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Attendees: Chair - Kerry County Council;  
EPA – 2 attendees;  
Forest Service; 
Coillte; 
DHLGH; 
Water of LIFE;  
LAWPRO – 6 attendees;  
Wicklow County Council; 
Irish Water; 
IFI;  
DAFM – 2 attendees;  
NPWS;  
OPW;  
Donegal County Council 

Apologies: Ayo County Council; OPW; Forest Services; LAWPRO; Irish Water. 

 

Item 
No. 

Agenda Item & Brief Summary of Item Outcomes 
and Actions 

1 Minutes of meeting held on 8th July 2021  

Minutes were proposed by LAWPRO. There were no matters arising. 

 

 

2 Overview of the draft River Basin Management Plan (DHLGH) 

• Minister Noonan launched the plan in September 2021 and the public 
consultation is open until 31st March 2022. The DHLGH acknowledges 
the participation of the organisations involved in the development of 
the plan and the work of LAWPRO in communicating the plan and 
setting up the virtual consultation room. 

• The Programme of Measures is based on trying to achieve at least 
Good Ecological Status in our waterbodies by 2027. 

• Agriculture is the most common significant pressure impacting 
waterbodies followed by hydromorphology, forestry, urban waste-
water and urban run-off. Overall number of waterbodies impacted by 
agriculture and hydromorphology has increased since the second cycle 
by 223 and 442, respectively. It must be noted that the improved tools 
for hydromorphology assessments may be contributing to the 
increase. Decreases in the number of waterbodies impacted by urban 
waste water and forestry since second cycle are welcomed.  

• Areas of focus of the draft plan include  
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- Continued investment in water and waste-water infrastructure 
through IW and the rural water programmes;  

- Reduction of fertiliser loss from farmland into water;  
- Protect functions to prevent further deterioration of water 

quality through improved land management and;  
- Restoration of water bodies e.g. by removing barriers to fish 

passage. 

• High level of ambition in the plan for 3rd cycle. Key considerations 
include:  

- Nitrates Action Programme submission – a need for 
strengthened compliance and enforcement. 

- Use existing information in targeting agricultural inspections in 
the right place for water quality. Use integrated joined-up 
thinking. 

- For hydromorphology, there are multiple pieces of legislation 
in place but these are not designed to deal with WFD 
objectives and need to be consolidated. There is a need to 
revisit the current regulation systems. 

- Water sensitive urban design 
- 3rd cycle Areas for Action (Restoration and Protection): Need 

to make a place in the plan for Everyone. 
 

• Date for diary: 17th January 2022 (afternoon) Stakeholder workshop on 
the dRBMP 

3. Waters of Life – overview (Waters of LIFE) 

• Waters of LIFE presented an overview of the project as envisaged in 
the proposal which included project objectives, budget and project 
partners and where they are at with these actions.  

• Proposed steering committee has been selected. 

• Project has been delayed by 18 months due to Covid. Phase 1 (project 
establishment, catchment selection, design of monitoring programme 
and RBAPS) is now scheduled to end in Dec 2022.  

• The delay has allowed the project to align with CAP. 

• Phase 2 – implementation phase will take 5 years. 

• Progress on Actions:  
A1 - characterisation. External expertise has been assigned to draft 
scope of requirements. Based on this and in consultation with 
LAWPRO, it will be decided if external assistance is required. 
A2 – framework of measures and guidelines (delivery date July 2022). 
Working group to be established. 
A3 - catchment selection. 42 potential sub-catchments identified as 
demonstration catchments, reviewed by the EPA in Oct. Pearl Mussel 
Project areas were excluded. 
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• Project office location has been established in Croom, Co. Limerick 

• Staff recruitment ongoing. 

• Next steps: A shortlist of 10 – 12 sub-catchments to be developed 
taking CAP into consideration. Carry out catchment characterisation, 
site assessments, and local stakeholder engagement in shortlisted 
catchments. Select 5 demonstration sub-catchments and 1 control 
sub-catchment from the shortlist. To be completed by March 2022. 

• Water of LIFE also thanked the cooperation and support from LAWPRO 
on the project so far. 

 

4 Third cycle Blue Dots Catchment Programme (LAWPRO) 

LAWPRO gave a summary of the 3rd cycle RBMP and the Blue Dot Catchments 
Programme:  

• Public consultation is open and submissions are welcomed up to end 
of March 2022. The final plan will be published approximately six 
months after this point. 

• LAWPRO’s work in 3rd cycle Areas for Action will commence once the 
final plan is published.  

• The focus in 2022 is on closing out the 2nd cycle work programmes.  

• The profile of significant pressures impacting on Blue Dots has changed 
based on 3rd cycle characterisation undertaken by the EPA: 
1. Hydromorphology 
2. Agriculture  
3. Forestry  

 

• The Blue Dot Communications and Engagement Strategy will focus on 
engagements with the forestry sector as it was the no. 1 significant 
pressure from 2nd cycle.  

• For agriculture, the focus has been on influencing the CAP Strategic 
Plan. In particular promoting the prioritisation of Blue Dots in the 
Cooperation Project Areas. 

• The draft RBMP has a measure for 46 Catchment Plans to be produced. 
LAWPRO will develop a template for the Catchment Plans and Blue 
Dots will be incorporated into this template. 
 

EPA commented that we need to keep adapting and asked if we have any 
information on the practices that are causing declines from LAWPRO’s work on 
the ground. Are there any immediate findings where we can get the Protect 
function working?  
 
The Chair commented on enforcement and suggested that we do not see 
enforcement as the end of the chain. Need to think about intervening at earlier 
phases before enforcement comes about. 
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NPWS commented on the need to consider our wetland, peatland and other 
water dependant habitats in addition to the river and lakes, particularly those 
which are not Natura sites. It was emphasised that there is a need for us all to 
overlap our efforts. 

5 Blue Dot Scientist Updates (LAWPRO) 

• Blue Dot scientist met with Catchment Assessment teams to discuss 
Blue Dots in PAA’s. Analysis is at an early stage, but the aim is to 
gather information on the issues and pressures.  

• Local Catchment Assessment is complete in 34 blue dot waterbodies. 
18 Blue Dots referrals have ASSAP referrals, 10 Protect referrals for 
forestry and 6 referrals for Other agencies.  

• The main pressures identified by LCA were Hydromorphology, 
Agriculture and Forestry (split almost evenly). 

• Blue Dot scientist has been involved in delivering training courses 
(Certificate in Environmental Planning Legislation and Catchment 
Science and Management course) where specifc information about 
Blue Dots was delivered. 

• The Blue Dot Award will be launched in Jan 2022 (€10,000 available) 
as part of the Community Water Development Fund. The aim is to 
bring attention to and reward projects in Blue Dot areas. 

• Blue Dot scientist has been involved in the Waters of Life IP (Action 
A1 – data processing for characterisation and, Action A3 – map 
generation of catchments) 

• There is work ongoing on a blue dot catchment booklet with 
Streamscapes in the Coomhola catchment. The first edition will act as 
a template for future booklets on Blue Dots. 

•  

 

6 Blue Dot Logo (LAWPRO) 

 

• The Blue Dot logo has been used by LAWPRO and externally where it 
has been used on signage in the Luggala Estate in Wicklow, notifying 
walkers that are entering environmentally sensitive areas. Luggala are 
engaged with LAWPRO on their Environmental Management Plan. 
 

 

7  LEADER Programme (LAPWRO) 

 

• LAWPRO gave a presentation on the LEADER training which is being 
carried out by the Communities Team throughout the country. Leader 
is important in promoting rural environmental awareness and 
community ownership. Many citizens have been trained as citizen 
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scientists and are now regular recorders for National Biodiversity Data 
Centre. 

• LAWPRO to continue working with LEADER with an increased focus on 
high status objective waterbodies. 

8 Feedback from implementing bodies (open floor) 

• It was proposed that ASSAP, give an update at next meeting on 

ASSAP’s work in Blue Dots. 

• Coilite asked about protect forestry referrals – LAWPRO and the 

Forest Service to talk about protect referrals at next meeting. 

• EPA asked if an update on Red Dots could be included at next 

meeting. 

LAWPRO to 
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9 AOB 

• None 

 

 

10  Next meeting: 24th March 2022  

 


