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1 Executive Summary
This report is an appropriate assessment screening of the Tralee Bawnboy
Greenway (hereafter called the “project”). The project is an amendment to the 11km
Tralee-Fenit greenway located on the former railway line that was approved under
Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act (PDA) (as amended) in 2018. The
Tralee-Fenit greenway was assessed at the time (July 2018) for significant effects on
European sites. None were identified and it was determined that an appropriate
assessment (AA) was not required.
It is now proposed to amend the route of the 11km greenway at its eastern end, close
to its terminus with the boundaries of Tralee town. The proposed amendment, the
Tralee-Bawnboy greenway (hereafter called the “project”) occurs in the townland of
Bawnboy and runs for c.1.3km. It is proposed to bring the project off the permitted
greenway route at Ch9750 and direct it through a greenfield site for c.500m. It is
then proposed to align the diversion with the former Tralee to Listowel railway
corridor. This corridor runs directly southeast for c.750m before it meets the
approved Tralee-Fenit greenway again at Ch10450.
In the context of this project a greenway is defined as a cycleway that caters for
pedestrian and cyclist in a recreational environment. This is in accordance with
Transport Infrastructure Ireland’s (TII) 2017 design guidelines - Rural Cycleway
Design (Offline) DN-GEO-03047, April 2017 (referred to as RCD hereafter).
The project is not designated as a European site (also known as Natura 2000 sites –
the terms are used interchangeably in this report). The closest European sites are
the Tralee Bay and Magharees Peninsula West to Cloghane cSAC and the Tralee
Bay Complex SPA. Neither designation is located adjacent to or in proximity to the
project but are downstream of the proposed amendment.
The aim of this AA screening report is to ascertain if the proposed project, either
alone or in-combination with the permitted greenway/and/or other plans/projects is
likely to have a significant effect on a European site and thereby require an
Appropriate Assessment (AA).
The screening for AA is recorded in this report. It has concluded that in accordance
with Section 177U of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and on
the basis of the objective information and reasons detailed in this report, that the
proposed Tralee-Bawnboy Greenway, a 1.3km amendment to the Tralee to Fenit
Greenway, located in the townland of Bawnboy, Tralee Co. Kerry individually or in
combination with other plans/projects is not likely to have a significant effect on a
European site (Natura 2000 site). An appropriate assessment, under Section 177V
of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), is not required.
The reasons for the above conclusion are as follows:
• the habitat found within and in the vicinity of the proposed project is not
annexed habitat and/or functionally linked habitat associated with the
Tralee Bay to Magharees Peninsula, West to Cloghane cSAC and/or the
Tralee Bay Complex SPA,
• No direct or indirect impacts to annexed habitats/species or birds of SCI were
identified. Annexed habitats/species/birds of SCI are predominately
marine/coastal in nature and are located at a considerable distance from
the project,
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•

•

•

The nature and scale of the works required to facilitate the construction of the
project within a relatively intact former railway line and a greenfield site
are not complex or technically difficult to achieve and significant effects
were not identified to annexed habitats/species/birds of SCI from the
works that would be required for this project either alone or in-combination
with the approved greenway and other plans/projects in the vicinity,
The proposed project runs through an actively farmed, agricultural landscape
on the outskirts of Tralee town and disturbance/displacement of annexed
species/birds of SCI was not considered likely from either construction or
operational stage of the project either alone or in-combination with the
approved greenway and other plans/projects in the vicinity, and
Finally, no in combination or cumulative impacts were identified between this
project and/or the previously assessed and approved Tralee to Fenit
Greenway or other proposed/foreseeable projects/plans. The amendment
to the approved route is minor in nature, is located in lands of low
ecological value with no potential to significantly effect a European site
identified.

It should be noted that measures intended to avoid or reduce negative effects on the
European sites have not been relied upon in reaching this conclusion.
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2 Introduction
2.1

Background

This report is an appropriate assessment screening of the Tralee Bawnboy
Greenway (hereafter called the “project”). The project is an amendment to the 11km
Tralee-Fenit greenway located on the former railway line that was approved under
Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act (PDA) (as amended) in 2018. The
Tralee-Fenit greenway was assessed at the time (July 2018) for significant effects on
European sites. None were identified and it was determined that an appropriate
assessment (AA) was not required.
It is now proposed to amend the route of the 11km greenway at its eastern end, close
to its terminus with the boundaries of Tralee town. The proposed amendment, the
Tralee-Bawnboy greenway (hereafter called the “project”) occurs in the townland of
Bawnboy and runs for c.1.3km. It is proposed to bring the project off the approved
greenway route at Ch9750 and direct it through a greenfield site for c.500m. It is
then proposed to align the diversion with the former Tralee to Listowel railway
corridor. This corridor runs directly southeast for c.750m before it meets the
permitted Tralee-Fenit greenway again at Ch10450. The study area and extent of
the project is shown in Figure 2-1 & Figure 2-2.
In the context of this project a greenway is defined as a cycleway that caters for
pedestrian and cyclist in a recreational environment. This is in accordance with
Transport Infrastructure Ireland’s (TII) 2017 design guidelines - Rural Cycleway
Design (Offline) DN-GEO-03047, April 2017 (referred to as RCD hereafter).
The project is not designated as a European site (also known as Natura 2000 sites –
the terms are used interchangeably in this report). The closest European sites are
the Tralee Bay and Magharees Peninsula West to Cloghane cSAC and the Tralee
Bay Complex SPA. Neither designation is located adjacent to or in proximity to the
project but are downstream of the proposed amendment.
The aim of this AA screening report is to ascertain if the proposed project, either
alone or in-combination with the permitted greenway/and/or other plans/projects is
likely to have a significant effect on a European site and thereby require an
Appropriate Assessment (AA).

2.2

The purpose of an Appropriate Assessment (AA) Screening

This report is a requirement under the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC - Directive
92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild Flora and Fauna. The
‘Habitats Directive’ provides legal protection for habitats and species of European
importance. It was transposed into Irish law by the European Communities (Natural
Habitats) Regulations, SI 94/1997, amended by the Birds and Habitats Regulation SI
No 477 of 2011.
The Habitats Directive indicates the need for plans and projects to be subject to an
appropriate assessment if the plan or project is not directly connected with or
necessary to the management of a Natura 2000 site, but is likely to have a significant
effect either individually or in combination with other plans or projects on Natura 2000
sites. This was reinforced in the ECJ ruling against Ireland in Case 418/04.
Specifically, Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive states:-
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Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of
the site but likely to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in
combination with other plans or projects, shall be subject to appropriate assessment
of its implications for the site in view of the site’s conservation objectives. In the light
of the conclusions of the assessment of the implications for the site and subject to
the provisions of paragraph 4, the competent national authorities shall agree to the
plan or project only after having ascertained that it will not adversely affect the
integrity of the site concerned and, if appropriate, after having obtained the opinion of
the general public.
In summary, an AA screening is an evaluation of the potential significant effects of a
plan/project on the conservation objectives of a European site. In a situation where it
is not possible to fully demonstrate that significant effects on the site would not occur,
an Appropriate Assessment is required. Plans/projects that require an AA can only
then be permitted after having ascertained that there will be no adverse effect on the
site integrity of a European site1.

2.3

Overview of the Appropriate Assessment Screening

In the preparation of this assessment reference has been made to the following
documents:•
Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland – Guidance for
Planning Authorities (2009).
•
European Commissions: Managing Natura 2000 Sites. The provisions of
Article 6, of the ‘Habitats’ Directive 92/43/EEC
•
European Commission: Assessment of plans and projects significantly
affecting Natura 2000 sites Methodological guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3)
and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC
•
Guidance document on Article 6(4) of 'Habitats Directive' 92/43/EEC
•
Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government (DEHLG)
Circular letter SEA 1/08 & NPWS 1/08 dated 15 February, 2008.
•
Department of the Environment (1994). Planning and Policy Guidance:
Nature Conservation (PPG9) (HMSO).
•
The European Communities (Natural Habitats) Regulations, SI 94/1997,
amended by the Birds and Habitats Regulation SI No 477 of 2011.
Further to the above, any project/plan must be screened for significant effects on
areas designated as European sites (normally called Special Areas of Conservation
(SACs) or Special Protection Areas (SPAs) or collectively as Natura 2000 sites).
This screening should be based on any ecological information available to the
authority and an adequate description of the project and its likely significant effects.
The results of the screening should be recorded and made available to the public. In
any case where, following screening, it is found that the project may have a
significant effect on the conservation objectives of a European site or that such a
significant effect cannot be ruled out, adopting a precautionary approach an
appropriate assessment of the project must be carried out.
The European Commission’s (2001) Methodological Guidance recommends a 4
stage approach in undertaking assessments under Article 6 of the Habitats
Directive:-

1

Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland – Guidance for Planning Authorities (2009)
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Stage 1
Screening: Determining whether the project/plan ‘either alone or in
combination with other plans or projects’ is likely to have a significant effect on a
Natura 2000 site.
Stage 2
Appropriate Assessment: Determining whether, in view of the site’s
conservation objectives, the plan/project ‘either alone or in combination with other
plans or projects’ would have an adverse effect (or risk of this) on the integrity of the
site. If not, the project/plan can proceed.
Stage 3: Assessment of Alternative Solutions: Where it has not been proven
that measures considered will not avoid or mitigate the adverse affect on the Natura
2000 site, then an assessment of the alternatives will be required; and if none are
acceptable then stage 4 is required to be considered.
Stage 4
Assessment where no Alternative Solutions Exist and where
Adverse Impacts Remain This will involve assessment where the plan/project is
considered to result in adverse impacts on the Natura 2000 site and no alternative
solutions remain – the imperative reasons of overriding public interest (IROPI) test
must be met before authorisation, permission or adoption of the plan/project is
agreed. This includes the agreement of compensatory measures.

2.4

Introduction to Stage One Appropriate Assessment Screening

The Screening Stage is used to identify whether the project, either alone or in
combination with other plans or projects, is likely to have a significant effect on a
European site. This report follows European Commission (2001) guidance which
recommends that AA screening should follow a four step process as outlined below:Step one: Determine whether the project is directly connected with or necessary to
the management of the site. If it is, then no further assessment is necessary.
Step two: Describe the project and other projects that, ‘in combination’, have the
potential to have significant effects on a European site.
Step three: Identify the potential effects on the European site.
Step four: Assess the significance of any effects on the European site.
As the project is not directly connected with or necessary to the management of any
European site, this assessment will proceed to step two of the process.
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Figure 2-1 Location of the 1.3km Tralee-Bawnboy project screened in this report.
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Figure 2-2 Proposed project screened in this report.
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3 Description of the plan and other plans and
projects that, ‘in combination’, have the potential to
have significant effects on a European (Natura
2000) site
3.1

Step 2: Introduction

This is the second step of the Stage One Screening process and provides a
description of the project and other projects that, ‘in combination’, have the potential
to have significant effects on a European/Natura 2000 site.

3.2

Site Location

The proposed project is shown in Figure 2-1 & Figure 2-2. The amendment relates
to the eastern end of the approved greenway, close to its terminus with the
boundaries of Tralee town. The proposed amendment occurs in the townland of
Bawnboy and runs for c.1.3km. It is proposed to bring the amended line off the
permitted route at Ch9750 and direct the line through a greenfield site for c.500m. It
is then proposed to align the diversion with the former Tralee to Listowel railway
corridor. This corridor runs directly southeast for c.750m before it meets the
permitted Tralee-Fenit greenway again at Ch10450.

3.3

Description of the Project

As noted, this project forms part of the previously approved Tralee to Fenit
Greenway. As regards design concepts, the project will follow those previously
outlined for the overall greenway project. Specifically, a description of the previously
granted Tralee to Fenit Greenway is provided in the Project Briefing Document for
the Tralee to Fenit Greenway, June 2018. The report is in turn informed by the TII’s
rural cycleway design standards - Rural Cycleway Design (Offline) DN-GEO-03047,
TII April 2017. Where applicable, the following design standards are also applied to
this project being screened in this report:
• National Cycle Manual, National Transport Authority, June 2011,
• NRA IAN 03/12, Provision for Cyclists and Pedestrians on Type 2 and 3
Single Carriageway National Roads in Rural Areas, Feb 2012,
• NRA Manual of Contract Documents for Road Works (NRA MCDRW),
Amendment No. 1 (December 2014) to NRA Specification for Road Works
Series 900 Road Pavement – Bituminous Bound Materials Dated March 2011
– CC-SPW-00900-04, and
• Specification for Road Works Series 1100, Kerbs, Footways and Paved
Areas, CC-SPW-011100 February 2012
In brief the project screened in this report will tie in with the criteria of the permitted
greenway and is therefore being designed as a low volume shared use two-way
cycle facility with pedestrians. Low volume is defined as usage less than 1,500 users
per day as set out in the aforementioned TII Rural Cycleway Design guidelines
(RCD).
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In general, the project will equally adhere to the following design parameters, as per
the overall scheme:
• Width – the available corridor using the railway track allows for a 4m wide
capping construction and a finished surfaced pavement of 3m in width,
• Buffer - a 1m buffer strip from the edge of the pavement is the target
objective.
• Gradients – the use of the existing railway track line facilitates the
achievement of the desirable 3% gradient. Off-line locations have site
specific gradients, and
• Drainage – the existing drainage will be reused and rehabilitated as
necessary.
Specific design details for the paving; junctions and ancillary works are in the Project
Briefing Document for the Tralee to Fenit Greenway, June 2018, but are described
briefly below.
3.3.1 Paving
It is proposed to pave the surface of the greenway. This will involve (see Figure 3-1):
o Using the existing railway ballast as the formation level, where applicable
o this will be made good as required using 50mm crushed limestone,
o where the ballast is not in-situ, the existing ground level will be excavated to
sub-formation level a layer of geotextile will be placed over to receive capping
layers,
o capping will be 250 mm layer of 100mm crushed stone finished with 50mm
crushed stone to formation level,
o a minimum of 150mm of Clause 804 will be placed on this layer as sub-base,
o a 40-55mm binder course will be placed over,
o a 30mm surface course on the binder course,
o finish level of the pavement will be higher than surrounding ground to allow
over-the-edge drainage, in areas of cut drainage will be specifically designed,
o edges will receive subsoil and topsoil to provide the buffer distance and will
be seeded, and
o final surface specifications to follow TII recommendations in RCD.
3.3.2 Junctions
Works at junctions with local access roads (public and private); agricultural tracks
and/or access to residential properties will follow TII RCD guidelines and are based
on a “give way” crossing. Physical infrastructure proposed at crossings – gates,
chicanes etc - will follow RCD recommendations.

Figure 3-1 Typical Cross section through the shared surface of the greenway
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3.3.3 Other ancillary design
The amendment to the permitted route is through a greenfield site and along the
former railway corridor of the Tralee to Listowel line. There will be minor works to
existing drainage on this line particularly at the location of an existing field drain at
Ch480.

Figure 3-2 Typical junction details of intersection between greenway

3.3.4 Construction Phase
The works to construct this element of the greenway will tie in with works on the
entire permitted greenway ie it will be undertaken in sections which is facilitated by
the linear nature of the scheme. A site compound will be located at the trail head, at
a point where access is via existing local access tracks, along the existing track
and/or the Bracker O Regan Road. A footprint of 25mx25m will provide sufficient
space for the compound. Once established a site compound will provide:
• adequate storage space and welfare facilities to allow the construction of the
greenway in an efficient and safe manner,
• safe access to the public road network,
• welfare facilities and canteen, secure lock up, storage space, room for plant
and equipment and circulation space etc.
Once access and the compound have been secured it is then proposed to:
• Install temporary fencing as required (stock proof fencing),
• Removal of any overburden on top of the in-situ ballast over the width of the
proposed route, topsoil and scrub,
• All culvert crossings will be reinstated/repaired as required,
• The overburden will be separated and stored for reuse on site or removed if
unsuitable for reuse,
• The ballast will then be exposed and brought to formation level using
imported 50mm stone/granular base material as necessary,
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•
•
•
•
•
•

3.4

Imported stone/granular base material, as necessary, will be brought on site
to form the sub base to the design level and with the appropriate cross fall for
drainage purposes,
Once the grading and compaction works are completed, a 50mm DBM Binder
Layer to Clause 906 will be laid to falls and cross falls,
A 30mm Surface Course to Clause 912 will be laid to falls and cross falls,
The retained suitable overburden material will be used to complete the buffer
strips,
All required line marking works will be completed and appropriate signage
erected,
The final section of work to be completed will be the installation of the
permanent fencing along with any speed control chicane structures, and
On completion removal of all temporary construction facilities and return the
access route and compound to pre-works condition.

Description of the Site of the Proposed Project

The project relates to an amendment to a previously approved greenway that runs
between Tralee and Fenit. As discussed the amendment relates to a 1.3km section
located at the eastern end of the scheme. Again, in the context of this screening a
greenway is defined as per the TII RCD guidelines - a cycleway that caters for
pedestrian and cyclist in a recreational environment.
The closest European sites are the Tralee Bay and Magharees Peninsula West to
Cloghane cSAC and the Tralee Bay Complex SPA. The proposed project is 2.6km
away from both sites (Figure 3-3 & Figure 3-4). European sites within 15km of the
proposed project are listed in Table 4-1.
The nearest watercourse mapped as part of the Water Framework Directive (WFD) is
the Pinure_102. It is shown in Figure 3-5.
Site inspections were undertaken April 2nd, 2020. The aim of the inspections was to
undertake a baseline ecological survey and evaluate the nature conservation
importance of the site at different times of the year. All survey work informed the
assessment of any direct, indirect and cumulative ecological implications or impacts
of the proposed project as presented in this report and specifically as described and
detailed in Kerry County Council’s Project Briefing Document for the Tralee to Fenit
Greenway, June 2018 document. Habitats were classed according to Fossit’s 2000
A Guide to Habitats in Ireland and nomenclature according to Webb’s 2012 An Irish
Flora and Rose’s 2006 The Wild Flower Key. The NRA’s Guidelines for Assessment
of Ecological Impacts on National Road Schemes, 2006, is used in the ecological
evaluation of the habitats found during inspections.

2

https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/
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Figure 3-3 Tralee Bay and Magharees Peninula, West to Cloghane cSAC to the south of the proposed project
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Figure 3-4 Tralee Bay Complex SPA to the south of the proposed project.
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Figure 3-5 Proposed project in red, relative to the Pinure_10 with the existing crossing of an unnamed field drain (CR7a) shown in green.
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3.4.1 Site Survey
For the description outlined below the terms project; former railway line; amended
route; proposed amendment to the greenway etc are used interchangeably to
describe the project and the local environment through which the amended line
passes. The overview should be read in conjunction with the Project Briefing
Document for the Tralee to Fenit Greenway, June 2018.
It is proposed to amend the route of the greenway at its eastern end, close to its
terminus with the boundaries of Tralee town. The proposed amendment occurs in
the townland of Bawnboy and runs for c.1.3km. It is proposed to bring the amended
line off the permitted route at Ch9750 of the permitted scheme. This location is just
beyond where the former railway line crossed under local road R551 (chainage 9700
– known locally as Blacks Bridge) (Photo 1). The amended route that travels c.north
through an agricultural field of improved grassland (GA1) (Photo 2). The line passes
to the west of an existing extant hedgerow (WL1) (Photo 2). The hedgerow is of
higher ecological value consisting of a typical low-lying agricultural field boundary
with native species. Of note is the location of a badger sett within this hedgerow
(Photo 3 & 4) (see EIA Screening report that accompanies this report for further
discussion of same).
To the west is the aforementioned Pinure_10 stream (FW2) (Figure 3-5) (Photo 5 &
6). It is located c.70m away at its nearest point. No works are proposed within, at or
near the watercourse. There is a natural rise in the topography of field that provides
a natural buffer between the route and the waterbody.
The amended route then passes through a hedgerow (WL1) and into another
improved agricultural field (GA1) (Photo 7). It travels a distance of c.500m before
joining the former Tralee to Listowel rail corridor. A derelict farmhouse and yard are
located in the field adjoining the route at this location (BL3) (Photo 7). This complex
of buildings does not form part of the project area and no impacts to the building
complex are likely. The route then follows along the former Tralee-Listowel rail
corridor (Photo 8). The corridor remains relatively intact although the rail tracks have
been removed (Photo 8 & 9). The corridor is in use as a farm track (BL3) and is
bordered either side by high hedgerows (WL1) broken intermittingly by access gates
(BL3). Evidence of the use of the track by badgers was noted. The track crosses
two perpendicular farm tracks that provide access to nearby farmyards (Photo 10).
At one location stone gates of the original railway remain intact (Photo 11). It is
proposed to retain this feature as part of the development.
The route cross a narrow field drain (FW4) at Ch480 (Figure 3-5) (Photo 12). The
feature has been historically doubly-piped under the existing railway corridor. The
rail corridor continues southeast for c.750m consisting of a grassed track (BL3) with
extant agricultural hedgerows on either side (WL1) (Photo 13). The amended route
meets the permitted Tralee Fenit greenway again at Ch10450 (Photo 14).
3.4.2 Overview
3.4.2.1 Habitats
In summary habitats within the amendment route predominately include hedgerows
(WL1); improved grassland (GA1); lowland/eroding rivers/streams (FW2), field drain
(FW4) with occurrences of tracks and built ground (BL3).
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Applying the NRA’s Guidelines for Assessment of Ecological impacts on National
Road Schemes, 2006, habitats along the route would be of local ecological
importance – moderate to high. The latter include hedgerows and watercourses.
Watercourses are discussed in more detail below.
No protected floral species listed by the NPWS were recorded but considering the
improved grassland/disturbed habitat along the line this is not surprising. The habitat
types would not be supportive of these protected species.
As noted the Tralee Bay cSAC is the closest cSAC to the amended route. However,
the cSAC is designated for marine/coastal habitat types located well outside and
away from the amended route (c.2.6km).
3.4.2.2 Otter
The only sign of mammal use was by badger – see EIA Screening report for
discussion of same. No signs of otter, an annexed species for the Tralee Bay cSAC
were recorded. COs for the cSAC indicate otter forage/commute along the coastline
of Tralee Bay (Figure 5-1). None of these areas occur at or near the proposed
project. The location of the amended route is a highly modified agricultural
landscape located on the outskirts of the town and as such would not be optimal otter
habitat. However, it is important to note that otter do occur in semi-urban/urban
settings. Notwithstanding this, no evidence of otter was found along the nearby
Pinure stream and/or the field drain at Ch.480 on the Tralee-Listowel line. It is
acknowledged that otter could still commute locally and potential impacts on the
species are discussed below.
3.4.2.3 Bats
The European sites screened for significant effects in this report do not have bat
species (ie Lesser Horseshoe bats) as qualifying interests. Possible impacts to bat
species are discussed in the EIA Screening report.
3.4.2.4 Birds
Birds of special conservation interest (SCI) specifically associated with the SPA are
predominately wintering birds. They do not breed in Ireland, rather they pass the
winter months feeding on the mudflats/sandbanks of Tralee and Brandon bay. The
project is predominately with improved grassland and hedgerows. The latter is not
supporting habitat for birds of SCI. Agricultural grassland however can be utilised by
some birds of SCI, this is discussed in more detail below.
Typical farmland/agricultural birds were noted flying in and around the amended
route during inspections. Hedgerows in particular provide suitable breeding habitat
for typical garden/hedgerow species including Blackbird (Turdus merula); Robin
(Erithacus rubecula); Wren (Troglodytes troglodytes); Chaffinch (Fringilla coelebs);
House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) and Blue tit (Cyanistes caeruleus). Possible
impacts on birds of non-SCI are discussed in the EIA screening report.
3.4.2.5 Watercourses
A review of the WFD data indicates that the project does not cross any recorded
watercourses. The nearest in the Pinure_10 but no works are proposed at or near
that waterbody. At its closest point, the watercourse is located 70m to the west of the
project as it runs through a greenfield site (Figure 3-5). The natural topography of

16

the field will ensure no connectivity between the works and the feature. There is a
natural rise in the elevation of the field between the works area and the watercourse.
Site inspections of the route identified one additional water feature that the project
crosses –identified as CR7a in Figure 3-5. The unnamed feature is not recorded in
the WFD and does not appear on mapping. CR7a is historically already crossed by
the Tralee to Listowel Line, at Ch480. The feature is a narrow field drain that is
doubly piped as it crosses under the former railway line. Although the feature does
not appear on WFD mapping, it can be presumed all watercourses are within the
Tralee Bay-Feale catchment draining into Tralee Bay. The bay in turn is designated
as the Tralee Bay and Magharees Peninsula West to Cloghane cSAC and Tralee
Bay Complex SPA.

3.5

Other Plans/Projects Alone or In-Combination that have a potential
for significant effects.

‘In combination’ is taken to refer to the cumulative effect of influences acting on
Natura sites from all plans and projects in the context of prevailing environmental
conditions. Underlying environmental trends such as sea level rises, climate change
and increased flood risk can also taken into account. The EU Commission’s 1999
Guidelines for the Assessment of Indirect and Cumulative Impacts as well as Impact
Interactions defined cumulative impacts in the context of EIA as impacts that result
from incremental changes caused by other past, present or reasonably foreseeable
actions together with the project.3 The EU Commission’s guidance notes cumulative
effect is the combined effect of all developments taken together4. In this context
cumulative effect is not just the sum of the effects of one project plus the effect of
another - it may be more, it may be less.5
DoEHLG (2009) guidelines state that in combination effects should be considered
and should include ex situ and in situ projects/developments. In the context of this
report the aim of this section is to identify any other projects/plans that may alone or
in-combination have a potential for significant effects on European sites.
As noted this project relates to a previously approved 11km greenway located
between Tralee and Fenit. This greenway as a Section 179, local authority own
development, was screened for significant effects on European sites in July 2018.
None were identified and the project was not subject to an AA. This amendment to
the scheme is now being screen to see if it alone or in-combination with the existing
permitted scheme is likely to now have a significant effect on a European site. The
screening is undertaken in the remainder of this report.
At the time of writing a proposed greenway in North Kerry, from Listowel east
towards the Limerick border, was also consented under Section 179 of the PDA in
2018. It was screened for possible significant effects on the environment/European
Sites, none were identified. The scheme is approximately 24km (as the crow flies)
from the project assessed in this report. It is located between the Kerry and Limerick
border within the Feale catchment/Lower Shannon cSAC. Considering the distances
involved and the lack of hydrological connectivity, no in-combination effects are
considered likely between that greenway and the project screened in this report.

3
Guidelines for the Assessment of Indirect and Cumulative Impacts as well as Impact Interactions, EU Commission
1999, p7
4
Guidance Document, Wind Energy Developments and Natura 2000, EU Commissions, 2010
5
Guidance Document, Wind Energy Developments and Natura 2000, EU Commission 2000, p45.
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At the time of writing the possibility of a greenway along the former Tralee-Listowel
line was also under review by the Tralee Municipal District and Listowel Municipal
District Areas offices. This greenway would potentially overlap with part of the
project screened in this report – notably the line of the former Tralee to Listowel
corridor. However, it should be noted the two projects (the project screened in this
report and a possible application for the Tralee-Listowel greenway) are not linked,
they are not functional independent. Neither scheme is reliant on the other. The
Tralee-Listowel project, if it progresses as a viable project, will be subject to its own
assessment if and when the Tralee Listowel greenway is brought forward as a
possible project for consent. Notwithstanding this it is also noted that the TraleeListowel greenway as a strategic level project forms an objective in both the Tralee
MD Plan and Tralee Town Development Plan, as amended and was subject to
environmental screenings during the drafting of those plans, respectively.
At the time of writing a review of Kerry County Council public planning map viewer
showed one recent planning application in the vicinity of the proposed development
(2093)6. It was for the retention of a garage/office and replacement of an existing
conservatory. It was granted and considering the scale, location and nature of the
development no in-combination effects are considered likely – it is a relatively smallscale development, within the grounds of an existing house located outside and way
from the route amendment. Several granted planning applications occur in the
environs of the site. These predominately relate to residential developments and/or
extensions/alterations to existing structures and/or agricultural use. In order to be
granted planning permission these developments would have to adhere to the
principles of proper planning and sustainable development.
Further to this assessment no in-combination effects from other projects are
considered likely with the project screened in this report. Taking account of existing
and other reasonably foreseeable developments in the area, it is considered that the
proposal in conjunction with those developments does not give rise to a negative
cumulative impact. Therefore, the cumulative impacts of the proposal are considered
to be negligible.

4 Characteristics of the European Sites
4.1

Step 3: Introduction

This is the third step of Stage One Screening, the purpose of which is to map and
tabulate the information available on all European sites within or immediately
adjoining the proposed project. As part of this, reasons for site designation and
environmental conditions necessary to support site integrity will be indicated, where
possible. It should be noted that European sites (Natura 2000 sites) include Special
Protection Areas (SPAs), Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) as well as proposed
sites awaiting approval – potential SPAs (pSPAs) and candidate SACs (cSACs).

4.2

Identification and consideration of European sites located within or
immediately adjoining the plan/project in situ and ex situ

There are a number of European sites which may potentially be affected by the
proposed project. In this report European sites considered are those located within
15km of the proposed project. The European sites listed below in Table 4-1 are
within or partially within 15km of the project.

6

http://gis/planningenquiry
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Table 4-1 European sites within 15km of the proposed project
Designation

Site Name and Code

cSAC

Tralee Bay and Magharees Peninsula West to
Cloghane
Akeragh, Banna and Barrow Harbour
Ballyseedy Wood
Slieve Mish
Magharee Island
Castlemaine Harbour
Lower Shannon
Tralee Bay Complex
Stacks to Mullaghareirk, West Limerick Hills and
Mount Eagle
Magharee Islands
Kerry Head
Castlemaine Harbour

SPA

4.3

Distance
from
European
site
to
proposed project
2.6km
6.6km
5.4km
5.7km
12km
13.5km
12km
2.6km
5km
12.6km
14.5km
14.6km

European sites which may be potentially significantly affected by
the Plan/Project

This section aims to look in more detail at the European sites potentially significantly
affected by the proposed project. Direct and indirect impacts have to be considered.
Indirect impacts or secondary impacts are those that are not a direct result of the
project7. Rather they are often produced away from the project as a result of a
complex pathway. The likelihood for indirect impacts to significant affect European
sites will be relative to the “linkage” between an impact source and a specific site.
The classic source-pathway-receptor model (SPR) applies in this context. Here the
source refers to the confined or discrete point from which pollutants are discharged
into the environment, the pathway is the route by which the particular pollutant then
travels through the environment and the receptor is the location where the pollution
event occurs.8 In the context of this assessment it is important to note that pathways
are determined by natural hydrogeological characteristics and the nature of the
pollutant, but can also be influenced by the presence of features resulting from
human activities9.
Indirect impacts in relation to this project and European sites can include those
caused by:
• Physical proximity to Natura sites,
•

Non-physical factors such as noise etc,

•

Interference with hydrological processes, and

•

Pollution, particularly water pollution.

The assessment in Table 4-2 uses this SPR model to assess potential indirect
impacts judged to be most prevalent to this project - physical proximity; interference
with hydrological process and disturbances to mobile species.

7
Guidelines for the Assessment of Indirect and Cumulative Impacts as well as Impact Interactions, EU Commission
,1999.
8
Guidance on the Authorisation of Discharges to Groundwater Version 1, December 2011. EPA
9
Ibid
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Table 4-2 Assessment of European sites within 15km of the proposed development.
Designation

Site Name and Code

Distance

cSAC

Tralee Bay and Magharees
Peninsula West to Cloghane

2.6km

Akeragh, Banna and Barrow
Harbour

6.6km

Ballyseedy Wood

5.4km

Slieve Mish

5.7km

Magharee Island

12km

Castlemaine Harbour

13.5km

Lower Shannon

12km

Tralee Bay Complex

2.6km

Stacks to Mullaghareirk, West
Limerick Hills and Mount Eagle

5km

Magharee Islands
Kerry Head
Castlemaine Harbour

13km
14.5km
14.6km

SPA

Impact Pathway (including
hydrological)
Yes-the proposed project is
within the catchment of the
cSAC
No - the proposed project is
not close to the cSAC, the
cSAC is designated for sand
dune and heath habitat that is
contained within the cSAC
designation. No works for the
project will occur with the
cSAC designation and there
is
no
hydrological
connectivity. The cSAC is not
designated for any annexed
species.
Therefore, no
source-pathway-receptor
exists between the proposed
development and the cSAC.
No – proposed project is a
considerable distance from
the site and no hydrological
connectivity
No – proposed project is a
considerable distance from
the site and no hydrological
connectivity
No – proposed project is a
considerable distance from
the site and no hydrological
connectivity
No – proposed project is a
considerable distance from
the site and no hydrological
connectivity
No – proposed project is a
considerable distance from
the site and no hydrological
connectivity
Yes the SPA is in the same
catchment and birds of SCI
are known to occur outside
the SPA within functionally
linked habitat.
No – considering the bird of
special conservation interest
for which
the site
is
designated (Hen Harrier) and
the
lack
of
suitable
foraging/commuting
and/or
breeding habitat and the
distance from the European
site to the proposed project.
No – considering the birds of
special conservation interest
for which the sites are
designated and the lack of
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Designation

Site Name and Code

Distance

Impact Pathway (including
hydrological)
suitable foraging/commuting
and/or breeding habitat and
the
distance
from
the
European
site
to
the
proposed project.

Further to the screening process undertaken above two European sites are
considered most likely to be potentially significantly affected by the proposed project:
• Tralee Bay and Magharees Peninsula, West to Cloghane cSAC
• Tralee Bay Complex SPA
These are the only sites considered in the remainder of this report. They are
described in greater detail in Appendix 1 and site synopses are available on
www.npws.ie.

4.4

Qualifying Interests and Conservation Status

Qualifying interests are the annexed habitats and species for which each European
site has been designated. In Ireland 59 habitats are considered Annex I, 16 of which
are priority habitats as they are in danger of disappearing across the EU. Twenty six
species (other than birds) are listed under Annex II. Under Annex I of the Birds
Directive 33 species of birds (also called Special Conservation Interests (SCI)) are
listed as requiring special conservation measures because of their rarity, danger of
extinction or vulnerability to habitat change10.
Of the European site considered in this report the qualifying interests, under Annex 1
(habitats) and Annex II (species) of the Habitats Directive, for that Natura site are
listed below in Table 4-3.

4.5

Conservation Objectives for European sites.

Under Article 4(4) and Article 6(1) of the Habitats Directive appropriate measures
must be undertaken within each Natura 2000 site to ensure the habitats and species,
i.e. the qualifying interests, for which the site was designated, are maintained in a
favourable conservation status.
In relation to habitats, Article 1(e) of the Habitats Directive states favourable
conservation status is achieved when:
•

its natural range and the areas it covers within that range are stable or
increasing,

•

the specific structure and function which are necessary for its long-term
maintenance are present and are likely to continue to exist in the foreseeable
future,

•

the conservation status of typical species that live in these habitat types is
favourable as well.

In relation to species, Article 1(i) of the Habitats Directive states favourable
conservation status is achieved when:
•

10

populations are maintaining themselves over the long term and are no longer
showing signs of continuing decline,

Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland, Guidance for Planning Authorities, DoEHLG, 2009
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•

their natural range is not being reduced,

•

there is, and will probably continue to be, a sufficiently large habitat to
maintain its populations on a long-term basis.

Table 4-3 European site and its qualifying interests in the vicinity of the proposed
works.
Designated
European Site

Distance
from
European
Site

Qualifying Interest
*Indicates Priority Habitat

Qualifying Habitat
Tralee Bay and
Magharees
Peninsula West to
Cloghane

•
•

2.6km

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

Tralee
Complex

Bay

2.6km

N/A

Estuaries [1130]
Mudflats and sandflats not
covered by seawater at low
tide [1140]
*Coastal lagoons [1150]
Large shallow inlets and bays
[1160]
Reefs [1170]
Annual vegetation of drift lines
[1210]
Perennial vegetation of stony
banks [1220]
Atlantic salt meadows
(Glauco-Puccinellietalia
maritimae) [1330]
Mediterranean salt meadows
(Juncetalia maritimi) [1410]
Shifting dunes along the
shoreline with Ammophila
arenaria (white dunes) [2120]
*Fixed coastal dunes with
herbaceous vegetation (grey
dunes) [2130]
Dunes with Salix repens
ssp.argentea (Salix arenariae)
[2170]
Humid dune slacks [2190]
Molinia meadows on
calcareous, peaty or claveysilt-laden soils (Molinion
caeruleae) [6410]
*Alluvial forests with Alnus
glutinosa and Fraxinus
excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion
incanae, Salicion albae)
[91E0]
Salicornia and other annuals
colonizing mud and sand
[1310]

Qualifying Species
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Otter (Lutra lutra)
[1355]
Petalwort
(Petalophyllum
ralfsii) [1395]

Whooper Swan
Light-bellied
Brent
Goose
Shelduck
Wigeon
Teal
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Designated
European Site

Distance
from
European
Site

Qualifying Interest
*Indicates Priority Habitat

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mallard
Pintail
Scaup
Oystercatcher
Ringed Plover
Golden Plover
Grey Plover
Lapwing
Sanderling
Dunlin
Black-tailed Godwit
Bar-tailed
Godwit
Curlew
•
Redshank
•
Turnstone
•
Black-headed Gull
•
Common Gull
Wetlands and Waterbirds

Achieving favourable conservation status requires each European site to have site
specific conservation objectives. These are a statement of the overall nature
conservation requirements of each site, expressed in terms of the favourable
condition required for the habitats and/or species (i.e. the qualifying interests) for
which the site was selected.11 For some European sites more detailed management
plans have been drafted by NPWS.
For the European sites considered in this report both sites have specific conservation
objectives and are available at http://www.npws.ie. This screening process will focus
on assessing the likely significant effects of implementing the proposed project
relative to the qualifying interests (habitats and species) outlined in Table 4-3.

11

Scott-Wilson et al, 2006. Appropriate Assessment of Plans.
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4.6

Identification of Potential Significant Effects to be assessed in this
Screening Report.

Describe the potential for significant effects on European Sites/Natura 2000 sites as a result
of the various elements of the project
Size and Scale
• The project relates to the proposed amendment to a previously
11km approved greenway between Fenit and Tralee. The
proposed amendment will see a diversion off the permitted
greenway for c.1.3km in the townland of Bawnboy. The size
and scale of the amendment is deemed minor in nature and not
identified as having a significant effect on European sites either
alone or in combination with over plans or projects most notably
the previously permitted greenway.
Distance from European sites
• This project is physically distant from European sites located
2.6km away. However, the project is nonetheless located
upstream of two European sites.
Resource Requirements
• The resource requirements for the amendment to the permitted
scheme is minor in nature. The amendment will see works
Describe the individual elements
required in a greenfield site for c.500m which was not
of the project (either alone or in
envisaged in the previously permitted scheme. However, the
combination with other plans
resource requirements for this is not significantly greater then
and projects) likely to give rise
what was required for the permitted scheme. As per the
to impacts on European site by
original route, all building materials to be used will be imported
virtue of:
on site. Some local excavated material at specific key points
• Size and scale
may be used in re-designing and landscaping the route –
• Distance
from
the
particularly soil taken from the greenfield element of the
European site or key
diversion. No part of the amended line is within a designated
features of the site
site or within ecologically sensitive lands, bar the disturbance of
a badger sett as discussed in the EIA screening report. No
• Resource requirements
(water abstraction etc)
significant effects on European sites are considered due to the
resource requirements of the proposed amendment either
• Emissions (disposal to
alone or in-combination with the permitted greenway.
land, water or air)
Emissions
• Excavation
• There is existing drainage in place for where the amendment is
requirements
proposed to use the former Tralee-Listowel line.
• Transportation
• Drainage works required for the project in the greenfield site will
requirements
be minimal due to the natural topography of the field and
• Duration of construction,
gradient of the landscape.
operation,
• There will be minor emissions from machinery etc used during
decommissioning
the construction works, however these are not deemed likely to
• other
have an impact on the local environment.
• The project will not require any abstraction or use of local water
resources.
Excavation requirements
• The excavation requirements for the amendment to the
permitted scheme is minor in nature. The amendment will see
works required in a greenfield site for c.500m which was not
envisaged in the previously permitted scheme. However, the
excavations for this element is relatively minor in nature, the
excavation will be in a greenfield site and will not entail deep or
complex works.
The excavation works required will be
contained within the works corridor that can be easily fenced off
and managed. The nearest watercourse to the works is the
Pinure_10 located 70m away from the work area at the closest
point. However, the watercourse is buffered the natural
topography of the field as there is a slight rise in field between
the proposed route and the feature. No discharges to the
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Describe the potential for significant effects on European Sites/Natura 2000 sites as a result
of the various elements of the project
stream are likely. Notwithstanding this, the likelihood for any
discharges due to the nature of the works in this area is not
identified, the works will involve fencing; shallow excavations;
laying of fill material and tarmac. No potential for impacts on
the watercourse are identified. Finally, no deep or complex
excavation required that are likely to affect groundwater. No
significant effects on European sites are therefore identified
from the excavation requirements of the project either alone or
in-combination with the permitted scheme.
Transportation requirements
• Transportation requirements will include the use of machinery
and trucks to deliver material and undertake associated
earthworks. There is an existing road network that services the
area and this will be used for the delivery and movement of all
materials.
• No disturbance to key species considering the location of the
project at a considerable remove from European sites and
within an area with baseline levels of disturbance from
agricultural activity.
Duration of construction, operation, decommissioning
• The entire works are likely to take 12-18 months

The assessment of the significance of the potential effects noted above will be
addressed in the next section. This will be undertaken relative to the qualifying
interests of the European sites within the zone of influence of the proposed project.

5 Assessment of the significance of any effects on
European Sites
5.1

Introduction

This is the fourth and final step of Stage One Screening and involves an assessment
of the significance of any significant effects, identified in the previous section, on
European sites. In identifying the potential significant effects a range of factors were
taken into account, including the possibility of effects manifesting themselves in the
short, medium and long-term, in combination effects and the potential impacts of
climate change. In addition, the precautionary principle was adhered to in the
carrying out of this assessment.

5.2

Data sources, consultation, gaps and limitations

The AA screening of potential significant effects on European sites in this study is
based on consultation, a desktop review of literature, existing and relevant NPWS
Natura 2000 Site Synopses Data, Qualifying Interests, Conservation Management
Plans, the (draft) Conservation Objectives and Ireland’s latest Article 17 reports on
the status of protected species and habitats.

5.3

Assessment of Significance of Potential Effects on European Sites.

5.3.1 Defining Likely Significant Effects
The European Commission guidelines state the in order to assess the likely
significant effects on Natura 2000 sites all elements of the project or plan must be
identified. This section aims to identify elements of the works that have the potential
or are likely to significant affect a Natura 2000 sites. Likely effects are considered at
construction and operational phases and are assessed according to short-term,
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medium term, long-term and cumulative effects in combination with other plans and
projects identified.
Significance factors have been identified and adapted from the European
Commission’s Assessment of Plans and Projects significantly Affecting Natura 2000
sites, Methodological guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the
Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC as:
•

Loss/alteration of habitat

•

Fragmentation of key species or habitats

•

Disturbance and/or displacement of key species

•

Water resource and quality

Further to this classification of significance factors, this section will assess the works
relative to the factors listed above. The aim is to identify potential for significant
effects on the qualifying interests of European sites listed in Table 4-3.

5.4

Loss/alteration of habitat

Tralee Bay and Magharees Peninsula West to Cloghane cSAC.
Table 4-3 lists the annexed habitat for which the Tralee Bay and Magharees
Peninsula West to Cloghane cSAC is designated. Habitats are classified in Table
5-1 below.
Table 5-1 Classification of annexed habitats in the cSAC
Estuarine

•
•
•

Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae) [1330]
Mediterranean salt meadows (Juncetalia maritimi) [1410]
Salicornia and other annuals colonizing mud and sand [1310]

Marine

•
•
•
•

Estuaries [1130]
Reefs [1170]
Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide [1140]
Large shallow inlets and bays [1160]

Coastal

•
•

*Coastal lagoons [1150]
Shifting dunes along the shoreline with Ammophila arenaria (white
dunes) [2120]
*Fixed coastal dunes with herbaceous vegetation (grey dunes)
[2130]
Dunes with Salix repens ssp.argentea (Salix arenariae) [2170]
Humid dune slacks [2190]
Annual vegetation of drift lines [1210]
Perennial vegetation of stony banks [1220]

•
•
•
•
•
Terrestrial

•
•

Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or clavey-silt-laden soils
(Molinion caeruleae) [6410]
*Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (AlnoPadion, Alnion incanae, Salicion albae) [91E0]

*Identifies priority annexed habitat
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As noted the cSAC has detailed conservation objectives (CO) drafted by the
NPWS12. The COs include detailed habitat mapping of the above qualifying
interests. COs are also accompanied by various supporting documents13. This
information and site inspections as detailed in Section 3.4 inform the screening
assessment undertaken in this report.
As the proposed project is outside the cSAC designation and located 2.6km from the
boundary. As such no direct impacts on annexed habitat is likely. Habitat types
listed above in Table 5-1 are not found in proximity to the route, no direct impacts on
these habitats is considered likely due to the intervening distances. Estuarine habitat
associated with the cSAC occurs in inner Tralee Bay with salt marsh habitat along
the northern shoreline of the Dingle Peninsula and close to Tralee town at
Blennerville; dune habitat predominately along the Magharees peninsula and the
northern shoreline of the Dingle Peninsula; coastal lagoons near Castlegregory and
terrestrial habitats at specific locations along the northern shoreline of the Dingle
Peninsula14. These habitat types are all either a considerable distance away or have
no tenable connectivity to the proposed project. In conclusion no direct impacts on
annexed habitat listed above are considered likely from the project screened in this
report. Possible indirect impacts are discussed in the next sections.
Tralee Bay Complex SPA
The SPA is designated for wintering waterfowl and waders listed above in Table 4-3.
These birds of SCI predominately feed on the extensive areas of mudflats and
sandbanks exposed during low tides in Tralee Bay. A review of Section 3.4 indicates
the existing habitat on the route is predominately improved agricultural grassland and
hedgerows. Considering the distance away from these fields to the SPA boundary,
the lands are not identified as supporting habitat/functionally linked for species for
which the SPA is designated. A review of the COs supporting document for the SPA
indicates no suitable habitats or functionally linked habitats occur at the location of
the project15.
Possible indirect effects on habitat that birds do feed on –
mudflats/sandflats- are discussed below.
5.4.1 Fragmentation of key species or habitats
Tralee Bay and Magharees Peninsula West to Cloghane cSAC.
Table 4-3 lists the qualifying species considered likely to be significantly affected by
the proposed development. Further to the screening outlined above in the above
section the only habitats listed in Table 5-1 deemed likely to be indirectly affected by
the proposed development are the marine habitats - reefs, mudflats and shallow
inlets and bays located within Tralee Bay. All other annexed habitat for which the
cSAC is designated do not occur in proximity of the project. As such no direct
fragmentation of key habitats is considered likely. Possible indirect fragmentation are
discussed in more detail in the next sections.
12

NPWS (2014) Conservation Objectives: Tralee Bay Complex SPA 004188. Version 1. National Parks and Wildlife
Service, Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht and NPWS (2014) Conservation Objectives: Tralee Bay and
Magharees Peninsula, West to Cloghane SAC 002070. Version 1. National Parks and Wildlife Service, Department
of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht – [both available at https://www.npws.ie/protected-sites/sac/002070]
13 NPWS 2014, Tralee Bay and Magharees Peninsula, West to Cloghane SAC (site code: 2070), Conservation
objectives supporting document - Marine Habitats, Version 1; NPWS 2013 Tralee Bay and Magharees Peninsula,
West to Cloghane SAC (site code 2070), Conservation objectives supporting document -coastal habitats NPWS
Version 1 & Tralee Bay and Magharees Peninsula, West to Cloghane, SAC (site code 2070) Conservation objectives
supporting document-woodland habitats, Version 1, November 2013.
14
Ibid
15
Tralee Bay Complex Special Protection Area (Site Code 4188) Conservation Objectives Supporting Document,
VERSION 1 National Parks & Wildlife Service March 2014.
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In relation to species, the cSAC is designated for two annexed species – petalwort
and otter. Petalwort is a small green thallose liverwort species associated with mildly
to strongly base rich damp ground in dune slacks and in short, sandy turf, usually
close to the sea16. The location of the species within the cSAC is mapped by NPWS
and occurs at specific locations on the Magharees Peninsula. This combined with
the fact there is no suitable habitat along amendment route implies significant effects
on the species can be ruled out. It is not considered further in this report.
In relation to otter, the species is known to occur in the cSAC – areas of otter activity
are mapped in the COs for the cSAC and otters are regularly seen along the coast
line (Figure 5-1). Furthermore, one watercourse marked as being used by otter by
the NPWS – a tributary of the Pinure at the point where the waterbody discharges
into Tralee Bay. Otter is also recorded in the National Biodiversity Data Centre
(NBDC) map viewer as occurring with the grid squares through which the project
travels17.
As discussed above, the only sign of mammal use recorded during
inspections was badger – see EIA Screening report for discussion of same. The
location of the project is within a highly modified agricultural landscape located on the
outskirts of the town and as such would not be optimal otter habitat. However, it is
important to note that otter do occur in semi-urban/urban settings. Applying the
precautionary principle, it is acknowledged that otter could still commute locally in the
landscape.
It is noted that otters as a species have two basic requirements - aquatic prey and
safe refuges where they can rest18 and tend to exploit a narrow strip of habitat at the
aquatic – terrestrial interface19. As noted for this project works required will not
involve any impacts on watercourse or involve significant changes to the corridor or
greenfield site. Drainage is not identified as a key constraint here as the topography
is naturally flat and the existing drainage will not be affected – the existing conditions
will remain intact. The existing drainage scheme originally built as part of the railway
line for Tralee-Listowel will remain as constructed including existing crossings of the
aforementioned field drain.
The sections of the project that pass through the greenfield site is proposed to be
fenced as a means to separate out the greenway from the adjacent field. In addition,
gates and other infrastructure are proposed at crossing points for farm machinery or
access to farm buildings (as shown in Figure 3-2). Fencing will be mammal proof.
Fencing will not therefore act as a barrier to otter (or other mammals) using the local
landscape. They can continue to use the line and criss-cross between the line and
surrounding lands. There will be no change to existing access for otter. The gates
proposed to facilitate existing agricultural crossings/driveways will not act as barriers.
The design makes the structures completely accessible to wildlife – their function is
to stop pedestrian and bike traffic – they will be completely permeable to all
mammals including if applicable otter.

16
Atherton I, Bosanquet S and Lawley M (2010) Mosses and Liverworts of Britain and Ireland, A Field Guide.
Published by the British Bryological Society, Plymouth, p234.
17
http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/ [accessed 1/5/20]
18 NPWS (2013) The Status of EU Protected Habitats and Species in Ireland. Species Assessments Volume 3,
Version 1.0. Unpublished Report, National Parks & Wildlife Services. Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht,
Dublin, Ireland, p353.
19
NPWS (2009) Threat Response Plan: Otter (2009-2011). National Parks & Wildlife Service, Department of the
Environment, Heritage & Local Government, Dublin. www.npws.ie
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Figure 5-1 Otter activity recorded within the Tralee Bay and Magharees Peninsula, West to Cloghane.
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As regards possible operational impacts – again the corridor will remain as is while
the existing hedge will be followed in the greenfield site alignment. There will be a
new proposed surface and initially the hedges where required will be trimmed.
However, overall the layout, topography etc of the alignment remains the same.
Access will not be affected, specifically access to any existing watercourses while
coastal habitats are not located near the project. Otter, and other mammals, can
continue to access the landscape through which the amended route passes. The
existing drainage scheme and existing accesses remain intact.
In addition, works to construct the scheme will be undertaken in normal working,
daylight hours. Otter are a predominately nocturnal species and are unlikely to be
affected by the works. The line passes through a farmed landscape where farm
machinery is a common occurrence. There are also several residences in the
locality. Use of the greenway by cyclists/pedestrians is unlikely to cause significant
disturbance to the species. Otter populations are already habituated to an intensive
farmed landscape.
Further to above no direct fragmentation of habitats/species associated with the
cSAC is deemed likely. Possible indirect impacts on otters is discussed below.
Tralee Bay Complex SPA
The SPA is predominately designated for wintering waterfowl/waders. Although
these species can utilise other supporting lands for roosting etc, the habitat of the
route amendment as detailed in Section 3.4 is not deemed particularly suitable
foraging or roosting habitat. The extensive mud and sand banks within Tralee Bay
located to the south provides ample feeding grounds for the birds of conservation
interest. The birds predominately feed during low tide over the winter months.
Supporting habitat, for example agricultural grassland for roosting occurs throughout
the area – the route essentially passes through a farmed agricultural landscape.
Considering the distance away from these fields to the SPA boundary, the lands are
not identified as supporting habitat/functionally linked for species for which the SPA is
designated. A review of the COs supporting document for the SPA indicates suitable
habitats or functionally linked habitats occur closer to Tralee bay away from the
location of the project20. No fragmentation of habitats on which birds of SCI are
reliant is identified from the project.
5.4.2 Disturbance and/or displacement of key species
As noted in the preceding section significant effects were not identified for any of the
habitats/species designated for the Tralee Bay and Magharees Peninsula, West to
Cloghane cSAC or Tralee Bay Complex SPA.
5.4.3 Water resource and quality
As detailed in Section 5.4 no annexed habitats will be directly impacted by the works.
The works are within the same catchment as the Tralee Bay and Magharees
Peninsula, West to Cloghane cSAC/Tralee Bay Complex SPA.
A review of the Water Framework Directive (WFD)21/EPA mapping indicates the
project does not cross any named waterbodies. The nearest named waterbody is the
Pinure_10. It is located 70m at the closet point from the project where the
amendment travels through two agricultural fields. No works are proposed at, in or
20
Tralee Bay Complex Special Protection Area (Site Code 4188) Conservation Objectives Supporting Document,
VERSION 1 National Parks & Wildlife Service March 2014.
21 https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/
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near the waterbody. Site inspections confirmed one unnamed crossing of a field
drain located under the former Tralee-Listowel line at Ch480. All watercourses drain
into Tralee Bay – designated as the Tralee Bay cSAC/SPA.
The works proposed for the project will see no new crossings. No in-stream works or
any works to riparian habitat is required at or near Pinure_10. Therefore, no direct
impacts on freshwater habitat or species is likely. All works will occur within along
amended route as it passes through these greenfield sites. Due to the topography of
the land here and the nature the works required at this location, no possible indirect
impacts are identified to this waterbody. The distance between the line of the
greenway and the watercourse is naturally buffered by agricultural grassland that
rises slightly from the route to the watercourse. No potential for run-off to reach the
watercourse is identified.
As noted a field drain already crossed by Tralee-Listowel route is proposed to be reused for this project. This feature, although unmapped ultimately drains into the
designated Tralee bay. Notwithstanding this, the likelihood that the feature will be
impacted by the works to such a degree as to cause a significant effect on annexed
habitats located a considerable distance downstream is not identified. Annex
habitats are marine/estuarine and located with Tralee bay. The marine and
particularly estuarine nature of the bay implies habitats for which the cSAC are
designated exist in a dynamic and constantly changing environment with baseline
levels of turbidity and sedimentation due to the very nature of the habitat types.
Having regard to this but in particular the considerable intervening distance between
the field drain, the nature of the works required to facilitate the greenway on an
existing farm track and the habitats and species that occur in Tralee Bay, significant
effects on the annexed habitat types from any works proposed to facilitate this project
is not deemed likely.
It is therefore concluded that no indirect impacts on habitats/species for which the
cSAC is designated are likely to occur further to any possible impacts on water
quality from the project screened in this report either alone or in-combination with the
permitted greenway/and/or other plans and projects.
Tralee Bay Complex SPA
As noted the birds of SCI are predominately waders that feed on estuarine and
marine annexed habitat types and/or forage in close proximity to the bay. As the
proposed scheme is not deemed likely to impact annexed habitat that supports these
populations, no indirect impacts on birds of SCI are identified.

5.5

Summary of AA Screening

In conclusion to determine the potential significant effect, if any, for the proposed
amendment to the permitted Tralee to Fenit greenway by 1.3km in the townland of
Bawnboy, Co. Kerry an Appropriate Assessment screening report was undertaken.
A summary of the screening is provided in a matrix outlined below in Table 5-2.

31

Table 5-2 Screening matrix for the potential of the proposed project assessed in this
report to significantly effect a European site22
Brief description of the Plan/Project

amendment to the approved Tralee to Fenit
greenway by 1.3km in the townland of
Bawnboy,

Brief description of the European site(s)

Due to the scale and nature of the project the
European sites considered most likely to be
potentially significantly affected is:
1. Tralee
Bay
and
Magharees
Peninsula, West to Cloghane cSAC
and
2. Tralee Bay Complex SPA
Assessment Criteria

Describe the individual elements of the
project (either alone or in combination
with other plans and projects) likely to
give rise to impacts on European site(s).

Describe any likely direct, indirect or
secondary impacts of the project (either
alone or in combination with other plans
or projects) on the European site by virtue
of:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Direct impacts on annexed habitats
and species

•

Disturbance/displacement of
annexed species

•

Indirect impacts to annexed species
and habitats

See Section 3.3.

Size and scale
Land-take
Distance from the European site or
key features of the site
Resource requirements (water
abstraction etc)
Emissions (disposal to land, water
or air)
Excavation requirements
Transportation requirements
Duration
of
construction,
operation, decommissioning
other

Describe any likely changes to the site
arising as a result of:
•

Loss/alteration of habitat

•

Fragmentation of key species or
habitats

•

No likely changes to European sites
as a result of loss/alteration of habitat
– no annexed habitat within the
amended route corridor. Nearest
annexed habitat is marine/coastal
habitat located outside the footprint

22 Table template adapted from the European Commission’s: Assessment of plans and projects significantly affecting
Natura 2000 sites Methodological guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive
92/43/EEC
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•

Disturbance and/or displacement
of key species

•

Water resource and quality

Describe any likely impacts on the
European site as a whole in terms of:
•

Interference with key relationships
that define the structure of the site

•

Interference with key relations that
define the function of the site

Provide indicators of significance as a
result of the identification of effects set
out above in terms of:
•

Loss/alteration of habitat

•

Fragmentation of key species or
habitats

•

Disturbance and/or displacement

of the works over 2.6kms away
•

The marine and particularly estuarine
nature of the bay implies habitats for
which the cSAC are designated exist
in a dynamic and constantly
changing environment with baseline
levels of turbidity and sedimentation
due to the very nature of the habitat
types. Significant effects on the
annexed habitat types from any
works proposed to facilitate the
project is not deemed likely.

•

No new watercourse requires
crossing by the project. One existing
field drain already crossed by the
Tralee-Listowel line to be re-used.
No significant effects identified.

•

At operational no emissions to
ground, water or air likely form the
proposed project.

•

No likely changes to European sites
as a result of fragmentation of key
species/habitats.

•

No likely changes to European sites
as a result of
disturbance/displacement due to the
nature of the landscape through
which the amendment is passing and
the nature of works required to
construct the greenway within an
existing corridor/greenfield site.

•

No disturbance at operational stage
considered likely, the project passes
through an already actively managed
and used agricultural landscape.

None identified - no likely impacts on the
function and/or structure of European sites
screened in this report

Not applicable as no effects have been
determined under each criteria in this report.

33

of key species
•

Water resource and quality

Describe from the above those elements
of the project or plan, or combination of
elements where the above impacts are
likely to be significant or where the scale
or magnitude of impacts are not known.

Not applicable as no effects have been
determined under each criteria in this report.
No significant effects on European sites are
therefore identified from the proposed project
either alone or in-combination with the
permitted greenway and/or other plans or
projects.

5.6 Conclusion
5.6.1 Conclusion Statement
In accordance with Section 177U of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as
amended) and on the basis of the objective information and reasons detailed in this
report, that the proposed Tralee-Bawnboy Greenway, a 1.3km amendment to the
approved Tralee to Fenit Greenway, located in the townland of Bawnboy, Tralee Co.
Kerry individually or in combination with other plans/projects is not likely to have a
significant effect on a European site (Natura 2000 site). An appropriate assessment,
under Section 177V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), is not
required.
5.6.2 Reasons for Conclusion
The reasons for the above conclusion are as follows:
• the habitat found within and in the vicinity of the proposed project is not
annexed habitat and/or functionally linked habitat associated with the
Tralee Bay to Magharees Peninsula, West to Cloghane cSAC and/or the
Tralee Bay Complex SPA,
• No direct or indirect impacts to annexed habitats/species or birds of SCI
were identified. Annexed habitats/species/birds of SCI are predominately
marine/coastal in nature and are located at a considerable distance from
the project,
• The nature and scale of the works required to facilitate the construction of
the project within a relatively intact former railway line and a greenfield
site are not complex or technically difficult to achieve and significant
effects were not identified to annexed habitats/species/birds of SCI from
the works that would be required for this project either alone or incombination with the approved greenway and other plans/projects in the
vicinity,
• The proposed project runs through an actively farmed, agricultural
landscape on the outskirts of Tralee town and disturbance/displacement
of annexed species/birds of SCI was not considered likely from either
construction or operational stage of the project either alone or incombination with the approved greenway and other plans/projects in the
vicinity, and
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•

Finally, no in combination or cumulative impacts were identified between
this project and/or the previously assessed and approved Tralee to Fenit
Greenway or other proposed/foreseeable projects/plans. The amendment
to the approved route is minor in nature, is located in lands of low
ecological value with no potential to significantly effect a European site
identified.

It should be noted that measures intended to avoid or reduce negative effects on the
European sites have not been relied upon in reaching this conclusion.
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6 Finding of No Significant Effects Report (FONSE)
6.1 Introduction
This Findings of No Significant Effects Report (FONSE) documents the conclusions
of an Appropriate Assessment screening of the proposed Tralee-Bawnboy
Greenway, a 1.3km amendment to the Tralee to Fenit Greenway, located in the
townland of Bawnboy, Tralee Co. Kerry. The amendment occurs at its eastern end,
close to its terminus with the boundaries of Tralee town. It is proposed to bring the
amended line off the permitted route at Ch9750 and direct the line through a
greenfield site for c.500m. It is then proposed to align the diversion with the former
Tralee to Listowel railway corridor. This corridor runs directly southeast for c.750m
before it meets the permitted Tralee Fenit greenway again at Ch10450

6.2 Name and Location of European sites
The following European sites are within 15km of the development site.
Designation

Site Name and Code

Distance

cSAC

Tralee Bay and Magharees
Peninsula West to Cloghane

2.6km

Akeragh, Banna and Barrow
Harbour

6.6km

Ballyseedy Wood

5.4km

Slieve Mish

5.7km

Magharee Island

12km

Castlemaine Harbour

13.5km

Lower Shannon

12km

Tralee Bay Complex

2.6km

SPA

Impact Pathway (including
hydrological)
Yes-the proposed project is
within the catchment of the
cSAC
No - the proposed project is
not close to the cSAC, the
cSAC is designated for sand
dune and heath habitat that is
contained within the cSAC
designation. No works for the
project will occur with the
cSAC designation and there
is
no
hydrological
connectivity. The cSAC is not
designated for any annexed
species.
Therefore, no
source-pathway-receptor
exists between the proposed
development and the cSAC.
No – proposed project is a
considerable distance from
the site and no hydrological
connectivity
No – proposed project is a
considerable distance from
the site and no hydrological
connectivity
No – proposed project is a
considerable distance from
the site and no hydrological
connectivity
No – proposed project is a
considerable distance from
the site and no hydrological
connectivity
No – proposed project is a
considerable distance from
the site and no hydrological
connectivity
Yes the SPA is in the same
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Designation

Site Name and Code

Distance

Stacks to Mullaghareirk, West
Limerick Hills and Mount Eagle

5km

Magharee Islands
Kerry Head
Castlemaine Harbour

13km
14.5km
14.6km

Impact Pathway (including
hydrological)
catchment and birds of SCI
are known to occur outside
the SPA within functionally
linked habitat.
No – considering the bird of
special conservation interest
for which
the site
is
designated (Hen Harrier) and
the
lack
of
suitable
foraging/commuting
and/or
breeding habitat and the
distance from the European
site to the proposed project.
No – considering the birds of
special conservation interest
for which the sites are
designated and the lack of
suitable foraging/commuting
and/or breeding habitat and
the
distance
from
the
European
site
to
the
proposed project.

Further to the screening process undertaken above two European sites are
considered most likely to be potentially significantly affected by the proposed project:
• Tralee Bay and Magharees Peninsula, West to Cloghane cSAC
• Tralee Bay Complex SPA

6.3 Description of the project or plan
As detailed in the Project Briefing Document for the Tralee to Fenit Greenway, June
2018 and within this report.

6.4 Is this project or plan directly connected with or necessary to the
management of the sites (provide details)?
The proposed project is not directly connected with or necessary to the management
of a European site.

6.5 Are there other projects or plans that together with the project or
plan being assessed could affect the sites (provide details)?
The screening recorded in this report screens the project with due to regard to the
amendment being part of overall previously permitted 11km greenway and incombination with other plans/projects likely to occur in the foreseeable future. No
significant effects were identified.

6.6 Describe how the project or plan (alone or in combination) is likely to
affect European sites
Following an Appropriate Assessment screening of the project as detailed in this
report, no significant affects to European sites were identified.

6.7 Explain why these effects are not considered significant
The reasons that these effects are not considered significant are as follows:
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•

•

•

•

•

the habitat found within and in the vicinity of the proposed project is not
annexed habitat and/or functionally linked habitat associated with the
Tralee Bay to Magharees Peninsula, West to Cloghane cSAC and/or the
Tralee Bay Complex SPA,
No direct or indirect impacts to annexed habitats/species or birds of SCI
were identified. Annexed habitats/species/birds of SCI are predominately
marine/coastal in nature and are located at a considerable distance from
the project,
The nature and scale of the works required to facilitate the construction of
the project within a relatively intact former railway line and a greenfield
site are not complex or technically difficult to achieve and significant
effects were not identified to annexed habitats/species/birds of SCI from
the works that would be required for this project either alone or incombination with the approved greenway and other plans/projects in the
vicinity,
The proposed project runs through an actively farmed, agricultural
landscape on the outskirts of Tralee town and disturbance/displacement
of annexed species/birds of SCI was not considered likely from either
construction or operational stage of the project either alone or incombination with the approved greenway and other plans/projects in the
vicinity, and
Finally, no in combination or cumulative impacts were identified between
this project and/or the previously assessed and approved Tralee to Fenit
Greenway or other proposed/foreseeable projects/plans. The amendment
to the approved route is minor in nature, is located in lands of low
ecological value with no potential to significantly effect a European site
identified.

It should be noted that measures intended to avoid or reduce negative effects on the
European sites have not been relied upon in reaching this conclusion.

6.8 List of agencies consulted
Consultation will take place in accordance with the Department’s circular letter which
states that: The National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) of the Department has a
formal consultation role (through the Development Applications Unit (DAU)) as part of
the screening and assessment process. This report will be formally sent to NPWS
through the Departments of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, Development
Applications Unit (DAU), Newtown Road, Wexford.

6.9 Who carried out this assessment?
This assessment was carried out by the Environment Assessment Unit of Kerry
County Council.

6.10 Sources of data
The Appropriate Assessment screening of the likelihood for significant effects on a
European sites undertaken in this report is based on consultation, a desktop review
of literature, existing and relevant NPWS Natura 2000 Site Synopses Data,
Qualifying Interests, Conservation Management Plans and the (draft) Conservation
Objectives.
Data collected to carry out the assessment in this report includes:
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•

Identification of European sites located within or immediately adjoining the
project area in situ and ex situ

•

Mapping of European sites located within 15kms of the project area

•

Identification of the reasons for site designation,

•

Identification of conservation objectives and supporting documentation

•

Identification of the environmental conditions considered necessary to support
site integrity

•

Summary of key issues identified as being of importance in maintaining site
integrity

•

Identification of European sites which may be potentially affected by the
project

•

NPWS (2019), The Status of EU Protected Habitats and Species in Ireland.
Volume 2: Habitat Assessments. Unpublished NPWS report. Edited by:
Deirdre Lynn and Fionnuala O’Neill, and

•

NPWS (2019). The Status of EU Protected Habitats and Species in Ireland.
Volume 3: Species Assessments. Unpublished NPWS report. Edited by:
Deirdre Lynn and Fionnuala O’Neill

6.11 Level of assessment completed
AA Screening.

6.12 Where the full results of the assessment can be accessed and
viewed?
The full results of the assessment are contained within this document.

6.13 Overall Conclusions
This report concludes that no significant effects on European sites are likely, an
appropriate assessment is not required.

6.14 Explain how the overall conclusion that there are no significant
effects on the European site was arrived at
The overall conclusion that no significant effects on European sites are likely was
determined following a methodological assessment carried out having regard to the
following guidance documents:•
Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland – Guidance for
Planning Authorities (2009).
•
European Commissions: Managing Natura 2000 Sites. The provisions of
Article 6, of the ‘Habitats’ Directive 92/43/EEC
•
European Commission: Assessment of plans and projects significantly
affecting Natura 2000 sites Methodological guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3)
and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC
•
Guidance document on Article 6(4) of 'Habitats Directive' 92/43/EEC
•
Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government (DEHLG)
Circular letter SEA 1/08 & NPWS 1/08 dated 15 February, 2008.
•
Department of the Environment (1994). Planning and Policy Guidance:
Nature Conservation (PPG9) (HMSO).
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In identifying the potential issues which could significantly affect these sites a range
of factors were taken into account, including the possibility of effects manifesting
themselves in the short, medium and long-term, in combination effects and the
potential impacts of climate change. In addition, the precautionary principle was
adhered to in the carrying out of this assessment.

6.15 Conclusion
6.15.1 Conclusion Statement
in accordance with Section 177U of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as
amended) and on the basis of the objective information and reasons detailed in this
report, that the proposed Tralee-Bawnboy Greenway, a 1.3km amendment to the
Tralee to Fenit Greenway, located in the townland of Bawnboy, Tralee Co. Kerry
individually or in combination with other plans/projects is not likely to have a
significant effect on a European site (Natura 2000 site). An appropriate assessment,
under Section 177V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), is not
required.
6.15.2 Reasons for Conclusion
The reasons for the above conclusion are as follows:
• the habitat found within and in the vicinity of the proposed project is not
annexed habitat and/or functionally linked habitat associated with the
Tralee Bay to Magharees Peninsula, West to Cloghane cSAC and/or the
Tralee Bay Complex SPA,
• No direct or indirect impacts to annexed habitats/species or birds of SCI
were identified. Annexed habitats/species/birds of SCI are predominately
marine/coastal in nature and are located at a considerable distance from
the project,
• The nature and scale of the works required to facilitate the construction of
the project within a relatively intact former railway line and a greenfield
site are not complex or technically difficult to achieve and significant
effects were not identified to annexed habitats/species/birds of SCI from
the works that would be required for this project either alone or incombination with the approved greenway and other plans/projects in the
vicinity,
• The proposed project runs through an actively farmed, agricultural
landscape on the outskirts of Tralee town and disturbance/displacement
of annexed species/birds of SCI was not considered likely from either
construction or operational stage of the project either alone or incombination with the approved greenway and other plans/projects in the
vicinity, and
• Finally, no in combination or cumulative impacts were identified between
this project and/or the previously assessed and approved Tralee to Fenit
Greenway or other proposed/foreseeable projects/plans. The amendment
to the approved route is minor in nature, is located in lands of low
ecological value with no potential to significantly effect a European site
identified.
It should be noted that measures intended to avoid or reduce negative effects on the
European sites have not been relied upon in reaching this conclusion.
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7 Appendix 1 Photographs
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Photo 1 Blacks Bridge where the proposed project commences.

Photo 2 Line of the project from Blacks Bridge, looking north and to the west of the
existing hedgerow. Note the badger track to the right of the image.
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Photo 3 Location of a badger sett within the hedgerow to the right, note track running
north

Photo 4 Entrances to the badger sett located within the hedgerow.
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Photo 5 Looking west towards the Pinure_10 – note the rise in the land between the
route and the watercourse.

Photo 6 Looking southwest towards the Pinure_10 – note the rise in the land between
the route and the watercourse.
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Photo 7 Hedgerow to the backround shows the line of the amended route, note the
farm structure to the east.

Photo 8 The Tralee-Listowel former railway corridor

45

Photo 9 The Tralee-Listowel former railway corridor

Photo 10 One of 2 farm tracks that cross the former railway corridor providing access
to nearby properties.
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Photo 11 Extant railway pillar marking a farm gate.

Photo 12 Narrow field drain crossed by the existing rail corridor, Ch480.
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Photo 13 Crossing of the field drain by the existing rail corridor, Ch480.

Photo 14 Point where the amended route meets the permitted Tralee-Fenit Line.
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Appendix 1 Synopsis of Information on the European Sites Considered in this Report.
Overview of Key European Sites located in the vicinity of the proposed development
Name
Tralee Bay and Magharees Peninsula, West to Cloghane SAC
(Site Code 002070)
Site designation status
Candidate Special Area of Conservation (cSAC)
European Site Description
This large site stretches from Tralee town westwards to Fenit
Harbour and Cloghane, encompassing Tralee Bay, Brandon Bay
and the Magharees Peninsula. It includes extensive mudflats at
the eastern end, the beaches of Derrymore Island, the sand dunes
and lagoons of the Magharees Peninsula as well as the rocky
headlands at its end. The site includes two Statutory Nature
Reserves, Tralee Bay and Derrymore Island, and much of the
estuarine part of the site has been designated an SPA.
Both the Tralee and Brandon (Owenmore) estuaries feature wide
expanses of sheltered intertidal flats, often fringed with saltmarsh
vegetation. The majority of Tralee Bay is shallow and composed of
sublittoral sediments. In the more sheltered areas of the bay, there
is a variety of important sublittoral sediment communities in which
a number of rare species occur.

Qualifying species
Qualifying habitats

Non-qualifying species
habitats of interest

Unit size
Condition / threats

and

More information on this European site is available from the
NPWS and on-line at: http://www.npws.ie/protectedsites/
•
Otter (Lutra lutra)
•
Petalwort (Petalophyllum ralfsii)
•
Estuaries
•
Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low
tide
•
Coastal lagoons
•
Large shallow inlets and bays
•
Reefs
•
Annual vegetation of drift lines
•
Perennial vegetation of stony banks
•
Salicornia and other annuals colonizing mud and sand
•
Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae)
•
Mediterranean salt meadows (Juncetalia maritimi)
•
Shifting dunes along the shoreline with Ammophila
arenaria (white dunes)
•
Fixed coastal dunes with herbaceous vegetation (grey
dunes)
•
Dunes with Salix repens ssp.argentea (Salix arenariae)
•
Humid dune slacks
•
Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or clavey-silt-laden
soils (Molinion caeruleae)
•
Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior
(Alno-Padion, Alnion incanae, Salicion albae)
Additional Special Conservation Interests:
Several relatively rare plant species are also present and a good
number of Red Data Book species. Tralee Bay, including Lough
Gill, is an internationally important wetland for wintering waders
and wildfowl. The presence of a number of Red Data Book
species including the largest population of Natterjack Toads in
Ireland, is notable.
11,632.15Ha
The dunes face pressures from intensive farming practices and
recreational use by visitors to the site. The most threatening
activities include fertilisation of the species rich dune grasslands,
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Overview of Key European Sites located in the vicinity of the proposed development
overgrazing, and trampling of areas of dunes adjacent to tourist
facilities (e.g. caravan parks). These activities may lead to severe
erosion of the dune system and eutrophication of the dune
grasslands and dune slacks. Parts of the dune system are also
vulnerable to invasion by Sea Buckthorn (Hippophae rhamnoides).
Agricultural run-off from areas of fertilised dune grasslands in the
vicinity of Lough Gill pose a continued threat to the nutrient status
of the lagoon; algal blooms and fish kills have occurred in the past.
Removal of sand has also occurred and poses a threat to the
integrity of the system.

Conservation objectives

Generally, the intertidal areas are relatively robust, although
certain communities are vulnerable. For example, Spartina has
spread widely, and may oust less vigorous colonisers of mud and
may also reduce the area of mudflat available to feeding birds.
Other activities, such as land reclamation and aquaculture, pose
potential threats in terms of damage to habitats and potential
disturbance to wintering birds. Domestic and industrial wastes are
discharged into inner Tralee Bay, but water quality is generally
satisfactory - except in the inner bay reflecting the sewage load
from Tralee Town. Further industrial development along the bay in
the vicinity of Tralee Town and Fenit and water polluting
operations are potential threats.
To maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the
Annex I habitat(s) and/or the Annex II species for which the SAC
has been selected
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Name
Tralee Bay Complex SPA (Site Code 004188)
Site designation status
Proposed Special Protection Area (pSPA)
European Site Description
This Natura 2000 site is an amalgamation and extension to the
following previously designated Natura 2000 sites: Lough Gill SPA
(Site Code 004011), Tralee Bay SPA (Site Code 004018) and
Akeragh, Banna & Barrow Harbour SPA (Site Code 004079).
Inner Tralee Bay is well sheltered by the Cerrymore Island
peninsula. The intertidal sediments vary from muddy sands on the
upper shore to firm rippled sands on the lower, more exposed
shore. The sediments have a diverse macro-invertebrate fauna,
with such species as Cockle (Cerastoderma edule), Lugworm
(Arenicola marina), Ragworm (Hediste diversicolor), Baltic Tellin
(Macorna balthica) and Shrimp (Crangon cragon) occurring. The
intertidal flats have extensive beds of Eelgrass (Zostera spp.).
Tralee Bay Complex SPA is of high ornithological importance as it
annually supports over 20,000 wintering waterbirds, including an
international important population of Light-bellied Brent Geese and
nationally important populations of 21 other species. It is of note
that three of the species that regularly occur, Whooper swan,
Golden Plover and Bar-tailed Godwit, are listed on Annex I of the
E.U. Birds Directive.

Qualifying species

Qualifying habitats
Non-qualifying species
habitats of interest

Unit size

and

More information on this Natura 2000 site is available from the
NPWS and on-line at: http://www.npws.ie
• Whooper Swan
• Light-bellied Brent Goose
• Scaup
• Ringed Plover
• Golden Plover
• Lapwing
• Sanderling
• Bar-tailed Godwit
• Curlew,
• Redshank
• Turnstone
Additional Special Conservation Interests:
• Shelduck
• Wigeon
• Teal
• Mallard
• Pintail
• Oystercatcher
• Grey Plover
• Dunlin
• Black-tailed Godwit
• Black-headed Gull
• Common Gull
• Over 20,000 wintering waterbirds
The Tralee Bay Complex SPA is located along the coast of north
Co. Kerry between Ballyheige in the north, Tralee in the east and
Stradbally in the west. The site includes the inner part of Tralee
Bay, including Derrymore Island, the inlets of Barrow Harbour and
Carrahane Strand, Akeragh Lough, Lough Gill, and much of the
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intertidal habitat from Scraggane Point at the northern end of the
Magharees Peninsula around the coast to c. km sough of
Ballyheige.

Condition / threats

Conservation objectives

It is noted that the boundaries of this Natura 2000 site are
currently being extended with formal notification of same published
in August 2011. Proposed sites have the same standing as
designated sites and accordingly due regard has also been given
to potential impacts on the proposed SPA.
Part of Tralee Bay SPA is a Statutory Nature Reserve and there
appears to be no serious threats to the wintering birds within this
area. However, the intertidal areas receive somewhat polluted
water via the River Lee and there may be some disturbance from
walkers, free-running dogs, sailing activities and bait-digging. Land
reclamation also poses a threat in certain areas as does the
spread of exotic species (habitat loss / alteration).
To maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the
Annex I habitat(s) and/or the Annex II species for which the SAC
has been selected
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