
Mr Des Johnson       By Email: Ruth.Kinehan@agriculture.gov.ie 
Chairperson       Date: 11th August 2020 
Forestry Appeals Committee 
Kilminchy Court 
Portlaoise 
Co. Laois 
R32 DTW5 
 
 
Re: Coillte Felling Licence Appeal Hearings 
 
Dear Mr. Johnson 
 
In correspondence to you dated the 24th April and 28th May 2020, Coillte expressed deep concern at the low rate at which 
appeals to the Forestry Appeals Committee (FAC) are being processed, relative to the rate of appeals being lodged. In the 
intervening time, the situation has deteriorated still further; the volume of Coillte timber under appeal has risen sharply, 
from 360k m3 in May to 621k m3 today. To-date in 2020, just 38 Coillte Felling Licence appeals have been heard by the 
FAC, which is an average rate of five hearings per month. In addition, there are no Coillte hearings scheduled for the 
month of August. At this rate, the 167 Coillte Felling Licences currently under appeal will take nearly 3 years to be heard, 
a situation that is clearly unsustainable. 
 
With new appeals continuing, if immediate action is not taken by you to substantially increase the rate of appeal hearings, 
Coillte will have over 1 million m3 of timber in the appeal process by the end of this year. The implications of this will be 
devastating for the forest and timber processing sector, leading to rural job losses, a critical shortfall in the supply of 
sustainable building materials for Irish home builders and irreparable damage to the reputation of the Irish timber 
industry.  
 
Given this critical situation, can you outline to me how you are going to significantly increase the rate at which the FAC 
hears and processes the current backlog of appeals against Coillte projects.  I would also be grateful if you could respond 
to this letter outlining the actions that the FAC will be taking to address these ongoing problems. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
________________  
Liam Malone  
Director of Forest Planning, Coillte Forest 
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