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To: Damian Clarke, District Conservation Officer 

From: Ann Fitzpatrick, Conservation Ranger 

Date:  24th June 2020 

Subject:  Report of damage to designated lands in the Wicklow Mountains SAC (site code 00 

2122) and SPA (Site code 004040) by xx xxxxxxxxxxx, xxxxxxxxxxxx, xxxxxxxxxxxx 

Co Wicklow. 

 

On Tuesday 2nd June at 1817hrs I was driving across the minor road at xxxxxxxxx. This road offers a 

good vantage point across the Mountains to the xxxxx xx xxx xxxxxxx xxx xx xxx 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx area. I noticed a number of machines out on lands that I know to 

belong to xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxx. It appeared that they were working at removal of 

vegetation /agricultural improvement on the hillside. This area is enclosed and farmed with cattle 

and sheep however the lands are designated as part of the Wicklow Mountains Special Area of 

Conservation (002122) and part of the Wicklow Mountains Special Protection Area for Birds 

(004040). The vegetation present is a mosaic of Blanket Bog and Wet /Dry Heath. 

 I had walked this ground with xxxxxxxx in August 2017 when he had been halted reinstating an old 

track without consent. At this time we issued Ministerial Consent through the Notifable Action 

process and allowed the works to proceed.  While I was with him at that visit we discussed the 

designations and the need to consult with NPWS with regards to future works on the lands. I was 

involved with xxxxxxxxx regarding a boundary rectification in 2018 and 2019, he expressed an 

intention to fence his N boundary with National Park lands which is inside the designated area, I 

again reminded him at that time that he would need to notify us and get permission to do that. Xx 

xxxxxxx, to my knowledge, is aware of the designations on his lands. 

 

Photo 1 – Machines operating on the designated lands on Tuesday 2nd June 2020 
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Once I noticed the works on the evening in question, I rang xxxxxxxx straight away to ask what they 

were doing. He said they were clearing the” clumps out of the grass” and ploughing it. I reminded 

him it was SAC and that such works would require Ministerial consent, he started to debate the 

boundary referring to an internal fence repeatedly and said that an agricultural advisor had told him 

the boundary was wrong. I couldn’t validate anything he was saying as it didn’t make sense to me 

and I said that from what I could see, at a distance, I was pretty sure he operating within a protected 

site. I referred back to us walking the land together back in 2017 to make the point. He volunteered 

to tell the workers to stop and I agreed that that should happen and that I would be out to look at it 

in the next few days. 

I met xxxxxxxxx on Thursday 4th June and we walked the ground together. The lower section 

amounting to approximately 1.5ha has been “harrowed” with a fabricated machine made from RSJ’s. 

This section is entirely within the SPA and partially within the SAC. The upper section also amounting 

to approximately 1.5ha, includes blanket bog, has been ploughed with the ploughed material and 

turf turned over to dry out. This section is entirely SPA and mostly SAC. Refer map 1 

Map 1 Illustrates the damaged areas and the boundaries of the designated areas. 
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Photo 2: The lower section of harrowed lands 

 

Photo 3: The Upper section of ploughed land 
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 I asked xxxxxxxxxx what the purpose of this work was, he said he was trying to get the clumps out 

because when the sheep go on their backs up here they get wedged and then attacked by hooded 

crows and fox. He said he had lost 6 sheep up here last year and saved as many. I asked specifically 

what his intention was for the ploughed land, he said to let it dry out and then go over it with the 

harrow. All of the ground was to be sowed with grass seed. Sections of undamaged lands had muck 

spread on it. I asked him why this was and he says he’s been doing that for years. 

 

 

Photo 3: Undamaged  lands with muck spread on it 
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Photo 4: Tyre mark indicating peat depth Photo 5: Bog pool surrounded by now ploughed 

lands 
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The work started on Saturday 30th May and had continued until I noticed them Tuesday. 

The works were carried out by xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx and xxxxxxxxxxx, an Agricultural Contractor. 

xxxxxxxxx was helpful throughout my visit and seemed to be unaware of any wrong doing. He was 

keen to indicate a fence line and explain to me that he was told by a teagasc advisor that the SAC 

boundary was mapped incorrectly and that it was meant to be the other side of that fence. The 

fence he indicated is a stock fence that divides the fields and forms the extent of the now ploughed 

lands(S end of lands indicated on map 1). He also said that around 15 years ago he used to feed 

cattle on the other side of the fence and that another “man” told him he couldn’t and if he went 

inside the fence he would be ok. What I understood  xxxxxx to be suggesting was that he previously 

had supplemetary feeding for cattle across this fence and that “A Ranger” told him that he couldn’t 

beyond the fence but could inside the fence, suggesting that the fence line was indeed the boundary 

for the SAC. However, when pressed on this he has no detail as to the individual or the actual 

conversation or clarity on the points that were being made.  

I told xxxxxx   that in my opinion, despite what he claims to have been told, the maps show the 

boundaries of the designations which he would have received when notified of the SAC and the SPA, 

his area aid maps would also indicate the burden and also I had walked the ground with him in 2017 

and remember discussing theSAC/SPA boundary with him at that time, and I do not recall these 

issues being raised then.  

He asked what to do, I siad in the short term to leave it as is but maybe put up a temporary fence at 

the bottom of the ploughed section to stop stock going into it. He mused that he was doing it for the 

sheep and it won’t be any use for them like that. I agreed  that that section wasmuch worse for them 

now. I told him that we would most likely look for him to restore that, he said he thought the mosses 

and grass would grow back. I said I didn’t think so unless the ploughlines were reversed and stock 

kept off it. xxxxxxx asked what was going ot happen next , I told him xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx x xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxx   
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OFFENCES AND RELEVANT LEGISLATION 

European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011. 

Notifiable Actions for Blanket Bog and Heath inThe Wicklow Mountains cSAC site code:2122 

 reclamation, infilling, ploughing or land drainage 

 Reseeding, planting of trees or any other species 

Activities Requiring Consent for the The Wicklow Mountains Special Protection Area for Birds site 

code:004040. Schedule 4, SI 568 of 2012 

 Introduction, or re-introduction, of plants or animals not found in the area. 

 Agricultural improvement of heath or bog. 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

1976-2018 Widlife Act,  

Destruction of vegetation on uncultivated land restricted.  

Section 40 

(1)(a)It shall be an offence for  person to cut, grub, burn or otherwise destroy during the period 

beginning on the 1st day of March and ending on the 31st day of August in any year, any vegetation  

growing on any land not then cultivated. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Other legal requirements under Cross – Compliance 

SMR 2 Conservation of Wild Birds 

 It is the beneficiary’s responsibility to be aware if their land (including rented land) is within a SPA  

and to be aware of the particular requirements attaching. 

Site specific operations or activities requiring consent of the minister:  

Agricultural improvement of heath or bog. 

SMR3 – Conservation of Natural habitats and of Wild Flora and Fauna 

It is the beneficiary’s responsibility to know if the land they declare (including rented land) for the  

BPS is within a SAC designated area and to be aware of the particular requirements attaching 

You must not:  
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Carry out any Notifiable Actions/ARCs specific to your SAC without written permission 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Planning and Development (amendment)(no2) regulations 2011 

Drainage or reclamation of a wetland is subject to Planning Permission. Permission is required where 

the area impacted by the works exceeds 0.1ha or the works may have a significant impact on the 

environment. 

The definition of wetlands include-Peatlands (bogs, wet heath and fens) 

 

NOTIFICATION OF DESIGNATION 

According to Site Designations Unit, there is a record of xxxxxxxxx being notified about the SAC but 

the date was not recorded. This suggests that it was likely to have been when the site was first 

designated but we have no way of confirming this. I am waiting on an update regarding the SPA 

notification. 

 


