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15th March, 2022
Ashley Glover,
aglover@gmail.com
Re: AIE request 009- 2022
Dear Ashley,
I refer to your request which you made under the European Communities (Access to Information on the Environment) Regulations 2007 to 2018 (S.I. No. 133 of 2007, S.I. No. 662 of 2011, S.I. 615 of 2014 and S.I. No. 309 of 2018) (hereafter referred to as the AIE Regulations) for access to records held by the National Parks and Wildlife Service, a constituent part of the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage relating to 
2021 data for the number of bog plots being cut in raised bogs in Special Area of Conservations (SACs) and Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs)

How the number of plots cut is related to Ha / volume of peat extracted in each SAC/NHA

Any NPWS or 3rd party analysis conducted on or from the data collected, or reports produced from this data

Most recent flyover / aerial monitoring photos for each SAC/NHA flown in 2021

Summary of Decision
I made a decision on your request on 15th March. I have identified one record to which I have decided that you should be granted access in full. This is in respect of 2021 factual data for the number of bog plots being cut in raised bogs in Special Area of Conservations (SACs) only.  By way of further explanatory note to the above, the number of plots cut is not related to Ha / volume of peat extracted in each SAC,  the above record does not encompass NHAs and the sole NPWS analysis conducted on or from the data collected, or reports is contained in the report now being released.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the case of most recent flyover/aerial monitoring records for SACs flown in 2021, consisting of a single cache of photographs generated by aerial monitoring from two rounds of flights I have decided that this cache should be refused under the AIE Regulations pursuant to Article 8 and Article 9 as follows:
8. A public authority shall not make available environmental information in accordance with article 7 where disclosure of the information—
(a) would adversely affect—
(i) the confidentiality of personal information relating to a natural person who has not consented to the disclosure of the information, and where that confidentiality is otherwise protected by law,
9. (1) A public authority may refuse to make available environmental information where disclosure of the information requested would adversely affect—
 (b)  the course of justice (including criminal inquiries and disciplinary inquiries),
I have specified above the Article of the AIE Regulations under which the partial refusal has been made. 
Public interest test 
Furthermore, in accordance with Article 10(3) and 10(4) I have weighed the public interest served by disclosure against the interest served by refusal of your request. I have determined that the public interest would not be served by disclosing the information you request for the reasons set out for the refusal. 
Right of appeal
Under Article 11 of the AIE Regulations you have a right to request an internal review of this decision. An internal review involves a complete reconsideration of the matter by a member of the staff of the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage unconnected with the original decision, of the same or higher rank than the original decision-maker, who may affirm, vary or annul the original decision.  
If you wish to request an internal review, you can do so by writing to Laura Butler, AIE Officer, referring to this decision, quoting the AIE reference number. This request must be made within one month of the date of receipt of this decision. The decision of an internal review will be communicated to you within one month of receipt of your request for an internal review.
Please contact me at conor.omalley@housing.gov.ie if I can assist you in any matter relating to your request.
Yours sincerely,
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Conor O’Malley
Assistant Principal,
National Parks and Wildlife Service
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An Roinn Tithiochta,

Department of Housing,
Local Government and Heritage





