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National Land Evidence Forum 

Terms of Reference / Standing Orders 

Adopted on 26th January 2022  

1. Objectives of the Forum 

(i) To enhance knowledge sharing and information exchange between public bodies on 

land science and policy.  

(ii) To contribute to the protection of Ireland’s environment and support sustainable 

development through land evidence development. 

(iii) To promote integrated land-mapping approaches to support decision-making on 

sustainable land use [Key Message #13, State of Irelands Environment report 2020].*  

(iv) To promote consistency in Land evidence practices and terminology across 

authorities. 

(v) To contribute to policy development and implementation through evidence collation 

and exchange. 

(vi) To share knowledge and data on monitoring land patterns to track effectiveness of 

policy implementation. 

(vii) To support the Government’s development of a land-use strategy.  

(viii) Advise on resourcing of future land evidence work as the need arises.  

2. Membership 

(i) The Forum shall consist of members from Central Statistics Office; Department of 

Agriculture, Food and the Marine; Department of the Environment, Climate and 

Communications; Environmental Protection Agency; Geological Survey Ireland; 

Heritage Council; National Parks and Wildlife Service (Department of Housing, Local 

Government and Heritage); Office of the Planning Regulator; Ordnance Survey 

Ireland; Teagasc; and other key relevant land use authorities as may be co-opted to 

the Forum.  

(ii) Where a department or agency has responsibility for a range of functions relevant to 

Land Use, representatives from the various divisions should be nominated as 

appropriate to technical working groups as may be established.    

(iii) Members nominated to the Forum should have relevant experience and policy interest 

in land use and landcover.   

(iv) Representatives from other public authorities, academia and other relevant experts 

may be invited to attend and participate at Forum meetings from time to time.  

(v) Members of the forum must act as the point of contact for this forum for their 

organisation: they must update colleagues on the outcomes of meetings and actively 

seek input or comment from colleagues where required to feed back to the forum. 
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3. Main activities 

(i) Sharing information between land use interested authorities, including emerging issues 

at national and EU level. 

(ii) Identifying key evidence gaps and information deficits at national level and seeking 

opportunities to address these.  

(iii) Overseeing the development of collaborative land evidence products and services. 

(iv) Establishment of technical sub-groups to deliver collaborative projects. 

(v) Contributing to national evidence and knowledge needs by participating in interviews, 

workshops, questionnaires and case studies. 

(vi) Contributing to development of national strategies on the development, quality 

assurance and use of good land data for environmental applications. 

(vii) Setting the Agenda for Forum meetings. 

(viii) Contributing to and maintaining a publicly available Land Evidence web page. 

(ix) Supporting land evidence related research needs assessment. 

(x) Contribute to expert review of evidence produced by forum members or on behalf of 

the Forum.  

(xi) Agreeing and implementing standards and practices that increase data sharing and 

interoperability to make land data available to decision makers. 

(xii) Sharing expertise and evidence with policymakers. 

(xiii) Advise on the completion of work arising from the OSI/EPA landcover map and 

subsequent land mapping products. 

 

4. Land Use Forum Documents  

(i) All key information and documents relating to the Forum shall be made available on 

an online area, including Terms of Reference, meeting agendas and minutes, 

membership list, contact information, working papers, etc.  

(ii) Access to the portal shall be restricted to Forum members and other key relevant 

nominated staff. 

(iii) …  

5. Meetings of the Forum  

(i) Communications shall be primarily via email.  

(ii) 2-3 meetings shall be held per annum. Additional meetings or workshops may be 

convened during the year if warranted.  

(iii) The chairing of meetings shall alternate on an annual basis between the nine core 

members (refer TOR Clause 2(i) above).  

(iv) The EPA shall provide secretariat services in support of the Forum, including assisting 

the Chair in organising and making all necessary arrangements for meetings.  

(v) A minimum of twenty-one days’ notice of every meeting shall be given via email to 

each member (except rare cases of very extenuating circumstances that require an 

urgent meeting). 

(vi) Meetings shall commence promptly at the allotted time and shall adhere to the 

agreed Agenda. 



 

Page | 3 
 

(vii) A decision by the Chairperson that specified information provided at a meeting of the 

Forum is confidential and not for public comment shall be final. 

(viii) The notice convening a meeting shall include a Draft Agenda. Forum members shall 

be invited to propose additional items to be included on the Agenda. 

(ix) A finalised Agenda shall be circulated at least three days prior to the meeting.  

(x) Items on the agenda not dealt with at a meeting will be brought forward to the 

following meeting. 

(xi) Minutes of all meetings shall be recorded by an EPA representative for subsequent 

adoption by Forum members. 

(xii) All decisions and agreed actions, as well as key discussion points, shall be recorded in 

the minutes. 

(xiii) The EPA shall circulate the draft minutes to each member for review no later than two 

weeks after a meeting and members shall revert to the Chair with any proposed 

amendments to the draft minutes within two weeks of having received them.   

(xiv) The minutes of each meeting, as confirmed or amended, shall be presented before the 

following meeting to be adopted by the Forum.  

(xv) Meeting minutes shall be uploaded by EPA to the Land Use Forum Portal. 

(xvi) Meetings shall be “virtual by default” to limit transport emissions and facilitate inclusivity 

of attendance outside of Dublin. In person meetings will be scheduled and located to 

facilitate use of public transport. 

(xvii) …  

 

 

 

 

* 

 
Key Message #13 From Ireland’s Environment: An Integrated Assessment 2020  
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