
 

 

REPORTERS DETAILS 
 

Name of person reporting: Eileen Canny 
 
 
 
 

Address of organisation National Parks and Wildlife Service, 
SE Region 
Kilkenny 

Contact details:  

Phone:  

Mobile: Xxx xxxx xxxxx 

Email Eileen.Canny@housing.gov.ie 

 

 

CASE DETAILS 

Name of applicant: Xx xxxxxxxxxxxxx   
Date of inspection: 27-09-2021 

Herd no. if available: Unknown to NPWS 

Address of applicant: Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx Co. Laois 

  

LEGISLATION 

Please give details here of the legislation that has been contravened quoting the specific 

articles and paragraphs applicable. 
NPWS investigated a report of vegetation removal and land reclamation at xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxx Co Laois which forms part of the River Barrow and River Nore Special Area of Conservation 
(SAC 0021622) and Special Protection Area (SPA 004233). Regulation 30 of the Regulations provides 
that certain activities/works within the SAC may only be carried out with the prior consent of the 
Minister or with the consent of another public authority (where applicable). Regulation 5 of the 
European Communities (Conservation of Wild Birds) River Nore SPA)), Regulations 2012 also 
provides that certain activities within the SPA may only be carried out with the prior consent of the 
Minister. The NPWS investigation at that time (06/11/20) found evidence of significant damage to 
the SAC. Damage included the extirpation of riparian vegetation 232 meters (approx.) on the 
riverbank, with the bank of the River Nore re-profiled, significant subsequent siltation, the 
installation of a drainage system into a wet grassland habitat, drainage and infilling of approx. 
1.86ha of wet grassland causing discharge to the main river channel. These activities took place 
within the boundary of the SAC and may have been done using a track machine or other machinery 
brought onto a European site.   
xxxxxxxxx was issued with a site pack and a warning letter detailing the activities which require 
consent on 17th November 2020.  
Following a report from a member of the public in May 2021, a subsequent site visit was carried 
out. It was found that on the 20/05/2021, the land had been cultivated within 1m of the river bank 
and planted.  



A subsequent NPWS site visit on 08/09/21 showed that the crop on site was maize and that it was 
planted within 1m if the river bank.  
The riparian zone, which existed prior to November 6th 2020 remains absent. Correspondence is 
ongoing between NPWS and Laois Co. co. in relation to reclamation of a wetland as a planning 
matter (ref number UD20/77). Laois Co. Co. appear to have deemed certain works to be in the 
ordinary course of agriculture, however NPWS consider this not to be the case and in fact believe 
there is a substantial risk of discharge to receiving waters. At the time of writing this report, the 
maize crop has been harvested and the field cultivated again (21.10.2021). NPWS would ask that 
DAFM treat this case as urgent due to the significant negative impact that these works are having 
on the SAC/SPA and the qualifying interests for the two sites – salmonids, pearl mussel, lamprey, 
otters, Kingfisher etc.  
 

 
 

 

ATTACHMENTS 
Please list here all documents attached to this case provided by way of background, e.g., court 
reports, field reports, laboratory test results, photographs, maps, etc. Please attach certified copies 
of all such documentation. 
Location Map 
Designations Map 
Photo 1: Removal of bankside/riparian vegetation 
Photo 2: Re-profiling of the river bank 
Photo 3: Infilling of wet grassland 
Photo 4 : Drainage system 
Photo 5: Unstable bank vulnerable to erosion 
Photo 6: Unstable bank maize crop to right 
 

 

NATURE OF AND BACKGROUND TO THE CASE 

Please provide here a written report of the nature of and background to the case in question 
including date and place of non-compliance. Please also indicate the severity, extent and 
permanence (see note) of the non-compliance and whether it occurred through negligence or was 
undertaken intentionally. Attach extra sheets if required. 
The NPWS investigation on (06/11/20) found that significant damage to the SAC had occurred . 
Damage included the extirpation of riparian vegetation 232 meters (approx.) on the riverbank, with 
the bank of the River Nore re-profiled, significant subsequent siltation, the installation of a drainage 
system into a wet grassland habitat, drainage and infilling of approx. 1.86ha of wet grassland 
causing discharge to the main river channel. These activities took place within the boundary of the 
SAC 
This site forms part of the SAC and needs to be safeguarded, as such there are Notifiable Actions 
in place (operations likely to alter, damage, destroy or interfere with the integrity of the site). 
Activities listed which require to be notified to the Minister and may not be undertaken without 
his consent include the following: 



 (003) the application of fertilizer, slurry or fym of any sort except in and in a manner spelt 

out in Good Farming Practice 

 (020) the alteration of the banks or flow of a lake, pond or watercourse within the site 

causing siltation 

 (070) any activity that may cause pollution or any nutrient increase/eutrophication 

including aerial deposition of fertilizers or chemicals 

 (114) reclamation, infilling, ploughing or other cultivation 

 (126) reseeding, planting of trees or any other species 

 (146) use of herbicide or pesticide including sheep dip 

 (164) Drainage works or water abstraction affecting the hydrology of the site  

It is the opinion of NPWS that these actions listed above all occurred on the site and all breached 
the Activities Requiring Consent for the site. 
At the time of subsequent NPWS site visit on 08/09/21 there was no replanting of native species 
within the riparian zone and the wet grassland was completely absent (having been drained 
infilled and planted, with a crop of maize). Maize was planted to within 1m of the river bank 
Herbaceous species including pioneer species of grasses and thistles which had colonised the bank 
had recently been sprayed. The bank itself was found to be unstable and vulnerable to erosion, 
any flooding, heavy rain or harvesters in the field could potentially cause further siltation to the 
river in the very near future. Should this occur aquatic species such as lamprey and salmon may be 
negatively affected. The loss of riparian habitat my already have negatively impacted species such 
as otter and kingfisher.   
Extent: 232 metres (approx.) of riparian habitat at the bank of the River removed from the 
landowners property. An area1.86ha (approx.) of wet grassland drained and replanted with 
agricultural crops. 
Permanence: Landscape features have been completely removed. Unless they are replaced the 
works are completely permanent. The reinstatement of a riparian zone of native species may 
mitigate the permanence of the loss of the 232metres of this established biodiversity feature in an 
Agricultural area. There is also a loss of 1.86ha of wet grassland from the site. Unless the drainage 
system is removed, this will not be restored.  
Severity. The riparian area and associated trees have been completely cut down and removed. The 
wet grassland has been drained and planted with agricultural crops. It no longer exists 
Intent. xxxxxxxxx wilfully removed the riparian zone and drained the wet grassland for agricultural 
purposes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Note: 

 

Article 38 of Commission Regulation 640/2014 defines severity, extent and permanence as 

follows: 

 The ‘extent ‘ of a non-compliance shall be determined taking account, in particular, of 

whether the non-compliance has a far-reaching impact or whether it is limited to the 

farm itself.  

 The ‘severity’ of a non-compliance shall depend, in particular, on the importance of the 

consequences of the non-compliance taking account of the aims of the requirement or 

standard concerned.  

 Whether a non-compliance is of ‘permanence’ shall depend, in particular, on the 

length of time for which the effect lasts or the potential for terminating those effects 

by reasonable means.  
 

 

Signature of reporting officer                   

          
 
Date signed: September 20/10/2021 
 

 

RETURN DETAILS 

Please return completed form and copies of all relevant documentation to: 
 
 
Fran Doyle 
Cross-Compliance Section 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
Old Abbeyleix Road 

Portlaoise 
Co. Laois. 
 
Phone: 057 8678760 
Email: fran.doyle@agriculture.gov.ie 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location Map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Designations Map 

 

 



 

Photo 1: Removal of bankside/riparian vegetation as on the 6th November 2020.  

 

 

Photo 2: Re-profiling of the river bank as on the 6th November 2020.  

 



 

Photo 3. Infilling of wet grassland as on the 6th November 2020.  

 

 

Photo 4: Drainage system as of the 6th November 2020.  

 



 

Photo 5: Showing the site on 20.05.2021.  

 

Photo 5: Unstable bank, vulnerable to erosion. Photo taken on 08.09.2021 

 



 

Photo 6: Unstable bank (maize crop to right). Photo taken on 08.09.2021 

 

 


