
,. Template AA Screening Form {26Nov18) 

To be completed by the Forestry Inspector as per AA Screening: Standard 

Operating Procedure, 26th November 2018 

AA SCREENING FORM (v.26Novls) 

Application Reference No.: Project type: 

lrFA- :=t-32 
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Applicant: ~ ~ Site location (townland, county): ~~]> 

Q.l Do any of the following scenarios apply? 

A. Project area overlaps a Natura site. 

B. Project area is 3 km or less from a Natura site (regardless of 
hydrological connection). 

C. Project area overlaps a FPM catchment (as per draft Forests & 
FPM Plan). 

D. None of the above apply, but the possibility of a significant effect 
on a Natura site cannot be ruled out, due to certain factors. 

For 18, use the measuring tool on iFORIS MapViewer, & not the 3 km 
referral buffer layer. 

lA -1C represent the 'likely zones of impact' for forestry projects. 10 
allows projects to continue to Q.2, even if outside of these zones. 

Yes 12(' NoD 

If 'Yes' for any of these 
scenarios, go to Q.2. 

Otherwise, go to CONCLUSION 
section & complete AA 
Screening Conclusion 1. 

J 



Q.2 Following Q.l, the possibility of a significant effect on a Natura site cannot be eliminated. Identify the relevant Natura site & specify which I 

scenario(s) applies. If two or more Natura sites apply, complete a separate row for each. 

Project area Project area 3 km Project area None of these scenarios apply, but the possibility of a 
overlaps this or less from this overlaps a FPM significant effect on this Natura site can't be ruled out, due to 

Natura site name & code Natura site Natura site catchment (as per certain factors outlined below. 
(regardless of draft Forests & FPM 

' 
hydrological Plan) 
connectivity) 

I 
I"""-

Yes I:(' NoD 
I 

SttlftJH t8L~ 3f4 
YesO NoD YesD NoD YesD NoD 

If 'Yes', describe: 

i2J6 0 YesD NoD YesD NoD YesD NoD YesD NoD 

If 'Yes', describe: 

YesD NoD YesD NoD YesD NoD YesD NoD 

If 'Yes', describe: 
- '------



Q.3 I have reviewed the qualifying interests & conservation objectives 
of each Natura site listed under Q.2. 

Q.4 I have reviewed & considered all referral responses & submissions 
received in relation to this project. 

Do not complete AA Screening if any consultation process is still 
ongoing. 

A recommendation by NPWS to undertake Appropriate Assessment 
should be enacted, unless there are compelling reasons not to. 

Q.S There is sufficient information in the application & available from 
elsewhere to complete this AA Screening. 

Yes ~!:(" NoD 

If 'No', review before proceeding. 

/ 
Yes7 NoD 

If 'No', review before proceeding. 

/ 

Yes EJ No D 

If 'No', seek further information, 
where that missing information is 

typically sought. However, if 
'above-and-beyond', select 

Conclusion 3 & request 
information through an N/5. 



Yes 0 No~ 
Q.G Is there a SAC (or SACs) listed under Q.2? 

lf'Yes', answerQ.6A to 6C, before going to Q.7.1f'No', go to Q.7. 

In responding to Q.6A to 6C, consider: 

,.. the nature, size & location of the project (including associated operations & ancillary works); 

,.. potential negative consequences, both immediate & into the future; 

,.. potential pathways; 

,.. the sensitivity of the ecological receptors (i.e. the qualifying interests & associated conservation objectives); & 

,.. possible in-combination effects with other existing plans & projects. 

However, exclude from your consideration, any safeguards within the project that are 'above-and-beyond' what is set out in published 
Forest Service guidelines, requirements & procedures, and any specific measures that you might otherwise attach to any 
recommendation to 'Approve with Conditions'. 

See accompanying AA Screening SOP, dated 261
h Nov. 2018. 

GA Could this project have a significant effect on any TERRESTRIAL 
HABITAT listed as a qualifying interest of any of these SACs? 

68 Could this project have project have a significant effect on any 
TERRESTRIAL SPECIES listed as a qualifying interest of any of these SACs? 

GC Could this project have a significant effect on any AQUATIC HABITAT 
or AQUATIC SPECIES listed as a qualifying interest of any of these SACs? 

Yes D NoD Unknown 0 

If 'Yes' or 'Unknown ', an Appropriate Assessment is required. 

Yes D No 0 Unknown D 

If 'Yes' or 'Unknown', an Appropriate Assessment is required. 

Yes D NoD Unknown 0 
If 'Yes' or 'Unknown', an Appropriate Assessment is required. 



Q.7 Is there a SPA or (SPAs) listed 
under Q.2? 

In responding to Q. 7 A to 7C, consider: 

Yes7 NoD 
If 'Yes', answer Q.7A to 7C. Then go to the 'Project Overview' box in the CONCLUSION section. 

If 'No', go to the 'Project Overview' box in the CONCLUSION section. 

,. the nature, size & location of the project (including associated operations & ancillary works); 

,. potential negative consequences, both immediate & into the future; 

,. potential pathways; 

,. the sensitivity of the ecological receptors (i.e. the qualifying interests & associated conservation objectives); & 

,. possible in-combination effects with other existing plans & projects. 

However, exclude from your consideration, any safeguards within the project that are 'above-and-beyond' what is set out in published 
Forest Service guidelines, requirements & procedures, and any specific measures that you might otherwise attach to any 
recommendation to 'Approve with Condittons'. 

See accompanying AA Screening SOP, dated 26th Nov. 2018. 

7A Could this project have a 
significant effect on any breeding 
population listed as a qualifying 
interest of any of these SPAs? 

7B Could this project have a 
significant effect on any wintering 
population listed as a qualifying 
interest of any of these SPAs? 

7C Could this project have a 

significant effect on any Wetland and 

Waterbirds listed as a qualifying 

interest of any of these SPAs? 

/ 

Yes 0 No£ir7 Unknown 0 
If 'Yes' or 'Unknown', an Appropriate Assessment is required, EXCEPT IF 'Yes' for Hen Harrier, in 
which case, apply Disturbance Operations Procedures in Appendix 21 of the Forestry Standards 
Manual. Note, do not approve afforestation within Hen Homer SPAs, pending the outcome of 

the Threat Response Plan process. 

Yes D No Unknown 0 

If 'Yes' or 'Unknown', an Appropriate Assessment is required. 

/ 

Yes D No Unknown 0 

If 'Yes' or 'Unknown', an Appropriate Assessment is required. 



1 AA SCREENING CONCLUSION 

If arriving at the CONCLUSION section via Q.1, Conclusion 1 applies. Delete 'Project 
Overview' & Conclusions 2-4 boxes, & proceed to sign-off. 

SCREENING Conclusion 1 [Project screened out due to physical separation] 

The project area is greater than 3 km from any Natura site and does not overlap any FPM catchment (as per the draft 

Forests & FPM Plan). 

Furthermore, there is no factor that overrides the protection provided by this physical separation. 

I deem that there is no possibility that this project will have a significant effect on any Natura site, due to physical 
separation and the lack of any ecological pathway. Any safeguards within the project, or any conditions attached to 
any approval issued, are unrelated to the protection of any Natura site. 

I therefore screen out this project for the purpose of Appropriate Assessment, i.e. Appropriate Assessment is not 
required. 

This determination represents SCREENING Conclusion 1. 

OR If arriving at the CONCLUSION section via Q.7, complete the following 'Project 

Overview' box. Then select a conclusion & compile a statement for each Natura site 
involved. Delete Conclusion 1 box & any other Conclusion boxes not used, & proceed to 

sign-of/. 

Project overview 

This project comprises XXX ha [OR] XXX m of afforestation I forest road works I thinning I felling & reforestation I 
aerial fertilisation I other [specify]. 

The soil type underlining the project area is mainly podzols I brown podzolics I brown earths I gleys I highly 
modified peat & peaty podzols I blanket bog I raised bog in nature. The slope is mainly flat to moderate (<15%) I 
steep (15% to 30%) I very steep (>30%). 

The project area is crossed by I adjoins an aquatic zone. [OR] The project area does not adjoin or contain an aquatic 
zone. 

The vegetation type(s) within the project area comprise [Describe based on information to hand. If possible, also 
describe hobitat{s), ideally using the 3'd level habitat names in Fossitt's A Guide to Habitats in lrelan~.] 

'Aquatic zone' is defined as any natural river, stream or lake (but not an artificial drain) iflustrated on an Ordnance Survey 6 inch 
map. Note, the EPA water layer on iFOR/5 may not capture all aquatic zones. 

The following are Screening statements & conclusions in relation to each of the Natura sites identified 
under Q.2. [Select a conclusion & compile a statement for each of the Natura sites involved~ as 
appropriate.] 

Continued ... 



[SCREENING Conclusion 2 Project screened out in relation to a specific Natura site, due to 
particular factor(s)] 

In relation to {insert SAC I SPA site name/ code], the project area: 

~ overlaps this Natura site 

)... is 3 km or less from this Natura site 

)... overlaps the FPM catchment (as defined in the draft Forests & FPM Plan), associated with this Natura site 

[OR] 

None of the spatial scenarios set out in Q.lA to lC apply. However, this physical separation does not eliminate the 
possibility of a significant effect. 

Having considered: 

~ the nature, size & location of the project (including associated operations & ancillary works), 

~ potential negative consequences, both immediate & into the future, 

~ potential pathways, 

)... the sensitivity of the ecological receptors (i.e. the qualifying interests & associated conservation objectives, 
as reviewed) & 

~ possible in-combination effects with other existing plans & projects, 

I deem that the project will not have a significant impact on this Natura site, due to the following factors: 

{Select those factors that are relevant (deleting all others) & amend wording, as required. Insert specific details, 
where poss1ble.] 

~ the position of the project area downstream from the Natura site, and the subsequent lack of any 
hydrological pathway 

~ the location of the project area within a separate water body catchment to that containing the Natura site, 
with no upstream connection, and the subsequent lack of any hydrological pathway 

~ the absence within and adjacent to the project area, of any of the habitat(s) listed as qualifying interests of 
the Natura site 

~ the unsuitability of the project area for use by species listed as a qualifying interest 

~ the nature of the project, in particular, [specify factor(s), e.g. small scale, non-mechanised, layout & design] 

~ the nature of the project area, in particular, [specify factor(s), e.g. flat, stable soil] 

~ the absence of any aquatic zone crossing or adjoining the project area 

)o. the lack of any significant relevant watercourses within the project area 

)o. mandatory adherence to any safeguards within the project, as set out in published Forest Service guidelines, 
requirements and procedures, in particular [list relevant safeguards] 

~ support for the project expressed by (list referral bodies or submissions, if supportive] 

~ the timing of operations to avoid [specify, e.g. breeding season, periods of heavy rainfall I high wind speeds] 

)o. due to [specify any other factor(s) that apply] 

(In considering the above, I have excluded any safeguards within the project that are 'above-and-beyond' those set 
out in published Forest Service guidelines, requirements & procedures, and any specific measures that might 
otherwise be attached to any recommendation to 'Approve with Conditions'.) 

Therefore, in relation to this NATURA site, the project can be screened out and an Appropriate Assessment is not 
required. 

In relation to this Natura site, this determination represents SCREENING Conclusion 2. 



• 

~ 

r-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
[SCREENING Conclusion 3 Project cannot be screened out in relation to a specific Natura 
site, therefore AA required] 
In relation to [insert SAC I SPA site name I code], the project area: 

r overlaps this Natura site 

~ is 3 km or less from this Natura site 

,.. overlaps the FPM catchment (as defined in the draft Forests & FPM Plan), associated with this Natura site 

[OR/ 

None of the spatial scenarios set out in Q.lA to lC apply. However, this physical separation does not eliminate the 
possibility of a significant effect. 

Having considered: 

,_ the nature, size & location of the project (including associated operations & ancillary works), 

' potential negative consequences, both immediate & into the future, 

~ potential pathways, 

' the sensitivity of the ecological receptors (i.e. the qualifying interests & associated conservation objectives, 
as reviewed) & 

~ possible in-combination effects with other existing plans & projects, 

I deem that there is a possibility that this project will have a significant effect on this NATURA site. due to the 
following factors: 

{Select those factors that are relevant (deleting all others) & amend wording, as required. Insert specific details, 
where possible.] 

:r direct hydrological connectivity {If possible, describe: the nature of the pathway (e.g. surface water, overland 
flow, ground water, karst); & the potential impact (e.g. silt, sedimentation, nutrient enrichment, changes in 
water flow patterns).] 

~ Annex 1 habitat listed as a qualifying interest is present within the project area [If possible, list habitat type & 
describe location onsite.] 

" , the significance of the project area for foraging, breeding, roosting (etc.) by a species listed as a qualifying 
interest [if possible, specify the nature of its use, e.g. foraging, breeding, roosting, transit.] 

~ insufficient and I or confl icting information, specifically [state issue], which prevents a sound judgement is to 
whether or not the possibility of a significant effect arises 

,_ due to [specify any other factor(s) that apply]. 

(In considering the above, I have excluded any safeguards within the project that are 'above-and-beyond' those set 
out in published Forest Service guidelines, requirements & procedures, and any specific measures that might 
otherwise be attached to any recommendation to 'Approve with Conditions' .) 

Therefore, this project must proceed to Appropriate Assessment in relation to this NATURA site, and a Natura 
Impact Statement must now be sought. 

In relation to this Natura site, this determination represents SCREENING Conclusion 3. 



.. 

{SCREENING Conclusion 4 Project wholly incompatible with specific Natura site & therefore 
cannot proceed] 

In relation to [insert SAC I SPA site name I code], the project area: 

;. overlaps this Natura site 

;. is 3 km or less from this Natura site 

;. overlaps the FPM catchment (as defined in the draft Forests & FPM Plan), associated with this Natura site 

[QB] 

None of the spatial scenarios set out in Q.lA to lC apply. However, this physical separation does not eliminate the 
possibility of a significant effect. 

Having considered: 

~ the nature, size & location of the project (including associated operations & ancillary works), 

~ potential negative consequences, both immediate & into the future, 

~ potential pathways, 

,.. the sensitivity of the ecological receptors (i.e. the qualifying interests & associated conservation objectives, 
as reviewed) & 

~ possible in-combination effects with other existing plans & projects, 

I deem this project to be wholly incompatible with this Natura site, in that any measure(s) (avoidance or otherwise) 
that has been or may be proposed will not be sufficient to prevent a significant effect. Specifically, [specify factor(s) 
that apply]. 

{In considering the above, I have excluded any safeguards within the project that are 'above-and-beyond' those set 
out in published Forest Service guidelines, requirements & procedures, and any specific measures that might 
otherwise be attached to any recommendation to 'Approve with Conditions'.) 

Therefore, in relation to this NATURA site, the project cannot proceed. 

This determination represents SCREENING Conclusion 4. 
Note, if Screening Conclusion 4 is selected for any Natura site, this overrides any other AA Screening Conclusion 
reached for any other Natura site. 

Forestry Inspector details 

Name: C-t-f71 ~LE5 {'""frH'( 
;)._ 'f-/ t/t 1 Date of completion of this AA Screening Form: 

Signature: ~ 

5C(I_~v4 ~ ::2 
End.~i~~~~~ 


