
PJ Jones, Grower based in North Co. Dublin 
 
 
RE: Working Group to examine the issues identified during the Review of the 
use of Peat in the Horticultural Industry. 
 

Background: 
My name is PJ Jones, and I am the 4th Patrick Jones growing produce in Rush in North 
County Dublin and I hope I will not be the one that turns the lights out. 
I was national fresh produce co-ordinator for 15 years with the IFA (Irish Farmers 
Association) and secured 2 terms with COPA (Committee of Professional Agricultural 
Organisations) in Brussels representing Horticulture and Potato farmers.  
 

Overview:  
 The situation we find ourselves in today on the peat extraction is just another 

constraint of which there are many. 
 Horticulture excluding soft fruit and top fruit has a farmgate value of 60 million euro 

up on previous year. 
 70% of field vegetables is propagated in peat cells/plugs, i.e., broccoli, cabbage, 

cauliflowers, sprouts, early swedes, celery, leeks, iceberg and mixed lettuce. 
 

Concerns: 
 It has taken years of perfection to get the right compound mix i.e., ph levels, water 

retention and trace elements. 
 You need a good well propagated vibrant plant in order to maximise yields. 
 The beginning is everything. 
 Changing growing medium is a non-runner. 
 Importing peat from Latvia or Poland is uncharted waters. 
 Invariably increased costs. 
 Continuity, quality, consistency will be questionable. 
 Risk of importing pests and diseases. 
 Amounts we require is quite small compared with in Holland etc, Ireland will be way 

down the list and will not be cost effective. 
 Although we require small amount its paramount to the Irish horticultural industry. 
 If growers don’t achieve 99% germination from seed they don’t get a second chance 

and have missed growing slot. 
 Continuity gone, not sustainable on low profit margin. 
 As 75% of the Irish fresh produce industry is dominated by the multiples and 

discounters we are at their mercy. 
 Complacency is not tolerated. 
 Peat issue is not their problem, unfortunately we are price takers not price makers. 

 
 
 
 



Conclusion: 
 Covid-19 if anything has changed our populations perceptions on a number of issues, 

one being what they eat. 
 We have the safest high quality fresh produce in Europe and consumers want to buy 

more of it. 
 Industry has the potential to grow. 
 Planning issue on less than 30 hectares seems to be at a log jam. 
 If we must go down the An Bord Pleanála route, I will definitely be the generation 

that turns the lights out. 
 We all agree that peat harvesting is not sustainable, however should be phased out 

over a 10–15-year period. 
 Derogation needed, go to Brussels if we must. 

 
 


