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Appendix D.1 RMP Sites within the Surrounding Area 
 

AH No.: AH 2 
RMP No.: GA035-023 
Townland: Clifden 
Parish: Omey 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 65990, 250670 
Classification: Court house 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 280m north (Points 1-2) 

Description: No information in file. 
Reference: SMR File 

 

AH No.: AH 5 
RMP No.: GA035-062 
Townland: Clifden 
Parish: Omey 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 65908, 250562 
Classification: Town 
Dist. from  
development: 

To immediate north (Points 1-2) 

Description: No information in file. 
Reference: SMR File 

 
 

AH No.: AH 6 
RMP No.: GA035-021 
Townland: Clifden 
Parish: Omey 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 65965, 250430 
Classification: Prison 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 85m north-west (Points 1-2) 

Description: No information in file. 
Reference: SMR File 

 

AH No.: AH 7 
RMP No.: GA035-017 
Townland: Clifden 
Parish: Omey 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 66020, 250482 
Classification: Prison 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 80m north (Points 1-2) 

Description: No information in file. 
Reference: SMR File 

 



 

 

 

AH No.: AH 8 
RMP No.: GA035-003 & 004 
Townland: Ardagh 
Parish: Ballindoon 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 66920, 249397 
Classification: Bridge and mill 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 210m south-west (Points 1-2) 

Description: No information on bridge. File notes that mill is named as ‘Old Mill’ on the first edition 
OS map but the site had not been visited by the survey team as of September 2009. 

Reference: SMR File 
 

AH No.: AH 9 
RMP No.: GA035-002 
Townland: Ardagh 
Parish: Ballindoon 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 67420, 249252 
Classification: Mass rock 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 275m south (Points 1-2) 

Description: No information in file. 
Reference: SMR File 

 

AH No.: AH 10 
RMP No.: GA035-052 
Townland: Killymongaun 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 67830, 249496 
Classification: Burial 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 30m south (Points 1-2) 

Description: In rough pasture c. 30m south of the Dúinín road, between it and Loch Doire Mhicín. 
It consists of a rectangular grave (L 3m, W 1.2m) outlined by small stones and 
aligned east-west. Said locally to be the grave of the man the curate shot, linking it 
with a story of Fr. Myles Prendergast shooting the spy who was tracking him when 
he was on the run after the 1798 rebellion (ref. T Robinson) 

Reference: SMR File 
 
 

AH No.: AH 11 
RMP No.: GA036-017 
Townland: Munga 
Parish: Ballindoon 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 70877, 248239 
Classification: Enclosure 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 55m south-west (Points 4-5) 



 

 

Description: The site consists of a sub-circular enclosure similar in every way to GA036-016. The 
site is in very poor condition. 

Reference: SMR File 
 

AH No.: AH 12 
RMP No.: GA036-016 
Townland: Munga 
Parish: Ballindoon 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 70797, 248224 
Classification: Enclosure 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 135m south-west (Points 4-5) 

Description: The site consists of a sub-circular enclosure similar in every way to GA036-015. It is 
32m in diameter and its banks are 0.4m in height and 0.6m in width.  The site is in 
very poor condition. 

Reference: SMR File 
 

AH No.: AH 13 
RMP No.: GA036-015 
Townland: Munga 
Parish: Ballindoon 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 70721, 248213 
Classification: Enclosure 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 230m south-west (Points 4-5) 

Description: The site is located in flat bogland and consists of the poor remains of a sub-circular 
enclosure. The site is composed entirely of bog on which it is raised. The height of 
the bank is a maximum of 0.40m by 0.6m wide. The dimensions of the site north-
south are 32m, east-west 34m. It may be relatively modern in date. 

Reference: SMR File 
 

AH No.: AH 14 
RMP No.: GA050-009 
Townland: Derryadd West 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 75854, 246164 
Classification: Church 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 235m south-east (Points 5-6) 

Description: No information in file. 
Reference: SMR File 

 

AH No.: AH 15 
RMP No.: GA036-010 
Townland: Cloonbeg 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 76357, 246945 
Classification: Enclosure 



 

 

Dist. from  
development: 

c. 60m north (Points 6-7) 

Description: The site lies north of the road running through Ballynahinch wood. The site could not 
be located due to the dense forest cover. On the second edition OS map the east-
west axis of the enclosure was c. 30m. 

Reference: SMR File 
 

AH No.: AH 16 
RMP No.: GA036-002 
Townland: Ballynahinch 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 76324, 247135 
Classification: Country house 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 255m NNW (Points 6-7) 

Description: The site is situated to the south of Ballynahinch lake on the west bank of the 
Owenmore or Ballynahinch river which drains the lake southwards to Bertaghboy 
Bay. The site overlooks landscaped gardens and islands to the east and north. The 
site is in good condition and is presently being used as a hotel. Bence-Jones records 
that the castle was built in the 18th century by Richard Martin, who owned much of 
Connemara. The house was sold due to high depts. And it was eventually acquired 
by the famous cricketer ‘Ranji’ otherwise Maharaja Ranjitsinhji, Jam Sahib of 
Nawangar. 

Reference: SMR File 
 

AH No.: AH 17 
RMP No.: GA036-003 
Townland: Ballynahinch 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 76416, 247148 
Classification: Standing stone 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 245m north (Points 6-7) 

Description: The site lies on the south side of the driveway to Ballynahinch castle. The site is 
situated c. 50m to the east of the castle. May be ornamental and related to the 
landscaping of the gardens around Ballynahinch castle. The stone is a pillar stone 
measuring 2.06m high and is roughly triangular in plan. 

Reference: SMR File 
 

AH No.: AH 20 
RMP No.: GA036-011 
Townland: Killeen 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 76819, 247116 
Classification: Designed landscape feature? 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 235m NNW (Points 6-7) 

Description: Site first identified as a tree copse surrounded by an enclosure on the OS map 
however it was not identified on inspection and therefore it has not been possible to 
determine the exact nature of the site. 

Reference: SMR File 



 

 

 

AH No.: AH 21 
RMP No.: GA036-013 
Townland: Killeen 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 76969, 246848 
Classification: Crannog, possible 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 85m NNW (Points 7-8) 

Description: The site is located in the east half of Killeen Lough. The site consists of a small 
triangular island, possibly a crannog. The maximum north-south axis is 15m and the 
maximum east-west axis is 20m – both measured from the second edition of the OS 
6”map. The island is c. 0.40m above the level of the water and is fairly even. It is 
overgrown with trees. No traces of stone walls or a palisade were noted. 

Reference: SMR File 
 

AH No.: AH 22 
RMP No.: GA036-012 
Townland: Killeen 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 77145, 246835 
Classification: Non antiquity? 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 100m north (Points 7-8) 

Description: Site first identified as a sub-circular clump of trees surrounded by an enclosure on 
the OS map; however it was not identified on inspection therefore it is not possible to 
determine the exact nature of the site. 

Reference: SMR File 
 
 

AH No.: AH 23 
RMP No.: GA037-006 
Townland: Killeen 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 77959, 246782 
Classification: Crannog 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 160m north (Points 7-8) 

Description: Noted by Kinahan, G.H. in 1872 a possible crannóg on the northern portion of 
Ballinafad Lough, which lies south of Ballinahinch Lough as a circle of stones with a 
small island near its centre is visible. 

Reference: SMR File 
 
 

AH No.: AH 25 
RMP No.: GA037-005 
Townland: Garroman 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 



 

 

NGR: 84606, 247405 
Classification: Non antiquity 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 265m south (Points 12-13) 

Description: Marked as a fairy hill on the first and second edition OS map. The site consists of a 
striking natural mound, roughly oval in shape. The mound is a glacial construct. 

Reference: SMR File 
 
AH No.: AH 26 
RMP No.: GA037-010 
Townland: Lissoughter 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 85574, 247141 
Classification: Water mill 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 280m south-west (Points 12-13) 

Description: No information in file. 
Reference: SMR File 

 
 

AH No.: AH 27 
RMP No.: GA038-004 
Townland: Cappaghoosh 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 88035, 246738 
Classification: Burial ground 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 80m SSW (Points 12-13) 

Description: No information in file. 
Reference: SMR File 

 
 

AH No.: AH 28 
RMP No.: GA038-010 
Townland: Boheeshal 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 89915, 246358 
Classification: Stone row 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 155m north-east (Points 12-13) 

Description: No information in file. 
Reference: SMR File 

 
 

AH No.: AH 31 
RMP No.: GA039-009 
Townland: Derreennagusfoor 
Parish: Kilcummin 
Barony: Moycullen 
NGR: 100781, 246612 



 

 

Classification: Burial ground 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 185m north (Points 19-20) 

Description: Marked on the second edition OS map as ‘Crukaunnapostha’ (Infants Burial 
Ground). The site is situated in undulating boggy terrain c. 185m north of the road 
along former railway line. An oval hillock with a ragged limestone outcrop (or big half 
buried erratic) at its north-west end, beside which (on its southern side) are some 
small stones perhaps outlining two or three small rectangular graves of a thorntree. 

Reference: SMR File 
 
 

AH No.: AH 33 
RMP No.: GA054-036 
Townland: Glengowla West 
Parish: Kilcummin 
Barony: Moycullen 
NGR: 107999, 241710 
Classification: Lead mine 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 130m NNE (Points 25-27) 

Description: Lead mines marked as disused on the 1890-1900 OS map. No trace survives of the 
mines. The area they once occupied is now an undulating small field of pasture and 
is grass covered. 

Reference: SMR File 
 
 

AH No.: AH 34 
RMP No.: GA054-034 
Townland: Glengowla East 
Parish: Kilcummin 
Barony: Moycullen 
NGR: 108237, 241840 
Classification: Ringfort 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 290m north (Points 25-27) 

Description: Poorly preserved univallate cashel with level interior lies at the south end of a slight 
natural ridge and overlooks lower scrub and bogland to the north-east. The enclosing 
element is formed by a base of rock and stone and is grass covered. The interior of 
the cashel is level and featureless and there are no obvious external related 
features. 

Reference: SMR File 
 
 

AH No.: AH 35 
RMP No.: GA054-035 
Townland: Glengowla East 
Parish: Kilcummin 
Barony: Moycullen 
NGR: 108674, 241777 
Classification: Ringfort 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 80m NNW (Points 25-27) 

Description: Lead mines marked as disused on the 1890-1900 OS map. No trace survives of the 



 

 

mines. The area they once occupied is now undulating small field of pasture. Locals 
confirmed their presence but could not elaborate. (Since SMR inspection, the mines 
have been opened up as part of a tourist attraction. Spoil from them has been 
dumped on the former railway track). 

Reference: SMR File 
 
 

AH No.: AH 39 
RMP No.: GA054-017 
Townland: Claremount 
Parish: Kilcummin 
Barony: Moycullen 
NGR: 110902, 242628 
Classification: Copper mine 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 125m east (Point 29) 

Description: No information in file 
Reference: SMR File 

 
 

AH No.: AH 40 
RMP No.: GA054-018 
Townland: Claremount 
Parish: Kilcummin 
Barony: Moycullen 
NGR: 110975, 242579 
Classification: Quarry  
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 200m ESE (Point 29) 

Description: No information in file. A circular enclosure is marked here on the second edition OS 
map. 

Reference: SMR File 
 
 

AH No.: AH 42 
RMP No.: GA054-010 
Townland: Canrawer West 
Parish: Kilcummin 
Barony: Moycullen 
NGR: 111132, 242446 
Classification: Well 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 260m north (Points 27-30) 

Description: No information in file.  
Reference: SMR File 

 
 

AH No.: AH 44 
RMP No.: GA054-00901/02 
Townland: Canrawer West 
Parish: Kilcummin 



 

 

Barony: Moycullen 
NGR: 111472, 242366 
Classification: Enclosure and souterrain 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 205m north (Points 27-30) 

Description: Highlighted as hachured area on first edition OS map. Now totally destroyed, located 
in a modern pasture field. A cave is annotated on the first OS map. There is no sign 
of this now – probably removed due to land improvement. 

Reference: SMR File 
 
 

AH No.: AH 45 
RMP No.: GA054-011 
Townland: Canrawer West 
Parish: Kilcummin 
Barony: Moycullen 
NGR: 111434, 247309 
Classification: Worked stone 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 150m north (Points 27-30) 

Description: At the base of the roadside wall and forming part of the wall in a piece of worked 
stone. Reminiscent of a bullaun stone. 

Reference: SMR File 
 
 

AH No.: AH 46 
RMP No.: GA054-008 
Townland: Canrawer West 
Parish: Kilcummin 
Barony: Moycullen 
NGR: 111571, 241976 
Classification: Burial ground 
Dist. from  
development: 

c. 120m south (Points 27-30) 

Description: Marked as a workhouse burial ground on the 1890-1900 OS map. The site was 
situated in a sub-rectangular field aligned northwest-southeast. The headstones are 
similar to those found in Children’s Burial Ground, simple unmarked stone slabs. 

Reference: SMR File 



 

 

Appendix D.2: Stray Finds within the Surrounding Area 
 

Information on artefact finds from the study area in County Galway has been recorded by the National 
Museum of Ireland since the late 18th century. Location information relating to these finds is important in 
establishing prehistoric and historic activity in the study area. 

Museum No: 2009:213 
Townland: Clifden 
OS Sheet 35 
Parish: Omey 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
Find: Roughout Stone 
Find place: Found in garden during landscaping 
Description: Possible roughout leaf shaped unpolished stone with a pointed oval 

profile. The butt is flat and the point is broken off.  
Reference: NMI Topographical Files 

 

Museum No: R.469 
Townland: Clifden 
OS Sheet 35 
Parish: Omey 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
Find: Bronze Bowl, Beaten and spun 
Find place: Not specified 
Description: Bronze basin heavily patinated all over. It was raised from a single sheet; 

the base is flat except for a hollow central boss. The walls are straight 
and more or less vertical. Diameter internal 31.3cm, Height 9.2cm, 
Thickness at rim 1mm. Find circumstances unknown.  

Reference: NMI Topographical Files 
 

Museum No: 2009:212 
Townland: Clifden 
OS Sheet 35 
Parish: Omey 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
Find: Polished stone axehead 
Find place: Found in garden during landscaping. 
Description: Polished stone axehead of a fine grained green stone, straight splayed 

sides and oval profile with flattened sides. Surface is polished with 
isolated rough patches. Blade and butt show signs of damage and 
chipping.  

Reference: NMI Topographical Files 
 

Museum No: 2000:1 
Townland: Clifden 
OS Sheet 35 
Parish: Omey 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
Find: Polished stone axehead 
Find place: Found during digging in garden. 
Description: Polished stone axehead 
Reference: NMI Topographical Files 



 

 

 

Museum No: 2004:205 
Townland: Ballynahinch 
OS Sheet 36 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
Find: Architectural Fragment 
Find place: Dislodged from a building 
Description: Stone architectural fragment, inscribed block of trapezoidal shape. The 

inscription bears the letters RM with a small diamond form separating 
them. Originally the stone appears to have been a rectangular block but 
was spilt diagonally later.  

Reference: NMI Topographical Files 
 

Museum No: 1973:205 
Townland: Ballynahinch 
OS Sheet 36 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
Find: Hammerstone 
Find place: Found at unknown depth in a sand pit. 
Description: Hammerstone 
Reference: NMI Topographical Files 

 

Museum No: 1941:1418 
Townland: Shannakeela 
OS Sheet 38, 52 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
Find: Vessel 
Find place: Bog 
Description: Decorated bog butter vessel 
Reference: NMI Topographical Files 

 

Museum No: 1941:1417 
Townland: Sannakeela 
OS Sheet 38, 52 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
Find: Wooden beetle 
Find place: Bog 
Description: Folk-life object 
Reference: NMI Topographical Files 

 

Museum No: 1941:1416 
Townland: Shannakeela 
OS Sheet 38, 52 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
Find: Wooden paddle 



 

 

Find place: Bog 
Description: Wooden paddle 
Reference: NMI Topographical Files 

 

Museum No: 1998:36 
Townland: Derreighter 
OS Sheet 53 
Parish: Kilcummin 
Barony: Moycullen 
Find: Wooden vessel containing butter 
Find place: Found cutting turf in a bog 
Description: Fragments of a wooden vessel containing bog butter recovered from bog.  
Reference: NMI Topographical Files 

 

Museum No: 1998:35 
Townland: Derreighter 
OS Sheet 53 
Parish: Kilcummin 
Barony: Moycullen 
Find: Bog Butter 
Find place: Found cutting turf in a bog 
Description: Bog butter in a wooden vessel. 
Reference: NMI Topographical Files 

 

Museum No: 1989:41 
Townland: Derreighter 
OS Sheet 53 
Parish: Kilcummin 
Barony: Moycullen 
Find: Wooden Vessel 
Find place: 2ft deep in a bog 
Description: Wooden vessel fragment of a single piece of cylindrical vessel, it appears 

to be unfinished. Height 25.5cm, estimate of diameter 21cm. 
Reference: NMI Topographical Files 

 

Museum No: 1989:40 
Townland: Derreighter 
OS Sheet 53 
Parish: Kilcummin 
Barony: Moycullen 
Find: Wooden vessel 
Find place: 2ft deep in a bog 
Description: Wooden vessel, single pieces cylindrical shape with slightly convex side 

walls. The lid is also made from a single piece of wood. Height 26.5cm, 
Diameter at rim 22.5–24.5cm, Diameter of lid 21cm, Thickness 10mm.  

Reference: NMI Topographical Files 
 

Museum No: 1985:39 
Townland: Derreighter 
OS Sheet 53 



 

 

Parish: Kilcummin 
Barony: Moycullen 
Find: Bog butter 
Find place: 1–1.5m deep in a bog 
Description: Bog butter sample.  
Reference: NMI Topographical Files 

 

Museum No: 1985:12 
Townland: Rusheeny 
OS Sheet 54 
Parish: Kilcummin 
Barony: Moycullen 
Find: Mether, wooden mether roughout 
Find place: Found 15 inches deep in a bog. 
Description: Carved from a single block of wood. Circular base and square top with a 

sutswelling in the mid-section. Two trapezoidal shaped lugs on opposite 
sides formed of reversed oreas of wood. Max Height 20.4cm, Dimensions 
at top 11.6cm x 11.2cm. Max Dimensions at base 11.2cm. Average 
thickness 2cm.  

Reference: NMI Topographical Files 
 

Museum No: 1985:9-10 
Townland: Rusheeny 
OS Sheet 54 
Parish: Kilcummin 
Barony: Moycullen 
Find: Wooden vessel roughout 
Find place: Found 15 inches deep in a bog 
Description: Wooden vessel roughout. Two incomplete wooden vessels Dimensions 

1985:9 Max Height 26cm, Diameter at rim 20cm, Thickness at rim 1.8cm, 
Diameter at base 11.5cm.  
Dimensions 1985:10 Height 27.5cm, Diameter at rim 20.5cm, Thickness 
at rim 3cm, Diameter at base 15cm.  

Reference: NMI Topographical Files 
 



 

 

Appendix D.3: Protected Structures and NIAH Structures within the Surrounding 
Area 
 

BH No.: 2 
RPS No.: 597 
NIAH No.: 30325027 
Townland: Clifden/ Ardbear 
Parish: Omey/ Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 66036, 250387 
Classification: Bridge 
Dist. from 
development: 

0m (Points 1-2) 

Description: NIAH Description  
Triple-span road bridge, built 1789, having two round arches to south and 
single camber arch to north. Rubble stone piers and voussoirs with 
triangular-plan rubble stone cutwaters with concrete reinforcing to base. 
Rubble stone parapet walls and arch surrounds. Round overflow arch to 
south. 
NIAH Appraisal 
This picturesque road bridge traversing the Owenglen River to the south of 
the town displays skilled local craftsmanship and attention to detail, providing 
an insight into eighteenth-century bridge building. It compliments the 
landscape in which it is set and is still an essential transport link for the area. 

Categories of Special 
Interest: 

Architectural, technical 

Rating: Regional 
Reference: NIAH Survey: County Galway 

 

BH No.: 3 
RPS No.: 598 
NIAH No.: 30325033 
Townland: Clifden/ Ardbear 
Parish: Omey/ Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 65952, 250368 
Classification: Bridge 
Dist. from 
development: 

75m west (Points 1-2) 

Description: NIAH Description  
Single-arch rubble limestone road bridge, built 1819, over rocky ravine of 
Owenglin River. Cut-stone block piers and voussoirs to elliptical arch with 
rubble stone soffit and parapet, latter having concrete capping. Tarmacadam 
road surface. Recent memorial plaque set into road side of parapet wall. 
Recent pedestrian bridge located to west. Ruined mill to north, with disused 
millstone set into rocky edge of ravine. 
NIAH Appraisal 
This picturesque and dramatically sited road bridge traversing the Owenglin 
River to the south of the town displays skilled craftsmanship, providing an 
insight into nineteenth-century bridge-building. It compliments the landscape 
in which it is set and is still an essential transport link for the area. 

Categories of Special 
Interest: 

Architectural, technical 

Rating: Regional 
Reference: NIAH Survey: County Galway 



 

 

 

BH No.: 4 
RPS No.: N/A 
NIAH No.: 30325028 
Townland: Ardbear 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 66080, 250371 
Classification: House 
Dist. from 
development: 

c. 25m east (Points 1-2) 

Description: NIAH Description  
Detached four-bay two-storey house, built c.1880, having recent pitched roof 
porch (north). Pitched slate roof with rendered chimneystacks and 
replacement uPVC rainwater goods. Roughcast rendered walls, with smooth 
rendered platbands to corners. Square-headed window openings having 
tooled limestone sills, raised render reveals and replacement tripartite timber 
sliding sash six-over-six pane windows. Square-headed door opening to 
porch with timber glazed door. Rubble limestone enclosing wall to north and 
west having roughcast rendered piers to pedestrian gate with wrought-iron 
gate and arch and galvanised steel replacement gate. 
NIAH Appraisal 
This is one of the town's few detached medium-size houses. It has retained 
its overall form and has timber sliding sash windows and limestone sills. 

Categories of Special 
Interest: 

Architectural 

Rating: Local 
Reference: NIAH Survey: County Galway 

 

BH No.: 5 
RPS No.: 805 
NIAH No.: 30325029-32 
Townland: Ardbear 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 66149, 250432 
Classification: Bridge 
Dist. from 
development: 

90m ENE (Points 1-2) 

Description: Description  
A terrace of four houses. All three-bay two-storey structures, built c. 1880. 
Pitched slate roofs, rendered chimneystacks and some cast-iron and some 
replacement uPVC rainwater goods. Rendered walls with render plinth. 
Square-headed window openings with rendered sills, red brick block-and-
start surrounds with red brick arches and two-over-two pane timber sliding 
sash windows and one ground floor window being double sash window
(some windows have been replaced with Upvc). Square-headed door 
opening to entrance with moulded red brick block-and start surrounds, red 
brick arch, replacement timber panelled doors and overlight and concrete
steps. 
Appraisal 
This house forms part of a terrace of similar houses that is an interesting part 
of the townscape.  

 
Categories of Special 
Interest: 

Architectural 



 

 

Rating: Regional 
Reference: NIAH Survey: County Galway 

 

BH No.: 21 
RPS No.: N/A 
NIAH No.: 30403612 
Townland: Cloonbeg/ Killeen 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 75922, 246506 
Classification: Railway Bridge 
Dist. from 
development: 

0m (Points 5-6) 

Description: 

NIAH Description  
Double-span railway bridge, erected 1895, now disused. Land ends of 
bridge comprise broken-coursed rubble limestone revetments with flanking 
parapets and having margined rock-faced quoins, string course and copings, 
and flanked by sloping buttresses. Pier to river with similar construction and 
detailing and having battered sides and round-nosed cutwater. 
Superstructure of bridge is steel girder with riveted plate and having 
corrugated sheet sections to bridge bed covered with gravel and earth. 
Bridge surface overgrown and in poor condition. 
NIAH Appraisal 
This rail bridge serves to illustrate the expansion of the rail network in the 
country at the end of the 19th century and the opening up of further areas of 
trade and commerce. The use of stone and steel as materials of construction 
attest to the strength of economy and industry in the late Victorian era. 

 
 

Categories of Special 
Interest: 

Architectural, technical 

Rating: Regional 
Reference: NIAH Survey: County Galway 

 

BH No.: 22 
RPS No.: N/A 
NIAH No.: 30403610-11 
Townland: Derryvickrune/ Killeen 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 75896, 246567 
Classification: Bridge 
Dist. from 
development: 

0m (Points 5-6a-6) 

Description: NIAH Description  
Two, single-arched road bridges, built c. 1810, spanning the Owenmore
River. Comprises irregular coursed rubble stonework with dressed limestone
piers carrying chamfered pecked and margined limestone string course to
base of parapet. Dressed limestone segmental arch with gunnelled concrete
soffit. Margined and rock-faced limestone copings to parapets. Stone steps 
give access to north-eastern river bank adjacent to bridges.
NIAH Appraisal 
These bridges attest to the expansion of the road network in the early
nineteenth century and thereby also increased the possibility to improve
commerce and communications in an area that was up until then difficult to
traverse. They are solidly constructed to serve their function, but with finer



 

 

details to the piers and string course they also has an aesthetic value. 
 

Categories of Special 
Interest: 

Architectural, technical 

Rating: Regional 
Reference: NIAH Survey: County Galway 

 

BH No.: 24 
RPS No.: 623, 624 
NIAH No.: 30403613-15 
Townland: Cloonbeg 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 76039, 246621 
Classification: Ballynahinch Station 
Dist. from 
development: 

c. 10m north-west (Points 6-7) 

Description: NIAH Description: Station House 
Detached former railway station and stationmaster's house, built c. 1895, 
now used as private residence. Road elevation faces north-east. Building 
comprises two-storey house having three-bay front and two-bay rear 
elevations, with single-storey station proper attached to south-west and 
having four-bay road and multiple-bay trackside elevation, latter also having 
canted-bay window and projecting canopy. Gable-fronted north-east bay of 
front elevation of house projects slightly. Pitched artificial slate roofs with 
carved and tooled limestone copings to gables, red brick chimneystacks 
having grey brick upper portions topped with margined rock-faced copings. 
Exposed king-post trusses to gables. Square-profile cast-iron and 
replacement uPVC rainwater goods. Platform canopy supported on ornate 
cast-iron brackets on tooled limestone corbels. Red brick walls with 
chamfered brick plinth and having black brick bands. Camber-arched 
window and door openings throughout with moulded brick surrounds, black 
brick voussoirs and hood-mouldings. Some windows to station and to ground 
floor of house are paired. Window openings have tooled limestone sills and 
replacement timber windows. Replacement timber doors. Oculus to upper 
gable of south-west elevation has moulded black brick surround and stained 
glass. Concrete coping for platform is in situ. Situated next to road with 
former signal box to north and engine shed to south-west.
Appraisal 
This well executed building attests to its former importance as a hub of 
transport and commerce at the end of the 19th and early part of the 20th 
centuries. The use of moulded and differently coloured brickwork and 
ornately cast canopy brackets significantly adds to the aesthetic quality of 
this otherwise functional building. 
NIAH Description: Former shed 
Detached single-bay former goods shed, built 1895, now in use as private 
residence, and having recessed single-bay former office to north-east end 
having lower roof. Recent additions to rear and to south-west end. Pitched 
slate roof with decoratively tiled ridge, brick chimneystack, tooled limestone 
copings to gables and cast-iron and replacement aluminum rainwater goods. 
Dormer windows to south-west end of front and rear elevations and recent 
skylight towards middle of roof. Coursed rubble limestone walls with block 
and start brick quoins. Round oculus windows to gables with red brick 
surrounds and stained glass. Segmental-arched vehicular entrance to road 
elevation with block-and-start brick surround and replacement double-leaf 
timber battened doors having original iron runner for sliding doors. Other 
doors and windows are recent additions. Appraisal
This solidly built structure was designed for use as a goods shed during the 



 

 

heyday of the Connemara railway. The construction methods and style of the 
time are apparent in the round windows in the gables. It forms a group with 
the other railway structures at the former Ballynahinch Railway Station. 
NIAH Description: Signal Box 
Detached two-storey signal box, erected 1895, now used as outbuilding in 
grounds of private house. Pitched slate roof with decorative tiled ridge, 
decoratively carved timber bargeboards with timber finials to gables, and 
replacement uPVC rainwater goods. Lined and ruled render to ground floor 
with steel casing in south-east elevation still present for signal mechanism. 
Horizontal timber lapped boarding to upper floor, with fixed timber-framed 
ribbon windows to each elevation. Glazed timber door to first floor of north-
west elevation with recent timber balcony and ramp giving access. 
Replacement timber battened door to ground floor of south-east elevation.
Appraisal 
This modest signal box is part of the group of railway buildings of the former 
Ballynahinch Railway Station. It retains most of its historic fabric and 
contributes to the architectural diversity of this otherwise bleak landscape. 

Categories of Special 
Interest: 

Architectural, technical, social 

Rating: Regional 
Reference: NIAH Survey: County Galway 

 

BH No.: 25 
RPS No.: 621 
NIAH No.: 30403608-09 
Townland: Killeen 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 76660, 246886 
Classification: Gate lodge, level crossing & demesne entrance 
Dist. from 
development: 

To the immediate north (Points 6-7) 

Description: 

NIAH Description: Gate lodge 
Detached three-bay L-plan single-storey with dormer floor gate lodge, built c. 
1870, having two-stage tower to south-west corner and box-bay window to 
north end of front elevation. Now in use as private residence and 
considerably extended in late 20th century to rear and to east by single and 
two-storey blocks in similar style to original building. Pitched slate roofs 
having tiled ridges, crow-step gables to bays of front and south elevations 
with render mouldings including coat of arms and laurel wreath, square-
profile cast-iron rainwater goods with decorative brackets, projecting 
rendered chimneystacks. Painted lined and ruled rendered walls having 
moulded string course between floors of front and south elevations and to 
tower. Base batter and rendered battlemented parapet to tower. Square-
headed window openings to ground floor and triangular-headed windows to 
first floor, with one-over-one pane timber sliding sash windows with 
chamfered render surrounds, label-mouldings and lacking sills. Paired 
windows and battlemented parapet to box-bay window. Square-headed fixed 
lights to lower stage of tower and triangular-headed openings to upper 
stage, with chamfered surrounds and lacking sills. Entrance doorway has 
chamfered surround and shouldered head, with label-moulding having 
human masks, and timber panelled door. Building sited next to entrance 
gates of Ballinahinch Castle. 
Appraisal 
This unusually ornate gate lodge is of similar construction to that at the 
north-western entrance to the Ballynahinch estate. Its Gothic Revival style 

 
 



 

 

evokes the architecture of the medieval period. The attention to detail and 
the skill of the artisans involved are evident and the rendered details are 
notable. 
NIAH Description: Entrance 
Quadrant south entrance gateway to Ballinahinch Castle, built c. 1850, with 
vehicular entrance and one pedestrian entrance. Rock-faced granite sweep 
walls and piers with stepped cement-topped copings supporting decorative 
cast-iron railings and gates. Piers have tooled margins and cement copings. 
Camber-headed pseudo-lights to piers flanking entrances. Piers to road 
have blind openings. (It should be noted that the construction of the railway 
is likely to have led to a remodeling of the entrance, which is not marked on 
the first edition. The entrance structures, which include a secondary pair of 
gate pillars on the northern side of the level crossing is more likely to be 
contemporary with the construction of railway in the 1890s. Similarly, the 
gate lodge is well set back from the road and the gates, on the northern side 
of the railway. As such, it seems more likely that the lodge was built at the 
same time as the railway, rather than in the 1870s). 
Appraisal 
This imposing gateway is indicative of the wealth, influence and importance 
of the Ballynahinch estate. The gateway forms a significant group with the 
accompanying gate lodge. Good-quality craftsmanship is evident in the 
stonework and ironwork. 

Categories of Special 
Interest: 

Architectural, artistic 

Rating: Regional 
Reference: NIAH Survey: County Galway 

 

BH No.: 29 
RPS No.: N/A 
NIAH No.: 30403702 
Townland: Ballinafad 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 79124, 246691 
Classification: School 
Dist. from 
development: 

To the immediate south (Points 9-10) 

Description: 

NIAH Description  
Detached four-bay single-storey T-plan former school, built 1830, with 
central two-bay entrance projection to front added 1925. Now in use as 
house. Pitched replacement artificial slate roof with rendered chimneystack 
and replacement uPVC rainwater goods. Painted rendered walls, plinth and 
painted limestone date plaque to front of projection and with rendered soffit 
to eaves. Square-headed window openings having concrete sills, six-over-
six pane timber sliding sash windows to front and rear elevations, fixed 
timber windows with single-pane awnings to projection. Square-headed door 
openings to sides of projection having stone steps and battened timber 
doors. Rubble stone and timber boundary walls with rubble gate piers having 
concrete capping and decorative wrought-iron pedestrian gate. 
NIAH Appraisal 
This building is a typical example of an early nineteenth-century rural school 
house, with an early twentieth-century addition, the latter constructed after 
the formation of the Free State in 1922. The school has been converted to a 
house and still retains much of its historic fabric, such as the varied timber 
windows and doors. 

 
 

Categories of Special Architectural, social 



 

 

Interest: 
Rating: Regional 
Reference: NIAH Survey: County Galway 

 

BH No.: 42 
RPS No.: N/A 
NIAH No.: 30403707 
Townland: Garroman/ Lissoughter 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 83471, 247593 
Classification: Railway Bridge 
Dist. from 
development: 

c. 60m south of the N59 (Points 12-13) 

Description: 

NIAH Description  
Single-span cast-iron girder railway bridge, dated 1893, over Bealnacarra 
River. Limestone block piers with limestone and recent concrete block 
copings supporting riveted wrought and cast-iron girder bridge with riveted 
parapet wall having maker's mark to girder in south elevation. Recent 
wrought-iron railing and gates to west elevation. Rubble-stone and earth 
abutments to east and west. 
Appraisal 
This example of late 19th-century engineering was erected for the Midland 
Great Western Railway Company and is part of the defunct Galway to 
Clifden branch. The structure was made by Joseph Westwood & Co. 
Engineers and Contractors, London. The bridge has been well maintained 
and is in good structural condition. 

 
 

Categories of Special 
Interest: 

Architectural, technical 

Rating: Regional 
Reference: NIAH Survey: County Galway 

 

BH No.: 44 
RPS No.: 628 
NIAH No.: 30403708-09 
Townland: Lissoughter 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 83570, 247619 
Classification: Recess Railway station 
Dist. from 
development: 

c. 15m south of the N59 (Points 12-13) 

Description: 

NIAH Description: Station House 
Detached railway station house, built 1895, comprising T-plan two-storey 
stationmaster's house having two-bay front elevation and three-bay trackside 
elevation, with five-bay single-storey waiting room to east and multiple-bay 
single-storey lean-to addition to west. Canted-bay to front of stationmaster's 
house with windows to both floors. Now used as private house. Pitched 
pantile roofs with decorative terracotta ridge tiles to station house and 
waiting room with lead cladding to raised copings to gables, rendered 
chimneystacks, cast-iron and replacement uPVC rainwater goods with cast-
iron ventilation pipes having decorative caps. Sheet metal and felt coverings 

 
 



 

 

to flat roofed additions. Timber bargeboards to gables with exposed king-
post truss to canted bay. Pebble-dashed walls with painted rendered plinth. 
Camber-headed window openings having rendered architraves, concrete 
sills and recent external timber shutters. Two-over-two pane timber sliding 
sash windows to front and rear elevations, two-pane timber casement 
windows to rear, and four-by-four timber casement windows to west 
elevation. Square headed window openings with concrete sills having one-
over-one pane timber sliding sash windows to rear and west elevations of 
flat-roofed addition to west elevation, two-over-two pane timber sliding sash 
windows to front elevation of additional canted-bay window and to west 
elevation of addition, two-over-one pane timber sliding sash windows to front 
elevation, twelve-pane timber casement windows to conservatory. Oculus to 
east elevation with timber louver. Camber-headed door opening with 
rendered architrave, timber glazed door with bipartite overlight to rear 
elevation, battened timber door with overlight to east elevation. Square-
headed door openings with rendered architraves, double-leafed timber 
glazed doors and battened timber door with overlight to front elevation (to 
interior of additional conservatory), louvered and panelled door to west 
elevation. Single-stage water tower to west of station house having shallow 
pitched replacement roof, coursed stone block walls with red-brick quoins, 
round-headed door to front and window openings to sides, with red-brick 
block-and-start surrounds and concrete sills, internal iron railing to north 
elevation. Rubble-stone boundary walls to site with rubble-stone piers and 
stone block capping to east marking railway line. Rubble-stone boundary 
walls to north with rubble-stone piers with rusticated limestone capping and 
wrought-iron gates. 
NIAH Appraisal: Station House 
Built on the Galway to Clifden railway line, this structure was an important 
part of the communication and transport network of Connemara. The 
building retains much of its historic fabric, most notably the timber sash 
windows and doorways but also cast-iron down pipes and ventilation pipes 
which feature Victorian decorated caps. The building is unusual for having 
red-clay tiles and ridge tiles. A water tower located on the property along 
with a neighbouring goods shed and outbuildings are part of a common plan 
that is found in nearly all railway stations throughout the country built during 
the Age of Steam. 
NIAH Description: Goods Shed 
Freestanding five-bay single-storey former goods shed, built c. 1890, having 
multiple recent additions including lean-to conservatory to front, pitched 
roofed addition to east side with catslide roof to rear and lean-to roofed 
porch to rear elevation. Now in use as house. Pitched artificial slate roof with 
recent roof-lights, rendered coping to gables, rendered chimneystack and 
replacement uPVC rainwater goods. Pitched artificial slate roof to east 
addition with catslide, slate lean-to roofs to additional conservatory and 
porch with uPVC rainwater goods. Coursed rusticated limestone walls 
having red-brick quoins. Oculus to east and west elevations, now blocked, 
having red-brick surrounds. Recently inserted square-headed window 
openings with concrete lintels, surrounds and sills with timber casement 
windows. Square-headed door opening within former camber-headed 
carriage-way with red-brick arch and surround now blocked with concrete. 
Square-headed doorway to rear elevation with remains of wrought-iron 
sliding door. Ruinous single-bay single-storey outbuilding to east with 
square-headed window opening having tri-partite timber casement window to 
front elevation. Square-headed door opening to west elevation. Outbuilding 
overlooks square recessed area to south possibly denoting former location 
of railway line. Small complex of ruinous outbuildings to south-east including 
two-bay single storey outbuilding with flat-roofed extension to rear elevation, 
pitched slate roof with rendered coping, red-brick walls, polychrome capped 
plinth, camber-headed window openings with red-brick arches, square-
headed window opening with camber headed timber casement window to 



 

 

rear elevation with stone sill and two-by-two timber casement windows to 
front. Camber-headed door openings having red-brick arches, battened and 
panelled timber door to east elevation. Two-bay single-storey outbuilding to 
east with lean-to roof, painted rendered walls, square-headed window 
opening to front elevation, square-headed door openings having battened 
timber doors to front and north elevations. Final outbuilding is of single-bay 
single-storey configuration with pitched slate roof having rendered coping, 
painted rendered walls and square-headed door opening with battened 
timber door. All three outbuildings linked together by red-brick and rendered 
boundary wall. Rubble-stone boundary wall to site with rusticated limestone 
block piers with rusticated limestone capping to entrance. 
NIAH Appraisal: Goods Shed 
This fine building is part of a the Recess station complex on the now disused 
Galway to Clifden railway line. It has a simple design but was a functional 
structure that played an important role in the era of steam locomotives. The 
rusticated stone block construction and red-brick detail work enliven the 
character of the building. The inclusion of oculus to both side elevations is a 
common feature that is found throughout railway architecture in Ireland. The 
complex of smaller outbuildings associated with the railway further enhance 
the aesthetic character of this station. 

Categories of Special 
Interest: 

Architectural, artistic, social 

Rating: Regional 
Reference: NIAH Survey: County Galway 

 

BH No.: 50 
RPS No.: N/A 
NIAH No.: 30403703 
Townland: Lissoughter 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 85693, 247434 
Classification: Railway bridge 
Dist. from 
development: 

c. 40m south of the N59 (Points 12-13) 

Description: 

NIAH Description 
Railway bridge, built c. 1895, over disused galway to Clifden railway line. 
Single segmental arch having rock-faced voussoirs, rubble walling to 
spandrels and parapets, moulded string course between arch and parapets, 
and margined rock-faced coping stones to parapets. Bridge gives access 
over former railway line to Lissoughter Lodge. 
Appraisal 
This is a finely constructed railway bridge, accomplished detailing evident in 
the quality of the string course and copings. It stands as a reminder of the 
now disused railway line from Galway City to Clifden. 

 
 

Categories of Special 
Interest: 

Architectural, technical 

Rating: Regional 
Reference: NIAH Survey: County Galway 

 

BH No.: 51 
RPS No.: 626 
NIAH No.: 30403705 
Townland: Lissoughter 



 

 

Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 85679, 247340 
Classification: Lissoughter Lodge 
Dist. from 
development: 

c. 130m south of the N59 (Points 12-13) 

Description: 

NIAH Description 
Detached three-bay single-storey house, built c. 1880, having three-bay side 
elevations, flat-roofed porch to front, and multiple-bay single-storey L-plan 
addition to rear. Hipped slate roof with rendered eaves course and rendered 
chimneystacks. Rendered walls with rendered plinth course. Square-headed 
window openings having painted sills and two-over-two pane timber sliding 
sash windows to end bays of front elevation, margined one-over-one pane 
windows to sides of porch, and timber casement windows elsewhere. Set in 
own grounds with terrace to west of house having brick retaining wall and 
flight of limestone steps with plinth walls having piers with limestone caps 
leading down to gardens to west. Site accessed through wrought-iron farm 
gate set between brick piers having limestone caps, at south end of bridge 
over disused railway line, with similar gates to road at north-west. 
Appraisal 
This modest rural house is notable for its squat single-storey form and the 
retention of varied timber sash and casement windows. Its setting, at the 
east end of Garroman Lolugh, is impressive. 

 
 

Categories of Special 
Interest: 

Architectural 

Rating: Regional 
Reference: NIAH Survey: County Galway 

 

BH No.: 54 
RPS No.: N/A 
NIAH No.: 30403710 
Townland: Caher 
Parish: Moyrus 
Barony: Ballynahinch 
NGR: 87018, 247472 
Classification: Roman catholic church 
Dist. from 
development: 

c. 30m north of the N59 (Points 12-13) 

Description: 

NIAH Description 
Freestanding Roman Catholic Church, built 1922, comprising of five-bay 
double-height nave with bowed and square break front side chapels to side 
elevations, bowed corner to north-west, single-bay double-height chancel to 
east elevation, double-height porch to west elevation with two-stage tower to 
south elevation and single-storey sacristy to north elevations of nave and 
chancel with extension to east elevation housing boiler room. Sheet metal 
and felt flat roofs to nave, chancel, chapels and sacristy with rendered lean-
to roofs to side-chapels of north elevation. Painted roughcast rendered walls 
with rendered plinth, smooth rendered walls to east elevation of extension, 
raised render arcaded corbels to eaves of nave, chancel and side chapels 
and stepped rendered buttresses to all elevations. Raised round-headed 
render panels to each bay surrounding windows. Bowed wall to east 
elevation of chancel with render string course. Recessed rounded headed 
window openings with render sills with ventilation slats having lead-lined 
stained-glass windows to north and south elevations of nave, chancel, bell 

 
 



 

 

tower, side chapels, sacristy and front elevation of sacristy. Tripartite lead-
lined stained-glass window with stained-glass over light to east elevation of 
chancel. Oculus window openings with stained-glass windows surmounting 
openings to side elevations of nave. Square headed window opening having 
stained-glass windows to north-west elevation of bowed corner. Rose 
windows to west elevation of porch having limestone curvilinear tracery with 
stained-glass. Round headed door openings with rendered architrave, 
recessed doorcase, concrete steps and double-leaf battened timber door 
with stained-glass overlight to south elevation of tower and rendered 
architrave, recessed doorcase, concrete ramp with battened timber door to 
front elevation of sacristy. Square headed door opening to north elevation of 
extension having battened timber with galvanised metal louvre overlight. 
Concrete capping to two-stage tower having painted roughcast rendered 
walls and plinth. Three round-headed arches to second stage with render 
hood mouldings extending as string course to south, east and west 
elevations. Recessed round-headed niches to east and west elevations 
having rendered architrave and rendered cross. Six-bay single-storey house 
to north-east of chapel with hipped artificial slate roof. Grotto containing 
Marian statue located to the south-east of chapel. Painted rendered 
boundary walls and piers with rendered capping. 
NIAH Appraisal 
This early 20th-century chapel contributes significantly to the diversity of the 
architectural heritage of Connemara. The building follows a classical 
Romanesque design style and features a number of unusual elements, the 
bowed corner the north-east is designed for the inclusion of a round 
staircase. The façade of the church is enlivened by the variety of side-
chapels, the presence of buttresses that frame each section of the building, 
the decorative corbels which mock an arcade that is typically found in 
Romanesque architecture. The attention to detail with the use of paint to 
highlight particular elements enhances the overall character of the building. 

Categories of Special 
Interest: 

Architectural, artistic, social 

Rating: Regional 
Reference: NIAH Survey: County Galway 

 

BH No.: 75 & 76 
RPS No.: N/A 
NIAH No.: 30403902 
Townland: Lurgan or Shindilla 
Parish: Kilcummin 
Barony: Moycullen 
NGR: 97672, 246398 

97854, 246398 
Classification: Level crossing cottage and Maam Cross Station 
Dist. from 
development: 

Both to immediate south of route where it follows from Points 14-16-19 

Description: 

NIAH Description 
Complex of buildings and platforms forming railway station complex, built 
1896, comprising water tower, goods shed, platforms and gate keepers 
house. Now disused. Recent outbuildings to site. Detached single-bay two-
stage water tower to west end of central platform. Roofless, having corbelled 
red brick ceaves courses and overhanging cast-iron girders for water tank, 
latter now removed. Roughly dressed coursed limestone block walls with red 
brick block-and-start quoins and red brick dressings to openings. Oculus to 
front elevation, round-headed window opening to north side, latter with 
concrete sills. Round-headed door opening to front. Detached single-bay 

 
 



 

 

double-height goods store located to south-west of water tower, having two-
bay single-storey office annex to west side elevation and set on limestone 
block platform. Pitched slate roofs with tooled limestone copings and having 
red brick chimneystack to office. Roughly dressed coursed limestone block 
walls with red brick block-and-start quoins and red brick dressings to 
openings. Oculi to upper gables. Square-headed window opening to front 
elvation of annex having margined rock-faced lintel, stone sill and wrought-
iron bars. Square-headed door opening to same elevation having margined 
rock-faced lintel. Segmental-arch vehicular-width door openings to long 
sides of goods shed with corrugated-iron sheet doors. Detached three-bay 
single-storey gate keepers house to opposite side of road having projecting 
lean-to porch to front. Pitched slate roof with slate cat-slide to porch, 
concrete copings to gables, red brick chimneystack and cast-iron rainwater 
goods. Painted rendered coursed rubble stone walls with plinth and red brick 
block-and-start quoins. Camber-headed window openings having red brick 
voussoirs and block-and-start surrounds, tooled limestone sills and six-over-
six pane timber sliding sash windows. Square-headed door opening to north 
side elevation of porch having tooled limestone lintel and red brick surrounds 
with steps. 
NIAH Appraisal 
Maam station, opened in 1896, is located on the Galway to Clifden line and 
was built by the Midlands Great Western Railway Company. It was one of 
the larger stations on the line and had a cattle platform to serve the local 
stockmen. Although the station house has been replaced by modern 
buildings, most of the ancillary buildings survive and retain their architectural 
value. The water tower is an example of a building of necessity when all 
trains were powered by steam and every station across had similar 
structures. The inclusion of a gate keeper's house demonstrates the 
importance of both road and rail transport in the area at that time. Its history 
is also intertwined with the history of the Irish State, when in the early 1920s 
a consignment of arms arrived at the station, intended for the Irish 
Volunteers. Despite its closure in 1935, this complex is of significant 
architectural merit and continues to define the manmade landscape. 

Categories of Special 
Interest: 

Architectural, technical 

Rating: Regional 
Reference: NIAH Survey: County Galway 

 

BH No.: 87 
RPS No.: N/A 
NIAH No.: 30405301 
Townland: Letterfore/ Leam West 
Parish: Kilcummin 
Barony: Moycullen 
NGR: 102227, 244605 
Classification: Railway bridge 
Dist. from 
development: 

0m (Points 20-21) 

Description: 

NIAH Description 
Single-span former railway bridge, built c. 1890, now disused, over 
Glashanasmearany River. Limestone block abutments having recessed 
splayed rubble limestone flanking walls retaining earth and stone 
embankment, with roughly dressed limestone copings to abutments. Riveted 
iron girder bridge with wrought-iron rail tracks having concrete spacing 
blocks. 
NIAH Appraisal

 
 



 

 

The construction of this bridge, through the use of iron girders and high 
quality masonry to the abutments, displays substantial technical and 
engineering merit. Built by the Midland Great Western Railway, this bridge 
was part of the Galway to Clifden branch line and is a reminder of the 
engineering achievements accomplished during the late 19th century. 

Categories of Special 
Interest: 

Architectural, technical 

Rating: Regional 
Reference: NIAH Survey: County Galway 

 

BH No.: 100 
RPS No.: N/A 
NIAH No.: 30405303-04 
Townland: Leam East 
Parish: Kilcummin 
Barony: Moycullen 
NGR: 105402, 242742 
Classification: National School & teacher’s cottage 
Dist. from 
development: 

To the immediate north-west of alternate route (Points 22-23) 

Description: 

NIAH Description: School 
Detached four-bay single-storey school, dated 1877, later used as chapel 
with return to north-west used as chancel, and with projecting gabled porch 
to front elevation. Now disused. Pitched slate roofs having rendered 
chimneystacks, cast-iron and replacement uPVC rainwater goods. Painted 
rendered walls with plinth, date-plaque to porch gable. Square-headed 
window openings having tooled stone sills and timber casement windows. 
Trio of blocked windows to north-west return, with stone sills. Square-
headed door opening with chamfered and rendered stone blocks halfway up 
jambs, stone step and replacement timber door. Timber pews visible to 
interior. Small former toilet block to north-west with single-pitch roof. Iron 
girder frame with bell to south-east. Rubble-stone boundary walls with 
squared rubble stone piers, tooled limestone capping and wrought iron gates 
to south-east. 
NIAH Appraisal: School  
This simply designed and unassuming building is in a good state of 
preservation. The retention of historic fabric such as tooled limestone 
window sills enhances the building. The reuse of the building as a church is 
quite unusual and adds to its social significance and the quirky inscription to 
the date-plaque adds interest. 
NIAH Description: Teacher’s Cottage 
Detached two-bay single-storey former schoolteacher's house, with dormer 
attic, built c. 1880, and having gabled windbreak to front elevation and 
recent flat-roof addition to rear. Pitched slate roof with rendered 
chimneystack and cast-iron rainwater goods. Painted rendered walls with 
rendered plinth. Square-headed window openings having concrete sills, both 
floors of gables having six-over-six pane timber sliding sash windows and 
narrow fixed timber windows, and front elevation having bipartite four-over-
four pane timber sliding sash window. Square headed doorway having cast-
iron boot scrape, battened timber door and overlight. Recent two-bay single-
storey garage with pitched artificial slate roof to south-east. Rubble stone 
boundary walls with timber gate to south-east. 
NIAH Appraisal: Teacher’s Cottage 
This aesthetically pleasing house contributes to the diversity of the 
architectural heritage of the area. The house was originally associated with 
Leam School close by. It retains historic fabric such as a slate roof and 

 
 



 

 

timber sash windows. The variety of windows enhances the character of the 
house whilst the unusual fenestration of the front elevation further enhances 
the building. A further point of interest is that the surrounding area is known 
as one of the locations used in the film 'The Quiet Man', the nearby bridge 
now known as 'The Quiet Man Bridge'. 

Categories of Special 
Interest: 

Architectural, social, historical 

Rating: Regional 
Reference: NIAH Survey: County Galway 

 

BH No.: 101 
RPS No.: N/A 
NIAH No.: 30405305 
Townland: Leam East/ Derryerglinna 
Parish: Kilcummin 
Barony: Moycullen 
NGR: 105387, 242695 
Classification: ‘The Quiet Man’ Bridge 
Dist. from 
development: 

0m of alternate route (Points 22-23) 

Description: 

NIAH Description 
Double-arch hump-back rubble-stone road bridge, built c. 1800. irregular 
arches, larger being to south end, roundish to east elevation and more 
pointed to west, and smaller north arch being cambered to west and pointed 
round to east. Rubble-abutments and river pier, latter having remains of 
pointed cut-water. Voussoirs and keystones to arches and partially rendered 
rubble stone soffits. Rubble-stone parapet walls, with recent rubble-stone 
repair work to pier and abutments. 
NIAH Appraisal 
This unique bridge which sits in a picturesque landscape makes an 
important contribution to the architectural heritage of West Galway. Dating 
from the late 18th century, its good state of preservation attests to the 
craftsmanship of the builders who used only locally available stone during 
the construction. The location of the bridge at the end of Lough Adrehid 
affords excellent views of the surrounding mountains whilst the irregularity 
and rubble-stone construction distinguishes this bridge from others in the 
area. The bridge is also a famous tourist attraction as it is known as the 
'Quiet Man Bridge' where the famous 1950s film 'The Quiet Man' was filmed. 

 
 

Categories of Special 
Interest: 

Architectural, social, technical 

Rating: Regional 
Reference: NIAH Survey: County Galway 

 

BH No.: 108 
RPS No.: N/A 
NIAH No.: 30405306 
Townland: Glengowla West 
Parish: Kilcummin 
Barony: Moycullen 
NGR: 106991, 242104 
Classification: Vernacular cottage 
Dist. from 
development: 

To immediate north-east of NRA cycle route (Points 24-26) 

Description:  



 

 

NIAH Description 
Detached three-bay single-storey vernacular house, built c. 1800, having 
slightly lower addition to north end with lean-to shed extension. Pitched 
thatched roof with scolloped raised ridge, low rendered chimneystacks and 
rendered verges. Rendered walls. Square-headed window and door 
openings with replacement fittings. Walling and roofing of addition similar to 
house. Lawn to rear of house and garden and yard to front. Shed opposite 
and at right angle to house has rubble stone walls and lean-to roof, with 
more recent concrete-walled shed attached to west having partly thatched 
roof. Road boundary is rubble stone wall with hedge, metal pedestrian gate 
with rendered piers, and more recent vehicular gate. 
NIAH Appraisal 
This is a good example of a typical thatched house of the district. The 
retention of a thatched roof and relatively small window openings helps 
preserve the vernacular character of the building. The gardens and road 
boundary serve to enhance the setting of the house and outbuildings. 

 

Categories of Special 
Interest: 

Architectural, technical 

Rating: Regional 
Reference: NIAH Survey: County Galway 

 

BH No.: 123 
RPS No.: 272 
NIAH No.: 30326018 
Townland: Cregg 
Parish: Kilcummin 
Barony: Moycullen 
NGR: 111863, 242080 
Classification: Oughterard Station 
Dist. from 
development: 

100m east of Point 30 

Description: 

NIAH Description 
Detached three-bay two-storey L-plan former railway stationmaster's house, 
built 1895, having four-bay single-storey former ticket office and waiting 
room to west with single-storey storage block to west and having more 
recent flat-roof addition to angle of L-plan house. Pitched slate roofs with cut 
limestone and grey-brick chimneystacks, timber eaves and cast-iron box-
profile and replacement uPVC rainwater goods. Snecked rusticated ashlar 
limestone walls with stretcher-bond red brick bands, tooled limestone eaves 
course and rusticated limestone plinths to original buildings. Snecked 
rusticated limestone walls to east addition with glazed timber above. Lined-
and-ruled rendered walls to eastern additions. Camber-headed window 
openings, forward projection of stationmaster's house having triple window 
to first floor and double window to ground. Mainly two-over-two pane timber 
sliding sash windows with grey brick voussoirs with torus-moulded hood-
mouldings, label-stops and cut limestone sills, and timber panelled internal 
shutters. Replacement timber casement windows to west gable. Blind oculus 
to upper west gable with grey-brick surround. Segmental-headed door 
opening to front elevation concealed behind recent porch having timber 
panelled door with overlight, dressed grey brick voussoirs and remains of 
hood-moulding and label-stops. Square-headed door openings elsewhere 
having replacement timber panelled doors and ashlar limestone lintels. 
Multiple-bay former goods shed, with various recent additions, having similar 
walling to station, segmental-arch and square-headed openings with red-
brick surrounds, square-headed blocked up and others partly blocked and 

 
 



 

 

having replacement timber windows. Blocked oculus window opening to 
west gable of goods shed having grey brick dressings and torus-moulded 
voussoirs. Rectangular-plan two-stage former water tower to south-west, 
having snecked rusticated limestone walls, round doorway with remains of 
metal fanlight, and round window to upper stage, with red brick surrounds, 
and having metal water tank to roof. Former goods platform to north having 
coursed snecked dressed limestone walling with stone segmental retaining 
arches, and with roughly coursed rubble limestone walling to east end. 
Limestone retaining wall to south. 
Appraisal 
This fine Victorian-era railway station has retained its original character and 
is an important feature of the district. The architectural design and style of 
the building is one which was employed throughout the county and further 
afield during the late 19th century. The fine façade is much enhanced by the 
excellent masonry work, brick banding and the retention of original features 
such as timber sash windows, stone sills and cast-iron rainwater goods. 

Categories of Special 
Interest: 

Architectural, technical, social 

Rating: Regional 
Reference: NIAH Survey: County Galway 

Appendix D.4: Legislative Framework Protecting the Archaeological Resource 
 

Protection of Cultural Heritage 

The cultural heritage in Ireland is safeguarded through national and international policy designed to secure 
the protection of the cultural heritage resource to the fullest possible extent (Department of Arts, Heritage, 
Gaeltacht and the Islands 1999, 35). This is undertaken in accordance with the provisions of the European 
Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (Valletta Convention), ratified by Ireland in 
1997. 

The Archaeological Resource 

The National Monuments Act 1930 to 2004 and relevant provisions of the National Cultural Institutions Act 
1997 are the primary means of ensuring the satisfactory protection of archaeological remains, which 
includes all man-made structures of whatever form or date except buildings habitually used for 
ecclesiastical purposes. A National Monument is described as ‘a monument or the remains of a monument 
the preservation of which is a matter of national importance by reason of the historical, architectural, 
traditional, artistic or archaeological interest attaching thereto’ (National Monuments Act 1930 Section 2). 

A number of mechanisms under the National Monuments Act are applied to secure the protection of 
archaeological monuments. These include the Register of Historic Monuments, the Record of Monuments 
and Places, and the placing of Preservation Orders and Temporary Preservation Orders on endangered 
sites. 

Ownership and Guardianship of National Monuments 

The Minister may acquire national monuments by agreement or by compulsory order. The state or local 
authority may assume guardianship of any national monument (other than dwellings). The owners of 
national monuments (other than dwellings) may also appoint the Minister or the local authority as guardian 
of that monument if the state or local authority agrees. Once the site is in ownership or guardianship of the 
state, it may not be interfered with without the written consent of the Minister. 

Register of Historic Monuments 



 

 

Section 5 of the 1987 Act requires the Minister to establish and maintain a Register of Historic Monuments. 
Historic monuments and archaeological areas present on the register are afforded statutory protection 
under the 1987 Act. Any interference with sites recorded on the register is illegal without the permission of 
the Minister. Two months notice in writing is required prior to any work being undertaken on or in the 
vicinity of a registered monument. The register also includes sites under Preservation Orders and 
Temporary Preservation Orders. All registered monuments are included in the Record of Monuments and 
Places. 

Preservation Orders and Temporary Preservation Orders 

Sites deemed to be in danger of injury or destruction can be allocated Preservation Orders under the 1930 
Act. Preservation Orders make any interference with the site illegal. Temporary Preservation Orders can be 
attached under the 1954 Act. These perform the same function as a Preservation Order but have a time 
limit of six months, after which the situation must be reviewed. Work may only be undertaken on or in the 
vicinity of sites under Preservation Orders with the written consent, and at the discretion, of the Minister. 

 

Record of Monuments and Places 

Section 12(1) of the 1994 Act requires the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands (now the 
Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government) to establish and maintain a record of 
monuments and places where the Minister believes that such monuments exist. The record comprises a 
list of monuments and relevant places and a map/s showing each monument and relevant place in respect 
of each county in the state. All sites recorded on the Record of Monuments and Places receive statutory 
protection under the National Monuments Act 1994. All recorded monuments on the proposed 
development site are represented on the accompanying maps. 

Section 12(3) of the 1994 Act provides that ‘where the owner or occupier (other than the Minister for Arts, 
Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands) of a monument or place included in the Record, or any other person, 
proposes to carry out, or to cause or permit the carrying out of, any work at or in relation to such a 
monument or place, he or she shall give notice in writing to the Minister of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the 
Islands to carry out work and shall not, except in the case of urgent necessity and with the consent of the 
Minister, commence the work until two months after the giving of notice’. 

Under the National Monuments (Amendment) Act 2004, anyone who demolishes or in any way interferes 
with a recorded site is liable to a fine not exceeding €3,000 or imprisonment for up to 6 months. On 
summary conviction and on conviction of indictment, a fine not exceeding €10,000 or imprisonment for up 
to 5 years is the penalty.  In addition they are liable for costs for the repair of the damage caused. 

In addition to this, under the European Communities (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 
1989, Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) are required for various classes and sizes of development 
project to assess the impact the proposed development will have on the existing environment, which 
includes the cultural, archaeological and built heritage resources. These document’s recommendations are 
typically incorporated into the conditions under which the proposed development must proceed, and thus 
offer an additional layer of protection for monuments which have not been listed on the RMP.  

The Planning and Development Act 2000 

Under planning legislation, each local authority is obliged to draw up a Development Plan setting out their 
aims and policies with regard to the growth of the area over a five-year period. They cover a range of 
issues including archaeology and built heritage, setting out their policies and objectives with regard to the 
protection and enhancement of both. These policies can vary from county to county. The Planning and 
Development Act 2000 recognises that proper planning and sustainable development includes the 



 

 

protection of the archaeological heritage. Conditions relating to archaeology may be attached to individual 
planning permissions. 



 



 

 

APPENDIX D.5: Legislation Framework Protecting the Architectural Resource 
 

The main laws protecting the built heritage are the Architectural Heritage (National Inventory) and National 
Monuments (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1999 and the Local Government (Planning and Development) 
Acts 1963-1999, which has now been superseded by the Planning and Development Act, 2000. The 
Architectural Heritage Act requires the Minister to establish a survey to identify, record and assess the 
architectural heritage of the country. The background to this legislation derives from Article 2 of the 1985 
Convention for the Protection of Architectural Heritage (Granada Convention). This states that: 

For the purpose of precise identification of the monuments, groups of structures and sites to be protected, 
each member state will undertake to maintain inventories of that architectural heritage. 

The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) was established in 1990 to fulfil Ireland’s obligation 
under the Granada Convention, through the establishment and maintenance of a central record, 
documenting and evaluating the architecture of Ireland (NIAH Handbook 2005:2). As inclusion in the 
inventory does not provide statutory protection, the survey information is used in conjunction with the 
Architectural Heritage Protection Guidelines for Planning Authorities to advise local authorities on 
compilation of a Record of Protected Structures as required by the Planning and Development Act, 2000. 

Protection under the Record of Protected Structures and County Development Plan 

Structures of architectural, cultural, social, scientific, historical, technical or archaeological interest can be 
protected under the Planning and Development Act, 2000, where the conditions relating to the protection of 
the architectural heritage are set out in Part IV of the act. This act superseded the Local Government 
(Planning and Development) Act, 1999, and came into force on 1st January 2000. 

The act provides for the inclusion of Protected Structures into the planning authorities’ development plans 
and sets out statutory regulations regarding works affecting such structures. Under new legislation, no 
distinction is made between buildings formerly classified under development plans as List 1 and List 2. 
Such buildings are now all regarded as ‘Protected Structures’ and enjoy equal statutory protection. Under 
the act the entire structure is protected, including a structure’s interior, exterior, attendant grounds and also 
any structures within the attendant grounds. 

The act defines a Protected Structure as (a) a structure, or (b) a specified part of a structure which is 
included in a Record of Protected Structures (RPS), and, where that record so indicates, includes any 
specified feature which is in the attendant grounds of the structure and which would not otherwise be 
included in this definition. Protection of the structure, or part thereof, includes conservation, preservation, 
and improvement compatible with maintaining its character and interest. Part IV of the act deals with 
architectural heritage, and Section 57 deals specifically with works affecting the character of Protected 
Structures or proposed Protected Structures and states that no works should materially affect the character 
of the structure or any element of the structure that contributes to its special architectural, historical, 
archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical interest. The act does not provide specific 
criteria for assigning a special interest to a structure. However, the National Inventory of Architectural 
Heritage (NIAH) offers guidelines to its field workers as to how to designate a building with a special 
interest, which are not mutually exclusive. This offers guidance by example rather than by definition: 

Archaeological  

It is to be noted that the NIAH is biased towards post-1700 structures. Structures that have archaeological 
features may be recorded, providing the archaeological features are incorporated within post-1700 
elements. Industrial fabric is considered to have technical significance, and should only be attributed 
archaeological significance if the structure has pre-1700 features.  



 

 

Architectural 

A structure may be considered of special architectural interest under the following criteria: 

• Good quality or well executed architectural design 
• The work of a known and distinguished architect, engineer, designer, craftsman 
• A structure that makes a positive contribution to a setting, such as a streetscape or rural setting 
• Modest or vernacular structures may be considered to be of architectural interest, as they are part 

of the history of the built heritage of Ireland. 
• Well designed decorative features, externally and/or internally 

 

Historical 

A structure may be considered of special historical interest under the following criteria: 

• A significant historical event associated with the structure 
• An association with a significant historical figure 
• Has a known interesting and/or unusual change of use, e.g. a former workhouse now in use as a 

hotel 
• A memorial to a historical event.  

 

Technical 

A structure may be considered of special technical interest under the following criteria: 

• Incorporates building materials of particular interest, i.e. the materials or the technology used for 
construction 

• It is the work of a known or distinguished engineer 
• Incorporates innovative engineering design, e.g. bridges, canals or mill weirs 
• A structure which has an architectural interest may also merit a technical interest due to the 

structural techniques used in its construction, e.g. a curvilinear glasshouse, early use of concrete, 
cast-iron prefabrication.  

• Mechanical fixtures relating to a structure may be considered of technical significance. 

 

Cultural 

A structure may be considered of special cultural interest under the following criteria: 

• An association with a known fictitious character or event, e.g. Sandycove Martello Tower, which 
featured in Ulysses. 

• Other structure that illustrate the development of society, such as early schoolhouses, swimming 
baths or printworks.  

 

Scientific 

A structure may be considered of special scientific interest under the following criteria: 



 

 

• A structure or place which is considered to be an extraordinary or pioneering scientific or technical 
achievement in the Irish context, e.g. Mizen Head Bridge, Birr Telescope.  

 

Social  

A structure may be considered of special social interest under the following criteria: 

• A focal point of spiritual, political, national or other cultural sentiment to a group of people, e.g. a 
place of worship, a meeting point, assembly rooms.  

• Developed or constructed by a community or organisation, e.g. the construction of the railways or 
the building of a church through the patronage of the local community 

• Illustrates a particular lifestyle, philosophy, or social condition of the past, e.g. the hierarchical 
accommodation in a country house, philanthropic housing, vernacular structures.  

 

Artistic  

A structure may be considered of special artistic interest under the following criteria: 

• Work of a skilled craftsman or artist, e.g. plasterwork, wrought-iron work, carved elements or 
details, stained glass, stations of the cross. 

• Well designed mass produced structures or elements may also be considered of artistic interest. 
 

(From the NIAH Handbook 2003 & 2005 pages 15-20) 

The Local Authority has the power to order conservation and restoration works to be undertaken by the 
owner of the protected structure if it considers the building to be in need of repair. Similarly, an owner or 
developer must make a written request to the Local Authority to carry out any works on a protected 
structure and its environs, which will be reviewed within three months of application. Failure to do so may 
result in prosecution. 



 

 

Appendix D.6: Impact Assessment and the Cultural Heritage Resource 
 

Potential Impacts on Archaeological and Historical Remains 

Impacts are defined as ‘the degree of change in an environment resulting from a development’ 
(Environmental Protection Agency 2003: 31). They are described as profound, significant or slight impacts 
on archaeological remains. They may be negative, positive or neutral, direct, indirect or cumulative, 
temporary or permanent. 

Impacts can be identified from detailed information about a project, the nature of the area affected and the 
range of archaeological and historical resources potentially affected. Development can affect the 
archaeological and historical resource of a given landscape in a number of ways. 

• Permanent and temporary land-take, associated structures, landscape mounding, and their 
construction may result in damage to or loss of archaeological remains and deposits, or physical 
loss to the setting of historic monuments and to the physical coherence of the landscape. 

 

• Archaeological sites can be affected adversely in a number of ways: disturbance by excavation, 
topsoil stripping and the passage of heavy machinery; disturbance by vehicles working in 
unsuitable conditions; or burial of sites, limiting accessibility for future archaeological investigation. 

 

• Hydrological changes in groundwater or surface water levels can result from construction activities 
such as de-watering and spoil disposal, or longer-term changes in drainage patterns. These may 
desiccate archaeological remains and associated deposits. 

 

• Visual impacts on the historic landscape sometimes arise from construction traffic and facilities, 
built earthworks and structures, landscape mounding and planting, noise, fences and associated 
works. These features can impinge directly on historic monuments and historic landscape 
elements as well as their visual amenity value. 

 

• Landscape measures such as tree planting can damage sub-surface archaeological features, due 
to topsoil stripping and through the root action of trees and shrubs as they grow. 

 

• Ground consolidation by construction activities or the weight of permanent embankments can 
cause damage to buried archaeological remains, especially in colluviums or peat deposits. 

 

• Disruption due to construction also offers in general the potential for adversely affecting 
archaeological remains. This can include machinery, site offices, and service trenches. 

 

Although not widely appreciated, positive impacts can accrue from developments. These can include 
positive resource management policies, improved maintenance and access to archaeological monuments, 
and the increased level of knowledge of a site or historic landscape as a result of archaeological 
assessment and fieldwork. 

 



 

 

Predicted Impacts 

The severity of a given level of land-take or visual intrusion varies with the type of monument, site or 
landscape features and its existing environment. Severity of impact can be judged taking the following into 
account: 

• The proportion of the feature affected and how far physical characteristics fundamental to the 
understanding of the feature would be lost; 

 

• Consideration of the type, date, survival/condition, fragility/vulnerability, rarity, potential and 
amenity value of the feature affected; 

 

• Assessment of the levels of noise, visual and hydrological impacts, either in general or site specific 
terms, as may be provided by other specialists. 

 



 

 

Appendix D.7: Mitigation Measures and the Cultural Heritage Resource 
 

Potential Mitigation Strategies for Cultural Heritage Remains 

Mitigation is defined as features of the design or other measures of the proposed development that can be 
adopted to avoid, prevent, reduce or offset negative effects. 

The best opportunities for avoiding damage to archaeological remains or intrusion on their setting and 
amenity arise when the site options for the development are being considered. Damage to the 
archaeological resource immediately adjacent to developments may be prevented by the selection of 
appropriate construction methods. Reducing adverse effects can be achieved by good design, for example 
by screening historic buildings or upstanding archaeological monuments or by burying archaeological sites 
undisturbed rather than destroying them. Offsetting adverse effects is probably best illustrated by the full 
investigation and recording of archaeological sites that cannot be preserved in situ. 

Definition of Mitigation Strategies 

Archaeological Resource 

The ideal mitigation for all archaeological sites is preservation in situ. This is not always a practical solution, 
however. Therefore a series of recommendations are offered to provide ameliorative measures where 
avoidance and preservation in situ are not possible. 

Full Archaeological Excavation involves the scientific removal and recording of all archaeological features, 
deposits and objects to the level of geological strata or the base level of any given development. Full 
archaeological excavation is recommended where initial investigation has uncovered evidence of 
archaeologically significant material or structures and where avoidance of the site is not possible. 

Archaeological Test Trenching can be defined as ‘a limited programme... of intrusive fieldwork which 
determines the presence or absence of archaeological features, structures, deposits, artefacts or ecofacts 
within a specified area or site on land or underwater. If such archaeological remains are present test 
trenching defines their character and extent and relative quality.’ (IFA 2001c, 1) 

Archaeological Monitoring can be defined as a ‘formal programme of observation and investigation 
conducted during any operation carried out for non-archaeological reasons within a specified area or site 
on land or underwater, where there is possibility that archaeological deposits may be disturbed or 
destroyed. The programme will result in the preparation of a report and ordered archive.’ (IFA 2001b, 1) 

Underwater Archaeological Assessment consists of a programme of works carried out by a specialist 
underwater archaeologist, which can involve wade surveys, metal detection surveys and the excavation of 
test pits within the sea or riverbed. These assessments are able to access and assess the potential of an 
underwater environment to a much higher degree than terrestrial based assessments. 

Architectural Resource 

The architectural resource is generally subject to a greater degree of change than archaeological sites, as 
structures may survive for many years but their usage may change continually. This can be reflected in the 
fabric of the building, with the addition and removal of doors, windows and extensions. Due to their often 
more visible presence within the landscape than archaeological sites, the removal of such structures can 
sometimes leave a discernable ‘gap’ with the cultural identity of a population. However, a number of 
mitigation measures are available to ensure a record is made of any structure that is deemed to be of 
special interest, which may be removed or altered as part of a proposed development. 



 

 

Conservation Assessment consists of a detailed study of the history of a building and can include the 
surveying of elevations to define the exact condition of the structure. These assessments are carried out by 
Conservation Architects and would commonly be carried out in association with proposed alterations or 
renovations on a Recorded Structure. 

Building Survey may involve making an accurate record of elevations (internal and external), internal floor 
plans and external sections. This is carried out using a EDM (Electronic Distance Measurer) and GPS 
technology to create scaled drawings that provide a full record of the appearance of a building at the time 
of the survey. 

Historic Building Assessment is generally specific to one building, which may have historic significance, but 
is not a Protected Structure or listed within the NIAH. A full historical background for the structure is 
researched and the site is visited to assess the standing remains and make a record of any architectural 
features of special interest. These assessments can also be carried out in conjunction with a building 
survey. 

Written and Photographic record provides a basic record of features such as stone walls, which may have 
a small amount of cultural heritage importance and are recorded for prosperity. Dimensions of the feature 
are recorded with a written description and photographs as well as some cartographic reference, which 
may help to date a feature. 



 



 

 

Appendix D.8: Photographs for Archaeology, Architectural and Cultural Heritage 

 
Plate 1 – A section of the proposed route within Killymongaun (Points 1-2), facing east 

 
 

Plate 2 – Railway embankment within Gowlan West (Points 2-3), facing south-east 



 

 

 
 

Plate 3 – Route of alternate greenway between Points 3 and 4, facing south-east 
 

 

Plate 4 – River valley that forms the 
townland boundary between Derrylea 
and Munga (Points 4-5), facing east 



 

 

 
 

Plate 5 – The proposed route and former railway within townland of Derrylea (Points 4-5), facing south-east 
 

 
 

Plate 6 – An example of the proposed route and former railway within townland of Emlaghmore (Points 4-
5), facing west 



 

 

 
 

Plate 7 – Small oval lough to immediate north of former railway (Points 4-5), within the townland of 
Emlaghmore, facing ENE 

 

 
 

Plate 8 – Lough Fadda, to the south of the proposed route (Points 4-5), within the townland of 
Derryvickrune, facing south-west 



 

 

 
 

Plate 9 – Forestry track (alternate route Points 5-6), facing west 
 

 
 

Plate 10 – Railway embankment and proposed route in the townland of Killeen (Points 7-8), facing west 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 11 – Railway cutting within the townland of Ballinafad (Points 9-10), facing west 
 

 
 

Plate 12 – Proposed route and railway as it passes to the south of Lough Nabrucka (Points 9-10), facing 
east 

 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 13 – Proposed route and railway within the townland of Athry (Points 9-10), facing north-east 
 

 
 

Plate 14 - Proposed route and railway within the townland of Athry (Points 10-11), facing north-east 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 15 - Proposed route and railway within the townland of Garroman (Points 10-11), facing WNW 
 

 
 

Plate 16 – Proposed route and railway within the townland of Bunscanniff (Points 13-14), facing ESE 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 17 – Proposed route and railway to the immediate north of Lough Shindilla (Points 13-14), facing 
WSW 

 

 
 

Plate 18 – Proposed route and railway within the townland of Shannaunnafeola (Points 13-14), facing east 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 19 – Path of railway within the townland of Lurgan or Shindilla (Points 14-16), facing east 
 

 
 

Plate 20 – Existing farm track between Points 14 and 15, facing WSW 



 

 

 
 

Plate 21 – Proposed route and railway within the townland of Lurgan or Shindilla (Points 19-20), facing 
west towards Maam Cross 

 

 
 

Plate 22 – Proposed route and railway within the townland of Derreennagusfoor (Points 19-20), facing west 



 

 

 
 

Plate 23 – Proposed route and railway, within the townland of Bunnakill (Points 19-20), facing south-east 
 

 
 

Plate 24 – Proposed route and railway to the north-west of Point 20, facing north-west 



 

 

 
 

Plate 25 – Section of the proposed route and railway to the south of Point 20, facing south 
 

 
 

Plate 26 - Proposed route and railway within the townland of Leam West (Points 20-21), facing SSE 



 

 

 
 

Plate 27 - Proposed route and railway, now a public road, within the townland of Leam West (Points 21-
22), facing north-west 

 

 
 

Plate 28 – Proposed route to the south of Point 24, facing NNW 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 29 – Path of proposed route to the south of the railway line, prior to joining with Point 25, facing east 
 

 
 

Plate 30 - Proposed route and railway, to the east of the Owenriff River (Points 25-27), facing west 



 

 

 
 

Plate 31 – Proposed route and railway at Glengowla Mines (GA054-035), showing spoil on track bed 
(facing west) 

 

 
 

Plate 32 – Proposed route and railway to the east of Point 27, facing WSW 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 33 – Proposed route and railway within the townland of Claremount (Points 27-30), facing WSW 
 

 

Plate 34 – Proposed route and 
railway within overgrown cutting 
(Points 27-30), facing west 



 

 

 
 

Plate 35 – BH 2, Ardbear Old Bridge (Point 1-2), facing west 
 

 
 

Plate 36 – BH 6, ruined building (Point 1-2), facing south-west 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 37 – BH 7, level crossing cottage (Points 3-4), facing south-east 
 

 
 

Plate 38 – BH 10, ruined farm house (Points 4-5), facing south-west 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 

Plate 40 – BH 13, culvert (Points 4-5), facing ENE 
 

Plate 39 – Eastern elevation of BH 
11, bridge/tunnel (Points 4-5), 
facing WNW 



 

 

 
 

Plate 41 – BH 14, stone culvert (Points 4-5), facing north-west 
 

 
 

Plate 42 – BH 16, stone culvert (Points 4-5), facing north 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 43 – BH 17, large culvert (Points 4-5), facing north 
 

 
 

Plate 44 – BH 19, culvert (Points 4-5), facing east 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 45 – BH 21, railway bridge (Points 5-6), facing south-east 
 

 
 

Plate 46 – The northern arch of Cloonbeg Bridge (BH 22) (Points 5-6a-6), facing west 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 47 – BH 23, site of level crossing (Points 5-6a-6), facing ESE 
 

 
 

Plate 48 – BH 24, Ballynahinch Station House and signal box (Points 6-7), facing ESE 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 49 – BH 25, gate lodge, level crossing and recessed entrance (Points 6-7), facing north-east 
 

 
 

Plate 50 – BH 28, level crossing cottage (Points 7-8), facing west 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

Plate 52 – BH 30, square headed culvert (Points 9-10), facing north-west 

Plate 51 – BH 30, arched culvert 
(Points 9-10), facing north-east 



 

 

 
 

Plate 53 – BH 31, north-east stone abutment at railway bridge (Points 9-10), facing NNW 
 

 
 

Plate 54 – BH 33, culvert (Points 9-10), facing south-east 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 55 – BH 34, level crossing cottage (Points 10-11), facing north-east 
 

 
 

Plate 56 – BH 36, culvert (Points 10-11), facing south-east 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 57 – BH 38, culvert (Points 10-11), facing south-east 
 

 
 

Plate 58 – BH 39, culvert (Points 10-11), facing south-east 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 59 – BH 42, railway bridge (Points 12-13), facing south 
 

 
 

Plate 60 – BH 43, road bridge (Point 12-13), facing ENE 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 61 – BH 44, Recess Station House (Points 12-13), facing south 
 

 
 

Plate 62 – BH 45, 19th century house at Lissoughter (Points 12-13), facing north 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 

Plate 64 – BH 54, Catholic Church (Points 12-13), facing north 
 
 

Plate 63 – BH 46, ‘Connemara’ 
Monument (Points 9-10), facing 
south-west 



 

 

 
 

Plate 65 – BH 55, derelict vernacular house (Points 12-13), facing south-east 
 

 
 

Plate 66 – BH 58, derelict house (Points 12-13), facing south-east 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 67 – BH 59, possible former stables (Points 12-13), facing ENE 
 

 
 

Plate 68 – BH 60, vernacular cottage (Points 12-13), facing north 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 69 – BH 70, stone culvert (Points 13-14), facing north-west 
 

 
 

Plate 70 – BH 71, stone culvert/ accommodation bridge (Points 13-14), facing north-west 
 
 



 

 

  
 

 
 

Plate 72 – BH 75, level crossing cottage (Points 14-15-16), facing south-west 
 
 
 

Plate 71 – BH 72, culvert (Point 
13-14), facing north-west 



 

 

 
 

Plate 73 – BH 76, remains of station at Maam Cross (Points 16-19), facing west 
 

 
 

Plate 74 – BH 78, vernacular cottage (Points 17-18), facing north-east 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 75 – BH 80, culvert (Points 19-20), facing south-west 
 

 
 

Plate 76 – BH 81, culvert/ accommodation bridge (Points 19-20), facing NNW 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 77 – BH 83, culvert (Points 19-20), facing south 
 

 
 

Plate 78 – BH 84, culvert (Points 19-20), facing south 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 79 – BH 84, re-used level crossing gate (Points 19-20), facing south-east 
 

 
 

Plate 80 – BH 85, vernacular house (Points 19-20), facing north 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 81 – BH 86, level crossing cottage (Points 19-20), facing north-east 
 

 
 

Plate 82 – BH 87, railway bridge (Points 20-21), facing north-east 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 83 – BH 93, vernacular cottage (Points 21-22), facing north 
 

 
 

Plate 84 – BH 100, Leam National School (Points 22-23), facing north-west 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 85 – BH 100, Teacher’s cottage (Points 22-23), facing north-west 
 

 
 

Plate 86 – BH 101, renovated level crossing cottage (Points 22-23), facing ESE 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 87 – BH 104 (with BH 103 in background), ‘The Quiet Man’ Bridge (Points 22-23), facing SSW 
 

 
 

Plate 88 – BH 108, vernacular cottage (Points 24-26), facing north-west 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 89 – BH 109, railway bridge (Points 24-25-26), facing north-east 
 

  
 

Plate 90 – BH 112, eastern 
abutment of railway bridge, with 
track (Points 25-27), facing north 



 

 

 
 

Plate 91 – BH 114, vernacular house (Points 25-27), facing north 
 

 
 

Plate 92 – BH 116, railway bridge (Points 25-27), facing south-west 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 93 – BH 117, access bridge (Points 27-30), facing north-west 
 

 
 

Plate 94 – BH 118, railway bridge (Points 27-30), facing north-west 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 95 – BH 119, concrete lined pit (Points 27-30), facing north 
 

 
 

Plate 96 – BH 120, railway bridge (Points 27-30), facing west 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 97 – BH 121, accommodation bridge (Points 27-30), facing north 
 

 
 

Plate 98 – BH 122, level crossing cottage (Points 27-30), facing south-east 
 



 

 

 
 

Plate 99 – BH 123, the water tower at Oughterard Station (Points 27-30), facing east 
 

 
 

Plate 100 – BH 123, Oughterard station house (Points 27-30), facing ESE 
 

 
 
 

 
 




