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Approvals Section, 
Forest Service, 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, 
Johnstown Castle Estate, 
Co. Wexford, 
Y35 PN52. 
 
06

th
 January 2020 

 
Re: Alleged Illegal Felling in the vicinity of Recorded Monument - WM009-036 settlement deserted – 
medieval - along the Stoneyford River in Cavestown and Rosmead townland near Delvin, Co. 
Westmeath 
 
Dear  
 
Further to your email correspondence with  Senior Archaeologist/Forest Inspector 
Grade 1, on the 19

th
 of October 2020, concerning reported alleged illegal felling in the vicinity of 

Recorded Monument - WM009-036 settlement deserted – medieval,  an inspection of the site was 
carried out by myself, , Archaeologist Grade III, on the 04

th
 of November 2020 to 

ascertain the nature and extent of the archaeological issues (if any) which may have arisen as a result of 
the said works - specifically relating to the newly identified potential building platforms southeast of the 
Recorded Monument and close to the site of the alleged illegal felling. Please find my below report 
detailing my findings concerning the same. 
 
 
Background 
On the 16

th
 October, a report of tree felling (possibly in contravention of the Forestry Act 2014 and the 

Forestry Regulations 2017, as amended) along the  Stoneyford River in Cavestown and Rosmead 
townland, adjacent the N52, near Delvin, Co. Westmeath, was brought to the attention of the DAFM 
Senior Archaeologist/Forest Inspector Grade 1 –  - by the District [Forestry] Inspector 
covering County Westmeath –  – following the matter being brought to his attention by 
the NPWS Conservation Ranger –  – shortly beforehand. 
 
Following a desk-based investigation of the location by , it became evident ‘that although not 
within or contiguous to the RMP’s constraint circle per se [the works were] still in relative proximity to 
the RMP – a deserted medieval settlement (WM009-036) – and perhaps more critically one of the areas 
where tree felling taken place was immediately contiguous to what may be an outlying component of 
the earthwork complex, possibly a medieval house platform to the E of the river?’ (see Figure 1) 
 
It was subsequently determined by DAFM that the broader matter warranted investigation as a possible 
“Alleged Illegal Felling” (AIF) under the Act, and, as such,  it was considered appropriate for a DAFM 
Archaeology Team member to inspect the site and prepare a supplemental report on any archaeological 
issues that may have arisen as a result of it for our own and NMS, DCHG’s consideration. 
 
Recorded Monument Affected  
The Recorded Monument in question - Settlement Deserted – Medieval (WM009-036) - is listed on the 
Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) for County Meath (published in 1996) and the associated 
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description of has been published on the Historic Monument Viewer, further to its inspection by the 
Archaeological Survey of Ireland (ASI) of the NMS, DCHG, and is as follows:  
 
Situated in grassland with Stoneyford River 50m to E. The townland boundaries with Robinstown Great 
and Robinstown Little adjoin the W & N sides of the earthwork complex respectively. The Stoneyford 
River forms the E boundary of the site. This is a series of earthworks, rectangular enclosures, banks & 
fosses (max. dims. 180m N-S; 130m E-W) enclosing an area of 2 hectares. In the NW corner of the 
complex there is a square shaped earthen platform (dims. 14m), and adjoining this at E there is a 
rectangular platform (dims. 22m N-S; 30m E-W) enclosed by a shallow fosse and outer bank. To the S of 
these enclosures are three rectangular fields or small paddocks enclosed by earthen banks, with a raised 
track way, running NE-SW along the S perimeter. On the W of this earthwork is a shallow U-shaped ditch 
(Wth 4.3m) with outer banks (H 0.7m) which runs to S, then turns E to meet the River Stoneyford which 
may be the remains of a possible mill race or water drainage ditch. This encloses an area of cultivation 
ridges aligned E-W. Some of the features in this field may be related to post-1700 drainage while others 
may be associated with possible settlement.  
 
The earthworks relating to the settlement are clearly visible on a number of sets of modern Aerial 
Photography, particularly on the Bing Aerial Photography 2012 (Figure 1). A sketch of the monument 
was included on the RMP file (Figure 2), showing many of the features described above. The earthworks 
are not depicted on any editions of the historic Ordnance Survey of Ireland (OSI) (Figure 4-5), however 
the line of the possible mill race identified by the ASI is shown on the first edition (1840) OS map as a 
narrow drain. This section of the mill race is not shown on any subsequent editions. 
 
As already noted in the initial correspondence from the DAFM Senior Archaeologist, the alleged felling 
works fall outside the Zone of Notification of the Recorded Monument as depicted on the RMP maps 
(Figure 2) , with the nearest evidence of tree felling being c.180m southeast of the Zone. However, the 
possible mill race identified by ASI extends beyond the Zone of Notification towards the southeast, 
coming in much close proximity to the works in question (Figure 4). Furthermore, as also mentioned, a 
series of sub-rectangular ‘platform’ earthworks – potentially representing outlying settlement, relating 
to the RMP or otherwise -  are visible on Aerial Photography along the northern bank of possible mill 
race, in much closer proximity to the felling works (Figure 1). 
 
Inspection by the Archaeology Team of the Forest Service  
I visited the site on Wednesday, 04th November 2020 with my colleague and District [Forestry] 
Inspector , who was carrying out his own inspection into the alleged felling works as 
reported by . 
 
I first inspected the Recorded Monument itself to familiarise myself with the surviving known 
archaeology in the area. I found that many of the features described by the ASI above were easily 
identifiable on the ground and seemingly in a good state of preservation (Figure 6). From here I followed 
the line of the possible mill race, as depicted on the first edition OS map and aerial photography, 
towards the location where the alleged illegal felling took place. Again the line of the mill race was 
identifiable on the ground in the field to the west the Stoneyford River. However, from the eastern side 
of the river, the line of the mill race becomes less obvious (Figure 7), and it is likely to have been 
disturbed by the significant drainage works along the existing field ditches in this area. It is unclear when 
exactly these drainage works were carried out, but it was unlikely to have been very recent (Figure 8). 
 
East of the river, evidence of recent felling became apparent. Most of the felled trees appeared to be 
either sycamore or ash and were not densely concentrated, often being isolated or in small clusters. In 
many instances they stumps had been left in situ, thus minimizing ground disturbance. According to the 
District Inspector’s report, these works had been carried out around March 2020. The felling areas 
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themselves had been subject to some amount of natural regeneration/grass growth since, however the 
locations where felling had occurred were, by and large, easily identifiable. The nearest felling site to the 
(conjectural) line of the possible mill race was c.15m away. This consisted of what was likely an isolated 
sycamore/ash tree (Figures 9). There was no evidence of any archaeological structures, features, 
deposits, or artefacts in the ground disturbed by the felling.  The conjectural line of the mill race 
extended from here in a general easterly direction towards a deep field ditch running southeast to 
northwest (Figure 8). Further felling of sycamore and ash trees had occurred along the edges of this 
ditch, which appeared to have been widened/deepened at some stage in the recent past. There was no 
evidence that the felling impacted any archaeologically sensitive material. 
 
Some 35m northeast of the line of the possible mill race were the set of earthworks visible on the Bing 
Aerial Photography, which consisted of a pair of denuded, but obviously raised, sub-rectangular 
platforms (Figure 10-11), which were in turn identified as having potential archaeological significance, 
possibly being house platforms relating to the nearby Recorded Monument (WM 009-036 – Settlement 
Deserted – Medieval). A sketch plan of the earthworks is included below (Figure 12).  
 
Possible Platform 1 
The possible ‘house’ platform to the northeast is sub-rectangular in shape, comprised of earth, and has 
internal dimensions of c.25m southwest-northeast by 15m northwest-southeast. It is enclosed by a 
shallow fosse and outer bank (total width; c.4-5m). There is no obvious fosse/bank to the northeast of 
the platform. A raised track way appears to run to the southwest of the platform, on the opposite side 
of which is another earthwork, described below. At the eastern edge of the platform it appears as 
though a small amount of scrub or a bushes has been removed recently (Figure 13), possibly relating to 
the nearby felling works, however ground disturbance was minimal and  inspection of the same did not 
reveal any archaeological structures, features, deposits, or artefacts. 
 
Possible Platform 2 
This earthwork is located to the southwest of ‘house’ platform 1, is a roughly square shaped slightly-
raised earthen platform (dims. 16m), with a shallow fosse (width: c.5m). There were a number of stones 
piled to the west of Platform 2, however none appear to have been worked and there were no obvious 
architectural or masonry fragments in the same (Figure 14). This is likely to be a result of field clearance. 
 
The nearest obvious instances of trees being felled in the vicinity of the platforms were a loose grouping 
of mature trees, some 10-15m to the southeast (Figure 15). It did not appear that the roots of these 
trees had been pulled up and there was no sign of any significant ground disturbance on or near the 
newly identified earthworks. An inspection of each location did not uncover any archaeological 
structures, features, deposits, or artefacts in the ground disturbed by the felling. Further south a 
number of sycamore and ash trees had along been felled along the verge of the field boundary ditch, 
some 30m plus from the earthworks in question. As described above, there also appeared to have been 
some very small scrub removal on Platform 1, however there does not seem to have been any 
significant ground disturbance associated with the same.  
 
 
 
Damage to the Recorded Monument or other archaeological features. 
As noted, there is a strong possibility that the earthwork platforms identified by the DAFM Senior 
Archaeologist along the line of the possible mill race are archaeologically significant, either as an 
outlying settlement relating to the known Recorded Monument to the northwest, or archaeological 
structures in their own right.  
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However, the alleged felling works do not appear to have directly impacted any of these newly 
identified features or structures, with the nearest instance of felling being either a single tree or a very 
small cluster of trees located some 10-15m away, which do not appear to have been uprooted. 
Inspection of the specific felling spots revealed no evidence of structures, features, deposits or artefacts 
of archaeological significance.  
 
As such, it does not appear that any archaeological material was damaged in advance of, during, or 
subsequent to the alleged felling works occurring. 
 
Recommended Archaeological Prescriptions: 
In his statement, the District inspector has recommended that a Replanting Order (pursuant to Section 
26 of the Forestry Act 2014) be imposed so as to require the landowner to replant a specified number 
and range of species of trees in lieu of the trees felled during the alleged illegal felling works.   
 
The senior management in DAFM has not decided definitively that this will be the course of action 
followed, if any.  
 
However, if a decision is made that this is the course of action to be followed, then the DAFM 
Archaeology Team will – 
 

a) Make an assessment and draft recommendations as regards the specific archaeological 
conditions that should be attached to the Replanting Order with a view to safeguarding any 
surviving archaeology in the vicinity and to ensure the identification, recording, further 
preservation and protection as appropriate, of any other archaeological remains (including low 
visibility or subsurface remains) that may exist within the site; and 

b) Notify to NMS, DHLGH, of this assessment and the draft recommended archaeological 

conditions and seek their agreement on the same or any proposed amendments, as well as 
any other comments or observations they may have to make in respect of the matter, 
prior to return to the DAFM Felling Section in Wexford. 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
________________________ 

 
Archaeologist Grade III
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Figure 1: Bing Aerial Photography showing the WM 009-036 – settlement 

deserted medieval, the outlying earthworks and the area of alledged illegal 

felling 
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Figure 2: Sketch plan of WM 009-036 settlement 

deserted medieval from the RMP file 
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Figure 3: RMP Zone of Constraint map 



 

….. 

8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: 1
st
 Edition Ordnance Survey Map 
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Figure 5: 25 Edition Ordnance Survey 
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Figure 6: WM 009-036 settlement deserted 

medieval from northwest 
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Figure 7: Line of the mill race to the east of the 

Stoneyford River 
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Figure 8: Field ditch to the southeast of the newly 

identified possible earthworks. 
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Figure 9: Isolated tree felling in the vicinity of the 

conjectural line of the mill race 
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Figure 10: Newly identified earthwork platforms 

(x2) from the southeast 
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Figure 11: Newly identified earthwork platforms 

(x2) from the northeast 
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Figure 12: Sketch plan of the newly identified 

possible earthwork platforms 
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Figure 13: Scrub removal in the vicinity of platform 

1 
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Figure 14: ‘Clearance’ stones at the northern edge 

of the platform 2 
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Figure 15: site of alleged illegal felling to the south 

of the newly identified earthworks 




