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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

This report presents an updated summary of evidence which establishes that 

significant and widespread deterioration has taken place and continues to take place 

in the western Oakwoods of Killarney National Park due to reinfestation by 

Rhododendron ponticum. The woods in question were previously cleared and 

maintained clear by Groundwork in the period 1981 – 2005; i.e. c.350 hectares 

comprising Tomies Wood, Glaisín na Marbh Wood, Glasha Wood, Eamonn’s Wood, 

Cahnicaun Wood and Looscaunagh (Cahernaduv & Cahernabane) Wood. Evidence 

is also provided on the reinfestation of Gallavally Wood which adjoins Looscaunagh 

Wood. (In Gallavally Wood “all Rhododendron plants” were stem treated with 

herbicide by contractors in 2008. (Cahalane January 2018)). These woods are the 

most remote and biodiverse oakwoods in Killarney National Park. 

 

Native oakwoods are a qualifying interest Habitats Directive Annex I habitat in the 

Killarney National Park, Macgillycuddy's Reeks and Caragh River Catchment Special 

Area of Conservation. Invasive Rhododendron is generally accepted to be the most 

serious threat to the Killarney oakwoods. If any oakwood area which was previously 

clear of Rhododendron loses its cleared status, it is incontrovertible that the oakwood 

area in question has deteriorated. If these instances of deterioration are widespread, 

have continued over a period of years and are ongoing, we see no reasonable 

alternative to accepting that a deterioration in a qualifying interest Annex I Habitat 

has occurred, particularly as the reinfested habitat is the best area of native ancient 

woodland surviving on the island of Ireland. 

 

In 2013, GW initiated a series of monitoring visits to woodlands cleared and 

previously maintained by Groundwork, to determine the level of reinfestation of the 

western woods These visits, which have been carried out annually up to 2021 

(except for 2020 due to COVID restrictions), revealed widespread and serious 

resumption of seed production in all of the woodland areas visited.  A report which 

includes a comprehensive compilation of evidence over the period 2013 to 2019, can 

be viewed at the following link: 
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/ob8e31i9ux8ldax/Attachment%206%20%20Groundwork

%20Updated%20Rhododendron%20Overview%20Report%2031%20July%202020.p

df?dl=0 

 

 

2. METHODOLOGY 

 

2.1. CLASSIFICATION OF “CLEARED STATUS”. 

 

The core principles followed in the Groundwork programme are incorporated in 

NPWS Irish Wildlife Manual No. 33, and are highlighted in Attachment No. 4 at the 

following link: 

  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/mlgjag7rql5ypkk/Attachment%204%20Key%20Rhodode

ndron%20Clearance%20Strategies%20from%20NPWS%20published%20Irish%20

Wildlife%20Manual%20No%2033.pdf?dl=0 

 

 Irish Wildlife Manual No. 33 published by NPWS in 2008 defines what constitutes 

Rhododendron cleared status as follows: 

 

“ 

1. Any area that has not been systematically checked within the last 10 years 

cannot be classified as clear of rhododendron. 

 

2. Any area that has been systematically checked, and in which no 

rhododendron with seed capsules has been found, and in which all other 

rhododendron if any (i.e. small plants which have not yet flowered) have been 

removed, can be classified as clear of rhododendron for the following 8 years. 

 

3. Where a seed producing rhododendron is found and removed, the area within 

50 m radius (of the seed producing plants) cannot be classified as clear for a 

period of at least four years, and only if it has been revisited and 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ob8e31i9ux8ldax/Attachment%206%20%20Groundwork%20Updated%20Rhododendron%20Overview%20Report%2031%20July%202020.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ob8e31i9ux8ldax/Attachment%206%20%20Groundwork%20Updated%20Rhododendron%20Overview%20Report%2031%20July%202020.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ob8e31i9ux8ldax/Attachment%206%20%20Groundwork%20Updated%20Rhododendron%20Overview%20Report%2031%20July%202020.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/mlgjag7rql5ypkk/Attachment%204%20Key%20Rhododendron%20Clearance%20Strategies%20from%20NPWS%20published%20Irish%20Wildlife%20Manual%20No%2033.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/mlgjag7rql5ypkk/Attachment%204%20Key%20Rhododendron%20Clearance%20Strategies%20from%20NPWS%20published%20Irish%20Wildlife%20Manual%20No%2033.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/mlgjag7rql5ypkk/Attachment%204%20Key%20Rhododendron%20Clearance%20Strategies%20from%20NPWS%20published%20Irish%20Wildlife%20Manual%20No%2033.pdf?dl=0
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systematically cleared of seedlings at least three years after the last seed was 

produced. 

 

Adoption of such a rigorous definition will mean that areas maintained in such 

‘cleared’ condition will not revert to dense rhododendron nor will they become a seed 

source for new infestation.”  

http://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/IWM33.pdf 

 

Cleared Status as defined in Irish Wildlife Manual No. 33 corresponds closely with 

“Maintenance Phase” as defined by Snowdonia National Park Authority (2008). 

Maintenance Phase:  

http://www.nonnativespecies.org/index.cfm?pageid=225 

 

 

2.2. TRANSECTS 

 

The assessment of rhododendron in the oakwoods, previously cleared and 

maintained by Groundwork, is based on visits in 2013–2021 by Groundwork 

operatives to widely placed representative sections of the woods which Groundwork 

previously cleared and maintained, i.e. sections of: 

 

• Glaisín na Marbh Wood 

• Glasha Wood  

• Tomies Wood  

• Eamonn’s Wood 

• Cahnicaun Wood  

• Looscaunagh (Cabernabane/ Cahernaduv) Wood 

 

and representative sections of two western woods previously cleared by NPWS:  

 

• Eagle’s Nest Wood  

• Gallavally Wood  

 

http://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/IWM33.pdf
http://www.nonnativespecies.org/index.cfm?pageid=225
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The assessments consisted of operatives walking transects through the survey area 

and taking geotagged photographs of all newly flowering rhododendron plants and of 

all flowering rhododendron plants which have also released seed in the previous 

winter (evidenced by the presence on the plants of empty woody seed capsules). If 

dense thickets of flowering rhododendron are encountered the entire thicket may 

occasionally be geotagged photographed, and the number of flowering/ seed 

producing plants estimated.  

 

The time taken to complete the transects is recorded, and a rough estimation is 

made of the area observed from the transect. The method does not purport to be 

quantitative; it is rough and qualitative. However, it is a powerful method of 

establishing if cleared status has been lost in the area surveyed. Uniquely the “data” 

collected consists of geotagged photos of the individual plants, and records accurate 

GPS coordinates for each of the plants recorded. The precise location of each plant 

can be observed “in situ” by clicking on its icon on satellite imagery.  
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3. RESULTS  

 

3.1. GROUNDWORK MONITORING 2013 – 2017 

 

Full details of the Groundwork monitoring of the western woods in the period 2014 to 

2017 are presented in Groundwork (June 2017).  

 

The following summary map shows the locations of woods which were visited by 

Groundwork in the period 2013 – 2017 in which “Clear Status” has been lost and 

which have reverted to major Rhododendron seed production (Locations 

approximate) 

 

Fig. 1  Groundwork Monitoring - Loss of Clear Status Western Woods 2013 - 

2017 
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The following 2014 NPWS map was published in the 2017 Killarney National Park 

UNESCO Biosphere Reserve Periodic Review. It is notable that all of areas shown 

on Map 1 above were classified as having “cleared woodland” in the UNESCO 

Biosphere Reserve Periodic Review.   

 

Fig. 2  NPWS Map of clearance status published in the 2017 UNESCO 

Biosphere Reserve Periodic Review  
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A video of serious Rhododendron reinfestation at the northeast end of Cahnicaun 

Wood in 2014 can be viewed at the following link:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IgLkYSY9Mzk 
 

 

 

3.2. GROUNDWORK MONITORING 2017 - 2021 

 

Summaries of the results of Groundwork monitoring 2017 to 2021 are tabulated 

below. Geotagged photographic evidence of Rhododendron reinfestation in all of the 

areas visited can be found on SmugMug.com.  Links are included in the tables 

below. 

 

N.B. To view the locations of all photos in the Smugmug gallery, scroll down to see 

the map; thumbnails of photos can be viewed by clicking on the pointers. For best 

viewing change to satellite view at the top right corner of the map and zoom in to the 

maximum extent. To view the mapped location of an individual photo, click on the “i” 

symbol at bottom right, then select the “Map” tab. 

 

 

3.2.1. GLAISÍN NA MARBH WOOD 

June 2021  

Oakwood Name  Glaisín na Marbh Wood 

Location  One person five hour roughly circular 
transect through eastern half of the wood.  

Area surveyed c.8ha. 

Number of flowering plants recorded  693 

Number of plants recorded which 
had also released seed in the 
previous winter  

c.104 

View Photos using this link  
(Only flowering plants were photographed) 

https://groundworkireland.smugmug.com/
Glaisin-June-2021/n-rWHmr4 

View Videos using this link https://groundworkireland.smugmug.com/
Glaisin-Videos-Jun-2021/n-gDLtMP 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://groundworkireland.smugmug.com/Glaisin-June-2021/n-rWHmr4
https://groundworkireland.smugmug.com/Glaisin-June-2021/n-rWHmr4
https://groundworkireland.smugmug.com/Glaisin-Videos-Jun-2021/n-gDLtMP
https://groundworkireland.smugmug.com/Glaisin-Videos-Jun-2021/n-gDLtMP
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3.2.2. EAMONN’S WOOD 

May 2017  

Oakwood Name  Eamonn’s Wood 

Location  Transects in west, east and middle section 
of wood 

Area surveyed c.7ha. 

Number of flowering plants recorded  169 

Number of plants recorded which 
had also released seed in the 
previous winter  

67 

View Photos using this link  
(Only flowering plants were photographed) 

http://groundworkireland.smugmug.com/E
amonns-May-2017/n-BhxmLb 

 
 
 
May 2019  

Oakwood Name  Eamonn’s Wood 

Location  A one person 4 hour transect though the 
length of the wood along its northern edge 
was carried out. 

Area surveyed c.5ha 

Number of flowering plants recorded  113 

Number of plants recorded which 
had also released seed in the 
previous winter  

c.27 

View Photos using this link  
(Only flowering plants were photographed) 

https://groundworkireland.smugmug.com/
Eamonns-Wood-May-2019/n-Q33swD. 

 
 
 
3.2.3. LOOSCAUNAGH WOOD 

May 2017 

Oakwood Name  Looscaunagh Wood 

Location  Southwestern half of wood 

Area surveyed c.15ha. 

Number of flowering plants recorded  249 

Number of plants recorded which 
had released seed in the previous 
winter  

120 

View Photos using this link http://groundworkireland.smugmug.com/L
ooscaunagh-May-2017/n-cKwvLx 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://groundworkireland.smugmug.com/Eamonns-May-2017/n-BhxmLb
http://groundworkireland.smugmug.com/Eamonns-May-2017/n-BhxmLb
https://groundworkireland.smugmug.com/Eamonns-Wood-May-2019/n-Q33swD
https://groundworkireland.smugmug.com/Eamonns-Wood-May-2019/n-Q33swD
http://groundworkireland.smugmug.com/Looscaunagh-May-2017/n-cKwvLx
http://groundworkireland.smugmug.com/Looscaunagh-May-2017/n-cKwvLx
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3.2.4. GALLAVALLY WOOD 

May 2018 

Oakwood Name  Gallavally  

Location  2 person 4 hours c.1.5 km long transect 
through most of the length of the wood.* 

Area surveyed c. 8ha 

Number of plants which had flowered 
in 2015 recorded 

276 

Number of plants which had released 
seed in the previous winter recorded 

178 

View Photos using this link https://groundworkireland.smugmug.com/
Gallavally-Wood-May-2018/n-qCqR3G 

 
*Along the first c.150m of the transect some but not all of the plants encountered  had some branches recently 
broken and had some wilted leaves due perhaps to herbicide treatment. The development of flower buds 
appeared to be progressing as normal and circa half the plants recorded had released seed in the previous 
winter i.e. 2017/18 

 

 

4. INDEPENDENT CORROBORATION OF GROUNDWORK’S 

FINDINGS 

 

The evidence of reinfestation in the western woods was submitted to NPWS, and 

was raised at a number of meetings between NPWS and Groundwork. However, 

from 2013 to 2018 NPWS neither addressed nor responded to the evidence 

presented of widespread and accelerating reinfestation of the Killarney Western 

Woods. The specific evidence was never disputed or refuted; it was simply 

comprehensively ignored. When the necessity arose blanket denials of deterioration,  

and statements asserting the efficacy of the NPWS Rhododendron management 

programme, were issued by NPWS (and its Government Ministers) to the media, 

UNESCO, the European Commission and the Dáil. 

 

As far as we are aware, up to the present day, in all official pronouncements NPWS 

has continued to deny any deterioration in the Rhododendron status of the Western 

Oakwoods Killarney National Park.  

 

Nevertheless, in response to a formal complaint by Groundwork to the European 

Commission, in 2018 NPWS commissioned BEC Consultants to carry out a survey 

https://groundworkireland.smugmug.com/Gallavally-Wood-May-2018/n-qCqR3G
https://groundworkireland.smugmug.com/Gallavally-Wood-May-2018/n-qCqR3G
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of Rhododendron density in KNP to determine the efficacy of current Rhododendron 

management practice in KNP. The survey indicated that all of the oakwoods 

surveyed fell short of favourable conservation status, and that most of them fell far 

short of favourable status. In short, the BEC survey confirmed that the current 

Rhododendron management practice in KNP is not working. The BEC report was 

never issued as a final version but remained as a draft report which was accessed 

under AIE (BEC Consultants (Dec. 2018) Survey Report for Killarney National Park 

Rhododendron Ground Survey, Killarney National Park, Co Kerry. Draft Report for 

NPWS). 

 

The NPWS’s blanket denials were further undermined by statements made by Dr 

Ciaran O’Keeffe (NPWS Head of Science & Biodiversity) and by Dr Jervis Good 

(NPWS Regional Ecologist) to the to the Irish Times. The article published on 18 

May 2019 stated: “O’Keeffe and Good both tell me they accept unreservedly that 

Groundwork’s annual data since 2013 on the return of rhododendron to these woods 

is accurate.”  

 

Three days after the publication of the Irish Times article  (21/5/19) Dr Jervis Good 

(NPWS Regional Ecologist) stated in an internal NPWS communication (accessed 

under AIE): “The limited independent data that was collected last autumn show the 

amount of flowering rhododendron in managed areas to exceed the target threshold 

in most areas.”  He also stated: “The current aftercare system, based on a fixed 

number of volunteers, and given the acreage being covered, is insufficient to bring 

rhododendron under control in managed areas of KNP.”  

 

However, despite the BEC report, despite the statements of O’Keeffe and Good to 

the Irish Times, and despite Good’s internal NPWS communication, NPWS was not 

for turning. On 29 May 2019 Irish Times published a letter from NPWS responding to 

the Irish Times article describing it as “unbalanced, misleading and inaccurate” and 

“simply not borne out by the facts on the ground.” 

 

It came as a surprise that the first of the three signatories of the NPWS letter was Dr 

Ciaran O’Keeffe NPWS Director and Head of Science & Biodiversity; who was 

apparently contradicting what he was quoted as having previously stated to the Irish 
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Times. This apparent was explained by an email (27/5/19) from Dr O’Keeffe to his 

colleagues and the Departmental Head of Communications obtained under AIE 

legislation stating: “I did not give permission for my name to be used on this letter 

and repeatedly said it should be from the Department not individuals.  Instead I find 

my name as first signatory. In the first instance I would like an explanation.” The 

unauthorised insertion of the name of the NPWS Director and Senior Scientist as 

first signatory gave scientific credibility and gravitas to a letter which sought to 

discredit (1) the Irish Times, (2) the author of the article Mr Paddy Woodworth, (3) 

the eminent experts quoted in the article, (4) Groundwork, and (5) the evidence of 

serious long term and ongoing mismanagement of one if Ireland’s preeminent 

natural treasures. The unauthorised use of his name and his apparent volte-face was 

also likely to have wrongly discredited Dr O’Keeffe in the eyes of his scientific peers. 

 

 

In its 2019 letter to the EU attempting to refute GW’s formal complaint, NPWS stated 

that it had “put in place measures to provide independent expert review and advice 

on the rhododendron programme in Killarney National Park”.  (A commitment to this 

review was also included in the 2017 UNESCO Biosphere Reserve Periodic 

Review.) On the basis of this and other NPWS commitments the Commission 

proposed to close the complaint file.    

  

[Note:  

• On July 14 2020 in a written response to a Parliamentary Question, Catherine Martin, Minister 

for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht stated: “the NPWS contracted an expert 

environmental company to undertake part 1 and 2 of this review. This work is now under way. 

The NPWS is open, and indeed is expecting, that the review will look at all relevant methods, 

issues and approaches, including that of the group mentioned by the Deputy.” (i.e. 

Groundwork) 

 

• In a letter to Groundwork of 5 October 2020 Mr Trevor Donnelly stated that the consultants 

are also undertaking a biodiversity review for Killarney National Park which they have been 

asked to “prioritise” over the rhododendron review.  

 

• As of  November 2021 no KNP Rhododendon  review has been published.] 

 

https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/members/member/Catherine-Martin.D.2016-10-03/
https://www.oireachtas.ie/en/members/member/Catherine-Martin.D.2016-10-03/
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However, the complaint file remains open following further evidence of deterioration 

submitted by Groundwork, and submissions from three eminent experts confirming 

and corroborating Groundwork’s conclusions. 

 

1. Daniel L. Kelly, B.A.,Ph.D., Diplôme d’Etudes Approfondies, Fellow 

Emeritus Trinity College, The University of Dublin.   

Dr Kelly stated: “It gives me no pleasure to have to confirm that the complaint 

lodged is fully justified. There has indeed been a serious deterioration in the 

conservation status of important parts of the Killarney woods over the past 

decade. An intervention is urgently needed, to save this National Park from an 

accelerating worsening of its situation in conservation terms.” 

Dr Kelly’s full submission can be viewed  at the following link: 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/8ct91p3cb3sulyj/Attachment%2010%20%20Subm

ission%20of%20Professor%20Daniel%20Kelly.pdf?dl=0 

 

2. Liam Heneghan PhD. Professor of Environmental Science DePaul 

University, Chigago. 

Professor Heneghan stated: “Having mulled over the Groundwork complaint 

and the recent update from the Commission, and based upon many years 

reflecting on the state of the western woods, I would appreciate if the case 

remained open. I suggest it stay open because the response of the KNP is 

inadequate. I see little evidence that the National Park and Wildlife service is 

responding to this ecological crisis in an ecologically plausible manner. I see 

no evidence that the management of Rhododendron in KNP is based upon 

best practices. Furthermore, there seems to be no verifiable process in place 

ensuring that critical and protected habitat will receive the attention it 

deserves.” 

Professor Heneghan’s full submission can be viewed  at the following link: 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/5gwq0zvkj7lvvij/Attachment%2011%20%20Submi

ssion%20of%20Professor%20Liam%20Heneghan.pdf?dl=0 

 

 

 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/8ct91p3cb3sulyj/Attachment%2010%20%20Submission%20of%20Professor%20Daniel%20Kelly.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/8ct91p3cb3sulyj/Attachment%2010%20%20Submission%20of%20Professor%20Daniel%20Kelly.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/5gwq0zvkj7lvvij/Attachment%2011%20%20Submission%20of%20Professor%20Liam%20Heneghan.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/5gwq0zvkj7lvvij/Attachment%2011%20%20Submission%20of%20Professor%20Liam%20Heneghan.pdf?dl=0


15 
 

3. Dr Therese Higgins Senior Lecturer Munster Technical University. 

Dr Higgins stated: “I can absolutely verify that the woods which Groundwork 

mapped as ‘clear’ or otherwise were indeed in that state at the date of each 

report. I can also attest that although various other Rhododendron work had 

been carried out in the Park, none had been subjected to such a rigorous 

maintenance treatment as the western woods and it is my belief that this 

remains true. Groundwork has catalogued the reinfestation of the western 

woods which KNP has taken maintenance responsibility for, and I have 

regularly walked in other areas of the park (Muckross peninsula, Derrycunihy) 

where some saplings have clearly been recently removed (by KNP led work I 

assume), but others (sometimes flowering) are easily found. This is 

sickening–it is a waste of public money and where it has occurred in areas 

formerly maintained by Groundwork–it undoes the 30 years of voluntary work 

undertaken in good faith” Dr Higgins’ full submission can be viewed  at the 

following link: 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/og1fk6qrys3sf0y/Attachment%2012%20Submissi

on%20of%20Dr%20Therese%20Higggins.pdf?dl=0 

 

 

5. CONCLUSIONS 

 

The obvious question which arises from the above is: why was the clearance and 

maintenance of the Western Woods successful in the period 1982 to 2005, whereas 

the maintenance of these woods since from 2009 to 2021 has failed to prevent 

widespread reinfestation? 

 

Irish Wildlife Manual No.33 published by NPWS in 2008 identified a range of 

rhododendron eradication methods which are optional depending on the 

circumstances and site, but also a range of key principles and strategies which are 

essential to apply in sites such as Killarney National Park.  

 

We conclude that the success of the Groundwork programme over the twenty five 

years from 1981 to 2005 was due to applying all of the essential strategies tabulated 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/og1fk6qrys3sf0y/Attachment%2012%20Submission%20of%20Dr%20Therese%20Higggins.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/og1fk6qrys3sf0y/Attachment%2012%20Submission%20of%20Dr%20Therese%20Higggins.pdf?dl=0
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below. The failure of NPWS over the twelve years from 2009 to 2021 was due to 

applying none of these essential strategies.  

 

Irish Wildlife Manual 
Essential Strategies 

Groundwork KNP Rhododendron 
management  

In clear woods 
Rhododendron must not 
be allowed to reach 
flowering stage 

Applied  Rejected  

“NPWS thinks that 
complete permanent 
eradication of the plant in 
any given management 
zone is virtually 
impossible, it is therefore 
the strategy of this plan to 
manage each area on the 
basis that Rhododendron 
will never be allowed to 
become a dominant plant 
in any given active 
management zone and 
thereby allowing a healthy 
and functioning ecosystem 
to flourish in each 
respective zone. (2019 
NPWS letter to the 
European Commission) 

Once all seed producing 
rhododendron has been 
eliminated, resumption 
of seed production must 
be permanently 
prevented 

Applied Ditto above 
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Irish Wildlife Manual 
Essential Strategies 

Groundwork KNP Rhododendron 
management  

Recognition of the pre-
eminent importance of 
applying the systematic 
sweep method. 

All Rhododendron 
eradication and 
maintenance stages 
must include systematic 
coverage of the entire 
woodland area being 
cleared or maintained 

Applied  Rejected.  

KNP spokesman stated on 
Radio Kerry on 28 May 
2019: “Yeah if we were to 
implement that idea, the 
systematic sweep system 
as they used to do it, and 
form a line across the 
woodland and go slowly 
through the woodland and 
stop when someone came 
across a rhododendron 
seedling or sapling, stop 
the line, I mean we would 
be in a pretty dire situation 
here in Killarney.” 

A rigorous definition of 
what constitutes 
“cleared” status 

Definition of cleared 
presented in the Irish 
Wildlife Manual is 
accepted and applied by 
GW 

None presented or applied 

A scientifically based 
system of prioritising 
areas to be cleared 

Applied None presented or applied 

A systematic method of 
finding rhododendron 

Applied None presented or applied 

Identification of the 
three necessary phases 
of Rhododendron 
clearance 

Applied Not accepted or applied 

Zero Tolerance Applied Not Applied 

Training & Supervision Operatives are supervised 
on site 100% of the time 
by experienced leaders, 
familiar with the terrain 
and trained in 
rhododendron eradication 
in KNP 

Operatives checked 
periodically but frequently 
not fully supervised  

(For KNP strategies, which were communicated by NPWS to the European 

Commission, see Cahalane, T. (2018) Rhododendron ponticum Control & 
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Eradication Management Plan for Killarney National Park 2018-2023. Unpublished 

Report for KNP.) 

 

The deterioration of the western woods was forewarned by Groundwork in letters to 

NPWS in 2009, 2010 & 2014. The 2014 letter stated: “It remains our view that if 

present management procedures and methods remain unchanged the Groundwork 

cleared and maintained woods are facing inexorable deterioration.”  

 

On 24 May 2012 Dr Rebecca Jeffrey (Scientific Unit NPWS and main editor of the 

2005 Killarney National Park Management Plan), in an internal communication with 

the NPWS Regional Manager with responsibility for Killarney National Park stated: 

“My fundamental aim is that the western woodlands of Killarney National Park, which 

have been cleared and kept clear of Rhododendron by volunteers since 1981, are 

maintained and hopefully enhanced. Unless an effective plan is put in place 

immediately, these unique woodlands will quickly revert back (to) a rhododendron 

infested state.” (AHG/AIE/2014/33 Record No. 119) 

 

NPWS was provided with periodic Groundwork reports which documented the 

ongoing reinfestation of the western woods over the period 2013 to 2019, to no 

evident effect. 

 

The Western Oakwoods of Killarney National Park are a pre-eminent natural 

treasure of this country. The ongoing crisis which has beset these woods over the 

last fifteen years has evidently been caused by long term systemic problems within 

NPWS. To rectify this situation, we have appealed to Minister Malcolm Noonan to 

put management structures in place to ensure that, in future, important management 

decisions concerning the KNP oakwoods will always be approved at a national 

management level, with formal executive oversight by NPWS scientists, and with the 

advice of a formal panel of independent external experts.  

 

 

 

 

 


