
Report on alleged clearance of vegetation at xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx Co. Wicklow  on 3rd June 

2020 

Hugh McLindon, CR. 

On foot of a report, on 3rd June 2020 I visited the fields where the alleged offence had occurred at 

12.00 noon.  Following communication with my line manager I proceeded to walk around the field 

after taking all necessary precautions with regard to the COVID-19 restrictions. 

Appendix 1 includes maps, one showing the location of the entrance to the field, and the track 

machine that was still operating and the location of the landowner’ house. 

I recorded images from along the line of removed vegetation (please see images in Appendix 2 

below).  I was also able to see that a track machine in the field still operating and carrying out what I 

believe to be an offence under S.40 of the Wildlife Acts 1976-2018. 

At 12.05hrs I approached the track machine and remained at a distance (40-50m) until the operator 

noticed me and stopped the engine.  I approached the cab of the track machine and whilst 

remaining at a distance (5m) explained who I was and why I was there. I showed him my 

authorisation card. He gave me his first name and admitted carrying out the work. 

He said that the landowner xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx at that moment, but that xxx xxx xxxxxx xxxxx might be 

available.  I then rang xx xxxxx xxxx and he agreed to come over to the field at xxxxxxxxxxxxxx to 

meet and we might discuss the matter further. 

I said to the track machine operator that it is important that he ceases the work and he agreed to 

comply. 

I then recorded images of the alleged vegetation destruction until xx xxxxx xxxxx arrived. As it turned 

out xx xxxxx xxxxx (the landowner) was able to attend and xxx xxx xxxx xxxx xxx xxx xxxx came with 

him. 

I introduced myself and explained why I was there and what the issue was. I followed COVID-19 

protocol and we remained outside and at a 2m distance at all times.  All of the xxxxxx were very 

polite, cooperative and apologetic for any damage caused. Xx xxxxxx xxxx said that he believed that 

it was alright to cut Gorse at this time of year and that they were being penalised if they didn’t.  He 

also stated that he felt that it was a fire hazard, particularly with the forestry in the neighbouring 

field.  He stated that on occasion people come “ferreting” in this area and he was worried about a 

stray cigarette butt starting a Gorse fire.  I explained that it would be legal to carry out the work 

from 1st September to last day in February, but that from 1st March to 31st August it is the closed 

season.  I then got the name and address of the machine operator – xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.  

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx gave me mobile phone contacts.  xxxxxxxx admitted that he had 

commissioned the work and that xxxxxxxxx had started work on the previous day Tuesday 2nd June 

2020, and that they had planned to carry on for another couple of days clearing other fields and 

internal laneways.  xxxxxxxxxxx said that he was unaware of the restrictions on cutting live 

vegetation at this time of the year.  xxxxxxxxxxx stated that xxxxxxxxxx was only carrying out the 

work as instructed.  I told them that I would text on my contact details and I departed from the field 

at approximately 12.45hrs. 



 

I have also included in Appendix 3 details from the Cross compliance handbook with regard to GAEC 

7 - Retention of Landscape Features & Designated Habitats and Controlling Invasive Species. 

Appendix 4 also shows the relevant sections of the CAP Beneficiaries database. 

Appendix 5 shows the ownership as per the Land registry website (landdirect.ie) – xxxxxxxxxxxx, 

xxxxxxxxxxx, Co. Wicklow. 

 

Recommendation: 

The individuals involved were all cooperative.  However, considering the sums of money being 

received in payment to xxx xxxx xxxxxx for payments, it is indefensible to be then destroying 

vegetation on uncultivated land during June apparently without knowledge of the restrictions.  The 

information is well publicised and is all very clearly laid out and accessible by the DAFM.  The length 

of the embankment on which the Gorse was growing was approximately 300m.  It is not clear how 

much further the work would’ve extended without intervention, but xxx xxxxx and the track machine 

operator indicated that they would be clearing more fields and an internal laneway. I would 

recommend that a Cross Reporting form is submitted to the DAFM. 

 

 

  



Appendix 1 - Maps 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Appendix 2 - Photos 
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Appendix 3 

Cross compliance –  

Excerpts from the CC handbook: 

 

SMR 2 Conservation of Wild Birds - 

This requirement is aimed at protecting all wild birds, their eggs and nests. This SMR is applicable to 

all farmers and all land. There may be additional rules to comply with if you have land designated as 

a Special Protection Area (SPA). The removal of vegetation from a field, e.g. scrub that is beneficial 

to birds is not permitted during the bird nesting season (1st March to 31st August inclusive*). As 

hedgerows are landscape features they cannot be removed at any time of the year. 

Trimming/cutting of trees and/or hedges during the bird nesting season is not permitted unless you 

are directed to do so by your Local Authority in the interests of health and safety. 

 

GAEC 7 Retention of Landscape Features & Designated Habitats and Controlling Invasive 

Species - 

Photo 16 



Landscape Features and Designated Habitats are eligible for payment and cannot be removed 

(*see exception below). They must be maintained: 

*Landscape Features may be removed if a replacement hedge/line of trees/drain is planted/dug in 

advance of the removal. You can only replace like with like i.e. hedge for a hedge and the hedgerow 

species used must be traditional to the area, and the replacement cannot be for amenity purposes, 

e.g. around farmyard or driveway. The EIA Regulations should be adhered to at all times. 

NOTE: Removed/Damaged Landscape Features must be reinstated in all cases or further sanctions 

will apply: 

Farmers must not cut or trim hedgerows and/or trees between 1st March and 31st August each year 

(during the bird breeding season). 
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Appendix 5 – Ownership details 

 

 


