
 
 
From: Dominic Berridge (Housing) <Dominic.Berridge@housing.gov.ie>  
Sent: Tuesday 8 February 2022 15:58 
To: Siobhan Ryan (Housing) <Siobhan.Ryan@housing.gov.ie> 
Subject: FW: Sect 40 at xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx, Removal of scrub and an eradicated badger sett.  
 
 
 
From: Dominic Berridge (Housing) <Dominic.Berridge@housing.gov.ie>  
Sent: Tuesday 8 February 2022 15:52 
To: Dominic Berridge (Housing) <Dominic.Berridge@housing.gov.ie> 
Subject: FW: Sect 40 at xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx, Removal of scrub and an eradicated badger sett.  
 
 
 
From: Dominic Berridge  
Sent: Tuesday 15 September 2020 13:42 
To: Ciaran Foley <Ciaran.Foley@chg.gov.ie> 
Subject: FW: Sect 40 at xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx, Removal of scrub and an eradicated badger sett.  
 
 
 
From: Dominic Berridge  
Sent: Tuesday 7 July 2020 15:03 
To: Ciaran Foley <Ciaran.Foley@chg.gov.ie> 
Subject: Sect 40 at xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx, Removal of scrub and an eradicated badger sett.  
 
Ciarán. 
 
 
This matter has also been reported to our Department at HQ by members of the xxxxxxx xxxxxx.  We 
discussed it this morning, Tuesday 7 July 2020.  
 
 
 
 
On Friday 3 July 2020 I received a phone call on the mobile, alleging that xxxxxxxxx of xxxxx, xxxxxxxx 
was removing scrub.  The caller also told me that there is a badger sett, registered with the Dept. of 
agriculture on the area. 
 
Ringing xxxxxxxx, badger removal operative with the Dept of Agriculture I learned that he believed 
that all badgers had been removed from that sett two years previously and that later checks have 
not shown any recolonization.  This work was done because of serious Bovin Tuberculosis outbreaks 
in the area.  
 
I went to the site on 3 July 2020 and found xxxxxxxx and contractor xxxxxxxxx, both engaged in 
clearing scrub with a digger.  They told me the following. 
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They had recently regained possession of the 0.2ha  (it measures about 200X100m) xxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.  It had been cleared a few years previous by the xxxxx xxxxx xx xxx xxxxxxxx 
so the scrub is less than ten years’ growth.  
 
They needed to clear the scrub in order to unite two fields. 
 
Uniting the two fields will make machinery use on the area safer because they will be able to go 
uphill and downhill instead of following the contours of the lower section which is dangerously 
steep.  The strip of scrub had been preventing safe machinery-passes on the lower section.  
 
It seems to me that this is the normal course of agriculture and that there is a health and safety 
element to it.  Also there was no opportunity for xxxxxxxx to do this work in the hedge-cutting-
seasons past, due to xxx xxxxxxxx xxxx xxxxx xx xxxx xxxx.  He wishes to reseed the land and to do so 
before the soil becomes wet and claggy with the onset of autumn/winter.  
 
The area of fields being consolidated is less than 5ha, so it does not require permission from the 
Department of Agriculture. 
 
I searched the remaining scrub and walked nearby hedgerows in search of badger tpaths, passes, 
droppings or hair-on-brambles.  I found none.  This appears to confirm what xxxx xxxxx had told me 
on the phone.  
 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxx  
 
I have photos in case you wish to see them . 
 
 
Dominic Berridge  7 July 2020 
 


