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7 March 2022 
 
Mr Ashley Glover 
aglover@gmail.com 
 
 
Re: Your email to OIC of 7 February 2022 (concerning your request to the Central Statistics 
Office (CSO) to publish livestock data by townland), and 
 
Your email to OIC of 16 February 2022 (concerning your request to the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) for publication of the national database of unregulated waste 
disposal sites (illegal dumps) 
 
 
Dear Mr Glover, 
 
 
I refer to your correspondence to this Office dated 7 February and 16 February 2022 in 
relation to the Open Data Directive as described above. 
 
As you are aware, the Directive was implemented in Ireland by SI 376 of 2021 - European 
Union (Open Data and Re-use of Public Sector Information) Regulations 2021.  
 

 Regulation 7(2) provides that, where possible and appropriate, public bodies and 
public undertakings shall produce and make available documents to which the 
Regulations apply in accordance with the principle of “open by design and by 
default”. 

 Regulation 6(1) provides that a person may make a request in a legible form to a 
public sector body to release documents for re-use, and that such a request shall 
clearly indicate that it is being made for the purpose of the re-use of public sector 
information. Regulation 6 also sets out the obligations on a public body or public 
undertaking when processing requests for re-use. 

 Regulation 15(1) states that a person may appeal to the Appeal Commissioner where 
a public sector body decides— 

(a) to refuse to allow a requester to re-use a document, 
(b) to refuse to grant an exclusive right to a requester to re-use a document, 
(c) to allow the re-use of a document but subject to a proposed charge being 
paid which the requester believes does not accord with the requirements of 
these Regulations in setting the amount of the proposed charge, or 
(d) to allow the re-use of a document subject to imposing conditions, 

 
In other words, there is a route of appeal to this Office in respect of requests under 
Regulation 6. However, there is no right of appeal in terms of the obligations imposed by 
Regulation 7. From a close examination of your requests, they do not appear to me to be 



 

 

valid requests for re-use under the Regulations. Therefore, this Office has no remit to review 
these matters.  
 
In the interest of completeness, I should also state that while the Open Data Directive 
imposes certain obligations on public sector bodies in relation to making documents 
available by design and default, the Directive and the Regulations do not comprise an access 
regime. As the Commissioner has stated in previous decisions, “a right of access to a 
document is an essential precursor to the right to re-use such a document. Rights of access 
to documents are generally defined by national legislation, and not by the PSI Regulations.”  
 
It is, of course, open to you to make requests for access to the records sought, e.g.  under 
FOI or AIE. Once a right of access has been established, you may then wish to make a re-use 
request to the bodies concerned. 
 
A copy of this letter has been sent to the CSO and the EPA. As we cannot review these 
matters, our files on these matters are now closed. 
 
I hope that this clarifies things. You can also visit our website at www.oic.ie for further 
information about re-use of public sector information. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Bernie Kelly  
Office of the Information Commissioner  
01 639 5689 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.oic.ie/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


