
                                                                                                         

 

Notes from RWMPO meeting with EPA Licensing Section re Closed Landfills 

CoAs 
 

Date: 15th February 2022 

Attendees:  

EPA: Warren Phelan, Catriona Collins & Ann Lucey. 

RWMPOs: Úna Fitzgerald EMR RWMPO & Carol Sweetnam CUR & SR RWMPO 

 

The EPA have asked us to bring the following to the attention of local authorities: 

 Prior to submitting a CoA application check that the landfill site meets the definition of a 

“closed landfill” i.e. a landfill site operated by a local authority for the recovery or disposal of 

waste without a waste licence on any date between 15th July 1977 and 27th March 1997. 

 

 Local Authority contact points - All communications with local authorities in relation to 

assessment of applications and the issuing of draft and final CoAs is via email. In order to 

ensure that all communications, relating to CoA applications, are received in a timely 

manner the EPA have requested that local authorities provide a monitored shared email 

address. 

 The EPA require updated monitoring data before they can commence assessment of a CoA 
application. Monitoring needs to be repeated at least once. 
Where a local authority undertakes monitoring while awaiting a decision on a CoA 

application the EPA have asked that this monitoring data is submitted as it becomes 

available. This will assist the EPA in assessing the application and remove the need to ask for 

same. 

  

 Some CoAs issued include a condition requiring that a gas pumping trial be conducted for 

the purpose of determining the quantity and quality of landfill gas. The EPA are currently 

considering requiring the results of such trials as part of the CoA application, such that the 

results can be taken into account in their assessment of the application and preparation of 

the CoA. We are awaiting further instruction from the EPA in this regard. 

  

 Following the issuing of a draft CoA the period for receipt of representations is set at 30 

days in the Regulations and there is no mechanism provided for in the legislation to extend 

the period. Therefore, it’s important to be aware that the EPA are not in a position to grant 

any extension of time for submission of representations. 

  



                                                                                                         

 The EPA are hoping to host webinar(s) later in the year to provide clarity to local authorities 

and consultants on requirements in relation to LFG treatment, gas pumping trials and 

application shortfalls etc. 

  

 

 


