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Patrick Clarke
Clarkes Fresh Fruit

Clarkes Fresh Fruit
 We are an award winning Family farm with over 60 years 

experience growing soft fruit.

 We grow Strawberries, Raspberries, Blackberries, Blueberries and 

Gooseberries. 

 We are proud members of Bord Bia Horticulture Quality Scheme, 

Bord Bia Origin Green and Global G.A.P. Accreditation. 

 We produce over 1,000 tons of soft fruit annually. 

 At the peak of our season, we employ over 180 staff. 

 We use in excess of 1,500 tons of peat per growing season.  

Soft Fruit Production
 Preparations for our soft fruit season begins in January. With 

the planting of our raspberries and blackberries.

 Peat is our only growing medium for raspberries and 

blackberries. 

 We plant our strawberries from March until July. 

 The use of peat has enabled us to extend our growing 

season as we harvest all fruits from May until November.

Positives of Peat Usage
 For 40 years, all of our fruit production was in the soil. Over 

the last 20 years, we transitioned to the use of peat as a 

growing medium on table tops.

 Improved uniformity of plants (Plant Health).

 Reduced the dependency on plant protection products.

 Reduced risk of soil related diseases and pests. 

 Improved yields and the quality of fruits. 

 Improved fruit security. Reduced need for import.

Health, Safety & Water 
Conservation
 Improved labour efficiency, as well as overall health and safety for 

all staff (staff no longer required to bend to pick fruit). 

 The use of drip feed irrigation directly to the peat, ensures efficient 

water usage. 

 We are able to collect all water runoff and re-use, with protection 

from a UV water filtration system.

 Carbon capture as soil sealed within growing tunnels. 

 Consumption of all soft fruits has increased significantly over the last 

two decades.

Our Fears
 Potential negative impact on fruit quality and volumes. The use of Irish peat adds to 

the flavour and firmness of our berries. 

 Potential dependence on imported alternatives (peat/ coir). 

 Environmental impact of these alternatives (air miles etc.).

 20% Increase in water usage with coir. This means 20% more in fertigation costs. Peat 

retains water for longer.

 Coir is already 50% more expensive than Irish peat, even before the additional 

fertigation costs. 

 Due to their economy of scale, the bigger commercial producers overseas can 

supply the Irish market at more competitive prices. It is already difficult for us to 

maintain market share and fair prices. 



20/09/2021

2

Conclusions
 We are encouraging healthy eating and living, while creating obstacles to 

growers who are trying to promote wholesome food. 

 The horticultural industry in Ireland is valuable, we do not want to risk 

damaging it. 

 Do we want to risk importing more food, where standards may not be as 

high?

 We have a fantastic Irish product at our green finger tips, which promotes Irish 

jobs and enables the growth of delicious Irish produce. 

 We need to stop exporting problems when there is an Irish solution. 


