
 

 
INFORMATION SHEET 

 
Purpose of the Study.  I am Laure Tymowski, a doctoral student, in the Department of Geography, Maynooth 
University.  
 
As part of the requirements for my PhD, I am undertaking a research study under the supervision of Dr. Patrick 
Bresnihan, co-funded by the Irish Research Council and Environmental Protection Agency. 
 
The study is mostly concerned with climate change and urban flood management, the causes and effects of 
urban flooding and finally the implementation and anticipated impacts and effects of the proposed River 
Poddle flood alleviation scheme in South Dublin. 
 
What will the study involve? Involvement in the study will require to take part in an interview which will last 
no longer than 90 minutes. If deemed relevant and important for the research by research participants, 
interviews may be coupled with a “river walk” or other forms of outdoor field observation. 
 
Who has approved this study? This study has been reviewed and received ethical approval from Maynooth 
University Research Ethics committee. You may have a copy of this approval if you request it.  
 
Why have you been asked to take part? Your contribution will be most valuable in bringing light to the 
research project and the questions it asks based on your involvement in the design and implementation of the 
River Poddle flood alleviation scheme/in the area of urban flood and climate change adaptation management. 
  
Do you have to take part? No, you are under no obligation whatsoever to take part in this research. However, 
we hope that you will agree to take part and give us some of your time to participate in a one-to-one interview 
as well as in a potential additional “river walk” or other forms of outdoor field observation if deemed relevant 
and important for the research. It is entirely up to you to decide whether or not you would like to take part. If 
you decide to do so, you will be asked to sign a consent form and will be given a copy of it along with the 
information sheet for your own records. If you decide to take part, you are still free to withdraw at any time 
without giving a reason and/or to withdraw your information up until such time as the research findings are 
anonymised on 30/09/2022. A decision to withdraw at any time, or a decision not to take part, will not affect 
your relationships with any of the Institutions involved in the research. 
 
What information will be collected? Information relevant to the object of the study will be audio-recorded 
or, provided express permission is given, video-recorded, during interviews. Interview transcripts will be 
available upon request until such date as data are anonymized on 30/09/2022. 
 
 



Will your participation in the study be kept confidential? Yes, all information that is collected about you 
during the course of the research will be kept confidential. No names will be identified at any time unless you 
wish to be identified and give explicit written consent to allow this. All hard copy information will be held in a 
locked cabinet at the researchers’ place of work, electronic information will be encrypted and held securely 
on MU PC or servers and will be accessed only by the researcher and the two academic supervisors guiding 
the research project. 
 
We would like to place an anonymised version of the data on the Irish Qualitative Data Archive (IQDA) so that 
other researchers may benefit from access to it, if you agree to so. 
 
No information will be distributed to any other unauthorised individual or third party. If you so wish, the data 
that you provide can also be made available to you at your own discretion upon request until such date as 
they are anonymized on 30/09/2022. 
 
As a final important point, it must be recognised that, in some circumstances, confidentiality of research data 
and records may be overridden by courts in the event of litigation or in the course of investigation by lawful 
authority. In such circumstances the University will take all reasonable steps within law to ensure that 
confidentiality is maintained to the greatest possible extent. 
 
What will happen to the information which you give? All the information you provide will be kept at 
Maynooth University in such a way that it will not be possible to identify you. On completion of the research, 
the data will be retained on the MU server. After ten years, all data will be destroyed by the Principal 
Investigator of the research project (in this instance Laure Tymowski) whose role is to ensure ethical 
compliance with the relevant guidelines and statutes. Manual data will be shredded confidentially and 
electronic data will be reformatted or overwritten. 
 
What will happen to the results? The research will be written up and may be presented as a summary report, 
discussed at internal group meetings, presented at National/International conferences and may be published 
in academic journals. A copy of the research findings will be made available to you upon request. 
 
What are the possible disadvantages of taking part? It is recognized that some subjects dealt with during the 
course of the interviews may potentially cause some form of psychological/emotional distress. Research 
participants are invited to express any concern regarding such risk at any time prior or during the interviews 
and to put an end to interviews at any time should they wish to. Here are two publicly available support 
services that can be accessed 24/7: Samaritans can be reached by phone on 116 123 and TEXT 50808 by 
sending an initial “HELLO” text message to 50808. 
 
What if there is a problem? At the end of the interview, I will discuss with you how you found the experience 
and how you are feeling. I will also invite you to contact me for any further feedback/question on the interview 
process once the interview is completed. You may also contact my supervisor Dr. Patrick Bresnihan by email 
at Patrick.Bresnihan@mu.ie if you feel the research has not been carried out as described above. 
 
Any further queries?  If you need any further information, you can contact me (Laure Tymowski) anytime by 
email at laure.detymowski.2021@mumail.ie.  
 
If you agree to take part in the study, please complete and sign the consent form overleaf.  
 

Thank you for taking the time to read this 


