
 

 

Identifier: G:\Forestry Inspectorate\Inspectorate\Standard Operating Procedures\Woodland 
Improvement Scheme 

Version: 001 

Author: Forest Service Inspectorate  Date of issue: 20 December 2011 

Forestry Inspector 
Standard Operating Procedure 

 
Woodland Improvement Scheme 

(Thinning and Tending) 

Form 1 and 2   

 

  
 

 



 

 

DOCUMENT HISTORY 
 
 

Document location 
 
This is an on-line document accessible on the shared network drive: 
 
G:\Forestry Inspectorate\Inspectorate\Standard Operating Procedures\Woodland Improvement 

Scheme 
 
Paper copies are valid only on the day they are printed. Refer to the Regional Inspector if you are in 
any doubt about the accuracy of this document. 
 
 

Revision history 
 

Document Reference Date of Issue Prepared By Approved 

Version 1 20th December 2011 Fergus Moore Seamus Dunne 

    

    

    
 
 

Approvals 
 
This document is approved by Seamus Dunne, Senior Inspector, Forest Service.  
 
 

Distribution 
 
This document has been distributed to the Forest Service Inspectorate, as per the Organisational 
Chart in the Appendix 6. 
 



 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

 
 
 

Introduction       4 

 

 

Pre-Approval (Form 1) 

Initial Desk Inspection     6 

Field Inspection      9 

Subsequent Desk Certification    10 

 

 

Payment (Form 2) 

Initial Desk Inspection     15 

Field Inspection      16 

Subsequent Desk Certification    19 

 

 

Appendix 1: Reference Documents    24 

Appendix 2: Equipment      25 

Appendix 3: Conflict of Interest     26 

Appendix 4: Penalties      29 

Appendix 5: Appeals      30 

Appendix 6: Forestry Inspectorate Organisational Chart  32 

 
 
 



 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 

SOP objective 
 
This Forestry Inspector Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) describes the inspection process for 
applications submitted under the Woodland Improvement Scheme for pre-approval (Form 1) and 
payment (Form 2 and Form 3). The purpose of the SOP is to standardise desk and field inspections, 
and to ensure consistency in decision-making. This SOP will be updated as and when policy changes 
and/or improvements made.  
 
This SOP closely follows the headings and screens as presented in the Integrated Forestry 
Information System (IFORIS). The IFORIS Help menu provides detailed instructions on screen 
navigation. All steps within this SOP must be addressed before making a recommendation. It is not 
necessary to follow each step in sequence, but all steps must be followed. 
 
This SOP does not provide detailed information on the technical aspects of thinning and tending of 
broadleaves. It is to be used in conjunction with the  

❑ Thinning and tending schedules in Appendix 

❑ Or alternative agreed silvicultural thinning schedules 

See Reference Documents (Appendix 1) for further information and the Inspectors Folder (G:\Forestry 
Inspectorate). 
 
This SOP is to be implemented by all District Inspectors when engaging in desk and field inspections 
under the Woodland Improvement Scheme. It is your responsibility as a District Forestry Inspector to 
ensure that you understand this procedure before performing the desk and field inspections under the 
scheme. Contact your Line Manager if you have any questions about this procedure. 
 
 

Confidentiality 
 
District Inspectors are reminded that they are not permitted to discuss the contents of any scheme 
application with non-relevant third parties. If an applicant telephones looking for information relating to 
their participation under the scheme, the Inspector should establish to his/her satisfaction that it is in 
fact the applicant. 
 
Also, all Inspectors must ensure that their IFORIS password is secure and must change it regularly in 
line with Departmental protocols. Under no circumstances must you allow another Inspector or a third 
party to use your Username and Password. 
 
 

Conflict of interest  
 
At all stages, District Inspectors must be aware of the potential for conflict of interest, and take 
appropriate steps, where it arises. See Appendix 3 for the relevant circular (Circular No. 01/2011). 
 
All Forest Inspectors are required to complete a conflict of interest statement in accordance with 
Circular No. 01/2011. If a conflict of interest exists, the Inspector must declare the nature and extent of 
the interest in writing to their immediate Line Manager. In such circumstances, the Line Manager will 
arrange for another Inspector to carry out an inspection. No Inspector is permitted to carry out an 
inspection for approval or grant aid on their own holding or that of their family. All Line Managers must 
maintain a current register of conflict of interest declared by their reporting staff. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Right to inspect and official identification 
 
Under the terms of the Woodland Improvement Scheme, the Minister reserves the right to carry out 
inspections at reasonable times on any land receiving grant aid under this scheme or any other forest 
related scheme.  
 
Furthermore, under Section 11 of the Forestry Act 1946, any authorised officer (i.e. a person 
appointed in writing by the Minister to be an authorised officer) may enter on and survey any land for 
the purpose of ascertaining whether it is suitable for afforestation or for the purpose of inspecting any 
timber thereon or for any other purpose in connection with the exercise of the powers of the Minister 
under this Act. 
 
An authorised officer, who enters on any land in pursuance of his power under this section, shall, if so 
required by the occupier of that land, produce his authority to such occupier and permit him to read it. 
 
If any person obstructs or interferes with an authorised officer in the exercise of any power conferred 
on him by this section, such person shall be guilty of an offence under this section. 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

PRE-APPROVAL (FORM 1) 
INITIAL DESK INSPECTION 

 
 
The first phase in carrying out a pre-approval of an application under the Woodland Improvement 
Scheme is to carry out an initial desk inspection of the file, to gain an overview of the proposal and the 
issues involved.  
 
The relevant steps of the initial desk inspection are as follows. 
 
 

Step 1: Logon to IFORIS 
 
Using your designated AGR number (Username) and user defined Password, logon to IFORIS.  
 
 

Step 2: Select file for inspection 
 
Select the Inspector Worklist from the IFORIS Homepage. Sort and filter your worklist (according to 
Inspection Type, Scheme Type, etc.) and select the file to review. 
 
Every Woodland and Improvement Scheme sent to your worklist must be desk assessed. 
 
 At least 10% of applications nationally must be selected for a field inspection. This percentage will be 
monitored centrally by IFORIS. There is no requirement to carry out 100% field inspections.  
 
Inspectors must continually review all items on their worklist and ensure that files are processed as 
quickly as possible.  
 
 

Step 3: Carry out a preliminary desk inspection  
 
After selecting the file from the Inspector Worklist and entering the Inspector Certification Pre-
Approval page, review all of the screens and scanned documents relating to that file, to gain an 
overview of the proposal and the issues involved. Field descriptors in the Contacts screen can be 
used to identify the documents for viewing. Relevant issues include the following: 

❑ IFORIS screens, e.g. Issues identified by IFORIS (these are advisory and may or may not be 
valid after further investigation), Notes entered by Administration users, Report. 

❑ Form 1 and associated maps and specifications (under Contacts).  

❑ Inspection Details. 

❑ Environmental Considerations. 

❑ Registered Forester Questions. 

❑ Referral letters received from Prescribed Bodies and from the Forest Service Archaeologist, 
Ecologist and Landscape Architect, if applicable. These letters, if present, must be viewed in 
Contacts. 

 
 

Step 4: Examine all relevant spatial datasets on the iFORIS Map Viewer 
 

Select View Map at the bottom of the page and examine all of the relevant spatial datasets relevant to 
the file. The main relevant datasets are listed below (some of these may not apply in certain Districts, 
e.g. FPM). Using the tools on the map viewer, zoom out to at least 3 km to determine the existence or 
otherwise of other relevant environmental datasets, e.g. an SAC less than 3 km downstream of the 
site, as measured by using the red-lining facility to trace the watercourse.  



 

 

 

Transparent Raster (1:10,560) 
Parcels 
Raster 1:5,000 
DEHLG layers 
NPWS referral layer 
FPM (Freshwater Pearl Mussel) 
Fisheries Sensitive Areas 
Teagasc Soils 

Landscape Sensitivity 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
Buffer 
IFS Policy Categories 
Forestry  
WIP Pre-Approval 
Inspector Redlining 
ICON 
Aerial Photographs 
 

 
Inspectors must consult any other available information in their local offices. Inspectors may have 
maps from other sources, which provide useful information and which are not available on IFORIS.  
 
A variety of websites contain relevant information, e.g. county council websites (County Development 
Plans), NPWS website www.npws.ie (site synopsis of designated sites), Ordnance Survey Ireland 
website www.osi.ie (public map viewer).  
 
 

Step 5: Check Environmental Considerations 
 
Complete the checklist within the Environmental Considerations section, referring to the “Woodland 
Improvement Scheme” column in Table 18, page 68, of the Forestry Schemes Manual . This column 
sets out the environmental considerations that require referral under this Scheme.  
 
Where the Registered Forester has incorrectly ticked that a particular environmental consideration 
applies, the Inspector should correct this by ticking ‘No’.  
 
Where the Inspector identifies an environmental consideration that is relevant but has not been ticked 
by the Registered Forester, tick ‘Yes’ to that consideration. Then recommend “Further Information 
Required” under Inspector’s Recommendation, note the relevant details, and Certify. This initiates 
the referral process on any outstanding issues as soon as possible in the process. If an archaeological 
site has not been identified correctly you must select the Refer to Archaeologist tab to generate a 
referral to Forest Service Archaeologist.  
 
 
Note that an Inspector cannot certify an application for approval if the referral process has not yet 
started or if the agreed referral timeframe for each body is still ongoing.  
 

Step 6: Check Area Proposed 
 
The area proposed for tending and thinning should be checked against available plot details. If certain 
plots are too young to thin this will impact on the area approved. The area that determines the 
payment area refers to the net treated area. It is important to exclude any areas that are not eligible for 
thinning or tending. The plot table must be amended before certification to exclude ineligible areas to 
ensure that the correct area is recorded on the approval letter.   
 
 
 



 

 

PRE-APPROVAL (FORM 1) 
FIELD INSPECTION 

 
 
Having completed the initial desk certification, the Inspector can now prepare to carry out a field 
inspection if the site is selected for inspection. At least 10% of sites must be selected for a field 
inspection nationally. Inspectors should consider selecting sites for a field inspection where  
 

• Planting age indicates that site is too young to tend or thin 

• Aerial photographs indicates that area claimed may not be correct 
 
The steps involved are set out below. 
 
 

Step 1: Print off documents for field inspection 
 
The following documents must be printed off and brought to locate site and carry out field inspection: 

❑ Location map (1:50,000) optional 

❑ Certified Species Map  

❑ Thinning Schedule 

❑ Colour Ortho (recommended scale 1:5,000) 

❑ IFORIS summary Report 

 
Every District Inspector carrying out a field inspection must also have in their possession a valid 
identity card, and must show this identity card to the applicant, if requested. The official Ministerial 
Letter of Authorisation should also be on hand, in case of queries regarding entry onto land.   
 

Step 2: Inspect the site 
 
Inspectors can use the View Territory function in IFORIS to plan their inspection route.This function 
illustrates the location of all files on the worklist. Good worklist management will ensure that files 
clustered within the same area can be inspected on the same day. 
 
Once onsite, all relevant aspects of the file that can be verified in the field must be checked. Identify 
the location of the proposed sites and confirm that the proposed thinning /tending schedule is 
applicable to the crop. 
 
Also assess if there are any environmental considerations in addition to those identified through 
IFORIS.  
 
When inspecting the site, note the following key considerations. 
 

❑ Is the crop ready for tending and thinning? 
❑ Does the measured top height indicate that intervention is required? 
❑ Is the mapped area indicative of the area requiring intervention? If it does not the claimed area 

must be reduced 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

PRE-APPROVAL (FORM 1) 
SUBSEQUENT DESK CERTIFICATION 

 
 
A subsequent desk inspection is carried out, culminating in the certification of the file. When you have 
returned from the field, you should process the application as soon as possible. 
 
The subsequent desk inspection evaluates the proposals contained in the application within the 
context of information gathered during the field inspection. It also evaluates the Registered Forester 
Questions, and involves the completion of the Inspector’s Certification Report, Inspector’s 
Recommendation, and final certification. In practice, many aspects of the above are reviewed during 
the initial desk assessment, evaluated onsite and noted down for input into IFORIS during the 
subsequent desk assessment.   
 
Further environmental considerations identified in the field must also be dealt with during the 
subsequent desk inspection, initiating further referrals (via the “Further Information Required” 
recommendation option), as required.  
 

Step 1: Review the Registered Forester Questions 
 
Review the Registered Forester to determine that all questions have been answered. Based on your 
inspection, you may disagree with some of the statements made and may need to add conditions to 
the approval, or refuse the application altogether. 
 
 

Step 2: Make amendments if required 
 
You will have inspected the proposed site and can now determine whether or not amendments are 
required. You have the option of reducing the proposed area and/or including conditions based on 
your inspection or feedback received from the consultation process. 
 
Currently, it is not necessary to redigitise the site if you amend the treated area in the plot table. The 
approval letter will state the revised area and any attached conditions. 
 
 

Step 3: Complete the Inspector’s Certification Report 
 
Complete the Inspector’s Certification Report. Guidance on answering the various questions is 
given below.  



 

 

 

1. The application form detailing this proposal is in accordance with the Forestry 
Schemes Manual. 

You have inspected the site and are satisfied that the application meets the 
requirements of the Woodland Improvement Scheme, and as described in the 
tending and thinning schedules. You should also tick this box if you have included 
amendments and conditions that ensure that the revised application will now meet 
the conditions of the scheme.  

Yes 

The proposed application does not meet the conditions of the scheme e.g. crop too 
young, top height of crop not indicative of stand ready for thinning or tending 

No 

Not applicable. N/A 

 

2. All changes to this proposal have been recorded in the previous screens. 

You are confirming that you are satisfied with the proposed application and have 
amended details, if required (e.g. you have changed approval area). 

Yes 

You cannot certify the application, as you have not recorded your proposed 
amendments. 

No 

Not applicable. N/A 

  

3. All available environmental datasets have been cross-checked. 

You are confirming that you have checked all relevant environmental datasets in the 
map viewer and other relevant information in your District Office. 

Yes 

You cannot approve this application as you have not carried out and checked 
environmental datasets. 

No 

Not applicable. N/A 

 

4. The species proposed are silviculturally and environmentally suitable for the site 

Tick not N/A – Scope of scheme reduced to tending and thinning operations Yes 

Tick not N/A – Scope of scheme reduced to tending and thinning operations No 

Not applicable. N/A 

 



 

 

 

5. The area mapped for woodland improvement relates to the areas that require 
improvement on the ground 

Proposed area requires tending/ thinning. You should also tick “Yes” if you attach 
conditions to the approval to provide these, if not originally specified in the 
application. 

Yes 

Areas mapped do not require improvement. No 

Not applicable. N/A 

 

6. The operations detailed in the proposal are necessary to improve the site 

You are confirming that the proposal is essential for the plantation development and 
base on your amendments/conditions if applicable. 

Yes 

The forest is not ready for tending or thinning No 

Not applicable N/A 

 

7. All changes resulting from inspection to this proposal have been recorded in the 
previous screens. 

Based on your inspection you have recorded amendments, if applicable. Yes 

You cannot certify the application, as you have not recorded your changes. No 

Not applicable. N/A 

 

8. The site is free of shell marl or high calcareous soils 

Not applicable  Yes 

Not applicable No 

Not applicable N/A 

 

9. All changes resulting in inspection to this proposal have been recorded in the previous 
screens 

Changes required have been made Yes 

Changes have not been recorded and therefore you can not certify application  No 

Not applicable. N/A 



 

 

Step 4: Make a recommendation 
 
District Inspector will make one of the following recommendations based on the detailed desk and/or 
field inspection and having completed all the required checklists: 
 

Approve Approved on the basis of the information provided and a detailed desk 
and/or field inspection. The application as submitted complies with the 
Woodland Improvement Scheme. 

Approve Revised 
Area 

Approve a revised area on the basis of the information provided and the field 
inspection. If you reduce the area, you must give detailed reasons why this 
change has been recommended. You also have the option of adding a 
number of conditions to the approval, which can relate to the proposed 
thinning and tending and /or environmental conditions. 

Condition 1, 2 (select from dropdown list) 

Condition 3,4, 5 (free text) 

Approve with 
Conditions 

This application is approved with specific conditions attached. The Inspector 
may add conditions based on his/her inspection and/or desk assessment. 
Conditions may also be attached to an approval following consultation (e.g. 
“Approval subject to conditions set out in the Forest Service Archaeologist 
Report”). If an application is within an area subject to the Freshwater Pearl 
Mussel Requirements, as a condition, you must state that these apply (i.e. 
“The Freshwater Pearl Mussel Requirements apply to this application”). 

Further Information 
Required 

The Inspector may need to request further information from the Applicant / 
Forester in order to process the application. If referrals are still outstanding, 
the Inspector should select this option and specify.  

Refuse This option is selected where the proposed application is not suitable under 
the terms and the conditions of the Woodland Improvement Scheme. For 
example, a site may be too young to tend or thin. Inspectors should give the 
Applicant as much information as possible as to why the application has 
been rejected. Inspectors should also record additional information in the 
IFORIS Comment box, wherever possible. 

The standard options are outlined below: 

❑ Outside Scope of Scheme (you must specify detailed reasons if this 
option is checked) 

❑ Other (you must specify detailed reasons if this option is checked) 

 
 
Once the recommendation is made, the Inspector then proceeds to Certify the file.  
 
 
 
 

Recording information after approval 
 
The Inspector and Registered Forester/Applicant can agree to minor changes to the project after the 
approval has been issued. Such changes should not affect the material nature of the project or 
increase the financial commitment previously agreed.  
 
The relevant points should be recorded on IFORIS. This can be done by accessing the file through 
Enquiries on the IFORIS Homepage. From there, enter View File Status, followed by Notes. It is 
important that all proposed changes are recorded in writing and forwarded to Approvals Section for 
scanning and attachment to the file.  



 

 

 
Inspectors should forward any written correspondence that they may have received directly from 
applicants, to Johnstown Castle for scanning into IFORIS. Any reports or photographs taken by 
Inspectors relevant to a particular application should also be sent for scanning into IFORIS. 
 



 

 

PAYMENT (FORM 2) 
INITIAL DESK INSPECTION 

 
 
The first phase in carrying out an approval for payment under the Woodland Improvement Scheme is 
to conduct an initial desk inspection of the file, to gain an overview of the file and the issues involved. 
Note that a field inspection is required for all Woodland Improvement Schemes where the area is 
greater than 8 ha. 
 
The relevant steps of the initial Form 2 desk inspection are as follows. 
 
 

Step 1: Logon to IFORIS 
 
Using your designated AGR number (Username) and user defined Password, logon to IFORIS.  
 
 

Step 2: Select file for inspection 
 
Select the Inspector Worklist from the IFORIS Homepage. Sort and filter your worklist (according to 
Inspection Type, Scheme Type, etc.) and select the file to review. Every woodland improvement file 
sent to your worklist must be desk assessed and a field inspection is mandatory for areas of 8 ha or 
more. 
 
Inspectors must continually review all items on their worklist and ensure that files are processed as 
quickly as possible.  
 
 

Step 3: Carry out a preliminary desk inspected  
 
After selecting the file from Inspector Worklist and entering the Inspectors Certification page, 
review all of the screens and scanned documents relating to that file, to gain an overview of the file 
and the issues involved. Relevant issues include the following: 

❑ IFORIS screens, e.g. Issues identified by IFORIS (these are advisory and may or may not be 
valid after further investigation), Notes entered by Administration users and details from the 
Report. 

❑ Form 2 and associated digitised map and documents (under Contacts). 

❑ Original Form 1, Certified Species Map, Thinning and Tending Schedules (under Contacts) 

❑ Approval letter with conditions (under Contacts). 

❑ Spatial maps and environmental datasets. 

❑ Referral letters received from Prescribed Bodies and from the Forest Service Archaeologist, 
Ecologist and Landscape Architect, if applicable. These letters, if present, must be viewed in 
Contacts. 

❑ Claimed costs if approval is for brashing to improve access for manual application of fertiliser . 

 
 
 
 



 

 

PAYMENT (FORM 2) 
FIELD INSPECTION 

 
 
Having completed the initial desk inspection of the Form 2, a field inspection is required. At this stage, 
the Inspector can prepare to carry out a field inspection. The steps involved are set out below.  
 
 

Step 1: Print off documents for field inspection 
 
The following documents must be printed off and brought onsite: 

❑ Certified Woodland Improvement Map  

❑ Thinning and Tending Schedule 

❑ Colour Ortho (recommended scale 1:5,000) with digitised boundaries of treated areas  

❑ IFORIS summary Report 

❑ Location map (1:50,000) optional 

 
Every District Inspector carrying out a field inspection must also have in their possession a valid 
identity card, and must show this identity card to the applicant, if requested. The official Ministerial 
Letter of Authorisation should also be on hand, in case of queries regarding entry onto land.   
 
 

Step 2: Inspect the site 
 
Inspectors can use the View Territory function in IFORIS to plan their inspection route (this function is 
to be improved). This function illustrates the location of all files on the worklist. Good worklist 
management will ensure that files clustered within the same area can be inspected on the same day. 
 
 

Step 3: Measure the treated area 
 
Identify on the ground the area thinned and tended. 
 

Step 5: Assess the quality of the tending and thinning carried out 
 
Assess the following criteria to determine if the thinning and tending operation has been carried out in 
accordance with the schedules in Appendix 1 
 

• Stocking after thinning and tending 

• General form of crop remaining 

• Basal Area if applicable 
 
Stocking plots must be taken to ensure that area as be thinned correctly. A sufficient number of plots 
must be taken to give a good representative sample to determine overall stocking/basal area of 
treated stand. At minimum of 5 plots must be taken per application, more plots will be required if stand 
is variable.   
 

Step 7: Identify if there are any environmental considerations affected by 
thinning and tending carried out 
 
Inspectors should ensure that the environmental guidelines and environmental conditions attached to 
the approval letter have been followed. All operations must adhere to Forest Service guidelines. If 
works that have taken place breach the guidelines, remedial works may be required and or penalties. 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

PAYMENT (FORM 2) 
SUBSEQUENT DESK CERTIFICATION 

 
 
A subsequent desk inspection is carried out, culminating in the certification of the file for payment (or 
otherwise). In practice, many aspects of the following are evaluated onsite and noted down for input 
into IFORIS during the subsequent desk certification.  
 
 

Step 1: Review IFORIS screens 
 
When you have returned from the field, you should process the application as soon as possible. Once 
back in the office, log on to IFORIS and continue with the subsequent desk inspection. Select the 
contract you previously inspected and review all screens. Select the contract you previously field 
inspected, and review all screens. 
 
 

Step 2: Examine the Claimed Area Treated v/s area determined from field 
inspection 
 
The Inspector must examine the treated area submitted and determine if they area has been treated 
as claimed and in accordance with the thinning and tending schedules described.  The fixed grant per 
hectare is determined by the net treated area claimed or verified on the ground following inspection. 
 
If costs are submitted to support claims associated with brashing operations, the net area brashed will 
determine the area eligible for payment and costs approved at the pre approval stage. Inspectors who 
do not agree with proposed costs submitted at the pre approval stage must not approve proposed 
costs at the Form 1 stage.    
 
 
 

Step 3: Complete the Inspectors Certification Report 
 
Complete the Inspectors Certification Report. Guidance on answering the questions below is given 
for each option.  
 



 

 

 

1. The planted /  improved area is within the boundary of  the area approved 
at Pre-Approval stage.  

The boundaries of the area submitted, digitised and treated are within the boundary 
of the area approved  

Yes 

The area treated and submitted is outside the area approved No 

Not applicable. N/A 

 

2. The species planted has been approved.  

Tick not N/A – Scope of scheme reduced to tending and thinning operations Yes 

Tick not N/A – Scope of scheme reduced to tending and thinning operations No 

Tick not N/A – Scope of scheme reduced to tending and thinning operations N/A 

  

3. The plot areas on the ground correspond with the First Instalment map. 

The area treated has been correctly mapped and identified on the first instalment 
map 

Yes 

The first instalment map submitted does not correspond to the area treated on the 
ground 

No 

Not applicable. N/A 

 



 

 

 

4. The si te  is  sa t isfac tor y in  r espect  o f  operat ions carr i ed out  and in  accordance wi th  

approved operat ions.  

Thinning and tending operations have been carried out as per the thinning and 
tending schedules, or alternative schedules approved in advance. 

Yes 

Operations not carried out as approved No 

Not applicable. N/A 

 

5. The site is stock proof and adequately fenced 

Tick not N/A – Scope of scheme reduced to tending and thinning operations Yes 

Tick not N/A – Scope of scheme reduced to tending and thinning operations No 

Tick not N/A – Scope of scheme reduced to tending and thinning operations N/A 

 

6. Areas identified for planting are planted at appropropriate spacing. 

Tick not N/A – Scope of scheme reduced to tending and thinning operations Yes 

Tick not N/A – Scope of scheme reduced to tending and thinning operations No 

Tick not N/A – Scope of scheme reduced to tending and thinning operations N/A 

 
 

7. Trees planted are of acceptable quality and standard. 
Tick not N/A – Scope of scheme reduced to tending and thinning operations Yes 

Tick not N/A – Scope of scheme reduced to tending and thinning operations No 

Tick not N/A – Scope of scheme reduced to tending and thinning operations N/A 

 
8.. The provenance certificates / supplier's documents for plants planted are satisfactory. 
Tick not N/A – Scope of scheme reduced to tending and thinning operations Yes 

Tick not N/A – Scope of scheme reduced to tending and thinning operations No 

Tick not N/A – Scope of scheme reduced to tending and thinning operations N/A 

 
 

9. The site is free of shell marl or highly calcareous soils. 
Tick not N/A – Scope of scheme reduced to tending and thinning operations Yes 

Tick not N/A – Scope of scheme reduced to tending and thinning operations No 

Tick not N/A – Scope of scheme reduced to tending and thinning operations N/A 

 
10. The plantation complies with all environmental conditions and standards. 
All guidelines and standards have been followed  Yes 

Guidelines have been breached and scheme conditions not met. You should also 
tick this box if specific approval conditions have not been met. 

No 

Not applicable N/A 

 
 



 

 

11. All changes resulting from inspection to this proposal have been recorded in the 
previous screens.  

Changes required have been made 
Yes 

Changes have not been recorded and therefore you can not certify application  
No 

Not applicable. 
N/A 

 

 
12.. The costs as stated on the Invoice or statement of costs are reasonable. 
This option is selected if treated area matches claimed area under fixed grant 
scheme. If application is for brashing operations, costs submitted are reasonable 

Yes 

The area claimed does not match the area treated on the ground and has been 
confirmed by inspection. You should also tick this box if the digitised area does not 
match the area claimed e.g. IFORIS has digitised an area greater than the claimed 
or treated area 

No 

 N/A 

 

 
13 Grant payment as claimed is recommended 
The claimed area has been treated as per the schedules attached, or as per 
alternative proposal as approved. If operation refers to brashing, the treated area 
has been brashed as approved. You should also select this option if you reduced the 
claimed area and you are approving part of the application 

Yes 

Grant is not approved and claimed area does not match treated area inspected on 
the ground. Application is sent back to applicant to re map areas.  

No 

Not applicable N/A 

 

 



 

 

Step 4: Make a recommendation 
 
Following a detailed desk and field inspection and having completed all of the required checklists, the 
District Inspector will then make one of the following recommendations: 
 

Payment Select this option if the grant claimed is recommended for 
payment.  

Payment on Revised Area Select this option if you have reduced the area claimed. 
This will happen where the applicant has claimed ineligible 
areas e.g. areas untreated, buildings 

Remedial Works Required The area has not been tended /thinned to the required 
intensity 

Refuse 

 

The area has not been treated to standard and remedial 
works are not possible e.g. the area was too young to thin 
or tend and was not inspected. A penalty may also be 
applicable. 

 
 
Once the recommendation is made, the Inspector then proceeds to Certify the file.  
 

 
 

QUALITY CONTROL 
 
All field inspections and desk assessments must be carried out in accordance with these standard operating 

procedures.  

 

The Regional Inspector will monitor and carry out random assessments on files certified for approval and 

payment. IFORIS will automatically select a predetermined selection of files certified for approval and payment 

by the District Inspector and refer them to the Regional Inspectors worklist. All District Inspectors will have a 

selection of their work field inspected by a different inspector to determine if certification has been carried out in 

accordance with this SOP. Files which have been incorrectly certified will be returned to the District Inspector 

for certification in accordance with this SOP and feedback given where applicable. Additional quality control 

checks may take place in addition to files selected by IFORIS if any issues arise that require clarification or 

checking on files certified by District Inspectors.  

 

This SOP will be reviewed based on feedback from assessments and ongoing improvements in workflows.   



 

 

 
Appendix 1 

 

Silvicultural Guidance for Tending and Thinning of Broadleaves 
(Woodland Improvement Scheme) 

 
 
This element of the Woodland Improvement Scheme applies to young broadleaved woodlands 

(planted post 1980) that are suitable for tending or thinning.  Area and width criteria as per the 

Afforestation Scheme apply.  Grant aid for the treated area is available for either tending or thinning 

operations depending on which is the most appropriate to the site (i.e it is not necessary to carry out 

both sets of operations for grant aid.)  

 

Broadleaf sites and crops vary.  Alternative silvicultural systems to those outlined in the tables below 

may be proposed where they provide value for money. Any alternative method must be provided with 

a similar level of detail to that provided below, in advance, in writing and attached to the Form 1. 

 

The tables below refer to Potential Crop Trees (PCTs).  These are the better trees in the forest (in 

terms of vigour, straightness, quality and freedom from diseases etc.) that are evenly distributed in the 

forest so that they will potentially form the final crop of high value trees after a number of thinning 

operations. 
 

Table 1: Pure stands of Ash / Sycamore / Norway Maple / Alder   

 

Grant 

 

Top  

Height 

Operation 
 

 

Tending 

 Minimum 8 m   

 

Tending should 

coincide with the 

shading out of the 

lower 3-4 metres of 

side branches.   

 

In cases where initial 

stocking was low or 

where there were 

many failures side 

branch suppression 

and consequently 

tending will be 

delayed.   

• At tending stage the current stocking should be reduced by 40 to 

50%. 

• A line of trees to be removed every 7 to 10 lines for access 

purposes is advised (not mandatory). 

• Marking of 300-400 PCTs (potential crop trees) per hectare at 

this point is advised (not mandatory).   

• At least 2 strong competitors around each candidate PCT should 

be removed 

• Wolves, diseased and cankered trees and weaker trees should 

also be included in the trees to be removed. 

• The trees to be removed should be marked.  

• Pruning may be necessary but should concentrate only on the 

removal of disproportionately large side branches and forks of 

candidate PCTs. 

• Establish thinning control plots in line with the above, prior to 

thinning operations (≈ one per homogenous unit, 20m by 20m) 

• Cut trees should be delimbed and stacked.  Alternatively they 

can be windrowed in a safe manner allowing free access through 

the site. 

 



 

 

 

Thinning 

 

12-15 m  

 

• Identify using a ring of paint approximately 300 potential crop 

trees per hectare 

• Carry out a heavy crown thinning favouring selected trees 

removing 2 to 3 competitors to PCTs 

• Any live branches remaining (or dead branches that haven’t 

fallen off) up to 6 metres on PCTs shall be removed by pruning. 

(or less than 6 metres where 6m of straight stem is not available) 

• Cut trees should be delimbed, cut into lengths and stacked 

• Establish thinning control plots in line with the above, prior to 

thinning operations (≈ one per homogenous unit, 20m by 20m) 

 

 

Table 2: Oak / Scots Pine or Oak/European Larch  

 
Grant 

 

Top  

Height 

 

Operation 

 

Tending 

 

 

*8-10 m 

(oak) 

 

 

 

*Nurse trees 

must be 

removed if they 

begin to 

dominate or 

interfere with 

the height and 

crown 

development of 

oak regardless 

of the height of 

the oak and the 

amount of trees 

to be removed. 

Mixtures (initial stocking 1250 conifer, 3300 oak) 

• Two conifer lines in every three to be taken out and other conifers 

should also be removed where they interfere with the height and crown 

development of the oak. 

• Ring barking of some trees may be appropriate in certain situations. 

• Where present, oak wolves (i.e. trees in the upper canopy 
(dominant/co-dominants) with defective stems and large, rough 
lateral branches) should be removed.  

• Retain sub dominants to reduce epicormic branching.   

• Artificial pruning may be required where form is poor and should 

concentrate only on the removal of disproportionately large side 

branches and forks. 

• Establish thinning control plots in line with the above, prior to 

thinning operations (≈ one per homogenous unit, 20m by 20m) 

 

Pure Oak Crops (initial stocking 6600 trees/ ha) 

• No tending required just 1st thinning. (see below) 

 

Pure Crops. (initial stocking  < 2500 trees /ha) 

• No tending required just 1st thinning. (see below) 



 

 

 

Thinning 

 

10 – 12m 

(oak) 

Mixtures 

• Remove the remaining conifers when they begin to dominate or 

interfere with the height and crown development of the oak.  

• Identify using a circle of paint approx 300 - 500 candidate PCTs.  

• Remove strong competitors to the candidate PCT (normally one or two 

competing co-dominant per PCT) 

• Remove wolves. 

• Ensure suppressed trees and any understorey trees near PCT 

candidates remain to limit the development of epicormic branching. 

• A very small proportion of Scots pine and larch may be left in situ 

where appropriate  

• Establish thinning control plots (≈ one per homogenous unit, 20m by 

20m) 

 

Pure Crops (initial stocking 6600/ha) 

• Establish racks every 14-20 m. 

• Remove strong competitors to the candidate PCTs. (one or two 

competing co-dominant per potential final crop tree) 

• Remove oak wolves,  

• Establish thinning control plots in line with the above, prior to 

thinning operations (≈ one per homogenous unit, 20m by 20m) 

Pure Crops (initial stocking  2500 trees /ha) 

• First thinning in these crops will not take place until the crop has 

reached a top height 13-15 metres, estimated at 30-35 years of age) 

• Establish thinning control plots in line with the above, prior to 

thinning operations (≈ one per homogenous unit, 20m by 20m) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Table 3: Beech / Scots Pine or European Larch 

 
Grant 

 

Top  

Height 

M’s 

Operation 

 

Tending 

 

 

*7-8 

 

*Nurse trees 

must be removed 

if they begin to 

dominate or 

interfere with the 

height and crown 

development of 

the beech 

regardless of the 

height of the 

beech and the 

amount of trees 

to be removed. 

Mixtures (initial stocking 4400 beech, 833 conifer). 

• Two conifer lines in every three to be taken out and other conifers where 

they interfere with the height and crown development of beech. 

• Ring barking of trees may be appropriate in certain situations 

• Where present beech wolves (i.e. a vigorous poorly formed tree) should 

be removed.  

• Artificial pruning may be required where form is poor and should 

concentrate on the removal of disproportionately large side branches and 

forks 

• Establish thinning control plots in line with the above, prior to thinning 

operations (≈ one per homogenous unit, 20m by 20m) 

 

Pure Crops (initial stocking 6600 trees/ ha) 

• No tending required just 1st thinning. (see below). 

 

Pure Crops (initial stocking  < 2500 trees /ha) 



 

 

• No tending required just 1st thinning. (see below). 

 

 

Thinning 

 

12-15 

 
 

Mixtures 

• Remove all lines of conifers where beech trees have reached 10 metres 

in height or when they begin to dominate or interfere with the height and 

crown development of the beech.  

• Identify using a circle of white paint approx 400-500 potential final crop 

trees per hectare and carry out a crown thinning 

• On exposed sites 10% of conifers should be left in groups to provide 

shelter to remaining beech crop. Some nurse trees may be allowed to 

grow to full rotation. 

• Remove strong competitors to the potential final crop trees. (one or two 

competing co-dominant per potential final crop tree) 

• Remove wolves, crooked and badly forked stems within beech lines 

• Establish thinning control plots in line with the above, prior to thinning 

operations (≈ one per homogenous unit, 20m by 20m) 

Pure Crops  

• Establish racks every 14-20 m. 

• Remove strong competitors to the candidate PCTs . (one or two 

competing co-dominant per potential final crop tree) 

• Remove beech wolves  

• Establish thinning control plots in line with the above, prior to thinning 

operations (≈ one per homogenous unit, 20m by 20m) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4: Thinning Schedule Cherry 

 
Grant 

 

Top  

Height 

M’s 

Silvicultural Operations 

 

Tending 

 

 

6-8 

 
 

 

 

• Identify using a circle of white paint approx 200 potential final crop trees 

per hectare and carry out a crown thinning 

• Crowns of cherry should not be touching after thinning  

• Maintain 40% live crown 

• Remove diseased trees 

• Prune selected final crop trees before branch diameter is greater than 3 cm.  

Green pruning of cherry is necessary every four years on good sites up to a 

minimum height of 6 metres, where available. 

• Establish thinning control plots in line with the above, prior to thinning 

operations (≈ one per homogenous unit, 20m by 20m) 



 

 

 

 

Thinning 

 

15 

 
 

 

• Continue to release 200 final crop trees from competitors 

 

 

 
 

APPENDIX 2 

REFERENCE DOCUMENTS 
 
 
Individuals using this procedure should become familiar with the following documents, guidelines, 
protocols, national legislation, statutory instruments and EU directives: 

❑ Forestry and Water Quality Guidelines 

❑ Forest Biodiversity Guidelines 

❑ Forestry and the Landscape Guidelines 

❑ Forest Harvesting and the Environment Guidelines 

❑ Forestry and Archaeology Guidelines 

❑ Code of Best Forest Practice - Ireland 

❑ Forestry and Freshwater Pearl Mussel Requirements: Site Assessment and Mitigation 
Measures 

❑ Garmin GPS 60 – Field Surveying and Data Capture for iFORIS. User manual for Forestry 
Inspectorate 

❑ Forestry Act 1946 

❑ Local Government (Planning and Development) Acts 1963-1996 

❑ Local Government (Water Pollution) Acts 1977-1990 

❑ National Monuments Acts and Amendments 1930-1994 

❑ Wildlife Act 1976 

❑ Wildlife (Amendment) Bill 1999 

❑ Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 1989 and the Safety, Health and Welfare at Work 
(General Application) Regulations 1993 

❑ SI No. 538 of 2001 

❑ SI No. 539 of 2001 

❑ Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC 

❑ Birds Directive 79/409/EEC 

❑ European Communities (Natural Habitats) Regulations 1997 

❑ Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC) 

❑ Plant Health Directive 77/93/EEC 

❑ Environmental Liability Directive (2000/60/EC) 



 

 

❑ EU Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directives 85/337/EEC and 97/11/EEC 

❑ Dangerous Substance Directive (2006/11/EC) 
 
 



 

 

APPENDIX 3 

EQUIPMENT 
 
 
The following is a list of field and desk equipment required for carrying of field and desk inspections of 
files under the Woodland Improvement Scheme.  
 
 
Field equipment 
 

❑ Soil stick 

❑ 20 meter measuring tape 

❑ Diameter tape (DBH tape)  

❑ Global Positioning System (GPS) 

❑ Clinometer 

 
Personal protective equipment for field inspections 
 

❑ Strong boots with good ankle support 

❑ Appropriate all-weather clothing 

❑ Charged mobile phone 

❑ Other prescribed safety gear  

 
 
Desktop and colour printer 
 
Inspectors must ensure that their computer and printer are working correctly. Any problems must be 
reported to the Information Systems Division (ISD).  
 
 
 
 



 

 

APPENDIX 4 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
Circular No: 01/2011        31st March, 2011 
 
To Each Member of Staff 
                                           Conflict of Interest 
 
In the course of their official duties officers may be presented with dealings concerning themselves or 
a member of the public with whom they have a close family or commercial interest.  In such instances, 
there is an onus on each officer to declare the nature and extent of the interest or connection in writing 
to their superior officer.  This serves to protect officers from unnecessary pressure and to ensure that 
decisions of all civil servants are impartial and are seen to be impartial. 
 
Further to Circulars No 1/00, 02/03, 1/04, 2/05, 1/06, 1/07, 1/08, 1/09 and 03/10 the Department, as 
part of its risk management process, and also to protect the interests of both staff and the Department 
itself, requires that each member of staff completes a Declaration Form in relation to payments 
payable by the Department or services provided by the Department. 
 
The attached Declaration Form is to be completed by each member of the staff of the Department in 
respect of self, brother, sister, parent, partner and children. The Form is to be submitted to Line 
Management. A NIL Return is to be submitted as appropriate. All staff are to submit a return and 
failure to do so will result in a thorough investigation being carried out in respect of any such officer.  It 
is the responsibility of Line Managers to forward a copy of each officer’s completed form to 
Personnel Division (the appropriate contact details in Personnel Division are attached at 
Appendix A). 
 
Once an officer has filled out and returned their Declaration Form for 2011, a new Declaration Form 
must be completed and submitted if there is any subsequent change in the officer’s position in 2011.   
 
An Annual Declaration Form must be submitted by each staff member. 
 
The completed Declaration Forms are to be returned through Line Management to the Head of your 
Division and copied to Personnel Division not later than 31st May, 2011.                          
 
It will be the responsibility of the Head of each Division to draw up procedures to deal with any 
potential conflicts of interest that are brought to light in the Declaration Forms. The procedures should 
ensure that an officer does not have any role in processing or inspection of any application received 
from the people listed in paragraph 3 above. Each staff member also has a responsibility to ensure 
that they do not process any applications, or be involved in the slaughter of livestock in their place of 
work, in respect of any applications in respect of the people listed in paragraph 3 above. 
 
It will be necessary for each Head of a Division to submit to the Head of their Unit the procedures on 
how they will deal with these potential conflicts of interest not later than 29th July 2011. A copy is to be 
sent to Personnel Division. 
 
 
 
T. Moran 
Secretary General 



 

 

 
DECLARATION AND REGISTRATION OF INTERESTS 

TO BE COMPLETED BY ALL OFFICERS IN THE DEPARTMENT 
 

Name of Officer:  ________________________ Personnel No: ______________ 
(Block letters) 
 
Headquarters:  ______________________________________________________ 
 
PPS No:  _________________________  Grade:  ___________________ 
 
DO YOU HAVE A CONFLICT OF INTEREST TO DECLARE       YES     NO  
 

REGISTRATION OF INTERESTS  (If you have answered ‘yes’ above) 

 
1. Have you made application (s) to the Department under any of the schemes and services 
currently in operation?  (List applications hereunder) 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

 
2.  Are you involved and/or do you have transaction(s) with Meat Processor(s) in relation to 
the procurement /purchase/sale of livestock/meat products?  (if yes specify) 
 

 

 

 
3.  I list below the family members (brother, sister, parent, partner, children), other 
persons and companies that I am associated with, whom to the best of my knowledge have 
made application(s) to the Department or have involvement / transaction(s) with meat 
processors in relation to procurement / purchase / sale of livestock / meat products and who 
could benefit from actions / decisions taken by me as a result of my employment in the 
Department. 
                                                                                                                                          

NAME                        ADDRESS               RELATIONSHIP                DETAILS 
___________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 

I DECLARE THAT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE THE INFORMATION SUPPLIED 
BY ME ABOVE IS ACCURATE AND IN COMPLIANCE WITH CIRCULAR 01/2011 (Conflict 
of Interest) 

 
 
Signed: _____________________________ 
 
Date:      _____________________________ 



 

 

Appendix A - Contact Details in Personnel Division 

The Declaration Form is to be completed by each member of the staff of the Department in respect of 
self, brother, sister, parent, partner and children. It is the responsibility of Line Management to 
forward a copy of each officer’s completed form to Personnel Division.  Completed forms should 
be sent to the following contact persons, depending on the grade of each officer: 

Grade/Stream    Return details for forms   

All Administrative Grades    Derek Kennedy 

      Personnel Division 

      5 West 

      Agriculture House 

 

Technical Agricultural Officer   Ailís Robinson 

Grade Stream & Dairy Produce   Personnel Division 

Officers      Dept. Agriculture, Fisheries & Food 

Eircom Building 

Knockmay Road 

Portlaoise 

Co. Laois 

      

Professional grades, service grades,  Elizabeth Bergin 

industrial grades & harbour staff   Personnel Division 

      Dept. Agriculture, Fisheries & Food 

      Eircom Building 

      Knockmay Road 

      Portlaoise 

      Co. Laois 

      

 

Veterinary grades, laboratory staff,  Paul McNally 

legal staff     Personnel Division 

      4 West 

      Agriculture House 

 

 

 

 

 

       



 

 

APPENDIX 5 

PENALITIES 
 

 

Failure to comply with the terms and conditions of the Woodland Improvement Scheme, incorporating 
The Code of Best Forest Practice – Ireland and the current suite of environmental guidelines, may 
result in an appropriate penalty/sanction being applied.  

Monetary penalties that shall apply to certain specific breaches of the scheme are set out below. Note 
that other breaches of the scheme not specified below may also incur a penalty. 

 

For more information, see Chapter 12 of the Forestry Schemes Manual (2003). 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES 
 
 
Penalty as % of Woodland Improvement Grant  
 
Failure to comply with environmental guidelines     up to 100%  
 
Failure to comply with specific supplementary environmental conditions   up to 25 %  
 
-Water/fisheries         up to 25%  
-Freshwater Pearl Mussel Requirements      up to 25%  
-NHAs/SACs         up to 25%  
-Sites and monuments        up to 25%  
-Scenic areas         up to 25%  
-Distance from roads/dwellings       up to 25%  
-Other          up to 25%  
 
Failure to comply with conditions/governing 
-Disposal of waste/rubbish       up to 20%  
-Hazardous fencing        up to 20%  
-Silt traps         up to 20%  
 
Dumping         up to 10%  
 
Failure to comply with conditions of approval letter    up to 100% 
 
Provision of a false statement, false information or false claim   up to 100% 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

APPENDIX 6 

APPEALS 
 
 
Background 
 
Every customer has the right to appeal against any decision of the Forest Service affecting his or her 
entitlements under the grant and premium schemes. In practice, the majority of appeals relate to the 
refusal of applications for planting approval or where approval has been given for a smaller area. In 
general appeals are lodged under the following categories: 

❑ Approvals for afforestation, which are withheld, restricted or conditional  
❑ Public consultations - third party appeals against afforestation proposals  
❑ Premium and grant rates  
❑ Other Schemes - Reconstitution of Woodland, Forest Roads and  
❑ Penalty cases  

 
In accordance with current environmental regulations, which came into operation in October 2001, an 
extensive consultation process is undertaken before an afforestation proposal is approved in certain 
environmentally sensitive areas. A press notice is placed in a local newspaper and the public is invited 
to submit observations on afforestation proposals for any of the following designated areas: 

❑ Natural Heritage Area, Special Area of Conservation, Special Protection Area or a National 
Park  

❑ an area containing an archaeological site or feature with intensive public usage  
❑ a prime scenic area in a County Development Plan or listed in an Inventory of Outstanding 

Landscapes.  
 
Local authorities and environmental organisations are also formally consulted about applications 
relating to such areas. If the public or any of these organisations object to the planting proposal, the 
Forest Service takes their observations and objections into consideration. If the decision on the 
proposal results in the objection not being upheld, those who objected are informed of their right to 
appeal within 21 days. 
 
Function 
 
The Forest Service Appeals Unit is responsible for processing appeals by customers and third parties, 
as above. Appeals are dealt with as follows: 

❑ all appeals are logged on receipt and acknowledged within five working days  
❑ the relevant documents are forwarded to the divisional inspector for a report  
❑ the application, the appeal and this report are put before the appeals committee for 

consideration  
❑ where possible a substantive reply is issued within twenty working days  
❑ where the matter requires a longer period of investigation, the appellant will be given a revised 

response time and informed of progress on an ongoing basis.  
 
Appeals Committee 
 
The appeals committee is comprised of senior officers from the inspectorate and administrative sides 
of the Forest Service. The independence and quality of the decisions are assured by the fact that 
inspections and adjudication on appeal cases are carried out by more senior officers previously not 
involved in the original decision.  
Customers have recourse to the Office of the Ombudsman if they are dissatisfied with the outcome of 
their appeal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact 



 

 

 
Appeals should be made in writing setting out the grounds for the appeal and addressed to: 

The Forest Service Appeals Unit 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food 
Johnstown Castle Estate 
Co. Wexford 

 
You may contact the following staff in the Appeals Unit  
 
Nicola Rawle  
T. 053 9165520  
E-mail Nicola.Rawle@agriculture.gov.ie 
 
Ann Dunne 
T. 053 9153517  
E-mail Ann.Dunne@agriculture.gov.ie 
 
Michael Mackey 
T. 053 9165587  
E-mail Michael.Mackey@agriculture.gov.ie  
 
 
 

mailto:Nicola.Rawle@agriculture.gov.ie
mailto:Nicola.Rawle@agriculture.gov.ie
mailto:Ann.Dunne@agriculture.gov.ie
mailto:Ann.Dunne@agriculture.gov.ie
mailto:Michael.Mackey@agriculture.gov.ie
mailto:Michael.Mackey@agriculture.gov.ie


 

 

APPENDIX 7 
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