2018 by ALAB and 

 
6Ministerial Decision - Section 68 and Section 19(A)4 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997 (as amended) 

 FISHERIES (AMENDMENT) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED): NOTICE OF MINISTERIAL DECISION UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 68(1)    
AND SECTION 19(A)4 OF THE ACT, IN RESPECT OF ENTITLEMENT TO CONTINUE AQUACULTURE OPERATIONS UNDER THE 
PROVISIONS OF SECTION 19(A)4 OF THE ACT FOR THE CULTURE OF SALMON IN CAGES AT A SITE EAST OF DEENISH ISLAND, 
BALLINSKELLIGS BAY, CO KERRY, T06/202 HELD BY SILVER KING SEAFOODS LIMITED, A WHOLLY OWNED COMPANY OF COMHLUCHT 
IASCAIREACHTA FANAD TEORANTA (MOWI IRELAND), FANAD FISHERIES, KINDRUM, FANAD, LETTERKENNY, CO DONEGAL  
Ministerial Decision 

 
7 MOWI Ireland Site T6/202 ALAB Appeal Documentation  
http://alab.ie/boarddeterminations/2019/ap1-2019/ 

 
8 Submission to ALAB from Salmon Watch Ireland 

  Deenish Island Submission - Salmon Watch Ireland 
  Supplementary Submission 
 

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/ministerialdecision-section68ofthefisheriesamendmentact1997/
http://alab.ie/boarddeterminations/2019/ap1-2019/
https://salmonwatchireland.ie/2019/06/10/deenish-island-salmon-watch-ireland-submission/?fbclid=IwAR0d1UxcnBIQ9WPhGOgJNiLf3PIJgAcQn49bwzumwiERlU9lT5VoYkZTN6k
https://salmonwatchireland.ie/2019/08/14/deenish-island-contradictory-and-inaccurate-records-reveal-a-shocking-story/?fbclid=IwAR2lZgLT3lVRGI55yJXAWAPMcSNyWCOBG7OEzxejGOIavxfczXeXVz7Akmc
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effectively allows a vastly increased production which bears no resemblance to conditions in 

original expired licence.  9 

There was an effort by DAFM to amend this licence after a protracted examination of overstocking 

at the farm. However, this was appealed by the operators to ALAB which granted an increased 

stocking regime without any examination of environmental effects. 

Further information is contained in a report by Salmon Watch Ireland. 10 

DAFM in 2012 granted an amendment to the salmon farm licence at Deenish, Co Kerry after the 

licence has expired and being permitted to continue to operate by virtue of S. 19A (4).  

The issue of ‘retrospective consents’ referred to above in relation to projects that have proceeded 

without EIAs is also relevant here.   

It would appear that the Irish authorities may be uncertain about the legality of amending the terms 

of expired licences.  In a memo to the Secretary General of DAFM, the Assistant General Secretary 

wrote that: ‘Clearly in any event the form of the licence can be amended if a decision is made at a 

future date to renew the licence’11 , thereby implying that an amendment was not possible while 

the farm was operating under the S19A(4) procedure. 

Ultimately SWIRL seeks enforcement of the provisions of the Directives by the Commission.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
9 ALAB Determination Inishfarnard 

   2018 ALAB 

 
10 Salmon Watch Ireland – Report Inishfarnard 

   Salmon Watch Report 
11 Cyril Beamish, Assistant Secretary General of DAFM to the Secretary General of DAFM 06/01/17 and obtained by the Friends of 

the Irish Environment under the Freedom of Information Act. 
https://www.friendsoftheirishenvironment.org/images/pdf/MH_overstocking_documents_11.09.17_reduced.pdf 

 

http://alab.ie/boarddeterminations/2018/scheduleofdocuments/
https://salmonwatchireland.ie/2019/04/27/marine-harvest-when-a-smolt-is-not-a-smolt/
https://www.friendsoftheirishenvironment.org/images/pdf/MH_overstocking_documents_11.09.17_reduced.pdf
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PART 2 

Non-Transposition of Environmental Impact Assessment; 85/337/EEC – 2011//92/EU; 

Article 11: (Arhus Rights:  Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making, 

Access to Justice without prohibitive cost). 

The Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 1997 essentially encompasses Ireland’s entire legislative and 

licensing framework for salmon farming and salmonid aquaculture. As such it ought to reflect 

accurately relevant EU Directives relating to development consents in that sector, particularly 

where an EIA is required.  Yet the Act significantly fails to transpose the Aarhus Convention 

provisions regarding public participation in environmental decision-making as required pursuant 

to the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive (85/337/EEC & 2011/92/EU, Article 11).  The 

public participation provisions of the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive are enshrined 

in Article 11 of the Directive.  The failure to bring those into force by amending or otherwise 

implementing them within the licensing framework comprised in the Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 

1997 means that those provisions have not been brought into effect in Ireland in respect of 

aquaculture.  Consequently, the public at large is prejudiced in the failure to provide for these 

participatory benefits. 

 It is clear from Article 11 to the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive, 2011/92/EU, that 

the activities covered by the Directive include “intensive fish farming” as an activity to which the 

Directive applies.  Therefore, the omission of the public participation provisions of Article 11 

within the aquaculture licensing and legal framework in Ireland is a significant denial of public 

rights.   

Furthermore, Section 69 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 1997 makes provision for the renewal 

of licences by the Minister without allowing for Aarhus / Environmental Impact Assessment 

Directive rights of advance public information, public participation and litigation without 

prohibitive costs.   Such ‘behind closed doors’ renewals of licences are not in accordance with the 

provisions of the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive Article 11.  (See Waterville 

Fisheries Development Ltd v. Aquaculture Licenses Appeals Board, The Minister for Agriculture 

and Ors. [2013] 40 J.R) The provisions of Section 69 of the Fisheries (Amendment) Act, 1997 

provide for consultations with the licensee only.  However, there is no requirement in the Act for 

public consultation in relation to such renewals of expired licenses.  Therefore, public participation 

is quite prejudiced in contravention of the Directive rights and aims.  

By comparison, Section 50B of the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended and Part 2 

of the Environmental (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2011 relating to costs were introduced for 

the purposes of compliance with the requirement under the Aarhus Convention and the EIA Public 

Participation Directive,  to provide information to the public, participation in decision-making, and 

review procedures which are not prohibitively expensive.  While Section 50B applies to onshore 

facilities associated with a salmon farm there is no equivalent application of Article 11 provisions 

to the proposal to licence the farm at sea, or to extend the duration of a licence. 

http://login.westlaw.ie/maf/wlie/app/document?src=doc&linktype=ref&&context=12&crumb-action=replace&docguid=IDFAE26F28FC044B8967BC41C054B242F
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This topic has been commented on judicially in the Irish High Court:12 

’14. However, it is equally plain that the licensing regime which obtains under the Fisheries 

(Amendment) Act 1997 – and which was the subject of the present judicial review application - 

simply does not come within the scope of the special costs rules contained in ss. 3, 4 and 6 of the 

2011 Act. If it does not, then that is the end of the matter so far as domestic law is concerned, 

since for the reasons I have already set out, neither the Aarhus Convention nor Article 9 of the 

Convention can be regarded as having a free standing autonomous status in Irish law. It is true 

that Irish law has been modified and amended to take account of the requirements of Article 9 

of the Convention, but the Oireachtas has not elected to go any further than this. Specifically, 

Article 9 has not, as such, been made part of the law of the State.  

15. It follows, therefore, that this Court has not been given any jurisdiction by the 2011 Act to 

apply the modified costs rules contained in Part II of that Act to licensing applications coming 

within the scope of the 1997 Act or to applications for judicial review in respect of those licensing 

decisions’.13 

SWIRL seeks enforcement of the provisions of the Directives by the Commission. in order to 

comply not only with the Habitats Directive and the EIA Directive but also to ensure that there is 

a mechanism in place that guarantees public participation in such licencing as envisaged by the 

Aarhus Convention and the EIA Directive of 2011. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
12 Hogan J [2014] IEHC 522 WATERVILLE FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT LIMITED and AQUACULTURE LICENSES 

APPEALS BOARD AND THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE, FOOD AND THE MARINE (No.3) 
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APPENDIX A 

 

Section 101 of the Sea Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006 

 

101.— The Fisheries (Amendment) Act 1997 is amended— 

(a) in section 6(2), by substituting—(i) “€300” for “£200”, and(ii) “€2,000” for “£1,000”,(b) in 

section 10, by substituting for subsection (4) (inserted by Regulation 17 of the European 

Communities (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Amendment) Regulations 1999 ( S.I. No. 93 

of 1999 )) the following:“(4) Where the submission to the Minister of an environmental impact 

statement is required under regulations made under subsection (3)(d) in respect of an application 

for a licence, the Minister, if requested by the applicant, shall, after consultation with such persons 

as the Minister considers appropriate, give a written opinion to the applicant of the information to 

be contained in the statement, before the applicant submits the statement.”,(c) by inserting after 

section 19 the following: 

 

“Renewal of licence after its expiration.19A.— (1) The power of the licensing authority to renew 

or to further renew an aquaculture licence under section 19 is exercisable notwithstanding the 

expiration of the period for which the licence was granted or renewed. 

(2) Where, prior to the passing of the Sea-Fisheries and Maritime Jurisdiction Act 2006, an 

aquaculture licence has been renewed or further renewed after the expiration of the period for 

which the licence was granted or renewed, such renewal shall be and be deemed always to have 

been as valid and effectual as if the licence had been renewed or further renewed on the expiration 

of the period in question. 

(3) If, because of the validation expressed to be effected by subsection (2), that subsection would, 

but for this subsection, conflict with a constitutional right of any person, the validation shall be 

subject to such limitation as is necessary to secure that it does not so conflict but shall be otherwise 

of full force and effect. 

(4) A licensee who has applied for the renewal or further renewal of an aquaculture licence shall, 

notwithstanding the expiration of the period for which the licence was granted or renewed but 

subject otherwise to the terms and conditions of the licence, be entitled to continue the aquaculture 

or operations in relation to aquaculture authorised by the licence pending the decision on the said 

application.”, 

 

 

 

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1997/en/act/pub/0023/index.html
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1999/en/si/0093.html
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/1999/en/si/0093.html
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APPENDIX B 

Salmon Farms Ireland – Licence Status 

Source: Department of Agriculture Food and Marine 

Salmon Farm Location Licence Expiration Date 

Bantry Bay   

AQ321 Murphy's Irish Seafood Ltd (pdf 2,806Kb)  23 April 2011 

AQ454 Comhlucht Iascaireachta Fanad Teo (pdf 2,203Kb)  17 June 2014 

AQ484 Comhlucht Iascireachta Fanad Teoranta (pdf 2,198Kb)   31 October 2015 

Inver Bay   

AQ284 Ocean Farms Ltd (pdf 5,716Kb)   19 July 2010 

AQ285 Creevin Salmon Farm Ltd (pdf 1,879Kb)   19 July 2010 

AQ286 Eany Fish Products Ltd (pdf 2,328Kb)   19 July 2010 

 

 

Mulroy Bay 

  

AQ196 Marine Harvest (pdf 2,594Kb)   30 June 2011 

AQ202 Marine Harvest (pdf 2,776Kb)   14 August 2011 

AQ325 Marine Harvest (pdf 3,005Kb)   02 May 2006 

Lough Swilly    

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/kerry/AQ321MurphysIrishSeafoodLtd.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/cork/AQ454ComhluchtIascaireachtaFanadTeo260814.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/kerry/AQ484ComhluchtIascireachtaFanadTeoranta070220.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/donegal/AQ284OceanFarmsLtd311013.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/donegal/AQ285CreevinSalmonFarmLtd311013.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/donegal/AQ286EanyFishProductsLtd311013.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/donegal/AQ196MarineHarvest.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/donegal/AQ202MarineHarvest.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/donegal/AQ325MarineHarvest.pdf
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FCL215 Hydro Seafood Fanad trading as Marine Harvest (pdf 

2,289Kb)  

 28th Nov 2006 

 

McSwynes Bay 

  

AQ173 Ocean Farms Ltd (pdf 2,387Kb)   28 November 2009 

Bertaghboy Bay   

AQ169 Comhlucht Bradain Chonamara Teo (pdf 2,189Kb)   30 November 2012 

AQ183 Comhlucht Bradain Chonomara Teo (pdf 1,704Kb)   31 December 2010 

AQ184 Comhlucht Bradain Chonomara Teo (pdf 3,401Kb)   31 December 2010 

Kilkieran Bay   

AQ428 Bradan Beo Teoranta (pdf 3,654Kb)   29 August 2012 

AQ431 Bradan Beo Teoranta (pdf 3,495Kb)   29 August 2012 

AQ432 Bradan Beo Teoranta (pdf 3,563Kb)   29 August 2012 

AQ427 Bradan Beo Teoranta (pdf 3,597Kb)   29 August 2012 

AQ429 Bradan Beo Teoranta (pdf 3,511Kb)    29 August 2012 

Clifden Bay   

FCL591 Ardbear Seafarms Ltd (pdf 621Kb)    

AQ180 Ardbear Seafarms Ltd (pdf 1,952Kb)   22 June 2012 

Mannin Bay   

AQ122 Mannin Bay Salmon Company (pdf 1,612Kb)   30 June 2009 

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/donegal/FCL215.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/donegal/AQ173OceanFarmsLtd.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/galway/AQ169.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/galway/AQ183.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/galway/AQ184.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/galway/AQ428.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/galway/AQ431.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/galway/AQ432.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/galway/AQ427.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/galway/AQ429.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/galway/FCL591.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/galway/AQ180.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/galway/AQ122.pdf
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Killary Harbour   

AQ97-851 Padraic Doherty (pdf 3,038Kb)   16 July 2009 

Ballinakill Bay 

 

FCL580 Tully Mountain Salmon Farm Ltd (pdf 2,073Kb)  

 Unknown 

Kenmare Bay   

AQ198 Silver King Seafoods Ltd (pdf 2,489Kb)   15 February 2007 

AQ199 Silver King Seafoods Ltd (pdf 4,960Kb)   15 February 2009 

AQ303 St Killian's Harvest Ltd (pdf 2,667Kb)   29 December 2015 

AQ425 Murphy's Irish Seafood Ltd (pdf 3,045Kb)   23 January 2015 

 

Bellcragher Bay 

 

FCL554 Curraun Fisheries (pdf 3,430Kb)   Unknown 

Clew Bay   

AQ166 Feirm Farraige Oilean Chliara Teo (pdf 2,332Kb)   20 December 2005 

AQ5 Feirm Farraige Oilean Chliara Teo (pdf 2,180Kb)  26 June 2010 

AQ277 Feirm Farraige Oilean Chliara Teo (pdf 3,247Kb)   26 June 2010 

AQ163 Feirm Farraige Oilean Chliara Teo (pdf 1,796Kb)   18 December 2005 

 

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/galway/AQ97.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/galway/FCL580.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/kerry/AQ198SilverKingSeafoodsLtd.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/kerry/AQ199SilverKingSeafoodsLtd.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/kerry/AQ303StKilliansHarvestLtd.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/kerry/AQ425MurphysIrishSeafoodLtd.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/mayo/FCL554CurraunFisheries021213.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/mayo/AQ166FeirmFarraigeOileanChliaraTeo021213.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/mayo/AQ5FeirmFarraigeOileanChliaraTeo021213.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/mayo/AQ277FeirmFarraigeOileanChliaraTeo021213.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/media/migration/seafood/aquacultureforeshoremanagement/aquaculturelicensing/marinefinfishlicences/mayo/AQ163FeirmFarraigeOileanChliaraTeo021213.pdf

