
 
 

10th November 2021 
 
 
Ashley Glover 
By email to: aglover@gmail.com 
 

 
Re: Decision to grant FOI request: FOI-0053-2021 

 
 
Dear Ashley, 

 
I refer to your request dated 18th October made under the Freedom of Information Act 

2014, which was received on 18th October for records held by the Environmental 

Protection Agency. Your request sought: 

 

Details of the National Aquatic Environmental Chemistry Group (NAECG) 

Group 

 

In particular names of the members, governance, remit and details of agendas/minutes of 

meetings for 2020-2021 

 

If the above is not in the public domain, please treat this as an application under the FOI Act 

dated 18/10/2021 

 

I can't find anything on EPA site or Gov.ie but they appear on eTenders so I assume they are 

still active (est 2018) 

 

 

I, Alison Dowdall have now made a final decision to grant your request on 10th 

November 2021.  The purpose of this letter is to explain that decision as follows.  

1.  A schedule listing all the records granted, 

2.  details of how you can appeal this decision should you wish to do so. 

 

1.  Schedule of records 

A schedule is enclosed with this letter, it shows the 8 documents that the Environmental 

Protection Agency considers relevant to your request.  It describes each document and refers 

to the sections of the FOI Act which apply to prevent release.  The schedule also refers you 

to sections of the detailed explanation given under heading 2 below, which are relevant to the 

document in question.  It also gives you a summary and overview of the decision as a whole. 

As you have not specified a referred means of access to these records, I consider 
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electronic access an appropriate form in this case. Accordingly, copies of the records 

are attached to this email.  

 

I have also set out information on the membership and remit of the committee in this 

letter.  With regard to the members of the National Aquatic Environmental Chemistry 

Group, member names can be found in the minutes of the 2020 and 2021 meetings. 

For your information, I have listed here the organisations represented on the 

committee. They are the EPA, Waterways Ireland, Marine Institute, Irish Water, Dept. 

of Environment & Climate Change, Dept. of Agriculture, Food & Marine, Dept. of 

Housing, Local Government & Heritage, Geological Survey of Ireland, Local Authority 

Waters Programme, Northern Ireland Environment Agency. The NAECG is chaired by 

the EPA and overseen directly by the National Technical Implementation Group. 

With regard to the remit, the National Aquatic Environmental Chemistry Group 

(NAECG) was established in January 2018 to establish and maintain national 

expertise on hazardous chemicals in the aquatic environment, and to bring a more 

strategic and forward-looking approach to the management of hazardous chemicals.  

The Group brings together experts in the monitoring, assessment and management 

of hazardous chemicals from many of the national agencies whose remits depend on 

having an understanding of the source, fate (including monitoring) and impact of 

chemicals in the water environment.  

The NAECG is a collaborative initiative that will be used to make recommendations 

regarding the review and monitoring of chemical substances of concern.  

The risks associated with such substances will be assessed from an environmental 

and human-health perspective, and advice on the future management of these 

substances will be given.  

Through the sharing of expertise and knowledge, the NAECG will: 

• Act as a forum for the identification of issues relating to the presence of 
chemical substances in Ireland’s aquatic environment  

• Assess the risks posed by chemical substances in the aquatic environment 
from an environmental and human-health perspective  

• Facilitate and encourage the sharing of information, expertise and data ^ 
Facilitate the development and maintenance of technical skill sets as required  

• Recommend approaches to the setting of environmental quality standards for 
specific pollutants in Ireland, and to the development of this capability into the 
future  

• Inform monitoring programmes for priority substances, priority hazardous 
substances, watch-list substances and specific pollutants  

• Provide advice to the national Water Policy Advisory Committee with regard to 
the future management of chemical substances posing a risk to the aquatic 
environment and human health 
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2. Appeal process 

In the event that you are not happy with this decision you can make an appeal in 

relation to this matter, you can do so by writing to the Freedom of Information Unit, 

EPA Headquarters, Johnstown Castle Estate, Co. Wexford Y35 W821 or by e-mail to 

foi@epa.ie.  You should make your appeal within 4 weeks (20 working days) from the 

date of this notification, where a day is defined as a working day excluding, the 

weekend and public holidays, however, the making of a late appeal may be permitted 

in appropriate circumstances. The appeal will involve a complete reconsideration of 

the matter by a more senior member of the staff of this body. 

 

Should you wish to discuss the above, please contact me at 01 2066914 or at 

a.dowdall@epa.ie. 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 
 
Alison Dowdall 
Decision maker 
Office of Radiation Protection and Environmental Monitoring 
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