
Mr. Des Johnson       By Email: Ruth.Kinehan@agriculture.gov.ie 
Chairperson       Date: 28th April 2020 
Forestry Appeals Committee 
Kilminchy Court 
Portlaoise 
Co. Laois 
R32 DTW5 
 
Re: Prioritisation of Felling Licence appeals 
 
Dear Mr. Johnson, 
 
I hope you are keeping well during these extraordinary times. As these difficult times continue, I would like to thank you 
for the opportunity to have met with you on the 31st March to discuss the ongoing challenges facing the timber industry 
and the critical role of the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) in this regard. As discussed at our meeting, any increase in 
the rate at which the FAC can hear and determine appeals would be greatly welcomed by the industry as it would expedite 
the likely timing of appeal hearings and the availability of licences, subject of course to the determination of each appeal 
by the FAC. In recent weeks we have noted that the level of new appeals being lodged has increased significantly. We 
have also noted and very much appreciate the FAC’s efforts in recent months to increase the rate of appeal hearings. 
However, it is clear that the rate at which appeals are currently being heard is less than the level of new appeals which 
are being lodged. As such, the backlog of appeals for hearing continues to grow and unfortunately, this puts the industry, 
already in crisis, in an even more grave situation. 

 
This ongoing situation continues to pose a significant risk not only to Coillte but to the industry as a whole. Currently 
Coillte has over 300,000m3 of timber under appeal, of which over 240,000m3 (50 licences) has been appealed since the 
start of 2020. We have noted a significant rise in the number of appeals in recent weeks, with over 100,000m3 being 
appealed in the last 2 weeks, which raises significant concerns that this trend will continue and may increase further, 
potentially bringing the licensing of timber to a standstill. Therefore, we would respectfully ask you as Chair of the FAC, 
to do whatever is within your power to significantly increase the rate at which the FAC can hear and process the current 
backlog of forestry appeals. 
 
As the Covid-19 crisis continues, Coillte is playing its role in supporting Ireland and the timber industry by maintaining 
operations to enable the reliable flow of timber to the market and therefore providing necessary support to other 
essential industries including the pallet industry, necessary for the movement of essential goods (including food and 
medical supplies) at this time. Therefore, to ensure that we can continue to support the industry, we request the urgent 
prioritisation of the Coillte licences as appended to this letter, as these are the most important projects in order to be 
able to sustain the flow of timber for our industry.  If you require any further information from Coillte, including any that 
might assist you in increasing the rate at which these appeals can be processed, please contact me directly. Please note 
at this time, correspondence by email (Imelda.Hurley@coillte.ie) or by phone would be preferable. 
 
Kind regards, 

 
________________  
Imelda Hurley 
CEO, Coillte   
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Appendix: Coillte Appealed Felling Licence References 
 
CE02-FL0233 
CE03-FL0202 

 

CW01-FL0046 
 
CK13-FL0198 
CK13-FL0202 
 
KK05-FL0070 
KK06-FL0138 
KK06-FL0145 
KK06-FL0148 
 
LM08-FL0143 
LM08-FL0144 
LM10-FL0034 
 
LS03-FL0018 
LS03-FL0019 
LS13-FL0057 
 
MN01-FL0073 
MN01-FL0074 
MN02-FL0035 
 
MO32-FL0011 
 
OY01-FL0060 
OY01-FL0063 
 
SO10-FL0089 
 
WD06-FL0234 
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