
From: Mark Carlin <Mark.Carlin@coillte.ie>  
Sent: Tuesday 19 January 2021 09:45 
To: Colm O'Dwyer <Colm.O'Dwyer@coillte.ie> 
Cc: Michael Donlon <michael.donlon@coillte.ie>; Aaron Harrington <Aaron.Harrington@coillte.ie>; 
Jim O'Neill <Jim.O'Neill@coillte.ie>; Eamonn Kenny <Eamonn.Kenny@mdfosb.com>; Pat Neville 
<Pat.Neville@coillte.ie> 
Subject: RE: Mayo County Council - Meeting Request 
 
Hi Colm, 
 

Thanks for sending this comprehensive update.  It seems like it was a challenging 

meeting.  It sounds like you came to a reasonable conclusion and next steps.  If you 
deem it useful, perhaps Eamonn or I could attend a meeting with senior officials (CEO, 

Dir Services) in Mayo CoCo at some point, if you think it might help.  Keep me informed. 
 

Regards 
Mark Carlin 

 

Mark Carlin 
 

  
  

Managing Director Coillte Forest 
 

 |  
 

Coillte Forest 
 

 |  
 

Coillte 
  

Unit A4, Parkside, Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise, Co Laois, Ireland 
  

  
  

E  
 

Mark.Carlin@coillte.ie 

  

T  
 

+353719129244 

  

M  
 

+353(86)2058874 

   

  

www.coillte.ie 

  
 

  

IF YOU PRINT THIS EMAIL, PLEASE RECYCLE IT. PAPER IS RENEWABLE AND RECYCLABL

E 
 

From: Colm O'Dwyer <Colm.O'Dwyer@coillte.ie>  
Sent: Monday 18 January 2021 21:03 
To: Mark Carlin <Mark.Carlin@coillte.ie>; Eamonn Kenny <Eamonn.Kenny@mdfosb.com>; Pat 
Neville <Pat.Neville@coillte.ie> 
Cc: Michael Donlon <michael.donlon@coillte.ie>; Aaron Harrington <Aaron.Harrington@coillte.ie>; 
Jim O'Neill <Jim.O'Neill@coillte.ie> 
Subject: RE: Mayo County Council - Meeting Request 
 
Mark, Eamonn, Pat, 
 
This meeting actually went ahead today.  I made contact with them after Christine sent in the email 
this morning to establish who attends the meetings.  It’s all the councillors (about 31), the CEO and 
the senior planners in the council.  I explained that Imelda wouldn’t be attending such a meeting due 

mailto:Mark.Carlin@coillte.ie
mailto:michael.donlon@coillte.ie
mailto:Aaron.Harrington@coillte.ie
mailto:Eamonn.Kenny@mdfosb.com
mailto:Pat.Neville@coillte.ie
mailto:Mark.Carlin@coillte.ie
tel:+353719129244
tel:+353(86)2058874
https://www.coillte.ie/
mailto:Mark.Carlin@coillte.ie
mailto:Eamonn.Kenny@mdfosb.com
mailto:Pat.Neville@coillte.ie
mailto:michael.donlon@coillte.ie
mailto:Aaron.Harrington@coillte.ie


to the short notice and that it would not be normal for her to attend in any case.  I did inform her 
that Mark had offered to attend a later meeting but wouldn’t have been available today.  She then 
informed me that she was about to go to a meeting about the meeting and she would give them the 
option of us going ahead today or adjourning for another day when Mark might be available.  About 
20min before the meeting was due to start she asked us to go ahead with the meeting as had been 
originally planned. 
Michael Donlon, Aaron Harrington, Jim O’Neill and myself attended.  We had the privilege of 
attending Mayo Co. Council’s first Virtual Council meeting. 
 
We attended for 2.5 hours, 1.5 hours which was focussed on Coillte’s operations in Mayo. 
I gave a brief presentation explaining our structure and the operations we carry out in Mayo. 
The presentation emphasized heavily our contribution to; 

• Recreation in Mayo – To be fair we have done and are continuing to do very good and 
noticeable work in this area. 

• Economy – Outlined the numbers we have employed in rural areas on a full time basis, local 
contract base and use of local suppliers. 

• Consultation with different stakeholders including several sections of Mayo Co. Council. 

• How we track our lorries and the penalties applied for overloading and the use of Irish Rail 
to reduce haulage on Mayo roads. 

 
The meeting opened up then to questions and comments to the 40 or so people on the call.  There 
seemed to be a genuine appreciation that we attended the meeting and many seemed surprised 
that we did.  Councillor Loftus was the driving force behind our attendance so he got the floor 
before anybody else.  The main thrust of his statement was that we make millions and he wanted us 
to spend a fair proportion of it on the roads we destroy all across the area he represents.  About 15 
councillors more followed in support of his statement.  To be fair many prefaced their remarks on 
the roads with praise for much that we do, others rambled into things outside of Coillte, speaking 
about the private sector and the Forest Service etc.  
After about an hour listening, we were then given the floor again,  after commenting on some of the 
easier stuff levelled at us, we then put a proposal that we would get some of our key people in Mayo 
together with select group of Council Engineers and work towards improving communication 
between Council and ourselves pertaining to roads.  This seemed to have gone down as a very 
acceptable next step.  Cclr Loftus described it as a ‘progressive solution’ but he would hold the right 
to call our CEO again in the future if he didn’t see progress. 
 
There was a lot of calls for levies and bonds to be placed on us.  One of the chief planners at the 
meeting informed the meeting that there would be no bonds or levies applied as these can only be 
applied by the council where they have actually granted planning permission.  She acknowledged 
that forestry is exempt from planning and since single consent has come in, so are forest roads and 
entrances.  This view was echoed by the CEO.  Both the planner and the CEO welcomed the proposal 
for a meeting to be set up between ourselves and some of the engineers and would like to proceed 
on the basis of prevention is better than cure. 
 
Many of the roading issues raised are in hand, Jim has agreements in place with the council 
engineers on many of them already.   
 
From our point of view, there were no surprises at this meeting.  The proposed next step we put 
forward was the least we expected to be committing to.  It’s in our interest to have a more 
collaborative approach with the engineers in Mayo.   
 



While we would prefer not to be attending Council meetings, we are happy enough with how this 
one went.  We will proceed now and set up a meeting between ourselves and a selection of 
engineers from the different Council Districts (there are 4). 
 
 
Regards 
Colm. 
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From: Mark Carlin <Mark.Carlin@coillte.ie>  
Sent: Friday 15 January 2021 17:46 
To: Eamonn Kenny <eamonn.kenny@coillte.ie> 
Cc: Imelda Hurley <Imelda.Hurley@coillte.ie>; Colm O'Dwyer <Colm.O'Dwyer@coillte.ie>; Christine 
Lee <Christine.Lee@coillte.ie> 
Subject: FW: Mayo County Council - Meeting Request 
 
Hi Eamonn 

 
Please see request to Imelda to attend a Mayo CoCo meeting on roads.  Could you 

engage with Colm to ascertain what is the nature and attendees at this meeting, in 
particular will the CEO of Mayo CoCo be in attendance.  Can you then engage with me 

and let me know if you think that you should attend, or do you think I need to attend 
from a political point-of-view.  Finally, can you liaise with Christine early on Monday 

morning to send a suitable response back to Mayo CoCo from the CEO office.  

 
Regards 

Mark Carlin 
 

Mark Carlin 
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From: Imelda Hurley <Imelda.Hurley@coillte.ie>  
Sent: Friday 15 January 2021 17:18 
To: Mark Carlin <Mark.Carlin@coillte.ie> 
Subject: Fwd: Mayo County Council - Meeting Request 
 
To discuss  
 
Get Outlook for iOS 
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From: Council Meetings Admin <councilmeetingsadmin@mayococo.ie> 
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2021 5:16:34 PM 
To: Imelda Hurley <Imelda.Hurley@coillte.ie> 
Cc: Colm O'Dwyer <Colm.O'Dwyer@coillte.ie>; Cllr Richard Finn <enquiries@finnauctioneers.com>; 
Peter Duggan <pduggan@MayoCoCo.ie> 
Subject: Mayo County Council - Meeting Request  
  
Dear Ms Hurley, 
  
The Members of Mayo County Council have requested that I ask if you would be available to 
participate in an online monthly meeting on Monday 18th January 2021 at 2pm 
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Mr Colm O’Dwyer BAU and his team have already confirmed that they are ready and willing to 
participate in the meeting, however the members have specifically requested that either yourself or 
Ms Bernie Gray Chairperson attend to discuss the impact of forestry works on the roads network. 
  
I am very conscious of the short notice of this request and have highlighted this to the members.  
  
I would be very grateful if you could indicate if you can accommodate us either now or at later date. 
  
  
Regards 
  
  
  
  

 

 

Síofra Kilcullen,  
Head of Corporate Development and Human Resources  
Mayo County Council | Aras an Chontae| The Mall | Castlebar | County Mayo | F23 WF90  
E:  skilcullen@mayococo.ie  P: +353 (0) 94 90 64335  M: +353 (0) 87 9370032 
W: www.mayo.ie | www.mayococo.ie   
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