
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure:  elements of land -use evidence

Overarching Policy Position? 

National land-use plan or strategy? What is the ultimate output (what evidence is needed?) 

Land Functions 

(Places to live (settlements, habitats), Growing Food, 

Mobility, Energy & Resources, Land impacts on marine, 

Land impacts on atmosphere 

Land Use Status 

What are we using land for? 

What is the environmental 

profile (what’s 

sustainable/desirable, 

what’s not)? What are the 

environmental impacts? 

 

As above, but social. 

Land Use Limits 

Knowing our status, what does that 

imply about our limits  

(Environmental, social) 

Land Use Stakeholders 

Who makes the decisions? 

Who are the implementers? 

Who “uses” land (what are 

the main groups behind 

what we use land for)? 

Land Use Policy & Targets 

What different land-use commitments 

have been made via different policy 

instruments up to 2030? 

 

How do these commitments align with 

current trends (e.g. water quality, GHG 

etc)? 

Land Use Tensions 

Where are the points of tension 

between trends, what has been 

committed in policy and what is 

possible to implement on the 

ground? 

Land Use Synergies 

Where are the alignments between 

trends, commitments and what is 

possible?  

Where are the opportunities for 

multiple benefits? 



 

Draft Wireframe of the Land-Use Evidence final report 
This is an outline, subject to change, of the different sections and potential content of the final evidence 

review product. There will be related products (e.g. data catalogues, data analysis outputs) that are 

needed to produce this report – they aren’t included here. 

Section 1: Definitions and scope 

Content: Glossary and definitions. What is land use, versus landcover etc. what are the 

limits of a land use evidential review. How we determine “sustainable” when we talk about land 

use 

Tasks & Timelines: This is the immediate priority as it sets the boundaries and context for this 

work. Capture existing definitions and circulate to group early. Propose a scope for the evidential review 

to confirm as early as possible (this should link to a set of land-use categories and try to frame how far 

we can go with the data and time available).  

Section 2: Who is involved 

Content: Stakeholder map. Who uses land, who makes the decisions that drive land-use 

decisions, who implements those decisions? What is the land ownership profile of Ireland, what is the 

high-level view of the main influencers of land-use in Ireland? 

Tasks & Timelines: Data collection for this and the next two sections needs to run in parallel. 

Much of this data will be collected by engagement with the land use evidential review steering 

committee. 

Section 3: Land use in Ireland: status and trends 

Content: this is the main text section and includes the outputs of land data 

analysis. Primary sources will be Corine, the early drafts of the new landcover map, catchment 

characterisation for the 3rd River Basin Management plan and GHG emission inventory data. Socio-

economic sources will be supplied by the research that has been commissioned to UCD. The section will 

include an assessment of the data we have, an assessment of data gaps (what we don’t know yet 

because we don’t have the data) and what the trends are. We will include a high-level uncertainty 

assessment for the data so that we have clarity about the level of confidence and certainty in the 

evidence we are providing.  

a. What do we do with our land (overview statistics for each land-use class) 

b. What is the status of land use for environment and for people (socio-economic perspective)?  

c. What are the current impacts and trends, what are the limits? where do we have evidence of 

sustainable land use or unsustainable land use?  

d. What don’t we know? Where are the evidence gaps or uncertainties? 

 



Tasks & Timelines The first step is to catalogue the data that we have versus the data that we 

need. We’ll need to assess other land use strategies or plans to see what evidence they have used – 

engagement with Scotland would be helpful here. Overview statistics can be got using Corine combined 

with other datasets. If possible, we’d like to use the new landcover map but if the national data isn’t 

complete we will do a trial on a region by end 2021 with the plan to extend to national extent in 2022. 

We could ask the CSO to assist with the uncertainty assessment. We’ll rely on EPA, CSO and ESRI data 

and inputs for the trend information. We should also include the EEA land indicators.  

 

Section 4: Policy & Targets 

Content: A catalogue of the policies and plans that directly relate to land use. A catalogue of 

the different targets or commitments made in these plans (to 2030 and to 2050).  

a. How do the trends align with the commitments? Where are the tensions? Where are 

the overlaps or potential for multiple benefits? 

b. What can be done with land use measures in Ireland? Where can it be done and where 

can’t it be done? 

c. What could derail policy targets?  What are the emerging issues that might impact on 

land use (e.g. drought impacting peat restoration, new pests impacting forestry, energy 

needs impacting on land use etc) 

Tasks & Timelines: The first step is to do a policy assessment, some of which is already 

included in Chapter 15 of the 2020 SOE. Much of this policy and plan information will be collected by 

engagement with the land use evidential review steering committee. 

Appendix – Catalogue of tool kits and decision support tools 

Optional “Sectoral” products 

Related “Sectoral” Products could come after the main report to present the information through 

different lenses 

A. Places to Live 

i. Settlements 

ii. Habitats 

B. Mobility 

C. Growing food 

D. Energy and resources 

E. Land use impact on marine 

F. Land use impact on atmosphere 

G. Land use impact on surface and groundwater 

H. Climate actions 

I. Biodiversity actions 


