
 

Mr Des Johnson       By Email: Ruth.Kinehan@agriculture.gov.ie 
Chairperson       Date: 28th May 2020 
Forestry Appeals Committee 
Kilminchy Court 
Portlaoise 
Co. Laois 
R32 DTW5 
 
 
Re: Prioritisation of Felling Licence appeals 
 
Dear Mr. Johnson 
 
Following on from my letter dated the 24th April 2020 the situation regarding the rate at which appeals are being 
processed is not meeting the increasing number of new appeals being submitted, and as such the backlog of appeals has 
continued to grow.  Since I last wrote to you an additional 100k/m3 of Coillte timber has been appealed bringing the total 
volume under appeal to nearly 360K/m3. If the current rate of appeals continues Coillte could have nearly 1 million m3 of 
timber in or through the appeal process in 2020. This is a fundamental problem for the industry and is creating a threat 
to rural jobs and a barrier to the country's climate action plans. The Investment of hundreds of millions are under threat 
because licensing cannot be processed in an efficient and timely manner. Therefore if this issue is not address the flow 
of timber will cease and the sawmill sector will collapse. 
 
In addition, as pointed out in my last letter we are still not in receipt of the grounds for appeal on our licences and so 
cannot provide where required and adequate response to the appeal.  As such and in line with other regulatory regimes 
such as An Bord Pleanala we request that the applicant be notified in conjunction with the Forest Service of the appeal 
and grounds for appeal as soon as practical after the 28 day window closes and not as is currently happening a matter of 
weeks before the actual hearing takes place. 
 
As the Covid-19 crisis continues, it is the flow of timber that is the most critical factor in the survival of the sector.  To 
ensure that we can continue to support the industry, we request that urgent action be taken to sustain the flow of timber 
for our industry.  Therefore, we would respectfully ask you as Chair of the Forestry Appeals Committee, to do whatever 
is within your power to significantly increase the rate at which the FAC can hear and process the current backlog of 
forestry appeals. 
 
I would also be grateful if you could respond to this letter outlining the actions the FAC will be taking to address these 
ongoing problems. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
_________________  
Mark Carlin  
MD, Coillte Forest 
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