11 February 2022
Mr. Ashley Glover
aglover@gmail.com

Re: AIE requests OEA AIE 2022 02 and OEA AIE 2022 03 - Part-Grant Decision
Dear Mr. Glover,
I refer to the two above referenced requests received on 14 January and 17 January 2022 respectively
under the European Communities (Access to Information on the Environment) Regulations 2007 to 2018
(S.I. No. 133 of 2007, S.I. No. 662 of 2011, S.I. 615 of 2014 and S.I. No. 309 of 2018) (hereafter referred to
as the AIE Regulations) for access to information held by the Environmental Protection Agency relating to
(1) the Water Abstraction Register (non-drinking water) and (2) the Water Abstraction register (quarries).
As both requests relate to the same Abstraction Register, I propose to address both requests as follows:
(1) Ref: OEA AIE 2022 02 received from you on 14th January was as follows:
Under the AIE Regs to request a copy of the Water Abstraction Register (non-drinking water) to
include:
1) the name and address of the person or persons undertaking the abstraction as per S4 (1) b)
of S.I. No. 261/2018 - European Union (Water Policy) (Abstractions Registration) Regulations
2018
2) the address and location, including the grid coordinates, at which the abstraction is taking
place as per S4 (1) c) of S.I. No. 261/2018 - European Union (Water Policy) (Abstractions
Registration) Regulations 2018
3) the name and contact details of the person responsible for registering the abstraction, if
different from the person undertaking the abstraction as per S4 (1) d) of S.I. No. 261/2018 European Union (Water Policy) (Abstractions Registration) Regulations 2018
4) the purpose of the abstraction, any related planning conditions or court orders, and where
appropriate provide linkages with other reporting requirements as specified by the Agency as
per S4 (1) e) of S.I. No. 261/2018 - European Union (Water Policy) (Abstractions Registration)
Regulations 2018
5) details of any enforcement actions undertaken by EPA under S.I. No. 261/2018 - European
Union (Water Policy) (Abstractions Registration) Regulations 2018 since the introduction of the
SI on 24th July, 2018
Decision
I have made a final decision on 11 February 2022 to part-grant your request as follows:
Findings, particulars and reasons for decisions to deny access.
The Articles of the AIE Regulations which can apply to deny access to documents are known as its
exemption provisions.

Points 1 and 3 above of your AIE request
Access to information at points 1 and 3 above is refused as it is deemed to be personal information in
accordance with Article 8(a)(i) of the above referenced regulations. In addition, this information is refused in
accordance with Articles 8a(iii) and 9(1)(a) of the above referenced regulations on the grounds that by
having access to the information at points 1 and 3 above, a person could potentially identify the exact
abstraction location which is a risk to public security and potentially detrimental to the protection of the
environment.
Point 2 above of your AIE request
As per the EPA’s previous decision on your FOI request Ref: FOI-0050-2021, the locations of the
abstraction points rounded to the nearest kilometer were provided to you and are being provided to you
again in the attached record. The EPA refuses access to the exact location of the abstractions on the
grounds that it would adversely affect public security and therefore would adversely affect the protection of
the environment in accordance with Articles 8a(iii) and 9(1)(a) of the above referenced regulations. See
extract from the AIE Regulations of the relevant provisions below.
This decision on points 1 and 3 has also been informed by the following:
•

S.I. No. 261/2018 - European Union (Water Policy) (Abstractions Registration) Regulations 2018 is
the legislative basis for the abstraction register and has a specific clause on sharing of information
that specifically references personal details on the register (emphasis added):
o

•

(6) The Agency may share details entered onto the register in relation to an abstraction, with
the exception of personal details, with such other person as it considers necessary for the
discharge of its statutory functions, or to enable any other public body to satisfactorily
discharge its statutory functions.

In addition, the Agency has provided an online system for registering abstractions. Information on
this registration process is here: https://www.epa.ie/our-services/licensing/freshwater--marine/waterabstraction/ This page includes the following text (emphasis added):
o

‘Will my data be shared with anyone? Personal information will not be shared. The EPA
may share information on abstractions with other public authorities with responsibility for
water management in Ireland, such as local authorities, government departments, and state
bodies. This is laid out in Article 6 of the Regulations (S.I. 261 of 2018).

In coming to this decision to refuse your request for all personal information stored on the register, the EPA
needs to balance the individual rights of those who signed up to this register with any public right to access
environmental information held by the Agency.
In addition to refusing access under the provisions of the regulations outlined above, disclosing personal
information which was registered with the Agency on the specific understanding that this personal
information would not be shared would be a breach of the terms the Agency registered those individual’s
details under.
The public abstraction register includes details, including location (to nearest km) of any registered
abstraction point. This allows the public to access information on the approximate location of abstractions
while protecting the personal information of those who have registered. As stated above, it also protects all
abstraction points from any potential public security risks which in turn protects the environment.
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Point 4
Access to this information is granted. See attached record.
Point 5 above
I am to advise, in accordance with Article 7(5) of the above referenced regulations, that no records exist in
relation to point 5 of your request.
(2) AIE Request Reference OEA AIE 2022 03 received from you on 17th January 2022
Under the AIE Regs to request a list of named quarries with their GPS locations and related
water abstraction data, from the dataset known as the Water Abstraction Register
Decision
I made a final decision on 11 February 2022 to part- grant your request as follows:
As per my decision on request OEA AIE 2022 02 above, quarries are identified in the register provided to
you with all personal data (names and addresses) redacted. The abstraction points are rounded to the
nearest kilometer. See attached record.
Right of review
Under Article 11 of the AIE Regulations you have a right to request an internal review of a decision. An
internal review involves a complete reconsideration of the matter by a member of the staff of the EPA
unconnected with the original decision, of the same or higher rank than the original decision-maker, who
may affirm, vary or annul the original decision.
This request must be made to aie@epa.ie within one month of the date the decision. The decision on an
internal review will be communicated to you within one month of receipt of your request for an internal
review.
Please contact me at 053 9160600 or p.morris@epa.ie if I can assist you in any matter relating to your
request.
Yours sincerely,

Patrick Morris
EPA Water Programme
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Relevant Extracts from the AIE Regulations
Article 8(a)(i) (personal Information)
8. A public authority shall not make available environmental information in accordance
with article 7 where disclosure of the information—
(a) would adversely affect—
(i) the confidentiality of personal information relating to a natural person who
has not consented to the disclosure of the information, and where that
confidentiality is otherwise protected by law,
Article 8(a)(iii) (protection of the environment)
8. A public authority shall not make available environmental information in accordance with article 7 where
disclosure of the information—
(a) would adversely affect:
(iii) the protection of the environment to which that information relates
Article 9(1)(a) (public security)
9. (1) A public authority may refuse to make available environmental information where disclosure of the
information requested would adversely affect—
(a) international relations, national defence or public security
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