
Meeting Note, Land use evidential review meeting 1, 22nd July 2021 
Chair: Jonathan Derham, EPA 

Attendees: Frank Barrett (DAFM), Catherine Dunbar (DAFM), Mairead Glennon (GSI), Stuart Green 

(Teagasc), Tom Healy (CSO), Paul Kane (OSI), Marc Kierans (DECC), Fran Morrin (DAFM), Fiona 

O’Rourke (EPA), Lilian O’Sullivan (Teagasc), Niall Ryan (DAFM), Gemma Weir (NPWS) 

Apologies: Colin Bray (OSI), Eimear Cotter (EPA), Council), Beatrice Kelly (Heritage Council), Jack 

Nolan (DAFM), Ciaran O’Keefe (NPWS), Ray Scanlon (GSI), Gavin Smith (EPA), Virginia Teehan 

(Heritage Council) 

Agenda 

1. Introductions 
2. Progress of landcover mapping project 
3. The land use evidential review 

a. The rationale for the group 
b. The land use evidence review steering group 
c. The indicative tasks for the evidence review  

4. Open, roundtable discussion on the land use review, including: are there elements that 
should be added or changed, what activities are underway in your organisation that would 
contribute this evidential review? 

5. Dates for the next meeting 
6. AOB 

 

Specific Actions 

No Action Who 

1 Group to send any specific ideas or requests to Paul Kane for 
landcover products. 

All 

2 Group to send FOR recommendations for who should be on the 
group: don’t confine this to individuals, it may also be an area of 
expertise that we need to cover. 

All 

3 EPA to create a draft terms of reference for the group to include this 
new LU function for the existing LC SG to review. 

Fiona O’Rourke, EPA 

4 EPA to share wireframe document presented at the meeting Fiona O’Rourke, EPA 
(attached) 

5 Group to send comments on the seven tasks in the options 
document, and the content of the wireframe document to Fiona 
O’Rourke. Group to include in these comments any areas where 
their organisation will be able to provide an input. 

All 

6 EPA to send a doodle poll and draft TOR for a meeting end August 
early September 

Fiona O’Rourke, EPA 

7  EPA to address task 6 (stakeholder consultation) using the Call for 
Evidence framework 

EPA 

 

Summary discussion notes 

Item 2. Paul Kane (OSI) gave an update on the progress of landcover mapping project. For landcover 

mapping, the country is divided into eight biogeographical areas. Half the country has completed 



production and validation, the Burren area is to complete in August and the North-West and West 

will be completed in November. If external validation is possible for the NW and West (as has been 

done for the Eastern areas) this would be helpful. It will be next year when all data is ready to 

release but OSI are thinking about the products that would come from the landcover map. 

OSI (PK) can take submissions on the suite of landcover products that might be useful.  

Item 3: The land use evidential review 

Marc Kierans introduced the land use evidential review, which is one of two phases to deliver a land 

use plan. It will be run by the EPA. There will be an element of assessment to inform follow on 

policies and measures. The Programme for Government doesn’t note this is a one-off exercise but 

DECC recognise that it can’t be a one off, it is an ongoing programme of work. This is an opportunity 

to address gaps in land knowledge for Ireland – maybe this is something that is already articulated in 

existing grant and research submissions that haven’t yet been submitted or approved. 

Discussion points: 

• A steering group must be established: it made sense to EPA that we use the existing national 
landcover steering group. This is an extension of the original purpose of the landcover 
steering group that makes sense from the point of view of not creating duplicate groups, we 
should review the group for gaps in expertise we need to add. The group is invited to 
identify areas of expertise we need to add and also to nominate specific individuals if they 
are already known to group members. SG flagged that Teagasc have social research 
experience with respect to land. 

• Ideally it would be good to synchronise with work being doing by AFBNI (DAEARA).  

• The Terms of Reference for the group need to be reviewed and approved by the existing 
National Landcover Steering Group. 

• The scope of landowner decisions and how land use decisions can be influenced needs to be 
clearly defined in the evidence review. This informs what the drivers are for land use 
decisions. There is a legal framework that land use decisions operate in (e.g. removal of 
forests, planning control). It is important to get evidence for why landowners make the 
choices they make (evidence that is not just anecdotal). Future scenarios and how to best 
make sure they are optimised for the future is critical. It is important to know the ecosystem 
services being delivered to be able to make informed choices 

• Task 6 on the options paper mentions stakeholder engagement and public consultation. MK 
and FM clarified that the public consultation on the evidence review is very much about the 
science, technical part. The actual land use plan will be the real public consultation. For task 
6 FM sees this task not so much about who would contribute as what they would contribute. 
We can’t get into the policy and strategy parts at this stage, it has to be confined to seeking 
peer review of the evidence we have generated (not what is going to be done with it in 
policy). We are producing facts and we are seeking review of the facts. SG noted the 
opportunity to use public consultation as an input on the social aspects of land with scope 
for citizen science use. MH noted that DECC have used the “Call for Evidence” for this kind of 
consultation.  

• Timeframes for all the work are really tight, the Government want it as soon as possible. JD 
confirmed the EPA have to lead the work but will need input from all the organisations 
represented by this group. EPA want to have the bulk of work done end Q1 2022 

 

Item 5 – the next meeting will be end of August and EPA will send a Doodle poll.  

Item 6 – there was no AOB 


