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Housekeeping



Agenda
9.30am            Introduction to AIE – Orlagh Kehoe 

9.45am            General duties of public authorities and key definitions – Lisa Joyce

10.30am          Coffee break

10.45am          How to process a request for environmental information – Lisa Joyce

11.45am          Questions and Answers

12.00pm          Break for lunch

1.00pm            Appeals to the Office of the Commissioner for Environmental Information (OCEI) – Deirdre 

McGoldrick & Emma Libreri

1.45pm            Questions and Answers

2.00pm            Irish Case-Law on Access to Information on the Environment - Niall Michel

2.45pm            Questions and Answers

3.00pm            Close - DECC



Objectives of the day

1. Increased awareness

2. Increased capacity



Background to the AIE Regulations
Aarhus Convention

AIE Directive

Irish legislation



Aarhus Convention
• The Aarhus Convention was adopted in June 1998 in the Danish city of Aarhus

• The fundamental objective of the Aarhus Convention is “to contribute to the protection

of the right of every person of present and future generations to live in an environment

adequate to his or her health and well-being”

• The focus of the Aarhus Convention is the promotion of public participation in

environmental decision-making

• It is recognised that for effective public participation, the public must be informed, hence

the need for access to information



Pillars of the Aarhus Convention

Pillar I Access to Information

Pillar II Public Participation in Environmental Decision Making

Pillar III Access to Justice



Pillar 1 – Access to Information
Article 4

sets out how a public authority should deal with a request for 

environmental information

Article 5

deals with the collection and dissemination of information



Pillar 1 – Access to Information

Complaints under either Article 4 or 5 can be made to the Aarhus 

Convention Compliance Committee (ACCC)

Onus is on each public authority to ensure that they meet the 

requirements of both articles on AIE



Ireland and the  ACCC
• Ireland ratified the Aarhus Convention in June 2012.

• It has been subject to the Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee 

since September 2013.

• Our mission is to ensure Ireland is fully compliant with the AC. Public 

authorities must play their part.  



Pillar 1 – Access to Information
Article 9(1) of the Aarhus Convention sets out the access to 

justice provisions relating to AIE requests

In Ireland the review procedures provided are

• Internal review

• Appeal to the OCEI

• Appeal to the higher courts on a point of law



The AIE Directive - Directive 2003/4/EC 
• The Directive implements Articles 4 (Access to Environmental Information) and 5

(Collection & Dissemination of Environmental Information) of the Aarhus Convention

• The purpose of the Directive is to guarantee the right of access to environmental

information held by or for public authorities

• At EU level, it is possible for a member of the public to complain about Ireland’s

compliance with the AIE Directive to the EU Commission



AIE in Ireland
• European Communities (Access to Information on the Environment) Regulations 2007,

came into force on 1 May 2007.

• The Regulations were amended in 2011, 2014 and again in 2018.

• All pieces of legislation are to be read together and to be construed as one and can be

referred to as the European Communities (Access to Information on the Environment)

Regulations 2007 to 2018





Some Points to remember
• The AIE Regulations may not be cited in a request

• Public authorities have a duty to assist

• Possible to establish contact and often narrow / simplify the request

• Be mindful of the timelines – respond as soon as possible – at the latest within one month

• Proactive dissemination of information promotes openness and transparency and can 

significantly reduce AIE requests



What’s next?

• Revised AIE Regulations

• Meeting of the AIE Officers’ Network Group



Conclusion why it is important?
• To promote transparency and open Government

• To reduce the workload on public authorities

• Public awareness is increasing



Conclusion why it is important?

• International reputation - fulfil our duties under EU law

• To ensure full compliance with the Aarhus Convention and 

minimise communications to the ACCC



AIE Team in DECC
Aoife Joyce

Aoife.Joyce@decc.gov.ie

Orlagh Kehoe

Orlagh.Kehoe@decc.gov.ie



Thank You

Orlagh Kehoe, DECC

28th April 2021


