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9 LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL 

9.1 Introduction 
This section of the EIS addresses the landscape and visual impacts of the proposed 
Barrow Blueway development. It includes a description of landscape policy in each of 
the counties Kildare, Laois, and Carlow.  Landscape character studies, values and 
sensitivity are also examined.   

 

The landscape of the area is described in terms of its existing character, which includes 
a description of the physical, visual and image units, landscape values and the 
landscape’s sensitivity to change. The visual impact assessment of the proposed 
development includes a description of the views to and from the site, the sensitivity of 
viewers, and includes a number (20) of representative viewpoints along the route and 
its environs. The potential impacts in both landscape and visual terms are then 
assessed. 
 
To clarify issues raised in the Further Information Request, this chapter refers to a 
number of historic features and landscapes in terms of the existing landscape, 
however the effect of the proposed development on the setting of historic landscapes 
and features of cultural heritage is assessed in Chapter 10 Cultural Heritage. This is 
line with the GLVIA (2013) guidance which notes that “…the sharing of relevant baseline 
information should not be confused with the need for separate cultural heritage 
appraisals such as historic landscape characterisation and assessment or historic 
townscape appraisals, or there will be a danger of both double handling and 
inappropriate judgements by non-experts. It is particularly important that 
responsibilities are clear in considering any effects on the settings and views for 
historic buildings, Conservation Areas and other assets. …” 
 
In general the existing towpath passes adjacent to a number of historic structures and 
the historic characteristics of the towpath are evident and are included in the 
description of the character and referred to throughout the chapter. 

9.1.1 Statement of Authority 
This chapter has been prepared by a qualified Landscape Architect, Evelyn Sikora BA 
MA MILI, who holds Corporate Membership of the Irish Landscape Institute, with over 
six years’ experience as a Landscape Architect. She has worked on landscape and 
visual impact assessments for a variety of projects of various scales throughout 
Ireland. These projects experience includes landscape and visual assessment for a 
range of other projects including road schemes, flood relief works, quarries, harbour 
developments, infrastructural, solar energy, wind energy and residential 
developments.  

9.1.2 ‘Do-Nothing’ Scenario  
In the ‘Do Nothing scenario, the proposed project will not proceed. The Barrow 
Waymarked Trail will remain in its present condition. It is expected that the area would 
continue to be managed and utilised as a recreational and amenity area.  

9.1.3 Proposed Development 
The proposed development comprises: the development of a multi-use shared leisure 
route (Blueway), approximately 115 kilometres (km) in length, on the existing 
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navigation towpath, which is a National Waymarked Trail. This will include tailored 
surface finishes, information, directional, and safety signage, and all other associated 
ancillary works. The route commences in Lowtown, County Kildare, passes through 
County Laois and finishes in St. Mullins, County Carlow. Approximately 47km of the 
route is in County Kildare, 16km in County Laois and 52km in County Carlow.  
 
 Upgrade and re-surfacing of existing Barrow Way towpath and track to a multi-

use leisure trail along Grand Canal (Barrow Line) and River Barrow (Barrow 
Navigation). 

 Localised road widening (approximately 1.5km)  
 Provision of 26 no. road crossings and interfaces for pedestrian and cyclists 
 Provision of signage and information boards 
 Provision of passing bays at certain locations along the route 
 Construction of new pedestrian footbridges at Athy and at Rathangank 
 Construction of cantilevered path at Bagenalstown 
 Replacement of railings and gates at selected locations 
 Construction of fencing  
  Construction of railings at selected locations (as indicated on the drawings) 
 Replacement of timber mooring posts  
 Bank repairs and edge protection works at 3 no. locations at Milford 
 Resurfacing of car parks at 11 no. locations and 2 new proposed car parks at 

Rathangan, Co. Kildare and on L39321-0 near the M7 road bridge Co. Kildare 
 Other associated ancillary works 

 

9.1.4 Alternatives Considered  
Alternative options were considered as outlined in Chapter 2 and are outlined here with 
reference to potential landscape and visual effects.  This involved the consideration of 
various routes, path surfaces, and widths. As discussed in Chapter 2, and Chapter 3, 
and Appendix 1-1, some changes were made to the route following the Further 
Information Request. These also contain detail and justification for the path width and 
surfacing.  
 
Proposed path surfaces vary throughout the route (Type A to Type D), with the majority 
of the route surfaces in Type A - unbound surface. This is considered suitable for a 
variety of reasons, including the rural nature of the majority of the route. A grass 
surface, reinforced using a plastic grid to inhibit erosion, was considered for a number 
of locations. However experience shows that the establishment and maintenance of 
grass turf in such a surface is susceptible to local conditions often resulting in an 
unsightly patchy surface which is uneven for both cycle and foot traffic. The Type A 
(unbound) is considered to have the least landscape and visual impacts. This is also 
depicted in a number of photomontages.  
 
The design path width of 2.5m has been selected based on safety, operation, economic 
and environmental effects and sustainability. It is justified on the basis of the largely 
rural setting and the need to minimise the environmental impacts and also negate 
disproportional construction costs for the proposal. The preferred standard width of 
2.5m may be locally reduced at 'pinch points' where existing fixed infrastructure would 
make the provision of a 2.5m wide path disproportionally expensive. These areas will 
be kept to an absolute minimum. The selection of a 2.5m wide path has also been 
informed by the fact that Waterways Ireland has already developed other Blueway 
Trails along the North Shannon, the Shannon Erne Canal and the Royal Canal which 
have a preferred path width of 2.5m, which have proven fit for purpose.  
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The rationale for path surfacing and width is referred to in The Preliminary Design 
Report, in Appendix 3-3 of this EIS. It is also referred to in Appendix 1-1, the Further 
Information Request Response document.  
 

9.1.5 Study Area  
The study area for the Landscape and Visual Assessment was defined following the 
desk study and again following site visits and an examination of the proposed works.  

 
The proposed works as outlined above, include the upgrade of the existing canal 
towpath and river bank walk, as well as associated works. Therefore, the study area 
for the landscape and visual impact assessment includes the Grand Canal and River 
Barrow itself, as well as lands immediately on both sides of the navigations, including 
areas where the proposed works will be visible or have a potential landscape or visual 
impact.  
 
The proposed works are located along the existing Barrow Waymarked Trail, which 
runs along the Grand Canal (Barrow Line) and River Barrow from Lowtown, Co. Kildare, 
to St. Mullins, Co. Carlow.  

 
The nature of the proposed Blueway and associated works encompasses the 
surrounding topography and the landscape context.  Therefore the Study Area extends 
on both sides of the navigations and takes in the immediate features, views and 
prospects and areas from where the proposed works will be most visible is considered 
appropriate (including, for example, bridges).  In certain areas vegetation and the level 
of the topography restrict views to and from the canal and river corridors considerably.  
It is likely that the majority of views of the proposed works will be available from the 
immediate vicinity of the proposed route.  
 
This follows the updated Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
(GLVIA) Guidance, referenced below, which proposes that the level of detail in the 
landscape baseline studies should be “appropriate and proportionate to the scale and 
development. The Guidelines also state that for the landscape baseline, the aim is to 
provide an understanding of the landscape in the area that may be visually affected.  

9.2 Methodology and Assessment Criteria 
This section broadly outlines the methodology used to undertake the landscape and 
visual assessment of the proposed development, and the guidance used in the 
preparation of each section.  There are four main sections to the assessment: 
 

 Outline of guidance and methodology  
 Baseline Assessment – existing landscape, including policy, existing 

landscape character and sensitivity 
 Nature and visibility of the proposed development 
 Assessment of potential effects 

9.2.1 Guidance  
In 2000, the Department of the Environment and Local Government built on this 
document by producing ‘Landscape and Landscape Assessment: Consultation Draft of 
Guidelines for Planning Authorities’, (DoELG, 2000)  which recommended that all Local 
Authorities adopt a standardised approach to landscape assessment for incorporation 
into Development Plans and consideration as part of the planning process. 
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Ireland signed and ratified the European Landscape Convention (ELC) in 2002.  This 
Convention introduced a pan-European concept which centres on the quality of 
landscape protection, management and planning. The Department of Arts, Heritage 
and the Gaeltacht published a National Landscape Strategy for Ireland in 2015.  The 
Strategy aims to ensure compliance with the ELC and contains six main objectives, 
which include developing a national Landscape Character Assessment and Developing 
Landscape Policies.  
 
Although the DoELG guidance remains in draft form, this section of the EIS has been 
based on the landscape character assessment guidelines presented in this document, 
while the assessment of landscape and visual effects is based on the GLVIA (2013) 
guidance.  A range of other guidelines are also incorporated into the preparation of this 
landscape and visual impact assessment. The list of guidance documents consulted 
includes: 
 

 Landscape and Landscape Assessment: Consultation Draft of Guidelines for 
Planning Authorities’, (DoELG, 2000) 

 Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (The Landscape 
Institute/Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment, UK, 2013), 

 Photography and photomontage in landscape and visual impact assessment 
Landscape Institute Advice Note 01/11, 2011) 

 EPA Guidelines on the information to be contained on Environmental Impact 
Statements (EPA 2002 and Draft version EPA 2015)  

 EPA Advice Notes on Current Practice in the preparation of Environmental 
Impact Statements (EPA, 2003 and Draft version EPA 2015).  

 Guidelines on the Information to be contained in Environmental Impact 
Assessment Reports – Draft August 2017 ‘(EPA 2017).  

 

9.2.2 Baseline landscape and visual information 
In order to carry out this assessment, an initial desk study was undertaken.  This 
identified relevant policies and guidelines, both at national and local level. This 
includes policies on landscape and landscape character assessment, designated 
landscapes, and scenic routes and views. As the route passes through several 
counties, the policies of each county were studied. The Study Area and its environs are 
described in terms of Landscape Character Areas and types as identified in ‘Landscape 
and Landscape Assessment: Consultation Draft of Guidelines for Planning Authorities’ 
(Department of the Environment and Local Government, 2000), and as defined in the 
relevant County Development Plans.  
 
A number of site visits were conducted in summer and winter 2016 and summer 2017 
to gain familiarity with the Study Area and, in particular, the areas where key works 
are to take place, to assess the landscape character and verify the extents of the Study 
Area. Photographs illustrating the landscape attributes and notes on landscape 
features and views of the Study Area were taken.  

9.2.3 Visibility of the proposed development 
The visibility of the proposed development is described by the use of site photos which 
record the existing condition and any views in to and out of the study area.  

9.2.3.1 Viewpoint locations (Photo locations)  
The identification of photo locations is an important step in the process of visual impact 
assessment.  The locations of viewpoints for photographs (described further in Section 
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9.6) were informed by the nature of the proposed development, the landscape context, 
maps and aerial images, with actual visibility being verified on the ground.  

 
In addition, a number of photomontages representing the likely visual effects of the 
development were prepared. These images were taken using a Canon EOS 600D 
camera on a tripod at approximately 1.65 metres in height, to represent the average 
viewer height. (Note: Viewpoints 1a, 1b, 7a, 7b of the pedestrian bridges at Athy and 
Rathangan were undertaken by the consultants preparing these drawings.)The 
proposed photomontages were produced based on the details on planning drawings 
(included in Appendix 3-1) and give an accurate impression of the likely appearance of 
the proposed works.  
 
These photographs were taken at varying locations along the proposed route. The 
selection of locations for photomontages is designed to give a representative range of 
views of the proposed development and the various types of works which are proposed. 
The choice of viewpoints (photo locations) is influenced by both the view available and 
the type of viewer. This includes designated views and landscapes, as well as the views 
from local settlements, amenity areas, and populated areas.  
 
The photomontages assist in the assessment of visual impacts. The selection of 
viewpoint assessments aims to provide perspectives from a variety of locations and 
representing various users.  This follows Guidance contained in the Guidelines for 
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (GLVIA) Guidance.   

9.2.4 Assessment of Potential Impacts 

9.2.4.1 Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, though related, can be described 
separately. Descriptions based on the LI/IEMA Guidelines on Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment (2013) define each as follows:  
 
Landscape Impact Assessment: This can be described as deriving from changes to the 
physical landscape and which may result in changes to the landscape character and 
how it is experienced.  It can also describe changes to the landscape as a resource.  
 
Visual Impact Assessment: This relates to the changes in the composition of views 
available to groups of people as result in changes to the landscape, including human 
response to the change and the overall changes to visual amenity. 
 
The potential impacts of the proposed development, in terms of visual and landscape 
impact, are informed by the desktop study, the site visit which outlines current visibility 
from chosen viewpoints and an assessment of the proposed works. The impact 
assessment is also assisted by the production of photomontages which show the likely 
appearance of the proposed works. The assessment of impacts uses the terminology 
recommended by the EPA (2002/3) as outlined in Chapter 1 Introduction.  

 
The landscape character and sensitivity of the Landscape Character Areas, as well as 
the sensitivity of visual receptors, are used to inform the assessment of the sensitivity 
of the receiving environment. The sensitivity of the landscape receptors, along with 
the magnitude of the change, results in a balanced assessment. Further details on 
the impact assessment methodology for both landscape and visual elements are 
presented in Section 9.6.  
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9.2.4.2 Cumulative Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
As per the GLVIA guidelines, Cumulative impacts in this context can include other 
examples of the same type of development, other types of development proposed 
within the study area. In this case, projects include the following types of development, 
which are include in Chapter 2, Section 2.4.2: 
 

 Existing and proposed walks and trails and cycleways 
 Developments immediately in or adjacent to the waterway corridor 
 Ongoing maintenance within the site boundary 

 

9.3 Landscape Policy Context  
The landscape policy context changes along the route as it runs through the counties 
of Kildare, Laois and Carlow. This section describes the relevant policies and objectives 
relating to landscape character, visual amenity, open space and recreation to each 
county. A brief reference to Kilkenny landscape policy is also included.  

9.3.1 Kildare County Development Plan 2017 -2023 
The Kildare County Development Plan 2017-2023 contains policies and objectives 
relating to recreation and amenity, which include policies relating to landscape 
character, sensitivity, designated views and scenic routes as well as policies relating 
to Green Infrastructure. The County Development Plan also contains designations 
named Areas of High Amenity, which are areas of outstanding natural beauty and/or 
unique interest. The Plan also includes a Landscape Character Assessment.  

9.3.1.1 General Landscape Policies and Objectives 
Section 14.8.1 of the Plan includes general landscape policies are included as 
follows: 
“It is the policy of the Council to:  

LA 1: Ensure that consideration of landscape sensitivity is an important factor 
in determining development uses. In areas of high landscape sensitivity, the 
design, type and the choice of location of proposed development in the 
landscape will also be critical considerations.  

LA 2:Protect and enhance the county’s landscape, by ensuring that 
development retains, protects and, where necessary, enhances the 
appearance and character of the existing local landscape.  

LA 3: To require a Landscape/Visual Impact Assessment to accompany 
significant proposals, that are likely to significantly affect:  

-Landscape Sensitivity Factors 

-A Class 4 or 5 Sensitivity Landscape (i.e. within 500m of the boundary) 

-A route or view identified in maps 14.2 and 14.3 (i.e. within 500m of the 
boundary) 

LA 4: Seek to ensure that local landscape features, including historic features 
and buildings, hedgerows, shelter belts and stone walls are retained, 
protected and enhanced where appropriate, so as to preserve the local 
landscape and character of an area, whilst providing for future development.” 
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LA 7: Be informed by consideration of the County  
Landscape Character Appraisal. 
 

Objectives for landscape which are relevant are as follows: 
 

It is an objective of the Council to: 
 
LO 1 Have regard to the Landscape Sensitivity  
Factors in the vicinity of sites in the consideration of any significant 
development proposals. 
 
LO 2 Ensure landscape assessment will be an important factor in all land-use 
proposals. 
 
LO 3 Investigate the feasibility of preparing a Landscape Conservation Area 
Assessment within the county to identify any area(s) or place(s) within the 
county as a Landscape Conservation Area, in accordance with the  
Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended). 
 
LO 4 Protect the visual and scenic amenities of County Kildare’s built and 
natural environment. 
 
LO 5 Preserve the character of all important views and prospects, particularly 
upland, river, canal views, views across the Curragh, views of historical or 
cultural significance (including buildings and townscapes) and  
views of natural beauty.  

 
LO 6: Preserve and protect the character of those views and prospects 
obtainable from scenic routes identified in this Plan, listed in Table  
14.5 and identified on Map 14.3. 

 
LO 8 Prepare further detailed guidance in relation to views and prospects 
available along scenic routes occurring within the boundaries of Local Area 
Plans. 

 
LO 10 : Review and update the County Landscape Character Assessment in 
accordance with all relevant legislation and guidance documents and to 
ensure consistency with the forthcoming National Landscape  
Character Assessment. 
LO 11Prepare a Historic Landscape Characterisation of the county. 

 

9.3.1.2 Other Policies relevant to the proposed development  
Section 13.0.1.2 of the Plan refers to policies relating to the Inland waterways, and 
the following policies are relevant:  
 
It is the policy of the Council to: 

CR 7: Facilitate, where appropriate, the provision of cycle-ways or walkway 
along the extent of the canals and watercourses in the county in co-operation 
with landowners, Waterways Ireland, Government Departments and other 
Local Authorities. 
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CR 11: Support and promote public access to upland areas, rivers, lakes and 
other natural amenities which do not endanger the conservation of such 
natural amenities 
 
RAO 13: Develop long distance walking routes throughout the county including 
along: − The Royal Canal − The Grand Canal − The River Barrow 
 

 
 

Green Infrastructure 

Section 13 .10 of the Plan relates to Green Infrastructure. The Plan notes that 
the Green Infrastructure network supports native plant and animal species and 
provides corridors for their movement, maintains natural ecological processes 
and biodiversity, sustains air and water quality and provides vital amenity and 
recreational spaces for communities, thereby contributing to the health and 
quality of life of residents and visitors to the county. 

GI 1: Ensure the protection, enhancement and maintenance of Green 
Infrastructure and recognise the health benefits as well as the economic, 
social, environmental and physic value of green spaces through the integration 
of Green Infrastructure (GI) planning and development in the planning process 

GI 7: Promote a network of paths and cycle tracks to enhance accessibility to 
the Green Infrastructure network, while ensuring that the design and 
operation of the routes respect and where possible enhances the ecological 
potential of each site. 

GI 18: Contribute towards the protection of and manage the natural, historical 
and amenity value of, the county’s waterways and to strengthen a network of 
waterways at a regional level. 

9.3.1.3 Landscape Character Assessment of County Kildare 
 

A Landscape Character Assessment was carried out for County Kildare in 2004. This 
Assessment identifies some 14 Landscape Character Areas (LCAs) and also 
categorises these into four types of landscape, based on similarities within these areas.  
 
The study area for the Barrow Blueway along the Grand Canal Barrow Line, runs 
through two LCAs in County Kildare. The northern section runs from Lowtown through 
the LCA 13 of Grand Canal from Lowtown to Monasterevin. From Monasterevin to south 
of Clogheen, and from the Laois border south of Ballymanus Bridge to Milltown Bridge, 
short sections of the study area lie within LCA 6 Southern Lowlands. From Milltown 
Bridge to Ballybought (south of Athy) the study area straddles the boundary between 
LCA 6 Southern Lowlands and LCA 12 River Barrow. Figures 9.1a-9.1e depict the 
Landscape Character Areas in the vicinity of the study area.  
 
 The Landscape Character Assessment also includes an assessment of sensitivity for 
each LCA, which is assessed as either Low, Medium or High, Special or Unique, rated 
1-5 in numerical terms. The sensitivity of the various Landscape Character Areas is 
illustrated on Figures 9.2a-9.2e and discussed further below in Section 9.3.1.4 
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LCA 13 Grand Canal  
This LCA is described in the Assessment as an extensive water corridor which is divided 
into two at Sallins, and further divided into three at Robertstown. The canal corridor of 
the Barrow Line is described as easily accessible by local roads and towns established 
along the canal banks include Roberstown and Rathangan. Smooth terrain and even 
topography characterise the corridor and it is described as passing through 
pasturelands and boglands, with some sections of natural vegetation. Some 
landscaping occurs where it passes through urban areas, while canal locks are 
distinctive features of this corridor. Some long distance views are available from 
bridges and views of upland areas are also available from some areas. The assessment 
notes that the topography is generally gentle, with some long distance views.  
Vegetation tends to be low but there is some shelter vegetation, including forestry, 
along the canal corridor. Views of the canal are available from local roads and viewing 
points on bridges along the corridor and the generally enclosed visual quality and 
distinctive character of water corridors is noted.  

 
This LCA is considered to be High Sensitivity, as it is considered that it is of high quality 
and that these landscape elements are highly sensitive to certain types of change. Note 
the Development Plan does not specifically allocate a Landscape Sensitivity.  
 
LCA 6 Southern Lowlands  
Two short sections of the study area run through this Landscape Character Area, from 
Monasterevin to just south of Clogheen, and another section from the border with Laois 
south of Ballymanus Bridge to Milltown Bridge. However this LCA also runs adjacent 
to the study area, bordering the River Barrow LCA, south of Athy. This LCA is described 
as an extensive lowland area, with the River Barrow and Grand Canal running along 
the western quarter. The topography is described as generally flat with low lying 
vegetation allowing long distance views. Land uses are mainly tillage and there are 
large areas of pastureland, with some coniferous and deciduous plantations. The 
Assessment notes that water corridors are generally enclosed, however many views of 
the canal corridor are available from the local roads and the viewing points on bridges.  
 
This LCA is considered to be Low Sensitivity (Class 1) in the Development Plan. This 
landscape is considered to be robust and tolerant to change and which has the ability 
to accommodate development pressure.  

 
LCA 12 River Barrow  
The study area suns through this LCA in two areas, one at Monasterevin, and one from 
Milltown Bridge to Ballybought south of Athy. The river valley is characterised by its 
floodplain levels and gentle slopes of deciduous trees with a slow progression to 
pasture lands. Running along the Barrow Way, the riverbanks are predominately 
grassland, although sometimes there is a transition of natural vegetation. Medium to 
large tillage fields with hedgerow boundaries are also common to the river valley. The 
terrain is generally even with long distance views of mountains – the Chair of Kildare 
hills and the Eastern Uplands and the Wicklow Mountains being discernible to the east. 
 

The settlements of Monasterevin and Athy are also in this LCA. At Monasterevin this 
intersects with LCA 13.  The terrain is generally even with some long distance views. 
Critical landscape factors include the gently topography and smooth terrain which 
allows some long distance views of the water corridor.  
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The path of the River Barrow is largely accessible by road. Views of the river are 
available from local roads and viewing points. The Assessment also stated that River 
Valleys are generally visually enclosed and highly localised areas of distinctive visual 
character.  
 
This LCA is considered in the current Plan to be of Special Sensitivity (Class 4) as it is 
considered that it is one of a number of areas with low capacity to accommodate uses 
without significant adverse effects on the appearance or character of the landscape 
having regard to special sensitivity factors. 

 

9.3.1.4 Landscape Sensitivity 
The Kildare Development Plan 2017-2023 plan contains some information relating to 
Landscape Sensitivity, and assigns a sensitivity level of 1-5 to landscape character 
areas, 1 being Low and 5 being Unique. The River Barrow LCA is assigned a rating of 
4(Special Sensitivity).  Figure 9.2a-9.2e illustrate landscape sensitivity in the study 
area.  
 
Landscape Sensitivity was assigned to each Landscape Character Area. The Plan 
states that it is important to note that it is possible to have a wide variation in local 
conditions which can significantly increase or decrease sensitivity. However the Plan 
identifies dominant sensitivities within each area, determined by the presence or 
absence or dominance of ‘sensitivity factors’. Table 14.1and 14.2 of the Plan includes a 
list of the LCAs and their sensitivity. The Plan defines sensitivity as: 
 

Landscape sensitivity is a measure of the ability of the landscape to 
accommodate change or intervention without suffering unacceptable effects 
to its character and values. It is determined using the following factors: slope, 
ridgeline, water bodies, land use and prior development.  

However it is important to note that sensitivity, as defined by the GLVIA (2013) relates 
not only to the landscape susceptibility and value, but also to the type of development 
proposed. The Plan includes, in Section 14.4.2, a list of land uses in relation to Principle 
Landscape Character Areas, however the nature of the proposed development is not 
represented in these land uses.  

 

9.3.1.5 Areas of High Amenity 
As well as identifying areas of landscape character and assigning landscape sensitivity, 
the Plan also identifies a number of Areas of High Amenity. These are so classified 
because of their outstanding natural beauty and/or unique interest value and are 
generally sensitive to the impacts of development. These areas are as follows: 
 
 The Curragh and Environs 
 Pollardstown Fen 
 The River Liffey and the River Barrow Valleys  
 The Grand and Royal Canal Corridors 
 East Kildare Uplands 
 
Two of these areas are relevant to the proposed development. The study area is located 
primarily in the Grand Canal (Barrow Line) corridor, but the River Barrow corridor 
intersects with the study area at Monasterevin, where the canal runs in an aqueduct 
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over the River Barrow. However, a more detailed discussion of views to and from the 
Barrow Line, based on site visits, is included in Section 9.5 below.  

 
The Grand and Royal Canal Corridors 
The Kildare Development Plan 2017-2023 describes the canals as extensive water 
corridors that flow through the county. The Grand Canal flows in an east to south-west 
direction and divides in Sallins into the Naas and Corbally Branch, and is further divided 
into three branches at Robertstown; the Milltown Feeder, the Barrow Line and the 
continuation of the Grand Canal into County Offaly. The Plan notes that the canal 
corridors and their adjacent lands have been landscaped and enhanced along the 
sections where the canals flow through urban areas. Canal locks are described as 
distinctive features of these water corridors.  
 
The Plan notes that the smooth terrain, generally gentle landform and low canal bank 
grassland that characterise the canal corridors.  This allows vistas over long distances 
without disruption, where the canal flows in a straight-line. Consequently, 
development can have a disproportionate visual impact along the water corridor and 
can prove difficult for the existing topography to visually absorb development. The 
occurrence of natural vegetation and coniferous / mixed plantations adjacent to the 
water corridors can have shielding and absorbing qualities in landscape terms, by 
providing natural visual barriers.  
  
Canal corridors are described potentially vulnerable linear landscape features, as they 
are often highly distinctive in the context of the general landscape. In some cases, 
landscape sensitivities may be localised or site-specific. 

 
The River Liffey and the River Barrow Valleys  
A short section of the study area includes the River Barrow Valley, where they intersect 
at Monasterevin. The Development Plan describes the River Liffey and River Barrow 
valleys as areas of significance in terms of landscape and amenity value and as such 
are sensitive to development. They are characterised by smooth terrain and low 
vegetation with extensive upland views (i.e. the Chair of Kildare to the west and the 
Eastern Uplands to the east; distant views including the neighbouring Wicklow 
Mountains).  The topography is such that it allows vistas over long distances without 
disruption along the river corridor. As a result, development on the banks of the rivers 
can have a disproportionate visual impact, due to an inherent inability to be visually 
absorbed. However, the undulating topography occurring within the river valleys 
provides physical shielding and has the potential to visually enclose the built form 
within the river valley, where it does not break the skyline.  
 
Shelter vegetation exists along some stretches of the valleys with the presence of 
natural and native woodland that grows on the floodplains of the rivers, as well as by 
conifer plantations in adjacent lands. This vegetation has a shielding and absorbing 
quality in landscape terms. It can provide a natural visual barrier as well as add to the 
complexity of a vista, breaking it up to provide scale and containment for built forms.  
 
Many views of the river valleys are available from local roads and from viewing points 
located along the valleys. While river valleys represent potentially vulnerable linear 
landscape features, as they are often highly distinctive in the context of the general 
landscape, in certain circumstances landscape sensitivities may be localised or site-
specific.  
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9.3.1.6 Scenic Routes and Protected Views  
Scenic Routes and protected views are described as valued and important views and 
prospects, and are listed in Table 14.2 and Map 14.3 of the Plan. These are also included 
in Figures 9.3a-9.3e.  The Plan recognizes the need to protect the character of these 
views and routes, but also acknowledges that in certain circumstances, some 
development may be necessary.  
 
The Kildare County Development Plan includes views which are categorised in one of 
two ways; either views to and from waterways (which are primarily located on bridges) 
or views to and from hills. Of the two, the views from waterways and bridges are 
relevant to this project. 

 
Views in the Study Area are both to and from these bridges and are along the route 
of the existing Barrow Waymarked Trail, and several of these are represented by 
Photomontages.  
 
 GC 11 – Fenton Bridge, Lowtown 
 GC 15 -  Haberton Bridge, Littletown 
 GC 16 – New Bridge, Littletown 
 GC 17 – Skew Bridge, Ballyteigue North 
 GC 18 – Huband Bridge, Grangeclare West 
 GC 21 - Milltown Bridge, Milltown 
 GC22 - Ballyteigue Bridge Ballyteigue 
 GC23 - Glenaree Bridge, Glenaree 
 GC 24 – Rathangan Bridge, Rathangan (See Photomontage 1) 
 GC 25 - Wilson’s Bridge, Kiltahgan North  
 GC 26 - Ummeras Bridge, Ummeras More (See Photomontage 2) 
 GC 28 - High Bridge, Old Grange – (See Photomontage 3) 
 GC 35 – Clogheen Bridge 
 GC 34 - Milltown Old Bridge 
 GC 36 - Bunberry Bridge 

 
Three of these views are represented by Photomontages 1, 2, 3 in Section 9.5. 
The following policies apply to Watercourse and Canal Corridor Views: 
 
It is the policy of the Council to:  
 

WV 1: Curtail any further development along the canal and river banks 
that could cumulatively affect the quality of a designated view. 

 
WV 2: Preserve and enhance the scenic amenity of the river valleys and 
canal corridors and the quality of the vistas available from designated 
views. 

 
WV 3 ; Prevent inappropriate development along   canal and river 
banks and to preserve these areas in the interests of biodiversity, built 
and natural heritage and amenity by creating or maintaining buffer 
zones, where development should be avoided 

 
The following policies apply to Scenic Routes. It is the policy of the Council to:  
 

SR 1: Protect views from designated scenic routes by avoiding any 
development that could disrupt the vistas or disproportionately impact on the 
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landscape character of the area, thereby affecting the scenic and amenity 
value of the views.  

 
SR 2: Review and update all Scenic Routes and Views in the county during the 
lifetime of the Plan (Tables 14.5 – 14.10 refer). 

 

9.3.2 Laois County Development Plan 2017-2023 
A small portion of the study area (approximately 16 kilometres in length) is located 
within Co. Laois, south of Clogheen to south of Ballymanus Bridge. A further short 
section south of Athy, from Ballybought to north of Grangemellon, is also in County 
Laois. Therefore, relevant policies and designations from the Laois County 
Development Plan 2017-2023 are listed below.  

9.3.2.1 Landscape and related Policies   
Chapter 7 of the Plan notes that several natural heritage features cross the border with 
other counties.  It also states that the management and sustainable development of 
these natural resources depends on close cooperation between the relevant 
authorities. There are also a number of policies which relate to public rights of way and 
recreation as well as particular policies relating to the Barrow, such as Policy WW1, 
and these are contained in Chapter 2, Section 2.3.5. 
 
The Plan also contains references and a number of policies relating to Green 
Infrastructure: 
 

NH9: Conserve, enhance, manage and protect, facilitate, improve the green 
infrastructure network, in consultation with relevant stakeholders and develop 
new Green infrastructure by recognizing the synergies that can be achieved 
with regard to the protection and management of heritage.  

 

9.3.2.2 Landscape Character Assessment  
The Laois County Development Plan includes a Landscape Character Assessment. This 
assessment has identified seven Landscape Character Types (LCTs). The Study area, 
where it is in County Laois, is located within an LCT known as River Corridors and 
Lakes. This Assessment is contained in Appendix 2 and referenced in Section 7.19of 
the Development Plan.  

 
River Corridors and Lakes 
The Landscape Character Assessment, which is contained in Appendix 2 to the Plan, 
describes a number of key river corridors, and refers specifically to the Grand Canal – 
Barrow Way. The Plan describes this as entering into the north-eastern part of the 
County and following in a southerly route from Jamestown onto Vicarstown.  
 
The Plan goes on to describe the canal as primarily a product of 19th Century industry 
and commerce.  It goes on to state that it now acts as a major tourist resource providing 
a range of recreation opportunities including walking, cycling, water sports and fishing. 
The Plan also notes that the canal has proposed NHA designation though it is located 
in very close proximity to the River Barrow & Nore SAC. 
 
Section 7.19 of The Plan contains a number of policies for this Landscape Character 
Type, a number of which are relevant to this chapter and are as follows: 
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It is the policy of the Council to: 
 

LS17  Recognise  the  importance  of  river  corridors  for  scenic  value,  ecol
ogy,  history,  culture  and  for  recreational  purposes such as walking, cyclin
g and various on‐water activities;    

 
LS19 Preserve riverside historic features and their landscape settings.  
Conserve valuable habitats focused on and around river corridors and estuari
es including European and national designations;  

 
LS21 Continue and encourage the improved management of field boundaries 
such as hedgerows and stonewalls and hunting copses/ wooded copses;  

 
LS22 Reinforce the appearance of urban fringe areas adjacent to river corrido
rs;   

 
  LS23 Develop transcounty tourism river linkages;    
 

LS28 In partnership with the National Parks and Wildlife Service, Waterways I
reland and other 
relevant stakeholders facilitate public access to waterway corridors. Maintain
 and enhance the natural character of rivers, lakes and  canals by reserving l
and to facilitate walking, cycling and other non‐
noise generating recreational activities;   
 
  LS29 Encourage new developments in urban/built up areas, to front onto riv
ers/canals and where possible develop new public walkways along rivers and
 canals; 

9.3.2.3 Amenity Views and Prospects 
The Laois County Development Plan contains a number (13) of views and prospects, 
but none of which are within or close to the study area. The closest view is 
approximately 5.5 kilometres west of the study area.  

9.3.3 Carlow County Development Plan 2015-2021 
A length of approximately 52 kilometres of the Study Area is located in County 
Carlow. The policies and designations of the Carlow County Development Plan 2015-
2021 are included below. 

9.3.3.1 Landscape and related Policies   
 
River Barrow and other potential Linear Open Spaces 
Section 8.10.5 of the Plan notes that the River Barrow is described in the Plan as having 
huge potential for open space and recreation. The river bank and floodplains are 
described as largely undeveloped, with the exception of certain locations in urban 
areas. The Plan also notes that there is potential to link the space along the River 
Burren to the River Barrow walking route.  
 
The Barrow Corridor is described as a significant natural asset to County Carlow with 
great potential for tourism and recreation, subject to a sustainable approach. The 
enhancement of the Barrow Way is also specifically mentioned. The Corridor provides 
particular opportunity for: 
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 Boating and cruising development  
 Nature and Wildlife Sites of interests  
 Cultural tourism  
 Activities along tourism trails  
 Enhancement of the Barrow Way and South Leinster Way Trail and walks along 

old railway lines such as the Borris Viaduct  
 Fishing and Angling  

 
Rec – Objective 2 states that: 

 All proposals for new cycling or walking routes should be assessed in 
accordance with appropriate  
 

Outdoor Recreation in the Countryside 
The Plan states that the Council will normally permit development proposals for 
outdoor recreational use in the countryside where all the following criteria are met:  

 
  It will not result in damage to sites of nature conservation importance or 

features of the archaeological and built heritage  
 It will not result in the loss of the best and most versatile agricultural land  
 It will not cause harm to the appearance and character of the local landscape 

and can be readily absorbed into its surroundings by taking advantage of 
existing vegetation and /or topography  

 The amenity of the people living nearby or the enjoyment of other countryside 
users is not adversely affected by the nature, scale, extent, frequency or timing 
of the recreational activities proposed including any noise likely to be 
generated  

 Any ancillary built development is small in scale, designed to a high standard 
and sympathetic to the surrounding environment in its siting, layout and 
landscape treatment  

 Consideration is given to access to the proposed facility by means of transport 
other than the private car  

 The local road network can safely handle the extra traffic the proposal would 
generate and satisfactory arrangements are provided for access, parking, 
drainage, litter and sewage  
 

 Walking Routes 
The Plan notes the publication of the Irish Trails Strategy, which outlines the benefits, 
including significant economic benefits, of recreational trails. The Plan states that 
there is potential to form an interconnecting network of routes along these 
watercourses. It also notes that other existing routes along the River Barrow, River 
Slaney and River Burren could be extended to provide links between towns and other 
settlements. A number of routes within Carlow are mentioned, including the following 
trails: 
 

 South Leinster Way 
 Borris Viaduct 
 Clongrennan Loop 
 Oak Park Regional Park   

 
The following objective (Rec - Objective 3) states that: 
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 It is the intention of the Local Authority to identify, promote and maintain a 
series of walking routes and to link these to a strategic network of trails into 
the county  

 It is the intention of the Local Authority to research and map the existing 
network of traditional paths used for leisure purposes with the intention of 
determining the legal basis and status of their use and identify gaps or 
enhancements needed to link such walks into towns and villages  

  It is the intention of the Local Authority to work with development agencies, 
landowners, other legal occupiers and potential users, to develop a 
sustainable policy on the use of walking routes throughout Carlow  

 
Cycling Routes 
Section 8.11.11 of the Plan notes that the Carlow and Kilkenny Local Authorities, under 
the National Cycle Network (NCN) programme, have provided a dedicated 35km road 
cycle route between Carlow and Kilkenny, located on the R448/R712.  This starts on 
the Northern edge of Carlow town and links to the network of routes in Carlow town, 
and also links into the Barrow Way, connecting at Milford Lock.  It also connects at 
Rathvindon lock which provides access to Leighlinbridge. The Barrow Towpath 
intersects with the South Leinster Way at this point. The cycle path then continues to 
the Royal Oak, Mhuine Bheag, (Bagenalstown) Borris onto St Mullins, and from there 
to Kilkenny City, through Paulstown.  

 
The following Policy - Rec – Policy 5 – states that it is the policy of Carlow County 
Council to:  
 

 Encourage the development of facilities that are accessible to those who walk 
and cycle  

 Work with other Local Authorities, agencies and organisations to provide a 
network of walking routes throughout the county  

 Require that development along rivers set aside land for pedestrian routes that 
could be linked to the broader area and any established settlements in their 
vicinity, subject to screening for potential impacts on European Sites in 
accordance with the EU Habitats Directive  

9.3.3.2 Amenity Views and Prospects 
The Carlow County Development Plan contains 71 protected views and 24 Scenic 
Routes. These are included in Appendix 6 of the Development Plan, the Carlow 
County Landscape Character Assessment, including the relevant views and 
prospects, are included in Figures 9.3a-9.3e.   
 
The Protected views within or close to the Study area are as follows:  
 

 View 29: Leighlinbridge – view of river south of the R-705-24 (See 
Photomontage 12) 

 View 30: Leighlinbridge – view of river north of R705-24  
 View 33 Milford –view east, north of L3039-14 to River Barrow 
 View 43 Mhuine Bheag –view south from R705-42 
 View 46 Clashganny Locks – view from R729 (see Plate 9.32.) 
 View 47 Carriglead – view east towards Blackstairs from L3008  
 View 61 St Mullins – view southwest  to Barrow from L30083-64 

 
A number of photomontages are taken from these protected views. These include 
Photomontages 12 and 14. 
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9.3.4 Landscape Character Assessment of County Carlow 
The Landscape Character Assessment of Carlow identifies four main landscape 
character areas (LCAs). The study area includes part of the Central Lowlands LCA, the 
Killeshin Hills LCAs.  

 
Central Lowlands 
The study area passes through the Central Lowlands LCA in two locations – between 
north of and just south of Carlow Town. It also passes through this LCA from south of 
Goresbridge to St Mullins. This LCA is described as a level or gently rolling landscape 
which is predominantly fertile agricultural lands.  It is defined by low trimmed 
hedgerows and frequent mature hedgerows, with open views and vistas, notably on 
ridge farmland. 
 
Areas of grassland and low vegetation allow long distance views with a limited capacity 
to absorb developments unobtrusively. The character area contains most of the 
County’s designated habitats and listed buildings. The Assessment also notes that 
Landscape Character Types found within this LCA include both broad and narrow River 
Valleys, which include the Barrow River. The river valley is described as broad to the 
north of Carlow Town and again from south of Clogrennan to south of Goresbridge.  
 
The Assessment also described features of cultural and historic interest, some of 
which occur in the study area, along the River Barrow.  These include the Black Castle 
and bridge at Leiglinbridge and the settlement of St Mullins. The Assessment also 
notes that most of the County’s tourism features are located in this LCA. 
 
Recommendations include that tourism infrastructure should be carefully sited and in 
sympathy with the character of the landscape. 
 
Central Lowlands Killeshin Hills 
The study area, from south of Clogrennan Lock to south of Goresbridge, is located in 
the Killeshin Hills LCA. The Assessment describes this character area as lying on the 
western side of the County on the border with Counties Kilkenny and Laois and a short 
segment of County Kildare. The area is bounded to the east by the River Barrow Valley 
with the N90 skirting along the east side of the valley. The lands adjoining the river 
valley are gently undulating hills which ascend steeply to uplands adjoining County 
Kilkenny, the Castlecomer Plateau. There are extensive panoramic views of the entire 
County from the eastern slopes. 
 
The Assessment notes that within the Character area, the landscape character type 
includes Broad River Valley, which is the Barrow River corridor. In general, this LCA is 
more rural and has less settlements, heritage assets and tourist attractions than the 
Central Lowlands LCA.  
 
Sensitivity of these landscape character areas is on the higher end of the scale from 1-
5, with the study area varying from Category 4 (increasingly sensitive) to Category 5 
(most sensitive).  

9.3.5 County Kilkenny Character Assessment  
Although the proposed Barrow Blueway does not pass through Co. Kilkenny, the study 
area takes in both river banks, and south of Graiguenamanagh, County Kilkenny lies 
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across the river, and therefore the Landscape Character of these areas, as described 
in the document, is included in this section.  

  
The Landscape Character Assessment was carried out in 2003, and this identified four 
landscape character types, which are subdivided into 14 landscape character areas 
(LCAs) with some areas identified as being of special landscape character value and 
also identified features and areas of high landscape sensitivity.  

 
Landscape character areas and types are identified in Figure 8.2 of the Plan. The LCAs 
relevant to the study area are: 
 
LCA I - River Barrow 
The Landscape Character Assessment described this area as follows: 

 
The Barrow Valley is an extensive river valley flowing in a north-south pattern to the 
east of the County. Many local villages have become well established along the 
riverbanks, such as Graiguenamanagh and Goresbridge.   
The river valley is identifiable by its floodplain levels and slopes of deciduous trees with 
a slow progression to pasture lands. Running along the Barrow Drive, the riverbanks 
are predominately grassland. Large tillage fields with few inner boundaries are 
particular to this area. Estate landholdings are bounded by stonewalls and gateposts 
with large parcels of grazing lands within. 
 
The terrain is undulating with extensive views of mountains (Castlecomer, Freagh and 
Brandon Hills and South Leinster Way) and coniferous plantations (along Brandon Tow 
Path). Distant views also include the Blackstairs Mountains in Co. Carlow. 
 
The area is perceived as highly scenic as well as special and sensitive in landscape 
terms, providing significant visual amenity value to the County. Consequently it is 
considered to have tourism potential, particularly around Graiguenamanagh. 
 
The Landscape Character Assessment highlights the special landscape value of 
several of the Landscape Character Areas illustrated in Figure 8.2 – in particular 
Brandon Hill Uplands and the River Valley Areas of the Rivers Nore, Barrow and Suir 
have been identified as being highly scenic and visually pleasing, and as having 
significant visual amenity value and tourism potential within the county. 

9.4 Landscape Character 
Landscape character refers to the distinct and recognisable pattern of elements that 
occurs consistently in a particular type of landscape and how people perceive this.  It 
reflects particular combinations of geology, landform, soils, vegetation, land-use and 
human settlement.  This creates the particular sense of place found in different areas.  
The identification of landscape character comprises the identification of the physical 
and visual units.  
 
It should be noted that while the Landscape Character Assessments carried out for the 
various counties (i.e. Kildare, Laois, Carlow and Kilkenny) form an important part of 
the baseline for the landscape character, the landscape character of the Study area, 
which consists of the immediate environs of the canal and river corridor, is described 
in some more detail below.  
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9.4.1 Physical Unit 
The topography, vegetation and anthropological features on the land surface of an area 
combine to set limits on the amount of the landscape that can be seen at any one time.  
These physical restrictions form individual areas or units, known as physical units.  The 
character of these units can be defined by aspect, slope, scale and size.  A physical unit 
is generally delineated by topographical boundaries and is defined by landform and 
land-cover.   
 
The physical landscape unit in which this study area is located consists of a canal 
corridor from Lowtown to Athy and a River Corridor from Athy to St. Mullins. The river 
and canal flow through a variety of landscapes, but in general terms they consist of a 
canal corridor, a broad river corridor (to the north of Carlow town as well as to the 
south) and a narrower river corridor from south of Goresbridge to St Mullins.   
 
Landform 
Landform is the term used to describe the spatial and formal arrangement of 
landscape components as a natural product of geological and geomorphologic 
processes in the past, and refers primarily to topography and drainage.   
 
Lowtown to Athy   
The existing Barrow Waymarked Trail runs from Lowtown in Co. Kildare to St. Mullins 
in Co. Carlow.   From Lowtown to Athy, Co. Kildare, the route is along the Grand Canal 
(Barrow Line) and it runs through a number of settlements including Rathangan, 
Monasterevin, Vicarstown and Athy.  Apart from these, the landscape along the route 
is primarily that of rural agricultural areas. The landscape in the immediate vicinity of 
this area is relatively flat. The elevation ranges from 80-90 metres OD near Lowtown, 
to approximately 60 metres OD near Athy. Plate 9.1 shows topography near 
Monasterevin: 
 

 
Plate 9.1: Generally flat topography between High Bridge and Monasterevin, Co. Kildare 

 
In general, the topography of the study area is flat or slopes gently, but this is usually 
not perceptible when using the trail. Localised changes in level are apparent at locks 
and bridges Plate 9.2 below. .  



 Barrow Blueway –Environmental Impact Statement  
170526a–EIS- 2017.12.08 -F 

 

McCarthy Keville O ‘Sullivan Planning and Environmental Consultants  9-20 

 

 
Plate 9.2: Localised change in topography at Courtwood Bridge, Co. Kildare 

 
Athy to St. Mullins 
From Athy to St Mullins, the topography surrounding the river differs to that of the 
northern section. The elevation ranges from approximately 60 metres OD near Athy to 
approximately 10 metres OD at St Mullins, where the river lies in a steep-sided valley.  
 
 
While the localised river bank topography is relatively flat, the topography of a river 
valley is evident.  In certain areas, higher ground which borders the river valley is 
evident, as in Plate 9.3 below.  

 

 
Plate 9.3 : The broad river valley topography at Clogrennan Lock, Co. Laois 
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The topography of the study area changes noticeably south of Goresbridge, where the 
river valley becomes narrower, and there are steeper slopes on both sides of the river. 
This narrow river valley topography is evident as far as St. Mullins, with steep 
topography occurring close to the riverbank and existing trail at several locations 
including Clashganny, north of Graiguenamanagh and at St Mullins.  Plate 9.4 below 
shows the topography at Clashganny, where the ground rises sharply on the east bank 
of the river. 

 
Plate 9.4: The narrow river valley topography at Clashganny Lock, Co. Carlow 

9.4.1.1 Land-cover 
Land-cover is the term used to describe the combinations of vegetation and land-use 
that cover the land surface.  It comprises the more detailed constituent parts of the 
landscape and encompasses both natural and man-made features.  
 
The land-cover of the study area includes the waterway itself, the banks on either side, 
the existing Barrow Waymarked Trail and, in some cases, the land beyond these banks 
(e.g. where there is a building or settlement). Elements of landcover, which contribute 
to the overall character also include distinctive stone canal bridges, aqueducts and 
locks. In some areas, there are also views to the landcover in the wider landscape, 
particularly from bridges. The study area is approximately 115 kilometres in length and 
a variety in characteristics, including landcover, is to be expected. However, there are 
also certain similarities throughout the study area, in particular in terms of the existing 
Barrow Way trail itself.  

 
Lowtown to Monasterevin  
The section from Lowtown to Athy can be described in several sections. In general, the 
canal banks are vegetated.  The existing path, in some more urban areas a bound 
surface, and a grass surface in more rural sections. Hedgerows are present along the 
landward side for much of the study area and these provide some screening, especially 
where mature trees exist, though open views are present in many areas.  

 
From the northern end of the study area, from Lowtown to Ballyteigue, there is a 
considerable section of the canal bank with bound surfacing. The land around it ranges 
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from agricultural grassland to areas which are more built up around Lowtown.  In 
addition, some scattered houses and farms occur along the route. The landcover 
contributes to a slightly more urban character, as Plate 9.5 shows below, where bound 
surfaces are found on both sides of the canal and scattered buildings are evident in 
close proximity.  

 

 
Plate 9.5: View of the study area at Ballyteigue, Co. Kildare 

 
South of Ballyteigue to Glenaree and Rathangan, the study area traverses mainly rural, 
agricultural areas.  In some sections the path is close to, or across the canal from, 
existing local roads. The path surfacing is primarily grass, but with some sections of 
existing bound surface north of Glenaree Bridge. Several distinctive elements in this 
section include Ballyteigue castle, a number of bridges (Fenton Bridge and Glenaree 
Bridge) and a number of locks.  
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Plate 9.6: Rathangan bridge, with the Barrow Waymarked Trail in the background  
At Rathangan, the Barrow Waymarked Trail crosses the road and continues along the 
canal.  Here the landcover is more urban, with hard surfacing, roads and buildings, as 
shown in Plate 9.6 above. Views are available from the bridge. South of Spencer Bridge 
and lock, which are distinctive features of the area, the path again runs through rural 
agricultural areas.  
 

 
Plate 9.7: Existing Barrow Way trail near Ummeras Bridge, Co.Kildare 
 
Here the trail is mainly a grass surface with short sections of bound surfacing at 
Ummeras Bridge and McCartneys Bridge, as seen in Plate 9.6 above. Vegetation is seen 
along the canal banks and towpath but is relatively low, and the path here has a 
relatively open character. 
 
Moving towards Monasterevin, the Barrow Waymarked Trail consists mainly of a grass 
surfaced path, which partly encloses the canal corridor. Plate 9.8 shows the grass 
towpath, lined with trees, approaching High Bridge at Monasterevin.  
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Plate 9.8: Existing Barrow Waymarked Trail near High Bridge, Co.Kildare 
 
Monasterevin to Athy 
At Monasterevin, the canal corridor is more open as it passes through the centre of the 
town. Here the canal crosses the River Barrow, allowing good views of the surrounding 
landscape. A number of historic structures, such as the Lifting Bridge, Aqueduct, Lock 
25 and Skirteen Bridge are seen in close proximity and are important landmarks, as 
seen in Plates 9.9 and 9.10 below.  
 

 
Plate 9.9: Path along Aqueduct with Monasterevin Lifting Bridge, Co. Kildare 
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Plate 9.10: Path along canal south of amenity area at Monasterevin, Co. Kildare 
 
At Monasterevin, the study area also includes amenity areas in the town, which are 
near the canal, such as near Lock 25 and Skirteen Bridge, seen in Plate 9.8 above. 
South of Monasterevin to Vicarstown, the path runs through rural areas once again, 
although a section runs along a local road for a short time, where this passes under 
the M7 motorway. 
 

 
Plate 9.11: Barrow Way runs along local road under M7 motorway 
 
The towpath is again primarily grass, with areas of hard surfacing near the bridges and 
many sections are bordered with trees, as shown in Plate 9.12 below.  
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Plate 9.12: Path surface and surrounding enclosing vegetation south of Monasterevin 
 
Features of interest along this section include bridges and aqueducts such as 
Courtwood and Fisherstown Bridges, where the path narrows as it passes under the 
bridges and the Grattan Aqueduct which is shown in Photomontage 5.  
 
At Vicarstown there is a section of bound surface and some scattered buildings along 
the track.  Mooring facilities are also evident along the canal. A bridge carries the road 
over the canal and there is an amenity area on the south side of the bridge, as seen in 
Plate 9. 13 below. Mature trees are evident in this view and add to the character.  

 

 
Plate 9.13: Vicarstown – Barrow Waymarked Trail and mooring facilities, Co. Laois 
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From Vicarstown to Athy, the Barrow Way runs through rural areas and the route is 
primarily grassed surface.  From the section north and south of Vicarstown to south of 
Milltown Bridge, a local road runs along the opposite canal bank. 

 
Vegetation is present along both sides but ranges from high to relatively low and there 
are intermitted views to the surrounds.  Some single houses lie along in close proximity 
to the towpath on both sides, which become denser as one approaches Athy.  Features 
of interest include the Camac Aqueduct, Ballymanus Bridge, Milltown Bridge and 
Cardington Bridge. 

 
Athy to Goresbridge 
There is a bound surface from Lennon’s Bridge to Athy. At Athy, the landcover becomes 
more urban with buildings, bridges and locks being features of this area.  
 

 
Plate 9.14: Urban landcover at Athy Lock  
 
The Barrow Way runs through the centre of the town and crosses Augustus Bridge. 
There are a number of distinctive bridges which include Horse Bridge, included in 
Photomontage 8.  
 
Downstream of Lock 28 at Athy, the Grand Canal (Barrow Line) meets the Barrow River, 
as seen on Plate 9.15 below. From here, the character of the waterway and the banks 
change from the more obviously engineered linear feature of the canal, to a noticeable 
wider river which is more sinuous in nature. 
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Plate 9.15: Barrow River, Downstream of Lock 28, at Athy  
 

 
Plate 9.16: Barrow River, Downstream of Lock 28, at Athy 
 
Plate 9.16 above shows the Barrow Way south of Horse Bridge, where the river is wider 
and trees are an element of the landcover.   

 
South of Athy, the landcover is rural in nature and located in a broader river valley.  A 
short section of the Barrow Way, north of Fenton’s Bridge, follows a canal cut.  Here 
there are interesting features which include Fenton Bridge, Bunberry Bridge, 
Levistown Lifting Bridge and Levistown Lock. The path is primarily surfaced in grass 
as far as Maganey Bridge, where the path passes underneath the bridge which is 
another landmark, and is shown in Photomontage 9.  In general, trees and hedgerows 
are features of the river bank and in particular along the river south of Grangemellon.   
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Plate 9.17: Path south of Maganey Bridge, Co. Kildare 
 
South of Maganey, a bound access road runs south to Maganey Lock, as shown in Plate 
9.17 above. Hereafter, the study area extends through rural areas and a grass surface 
extends up to Montgomery Street, north of Carlow Town.  In the wider landscape, 
landcover consists of agricultural fields and areas of tree cover, in particular around 
Bestfield, north of Carlow town. Features of interest in terms of landcover include 
Maganey Lock and Bestfield Lock.  
 
At Carlow town, the study area switches from the eastern bank of the Barrow to the 
western bank and becomes more urban in character. It crosses the river, north of 
Carlow Town Park, and includes the riverfront area of the park itself and where 
landcover includes hard and soft surfacing and grassed areas.  
 

 
Plate 9.18: Carlow Town Park  
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South of Carlow town the path narrows and changes in surface to the south of Carlow 
Lock, with riverside vegetation a feature of the area. The image below also shows 
railings along the rear of houses.  
 

 
Plate 9.19: Study area south of Carlow Lock 

 
South of Carlow, the landcover consists of mainly grass track, with exceptions at areas 
such as Clogrennan Lock (Plate 9.20 below) where the Lock and residences are 
adjacent to the track. Features of interest include the Lock and the Gateway at 
Clogrennan, as seen in Plates 9.20 and 9.21 below. The Slieve Margy trail intersects 
with the Barrow Waymarked Trail south of Carlow Town.  

 

 
Plate 9.20: The Barrow Way at Clogrennan, Lock Co. Carlow 

 



 Barrow Blueway –Environmental Impact Statement  
170526a–EIS- 2017.12.08 -F 

 

McCarthy Keville O ‘Sullivan Planning and Environmental Consultants  9-31 

 
Plate 9.21: The Barrow Way at Clogrennan, Lock Co. Laois 

 
At Clogrennan and south of Clogrennan, the path is a grass surface and passes close 
to the local road in some areas, including at Milford. At Milford, trees are an important 
element of the landcover and there are many features of interest which add to the 
character, including the separation of the river and the canal.  This creates amenity 
areas with several landmark bridges, as shown in Plate 9.22 below: 

 

 
Plate 9.22 Amenity area, river, bridges and trees at Milford 
 
Along the canal, the path narrows considerably to an unbound surface with mature 
trees lining the banks. Photomontage 11 shows a view along the narrow canal bank. 
South of Milford, the path is primarily a grassed surface and the Barrow Waymarked 
Trail passes under two roads, the M9 and the R448 at Rathvinden.  
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At Leighlinbridge, the landcover is more urban and include a number of landmarks 
such as Leighlin Bridge itself and the Black Castle. The path crosses over the river and 
is hard surfaced for a short section. The path enters the town through an amenity area 
(as seen in Plate 9.23 below) and continues across the bridge and past the Black Castle, 
where there is a bound surface.  

 
Plate 9.23 Amenity area north of Leighlin Bridge 

 

Plate 9.24 View to path (to left and landcover south of Leighlin Bridge 
 

Plate 9.24 above shows the path and study area south of Leighlin Bridge, where it runs 
adjacent to the Black Castle.  The main elements of landcover being the river itself, 
bankside vegetation and mature trees. (This is a protected view in the Development 
Plan). Photomontage 12 shows the view adjacent to the Black Castle 
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South of Leighlinbridge, the Barrow Waymarked Trail continues along a grass surface 
to the east bank of the river to Rathellin Lock, and along to Bagenalstown.  Here the 
surface becomes a bound surface north of the town, as seen in Plate 9.25 below, which 
shows a vegetated verge, as well as trees  on both sides of the river. 

 

 
Plate 9.25 Path north of Bagenalstown  

 

 
Plate 9.26 Path north of Bagenalstown  

 
Through Bagenalstown the path follows the river bank along existing bound, gravel and 
concrete surfaces as far as Bagenalstown Lock.  The study area again becomes 
primarily rural in terms of landcover, with primarily agricultural land beyond the canal 
corridor.  However some areas of quarrying are evident in the wider landscape areas. 
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Features of interest include Upper Ballyellin Lock and the bridge and warehouses at 
Goresbridge. 

 

 
Plate 9.27 Path between Upper Ballyellin Lock and Goresbridge 

 
Goresbridge to St Mullins  
South of Goresbridge, the path travels underneath the bridge itself, as seen on Plate 
9.28 below. The village of Goresbridge is on the opposite bank of the river to the Barrow 
Waymarked Trail, but can be seen.  The character of the path and surrounds remains 
largely rural.  
 

 
Plate 9.28 Path underneath Gores Bridge 

 
South of Goresbridge, the Barrow Waymarked Trail continues south and features of 
interest include Ballytiglea Lock & Bridge, Borris Lock, Ballyellin Lock & Lockhouse, 
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Bunnahowan Bridge, Ballinagrane Lock and Clashganny. Vegetation is still evident 
along the track, as seen in Plate 9.23 below, and the surface includes areas which are 
paved but partly surfaced with grass. Vegetation, in particular trees, remain important 
features of the landcover, as seen in Plates 9.29 and 9.30 below.  
  

 
Plate 9.29 Landcover south of Goresbridge 

 

 
Plate 9.30 North of Clashganny Lock 
 
From Clashganny Lock to Graiguenamanagh, the river, vegetation, bankside trees, 
grass track and the tree-covered slopes on either side are noticeable features of 
landcover, as seen in Plate 9.30 above.  
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Plate 9.31 Vegetation and path north of Graiguenamanagh  

  
The Barrow Waymarked Trail continues along the east bank of the river and over the 
bridge at Graiguenamanagh, which is another noticeable element of landcover along 
the way, and gives good views Graiguenamanagh and Tinnahinch.  The study area 
includes the bridge crossing, surrounding buildings, and the car park along the quay 
and along towards Tinnahinch Lock. Another long distance National Waymarked Trail 
recreational trail, the South Leinster Way, runs from Graiguenamanagh east towards  
Brandon Hill and on to Inistioge. 
 

 
Plate 9.32 Stone Bridge at Graiguenamanagh  
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The landcover of the study area south of Graiguenemanagh to St Mullins consists of 
the wide River Barrow.  The grass trackway and mature trees are set in a distinctive 
tree-covered river valley as seen in Plate 9.33 and 9.34 below.  
 

 
Plate 9.33 Mature trees and grass track at Tinnahinch  

 

 
Plate 9.34 Tree covered slopes on both sides of the river valley between Tinnahinch and 
Carriglead 

 
Seen from the road, the landcover of the study area is dominated by deciduous tree 
covered slopes along the river valley. Other features of interest include Tinnachinch 
Lock, Carriglead Lock & Lock House and St Mullins Lock.  
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Plate 9.35 Trees and vegetation along river north of St. Mullins Lock  

 
North of St. Mullins Lock, the landcover remains dominated by the wide river Barrow 
itself, trees along both sides of the river and bankside vegetation in some cases. The 
path is grass surfaced until north of St Mullins lock and Lock house, which are shown 
in Plate 9.36 below.  

 

 
Plate 9.36 St. Mullins Lock and Lock House  

 
The Barrow Waymarked Trail reaches the mill in St Mullins, where the track passes 
through the car park, close to the St Mullins graveyard and other historic sites.  
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Land Use 
The primary land uses in the study area include recreation along the trail and 
waterways. There are some scattered buildings, including residences, along the route, 
and where the study area passes through towns and villages there are commercial and 
residential and some industrial lands uses. In the wider landscape, land uses consist 
of primarily agricultural lands with some extraction activities also evident.   

9.4.2 Visual Unit 
A visual landscape unit is defined by spatial enclosure and pattern, i.e. by landform and 
land-cover.  The limits of the views that are available from one particular site are 
therefore determined by the physical landscape, such as topographical and vegetation 
boundaries, and particularly in this case buildings and other man-made structures.   
 
From Lowtown to Athy, much of the canal corridor has a visual unit determined by 
vegetation which, apart from some exceptions, is generally found on both sides of the 
waterway.  This often creates a sense of enclosure. Where there are gaps in vegetation, 
views are available to the surrounding countryside and this occurs also as the route 
passes through towns and villages. In most cases these are not long distance views, 
but views are often available from bridges, particularly in the northern sections along 
the canal, where the canal bridges allow views across a flat or gently sloping 
landscape. From Athy to St. Mullins, the visual unit of the river is determined in some 
sections by vegetation, and in many areas, also by topography. The river is wider than 
the canal and therefore the visual unit, though largely linear along the river corridor, 
tends to be larger and in many cases takes in the sloping land to either side of the river 
valley. Views to and from the canal and river corridor as further discussed in Section 
9.6.  

9.4.3 Landscape Value  
In order to determine the landscape value, which feeds into the assessment of 
landscape sensitivity, and ultimately the likely significance of the effects, as outlined in 
the GLVIA (2013), assessments of landscape value for the study area were carried out. 
Landscape value includes designations such as scenic views and sensitivity 
designations found in Development Plans, as well as values which are attached to 
undesignated landscapes. A number of criteria were developed in order to assess the 
landscape values of the study area. These then contribute to the assessment of 
landscape sensitivity which is described in Section 9.6.1.  

 
  Table 9.1 Features of Landscape Value 

Feature Description
Landscape 
Designations 

Designations such as scenic views, scenic routes and 
areas of high amenity all indicate landscapes which are 
highly valued. There are a number of scenic views listed in 
the County Kildare and County Carlow Development Plans. 
Much of the study area in Kildare is designated as an Area 
of High Amenity.  In County Carlow, the study area 
sensitivity is high, with the sensitivity varying from 4-5. 
The signposted Barrow Drive route is also evidence of high 
landscape value.  

Landscape/Townscape 
Quality/Condition 

The condition of the landscape and townscapes of the 
study area is generally considered to be in good condition. 

Aesthetic Qualities Much of the Study Area has noticeable aesthetic qualities, 
reflected in the landscape designations. The scenic 
qualities are evident along much of the Barrow 
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Feature Description
Waymarked Trail and the scenic qualities of the Barrow 
River, in the study area south of Athy, are noteworthy.  

Wildness/Naturalness Though much of the canal corridor reflects man-made 
interventions, there is some sense of naturalness along 
the canal, from Lowtown to Athy, particularly as the track 
passes through rural areas which have a high proportion 
of vegetation. There is also a strong sense of naturalness 
along much of the River Barrow south of Athy. However, 
the study area would not be considered to have a sense of 
wildness – this would be found for example in a remote 
mountainous area 

Rarity Details on conservation interests and habitats are 
contained in Chapter 5 Flora and Fauna and in the Natura 
Impact Statement.  

Cultural Meaning A sense of cultural meaning arises where a site or 
features within a site are deemed to explain, represent or 
inspire cultural values. There are many features of 
cultural meaning in the study area, ranging from the canal 
itself, to features such as bridges, locks, lock houses. 
Other features include milestones along the towpath, as 
well as buildings of note, such as the Black Castle in 
Leighlinbridge. A detailed review of the cultural heritage 
is included in Chapter 10.  

Recreation Value The Barrow Way, as an existing National Waymarked Trail, 
has a high recreation value. The waterways are also used 
for boating and angling with a high recreation value. Other 
recreational trails include the South Leinster Way, and the 
Slieve Margy Way which intersect with the Barrow 
Waymarked Trail.  

 

9.5 Visibility of the proposed development  
This section of the EIS describes the views that are available from within the site of the 
proposed development.  It also describes the existing views towards the site from the 
surrounding area, with particular reference to views available from roads, houses and 
facilities or areas of amenity value. 

9.5.1 Views from the Study area 
Views to the study area are mainly linear and focused on the canal or river corridor, 
but with some exceptions. Along the Grand Canal, especially in the section from 
Lowtown to Ballyteigue, and in other areas, there are frequent open views where 
vegetation does not restrict views. In other areas, for example where the canal corridor 
is at a lower level than the surroundings, views are restricted by the topography. In 
many cases the canal corridor has vegetation on both sides which restrict views to the 
wider landscape and emphasises the linear views, as seen in Plate 9.37 below.  
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Plate 9.37 Restricted linear view of Barrow Line south of Monasterevin, Co. Kildare 

 
The canal bridges are important locations where there are often views of the 
surrounding countryside. Many of these are also protected views. Plate 9.38 below 
shows the view from Wilson’s Bridge, Co. Kildare.  

 
Plate 9.38 Protected view from Wilson’s Bridge, Kiltaghan, Co. Kildare 
 
South of Athy, along the River Barrow, vegetation again restricts views in many areas.  
This creates an enclosed river corridor.  However, the more winding nature of the river 
and the wider water corridor (in comparison with the canal) allows more views to the 
surrounding areas, and views of the surrounding river valley are often available, as 
seen in Plate 9.39 and 9.40 below.  
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Plate 9.39 View of wider river valley north of Graiguenamanagh 

 
Views from bridges are also important to gain a sense of the wider landscape and 
surrounds.  

9.5.2 Views to the Study area 
The views of the study area are most frequent when walking along the river or canal 
bank itself, or at the bridges which cross the waterway, as views can be restricted from 
outside the waterway corridor due to topography and vegetation.  Many of these bridges 
are located in settlements along the route, but there are also a high number of bridges 
outside the settlements.   
 
Parts of the Barrow Line canal from Lowtown to Athy can be seen from the surrounding 
landscape in areas where the road runs close or even parallel to the canal e.g. at 
Lowtown and at Ballyteigue. However, where the road is not close to the canal, visibility 
is often limited by vegetation along the canal corridor.  Topography also restricts 
visibility where the canal is at a lower level than the surrounds.   
 
The canal bridges make good viewing points – many of these are protected views in Co. 
Kildare, as seen in Plate 9.33 above, and the canal is a feature of the settlements 
through which it passes (Rathangan and Monasterevin) and where the Aqueduct 
carries it over the river (Vicarstown).  
 
 South of Athy, the river itself is a feature of many towns and villages, its width resulting 
in wide and impressive bridges, including the bridges at Carlow, Maganey, 
Goresbridge, Leighlinbridge and Graiguenamanagh. South of Graiguenemanagh, as 
the topography of the river valley becomes more dramatic and the river valley narrows, 
some views to the study area are available from the road which is elevated between 
Graiguenamanagh and Carriglead, and near Clashganny, where the viewer from the 
road looks down on the Barrow river valley. Several of these views are also protected 
views.  
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Plate 9.40 View of River Barrow from protected view above Clashganny Lock, Co. Carlow 

9.6 Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment Methodology   

9.6.1 Assessing Landscape Effects 
The potential visual effects of the proposed development are informed by the nature of 
the proposal, desk study, site visit and tools such as photomontages. The methodology 
uses qualitative methods in order to arrive at an assessment, which is based on the 
Landscape and Landscape Assessment (2000) Guidelines as well as the GLVIA (2013) 
and the DoEHLG (2006) Guidelines. Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, though 
related, can be described separately. Descriptions below are based on the GLVIA 
(2013).  
 
Landscape Effects: This can be described as changes which affect the landscape as a 
resource. This includes how the proposal will affect the elements that make up the 
landscape, the aesthetic and perceptual aspects and its landscape character. 
Landscape effects also relate to changes in the structure of the landscape. Under the 
GLVIA (2013), the assessment of likely significant effects on landscape receptors 
includes a judgement on both the sensitivity of the receptor as well as magnitude of 
the change.  
 
Assessing Landscape Sensitivity  
Landscape Sensitivity, which is described in the GLVIA (2013) as a combination of the 
landscape’s susceptibility to change as well as the value attached to the landscape, as 
shown in Table 9.2 below. Susceptibility to change can be described as the ability of the 
landscape receptor (either the overall character or quality of the landscape, or a 
particular landscape feature), to accommodate the proposed development without 
undue consequences for the maintenance of the baseline (existing) landscape 
situation, and/or the achievements of landscape planning policies and strategies. 
Landscape value is a combination of values which are assessed in the landscape 
baseline, combining any formal landscape designations with the criteria included in 
Table 9.1 above.   
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Assessing Magnitude of the change 
This is then combined with the magnitude of the effects, which is a combination of the 
visual presence - size and scale - of the change, the extent of the area to be affected 
and the duration and reversibility of the effect.  
 
Significance is then calculated by combining the magnitude and sensitivity judgements. 
 
  Table 9.2 Assessing Landscape Sensitivity 

Susceptibility of 
landscape to change 

Description and example criteria 

High This includes landscapes where the overall landscape character or 
condition is highly susceptible to change and where the landscape 
receptor has a low ability to accommodate the proposed 
development without undue consequences for the maintenance of 
the landscape character and the achievement of planning 
policies/strategies.  
 
Other susceptible landscapes include those areas with highly 
distinctive landscape features and clear cultural associations. 
Landscapes and landcover which shows low evidence of human 
influence can be more susceptible. 

Medium  This includes landscapes where the overall landscape character 
has a moderate ability to accommodate the proposed development 
without undue consequences for the maintenance of the landscape 
character and the achievement of planning policies/strategies. 
 
These landscapes may have locally distinctive landscape features 
and have local cultural or heritage associations. These landscapes 
tend to have some clear evidence of human influence and include 
land uses which result in variation and changes to the landcover.  

Low This includes landscapes where the overall landscape character 
has a strong ability to accommodate the proposed development 
without undue consequences for the maintenance of the landscape 
character and the achievement of planning policies/strategies.  
 
This can include landscapes where human influence is clearly 
evident, where there are not distinctive landscape features cultural 
and heritage associations and contain land uses which are subject 
to a high level of change.  

Value attached to 
Landscape elements 

Description and example criteria 

High  This includes landscapes which are designated as high value, or are 
designated as (e.g. Areas of High Amenity, Scenic Routes/Views) in 
the Development Plan or areas designated at a national or 
International level. 

Medium This includes landscapes where value is not formally designated, 
but are of value as they display good examples of good quality, intact 
landscapes, and areas deemed to be of relatively high scenic 
quality. These also include landscapes which contain some rare 
elements, which have areas which are wild or have a sense of 
naturalness, strong cultural associations or which have 
recreational value. 

Low This includes landscapes which are not formally designated and 
which are considered to be modified. These include areas which do 
not have particular scenic qualities and do not include rare 
elements or landscape features and do not have strongly evident 
cultural or heritage associations. 
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  Table 9.3 Assessing Magnitude of Landscape Effects 

Magnitude of 
Change 

Description 

High  This includes landscapes which will experience a loss of landscape 
features over a large extent and where this has an effect on the 
overall landscape character.  This results in a high degree of 
change to the aesthetics of the landscape. This includes landscapes 
where the effects affect key characteristics of the landscape’s 
character. The geographical extent of these changes is evident over 
a wide area.  

Medium This includes landscapes where there is some loss of landscape 
features over a medium extent which will result in some change to 
landscape features and aesthetics. This includes landscapes where 
there is a moderate effect on the overall landscape character but 
does not affect key characteristics.   

Low This includes landscapes where these is loss of or change to 
landscape features of limited extent and where these changes do 
not have an effect on the overall landscape character and does not 
affect key characteristics. Changes to the overall aesthetics of the 
landscapes are low. Changes to the landscape are more evident at 
a local level and not over a wide geographical area.  

 
From the study of the baseline landscape designations and character assessments, 
while these range over a considerable extent, and take in parts of three counties, the 
landscape of the study area can be deemed to be of medium susceptibility to change.  
It is considered that the value of the landscape can be considered as High value, owing 
to the many landscape designations which are clearly evident of value and also the 
other criteria listed in Table 9.1.  In terms of magnitude, it is considered that this is 
Low, but this is discussed in more detail in Section 9.7.2.2.2.  

9.6.2 Assessing Visual Effects 
Visual effects relate to changes in views and visual amenity of the surroundings of 
individuals or groups of people. These may result from changes in content and 
character of views as a result in changes to the landscape.   
 
It should be noted that in assessing visual effects, there are different types of visual 
effects: 

Visual obstruction:  This occurs when there is an impact on a view which 
blocks the view 

Visual intrusion:   This occurs when there is an impact on a view but 
which does not block the view.  

 
The likely significant effects of the proposed development in terms of visual and 
landscape effects are informed by the site visit, study of the proposed development, 
assessment of visual receptor sensitivity, and photomontages. Visual effects relate to 
changes in views and visual amenity of the surroundings of individuals or groups of 
people. These may result from changes in content and character of views as a result 
of changes to the landscape. The significance of the effect on visual receptors is a 
combination of the sensitivity of the receptor as well as the magnitude of the change.  
 
Assessing Magnitude and Sensitivity 
Visual Receptor Sensitivity depends on the occupation or activity of the people, as well 
the extent to which the attention is focused on views and visual amenity (GLVIA 
Guidelines (2013). The Value of the views are assessed in the landscape baseline, 
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combining any formal landscape designations with the criteria such as those included 
in Table 9.4 below. This is then combined with the Magnitude of the effect, which is a 
combination of size and scale of the change, the extent of the area to be affected, and 
the duration and reversibility of the effect. 
 
The assessment is based on the methodology described below and the likely significant 
visual effect for each photomontage viewpoint is then assessed by reviewing the 
photomontage and taking account of the criteria mentioned above.   
 
  Table 9.4 Assessing Visual Receptor Sensitivity 

Susceptibility of 
visual receptor 

Description and example criteria 

High  These include viewers at designated views or landscapes; Viewers 
such as residents which are focussed to a large extent on the 
development due to location in close proximity; viewers at well-
known heritage or popular tourist or recreational areas, viewers 
along scenic or tourist routes and engaged in recreational activities 
or activities focussing on the enjoyment of their surroundings 

Medium These include viewers who may have some susceptibility to a 
change in view, such as those from views which are not designated 
but may have local recreational uses or those travelling along 
routes or at view which are considered moderately scenic.  

Low These include viewers engaged in activities where the focus is not 
on the landscape or view. These including those travelling along a 
busy route, viewers at work or engaged in sport not related to views 
or experience of the landscape.  

Value attached to 
the view 

Description and example criteria 

High  These include protected views of views from designated landscapes 
of national or international importance and views indicated on 
tourist/cultural publications, or views considered of high scenic 
quality, naturalness, tranquillity or the presence of rare elements 
in the view. 

Medium  Views which are not designated but which include panoramic views 
or views judged to be of some scenic quality, which demonstrate 
some sense of naturalness, tranquillity, or some rare element in 
the view.  

Low Views which are not designated and which are not judged to be 
panoramic views, of particular scenic quality as described above. 
These are views which have no distinctive features.  

 
 
  Table 9.5 Assessing Magnitude of Visual Effects 

Magnitude of 
Change 

Description 

High  This includes viewpoints where the proposed development results 
in a large scale change of the view and its composition and creates 
a high degree of contrast. This includes viewpoints where the 
proposed development is fully or almost fully visible over a wide 
extent, at close proximity to the viewer. The duration of the effect is 
long term or permanent and have a low level of reversibility. 

Medium This includes viewpoints where the proposed development results 
in a moderate scale change of the view and a moderate degree of 
contrast with the existing view. This includes viewpoints where the 
development is partially visible over a moderate or medium extent 
and viewpoints which are not in close proximity to the 
development.  
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Magnitude of 
Change 

Description 

Low This includes viewpoints where the proposed development results 
in a low level of change in the view and its composition and a low 
degree of contrast. This includes viewpoints where the 
development is partially or barely visible, over a small extent and 
includes viewpoints at a distance from the proposed development. 

 
From table 9.4 above, it is considered that the susceptibility of the visual receptor (the 
group of people) are considered overall to be High, as they are primarily users in a 
recreational capacity and are engaged in the enjoyment of their surroundings. The 
value of the views is in most cases considered to be High, though this is discussed in 
Section 9.6.3 under the individual viewpoints below.  

9.6.3 Assessing Visual Effects 

9.6.4 Viewpoint (Photomontage) Locations 
A total of 20 Viewpoint Locations used in the preparation of the photomontages are 
described in Table 9.6 below and shown in Figures 9.4a-9.4e. 
 
It is not possible to present every view or every angle in photomontages.  The views 
presented in the photomontages represent as wide a range as possible from the photo 
locations. The choice of viewpoint locations is influenced by both the view available and 
the type of viewer and includes viewpoint locations from the Barrow Waymarked Trail 
itself, views from local roads and settlements, near protected structures, from bridges 
and protected views.  The GLVIA (2013) guidelines recommend viewpoints should 
include representative viewpoints, specific viewpoints and illustrative viewpoints.   
 
Representative viewpoints, which represent various groups of visual receptors, include 
viewers from the Barrow Waymarked Trail itself, viewers from the bridges and viewers 
located in the various settlements along the way. Specific viewpoints include well-
known views or visitor attractions and protected views such as Viewpoint 12 
Leighlinbridge and Viewpoint 14 Clashganny.  
 
Illustrative viewpoints are included to demonstrate a particular effect or specific 
issues, and illustrate a variety of the types of works proposed and include views of the 
various types of existing track surfacing and surfacing proposed. Viewpoint 18 
represents a concrete surface found in two locations, while the other views show 
proposed unbound or bound surfacing. Viewpoints also show views of bank works, the 
proposed new bridges at Athy and Rathangan, a road crossing and views at landmarks 
along the way such as locks, as well as views showing various path widths, railings and 
areas with various features. Further images (Images 1a, 1b and 7a and 8b) of the 
proposed pedestrian bridges, have been included as a response to the Further 
Information Request. Viewpoint 7a was included to illustrate the view from the ACA in 
Athy, This view is on the edge of the ACA. 
 
The viewpoints also include a number of protected views, and nine of the 
photomontages are views of protected structures. As seated in Section 9.1, while 
referred to in this chapter, however the effect of the proposed development on the 
setting of historic landscapes and features of cultural heritage is assessed in Chapter 
10 Cultural Heritage.  
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The viewpoints also represent rural and urban areas and areas of various types of 
landscape character, as well as protected views.  The viewpoints are listed below in 
Table 9.6 and described in Section 9.6.4.1 below.  

 
 

  Table 9.6 Viewpoint Locations for Photomontages 
Viewpoint Description Grid 

Reference  
Coordinates 

1 View from the Barrow Way towards Rathangan Bridge (a 
protected structure) , Co. Kildare (protected view) 

E 267486 
N 219274 

1a View from the Barrow Way from the southeastern bank 
towards proposed pedestrian bridge, Rathangan 

E 266,821 
N 218,863 

1b View form the Barrow Way from the northwestern bank 
towards  pedestrian bridge, Rathangan 

E 266,831 
N 218,910 

2 View from Ummeras Bridge (a protected structure),Co. 
Kildare towards the Barrow Way (a protected view) 

E 264735 
N 215123 

3 View from the local road and Barrow Way towards High 
Bridge, Monasterevin, (a protected structure) Co. Kildare (a 
protected view) 

E 262766 
N 211302 

4 View from an amenity area at Monasterevin, Co. Kildare E 262267 
N 210553 

5 View from the Barrow Way towards the Grattan Aqueduct, 
Co. Laois (a protected structure) 

E 261418 
N 202787 

6 View from the local road at Vicarstown, Co; Laois, towards 
the proposed road crossing  

E 261464 
N 200459 

7a View from the Barrow Way towards the proposed 
pedestrian and cycle bridge at Athy, Co. Kildare 

E  267,970 
N 193,635 

7b View from the Barrow Way towards the proposed 
pedestrian and cycle bridge at Athy, Co. Kildare 

E 268,133 
N 193,472 

8 View from the Barrow Way towards Horse Bridge, Athy, Co. 
Kildare (a protected structure) 

E 268302 
N 193437 

9 View from the Barrow Way towards Maganey Bridge, Co. 
Kildare ((a protected structure) 

E 271719 
N 184685 

10 View from Carlow Town Park, Co. Carlow E 271769 
N 176871 

11 View from the Barrow Way at Milford, Co. Carlow E 269943 
N 170242 

12 View from the bridge at Leighlinbridge, Co. Carlow (a 
protected view towards Black Castle, A Recorded 
Monument and showing Leighlin Bridge, a protected 
structure 

E 269098 
N 165464 

13 View from the Barrow Way at Bagenalstown, Co. Carlow
(showing Minch Norton, a protected structure) 

E 270768 
N 162447 

14 View from the Barrow Way at Clashganny Lock, Co. Carlow E 273577 
N 145938 

15 View from the. Barrow Way at Graiguenamanagh, Co. 
Carlow 

E 271501 
N 143711 

16 View from Tinnahinch Lower, Co. Carlow E 271849 
N 142389 

17 View from the Carrriglead Lock, Co. Carlow (Lock and Lock 
House are protected structures) 

E 272407 
N 141773 

18 View from the Barrow Way at St. Mullins, Co. Carlow (St 
Mullins Mill is a protected structure) 

E 272712 
N 137878 
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9.6.4.1 Photomontages 
 

Viewpoint 1: Rathangan  

 
Plate 9.41 Rathangan – Existing View 

 

 
Plate 9.42 Rathangan –Proposed View 

 
Existing View 
Viewpoint 1 shows the view from the Barrow Waymarked Trail towards Rathangan 
Bridge. Features of the view include a gate across the path, which leads towards 
Rathangan Bridge, with a shed building to the right. Mature trees are seen to the left 
of the path.  To the right of the path, a strip of vegetation lies between the path and the 
canal. The view to and from the bridge is a protected view.  
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Proposed View 
The proposed photomontage shows the path has been resurfaced and the gate has 
been replaced with an accessible timber gate. A marker post is located to the right of 
the path and the strip of vegetation has been retained.  
 
Visual Effect 
The visual receptors at this location are considered to be of High sensitivity, as they are 
likely to be viewers engaged in recreation and enjoyment of their surroundings. The 
value of the view is also considered High. The magnitude of change is considered to be 
Low, consisting of the resurfacing of the path, replacement of the gate and addition of 
the marker post. The visual effect is considered to be Imperceptible, positive effect. 
The protected view is not negatively affected.  
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Viewpoint 1a: Proposed Footbridge, Rathangan  
 

 
Plate 9.43 Rathangan – Existing View 

 

 
Plate 9.44 Proposed Bridge Rathangan – Proposed View 

 
Existing View 
Viewpoint 1a shows the view from the Barrow Waymarked Trail south of Spencer 
Bridge. Features of the view include the canal itself, as well the existing Waymarked 
trail with a loose surface in the foreground. Elements which are distinctive include 
mooring posts, while a boat is moored at the timber jetty. Vegetation and trees are 
evident along the canal bank.  
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Proposed View 
The proposed photomontage shows a bridge has been constructed and links the two 
sides of the canal. The bridge has decorative metal elements and ramps for access on 
both sides.  The boat jetty remains but a number of mooring posts are removed. The 
strip of vegetation has been retained. The bridge restricts the long distance views.  
 
Visual Effect 
The visual receptors at this location are considered to be of High sensitivity, as they are 
likely to be viewers engaged in recreation and enjoyment of their surroundings. The 
value of the view is also considered High. The magnitude of change is considered to be 
Medium to High, consisting mainly of the addition of a pedestrian bridge and the 
removal of some mooring posts. The visual effect is considered to be a slight negative 
to neutral effect.  
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Viewpoint 1b: Proposed Footbridge, Rathangan  

 
Plate 9.45 Proposed Bridge Rathangan – Existing View 
 
 
 
 

 
Plate 9.46 Proposed Bridge Rathangan – Proposed View 
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Existing View 
The existing view shows a grassed area in the foreground, with an overgrown gravel surface in 
the centre of the view. The canal, jetties and towpath appears to the left of the view, while to 
the right is a partly intact stone building. A bench is evident by the canal bank, and the mooring 
posts are also elements of the view.  Trees and vegetation are also features of the view.  
 
Proposed View 
The proposed view shows a footbridge in the middle ground linking the re-surfaced path in the 
foreground to the opposite bank. The jetties, seating and the majority of the mooring posts are 
retained, while some mooring posts on the opposite side of the canal are to be removed.   
 
Visual Effect 
The visual receptors at this location are considered to be of High sensitivity, as they are likely 
to be viewers engaged in recreation and enjoyment of their surroundings. The value of the 
view is also considered High. The magnitude of change is considered to be medium, with the 
proposed bridge being the main element, and adding height to the view. The re-surfaced path 
is a more minor change. The visual effect is considered to be a Slight, negative to neutral 
effect.  
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Viewpoint 2: Ummeras Bridge 
 

 
Plate 9.47 Ummeras Bridge – Existing View 
 

 
Plate 9.48 Ummeras Bridge –Proposed View 

 
Existing View 
The existing view shows a view from the edge of Ummeras Bridge towards the canal 
and Barrow Waymarked Trail and the local road. The edge of the stone bridge is seen 
to the right of the image and the canal, with mature trees on either side, is seen also 
to the right of the image. Fields are seen to the right and left of the image.  A strip of 
grass and vegetation lies between the canal and the road’s edge.  
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Proposed View 
The proposed photomontage shows a flat kerb delineating the proposed route at the 
edge of the local road, and some small scale vegetation removal, while a path leads 
under the bridge and a marker sign is included. A fence is also included to the edge of 
the path. The local road is re-surfaced with a coloured and textured surface.  
 
 
Visual Effect 
The visual receptors at this location are considered to be of High Sensitivity, as they are 
likely to be viewers engaged in recreation and enjoyment of their surroundings, along 
with some viewers driving over the bridge.  The view is considered of high value, as it 
is a protected view.  The magnitude of change is considered to be Low, and the visual 
effect is considered to be Imperceptible, neutral effect. The protected view is not 
negatively affected. 
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Viewpoint 3: High Bridge. Monasterevin 
 

 
Plate 9.49 High Bridge, Monasterevin – Existing View 
 

 
Plate 9.50 High Bridge, Monasterevin – Proposed View 

 
Existing View 
The existing view shows the view towards High Bridge, along the local road and Barrow 
Way. The bridge is a key element of the view and the local road is seen to the right, 
while there is a strip of vegetation between the road and the canal. Trees are seen 
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along the roadside and in the distance. The view both to and from the bridge is a 
protected view.  

 
 

Proposed View 
The proposed photomontage shows a kerb delineating the proposed route at the edge 
of the local road, which is widened, while a path leads under the bridge.  A warning sign 
is included. A pedestrian crossing in the foreground is also included. Some vegetation 
along the edge of the road has been removed.  
 
Visual Effect 
The visual receptors at this location are considered to be of High sensitivity, as they are 
likely to be viewers engaged in recreation and enjoyment of their surroundings, as well 
as viewers driving along the road. The value of the view is judged to be High Value. The 
visual effect is considered to be Imperceptible, negative effect.  
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Viewpoint 4: Amenity Area, Monasterevin 

 
Plate 9.51 Amenity Area, Monasterevin – Existing View 
 

 
Plate 9.52 Amenity Area, Monasterevin – Proposed View 

 
Existing View 
The existing view shows an unbound path leading through a grassed amenity area in 
Monasterevin. To the left, the canal is seen, partly screened by some vegetation which 
lies between the path and the canal. A house is visible in the background.  
 
Proposed View 
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The proposed photomontage shows the path is widened and some of grass has been 
removed. A marker sign is included to the left of the path.  
 
 
Visual Effect 
The visual receptors at this location are considered to be of High sensitivity, as they are 
likely to be viewers engaged in recreation and enjoyment of their surroundings. The 
value of the view is considered to be medium, as it is not a designated view, however it 
is in an area of scenic quality. The visual effect is considered to be Imperceptible, 
neutral effect.  
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Viewpoint 5: Grattan Aqueduct, Co. Laois  
 

 
Plate 9.53 Grattan Aqueduct, Co. Laois – Existing View 
 

 
Plate 9.54 Grattan Aqueduct, Co. Laois – Proposed View 

 
Existing View 
The existing view shows a grass path in the foreground, along the canal, with the low 
walls of the aqueduct just visible to the left and right of the image. Mature trees are 
seen in the opposite bank of the canal. 
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Proposed View 
The proposed photomontage shows the path is resurfaced with an unbound surface 
and some of grass has been removed. A fence is constructed to provide a safety barrier 
adjacent to the canal. A marker sign is included to the left of the path.  
 
Visual Effect 
The visual receptors at this location are considered to be of High sensitivity, as they are 
likely to be viewers engaged in recreation and enjoyment of their surroundings. The 
value of the view is considered to be High, as it is not a designated view, however it is 
in an area of scenic quality. The magnitude of change is considered Low to Medium, as 
the view of the water is restricted. However the, overall visual effect is considered to 
be imperceptible neutral to negative effect.   
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Viewpoint 6: Vicarstown Road Crossing, Co. Laois  
 

 
Plate 9.55 Road crossing at Vicarstown– Existing View 
 

 
Plate 9.56 Road crossing at Vicarstown–Proposed View 
 
Existing View 
The existing view shows a local road approaching Vicarstown Bridge. The bridge is 
visible to the right of the image and to the left is a stone building with other buildings 
visible in the background. The canal and path are not visible from this view.  
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Proposed View 
The proposed photomontage shows a road crossing with a coloured surface and lines 
indicating the crossing. A path with a kerb is provided on both sides of the road as one 
approached the bridge and the crossing.  
Visual Effect 
The visual receptors at this location are considered to be of High sensitivity as they are 
likely to be viewers engaged in recreation and enjoyment of their surroundings. 
Viewers would also be those travelling in vehicles on the road. The value of the view is 
considered to be High as it is not a designated view but the bridge and stone building 
add to the scenic quality. The magnitude of the change is considered Low. The visual 
effect is considered to be Imperceptible, neutral effect. 
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Viewpoint 7a: Proposed Bridge at Athy, Co. Kildare  
 

 
Plate 9.57 Grand Canal at Athy – Existing View  
 

 
Plate 9.58 Grand Canal at Athy – Proposed View  
 
Existing View 
The existing view shows the existing path with an unbound surface, with a strip of 
vegetation between the path and the canal on the right. Across the canal, a number of 
industrial buildings are visible in the background. Some trees are seen to the right of 
the image.(Note: The ACA (Architectural Conservation Area) is behind the viewer.)  
 
Proposed View 
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The proposed photomontage shows a bridge links the two sides of the canal and is seen 
against the backdrop of the industrial buildings.  
 
Visual Effect 
The visual receptors at this location are considered to be of High sensitivity as they are 
likely to be viewers engaged in recreation and enjoyment of their surroundings. The 
value of the view is considered to be medium as it is not a designated view and does not 
have high scenic qualities and the buildings visible are industrial buildings.  The 
magnitude of the change is considered to be medium.  The visual effect is considered 
to be Slight, positive visual effect.  
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Viewpoint 7b: Proposed Bridge, Athy, Co. Kildare 

 

 
Plate 9.59 Grand Canal at Athy – Existing View  

 

 
Plate 9.60 Grand Canal at Athy –Proposed View  

 
Existing View 
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The existing view shows the existing canal with towpaths on both sides. Low grasses 
and vegetation is evident on both canal banks while to the left of the image, high fencing 
and evergreen trees are seen and in the background, industrial buildings are visible. 
On the opposite bank, some trees, and shrubs are visible.  
 
Proposed View 
The proposed photomontage shows a bridge links the two sides of the canal and is seen 
against the backdrop of the industrial buildings. The bridge adds an element of height 
and restricts the view somewhat.  
 
Visual Effect 
The visual receptors at this location are considered to be of High sensitivity as they are 
likely to be viewers engaged in recreation and enjoyment of their surroundings. The 
value of the view is considered to be medium as it is not a designated view and does not 
have high scenic qualities and the buildings visible are industrial buildings.  The 
magnitude of the change is considered to be medium.  The visual effect is considered 
to be Slight, positive visual effect.  
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Viewpoint 8: Horse Bridge, Athy, Co. Kildare  

 

 
Plate 9.61 Horse Bridge at Athy –Existing View 
 

 
Plate 9.62 Horse Bridge at Athy –Proposed View 
 
Existing View 
The existing view shows the existing Barrow Waymarked Trail with an unbound surface, 
looking towards Horse Bridge, Athy. The bridge is a key element of the view and the 
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river is visible to the left of the image. Vegetation is seen on both sides of the path. 
Trees are seen in the background of the image.  
 
 
 
Proposed View 
The proposed photomontage shows the path is widened and resurfaced with a bound 
surface.  A wooden chicane barrier is included to encourage cyclists to dismount. A 
marker post is seen to the right of the image and the canal bank vegetation has been 
retained, though some vegetation has been removed to widen the path.  
 
Visual Effect 
The visual receptors at this location are considered to be of High sensitivity as they are 
likely to be viewers engaged in recreation and enjoyment of their surroundings. The 
value of the view is considered to be High. The magnitude of the change is considered 
to be Low. The visual effect is considered to be Slight, neutral visual effect.  
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Viewpoint 9: Maganey Bridge, Co. Kildare  

 
Plate 9.63 Maganey Bridge – Existing View 
 

 
Plate 9.64  Maganey Bridge – Proposed View  
 
Existing View 
The existing view shows the existing Barrow Waymarked Trail with an unbound surface, 
looking towards Maganey Bridge. The bridge is a key element of the view and the river 
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is visible to the left of the image. Vegetation is seen on both sides of the path. Trees are 
seen in the background, to the left of the image. The Barrow Way path also is seen 
passing under the bridge.  
 
 
 
Proposed View 
The proposed photomontage shows the path is widened and resurfaced with a surface 
dressing. A marker post is seen to the right of the image and the river bank vegetation 
has been retained. 
 
Visual Effect 
The visual receptors at this location are considered to be of High sensitivity as they are 
likely to be viewers engaged in recreation and enjoyment of their surroundings. The 
value of the view is considered to be High as it is a protected view. . The magnitude of 
the change is considered to be Low. The visual effect is considered to be Imperceptible, 
neutral visual effect.  
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Viewpoint 10: Carlow Town Park 
 

 
Plate 9.65 Carlow Town Park - Existing View 
 

 
Plate 9.66 Carlow Town Park - Proposed View 
 
Existing View 
The existing view shows a riverside path in Carlow Town Park, with a stone wall to the 
left and railings to the right, allowing views of the river. On either side, trees are seen 
and in the distance, a ridge and houses are visible.  
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Proposed View 
The proposed photomontage shows no changes, except the addition of a marker post 
to indicate the Barrow Blueway trail.  
 
Visual Effect 
The visual receptors at this location are considered to be of High sensitivity as they are 
likely to be viewers engaged in recreation and enjoyment of their surroundings. The 
value of the view is considered to be High. The magnitude of the change is considered 
to be Low. The visual effect is considered to be Imperceptible, neutral visual effect.  
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Viewpoint 11: Milford Canal 

 
Plate 9.67 Milford Canal - Existing View 
 

 
Plate 9.68 Milford Canal- Proposed View 
 
Existing View 
The existing view shows the Barrow Waymarked Trail along Milford Canal. The canal 
itself, mature trees and vegetation are the key elements of this view.  
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Proposed View 
The proposed photomontage shows some bankside repair works which have slightly 
extended the canal bank on the right of the path. The path has minimal changes, with 
an unbound surface. There is a marker post to indicate the Barrow Blueway.  
 
Visual Effect 
The visual receptors at this location are considered to be of High sensitivity as they are 
likely to be viewers engaged in recreation and enjoyment of their surroundings. The 
value of the view is considered to be High. The magnitude of the change is considered 
to be Low. The visual effect is considered to be Imperceptible, neutral visual effect. It 
should be noted that the proposed  soft engineering option in the vicinity of this image 
will result in a more natural bank.  
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Viewpoint 12: Leighlinbridge 
 

 
Plate 9.69Leighlinbridge - Existing View 
 

 
Plate 9.70 Leighlinbridge – Proposed View 
 
Existing View 
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The existing view shows the Barrow Way at Leighlinbridge, where it passes adjacent to 
the Black Castle. This is also a protected view. The view shows the Black Castle to the 
left of the image and the edge of the stone bridge to the right of the image. The river at 
this location is wide and scenic, with a backdrop of vegetation across the river. The path 
is a bound surface in the foreground with a grass surface just visible in the background.  
 
 
 
Proposed View 
The proposed photomontage shows the resurfacing of the existing path, and some 
signage also included. A strip of grass between the path and the river is retained.  
 
Visual Effect 
The visual receptors at this location are considered to be of High sensitivity as they are 
likely to be viewers engaged in recreation and enjoyment of their surroundings. The 
value of the view is considered to be High, as it is a protected view and also a scenic 
area. The magnitude of the change is considered to be Low. The visual effect is 
considered to be Imperceptible, neutral visual effect.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Barrow Blueway –Environmental Impact Statement  
170526a–EIS- 2017.12.08 -F 

 

McCarthy Keville O ‘Sullivan Planning and Environmental Consultants  9-79 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Viewpoint 13: Bagenalstown 
 

 
Plate 9.71 Bagenalstown - Existing View 
 

 
Plate 9.72 Bagenalstown – Proposed View 
 
Existing View 
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The existing view shows the Barrow Way at the northern entrance to Bagenalstown, 
where it passes close to the riverbank and is located inside an existing stone wall, 
which separates it from the existing road.  The river at this location is wide. Other 
elements include the stone Minch Norton building to the left and the trees and church 
spore in the background. The path is a bound surface in the foreground with a grass 
strip separating it from the water’s edge.  
 
 
Proposed View 
The proposed view shows the path width remains the same as does the existing bound 
surface. The vegetation is retained between the river and path. The only change is the 
signage.  In the distance the path passes through the car park.  
 
Visual Effect 
The visual receptors at this location are considered to be of High sensitivity as they are 
likely to be viewers engaged in recreation and enjoyment of their surroundings. The 
value of the view is considered to be High. The magnitude of the change is considered 
to be Low. The visual effect is considered to be Imperceptible, neutral visual effect.  
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Viewpoint 14: Clashganny Lock 
 

 
Plate 9.73 Clashganny Lock- Existing View 
 

 
Plate 9.74 Clashganny Lock- Proposed View 
 
Existing View 
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The existing view shows the Barrow Way at Clashganny Lock. The path here runs close 
to the river, separated by a strip of grass. In the distance a service block and an amenity 
area with picnic tables are seen.  The view is framed by mature trees which are an 
important element in the view, as is the dramatic change in level.    
 
 

 
 

Proposed View 
The proposed view shows the path is resurfaced with an unbound surface, slightly 
widened and there is a marker post to the right of the path. The grass between the path 
and the river remains. The re-surfaced path continues along the river bank in the 
distance.  
 
Visual Effect 
The visual receptors at this location are considered to be of High sensitivity as they are 
likely to be viewers engaged in recreation and enjoyment of their surroundings. The 
value of the view is considered to be High. The magnitude of the change is considered 
to be Low. The visual effect is considered to be Imperceptible, neutral visual effect 
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Viewpoint 15: Graiguenamanagh 

 
Plate 9.75 Graiguenamanagh- Existing View 
 

 
Plate 9.76- Proposed View 
 
Existing View 
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The existing view shows the Barrow Way north of Graiguenamanagh and Tinnahinch. 
The view shows a grass path separated by a strip of vegetation from the river, which is 
relatively wide at this location. In the distance, the path appears to have some gravel 
surfacing. To the left there is more vegetation and a rocky outcrop which is partly 
covered in vegetation. In the distance, the buildings of Graiguenamanagh are visible.  

 
 
 
 

 
Proposed View 
The proposed view shows the path is resurfaced with an unbound surface and there is 
a marker post to the right of the path.  
 
Visual Effect 
The visual receptors at this location are considered to be of High sensitivity as they are 
likely to be viewers engaged in recreation and enjoyment of their surroundings. The 
value of the view is considered to be High. The magnitude of the change is considered 
to be Low. The visual effect is considered to be Slight, negative visual effect.  
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Viewpoint 16: Tinnahinch Lower 
 

 
Plate 9.77Tinnahinch Lower - Existing View 

 

 
Plate 9.78 Tinnahinch Lower – Proposed View 
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Existing View 
The existing view shows a grass surfaced path separated by vegetation from the river, 
which meanders in the distance. On either side of the river, mature tree covered slopes 
are evident, contributing to create a distinctive view.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proposed View 
The proposed view shows the path is resurfaced with an unbound surface and there is 
a marker post to the right of the path. The vegetation between the river and the path is 
retained.  
 
Visual Effect 
The visual receptors at this location are considered to be of High sensitivity as they are 
likely to be viewers engaged in recreation and enjoyment of their surroundings. The 
value of the view is considered to be High, as it has high scenic qualities.  The 
magnitude of the change is considered to be Low – the path surface is changed, but 
other elements of the view are unaffected. The visual effect is considered to be Slight, 
negative visual effect.  
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Viewpoint 17: Carriglead Lock 
 

 
Plate 9.79 Carriglead Lock- Existing View 
 

 
Plate 9.80 Carriglead Lock- Proposed View 
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Existing View 
The existing view shows a grass surfaced path which passes the Carriglead Lock house 
and Carriglead Lock. A timber jetty is also seen on the foreground. Mature trees are 
seen in the background.    
 
Proposed View 
The proposed view shows the path is resurfaced with an unbound surface. There is a 
strip of grass retained along the path.  
 
Visual Effect 
The visual receptors at this location are considered to be of High sensitivity as they are 
likely to be viewers engaged in recreation and enjoyment of their surroundings. In 
addition, there are visual receptors in the dwelling house, also of High sensitivity.  The 
value of the view is considered to be High, as it has high scenic qualities.  The 
magnitude of the change is considered to be Low – the path surface is changed, but 
other elements of the view are unaffected. The visual effect is considered to be Slight, 
negative visual effect.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Barrow Blueway –Environmental Impact Statement  
170526a–EIS- 2017.12.08 -F 

 

McCarthy Keville O ‘Sullivan Planning and Environmental Consultants  9-89 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Viewpoint 18: St. Mulllins, Co. Carlow 
 

 
Plate 9.81 St Mullins - Existing View 
 

 
Plate 9.82 St Mullins – Proposed View 
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Existing View 
The existing view shows the end of the Barrow Waymarked Trail where it enters the car 
park at St. Mullins. The trail is bordered on either side by vegetation and surfaced in an 
unbound surface which is in poor condition. In the middleground is the mill building, 
while the river is seen to the right of the image, with a backdrop of vegetation, including 
deciduous and coniferous trees.  
 
 
 
Proposed View 
The proposed view shows the path is resurfaced with a concrete surface (one of two 
areas with a proposed concrete surface). . There is a strip of vegetation retained 
between the path and the river. The concrete surface terminates as the path enters the 
car park and the path passes through the resurfaced car park to the far side. 
 
Visual Effect 
The visual receptors at this location are considered to be of High sensitivity as they are 
likely to be viewers engaged in recreation and enjoyment of their surroundings. The 
value of the view is considered to be High, as it has high scenic qualities.  The 
magnitude of the change is considered to be Low – the path surface is changed, the car 
park is resurfaced but other elements of the view are unaffected. The visual effect is 
considered to be Imperceptible neutral visual effect.  
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9.7 Impacts and Mitigation Measures 

9.7.1 ‘Do-Nothing’ Scenario 
In the Do Nothing scenario, the proposed works would not take place. The Barrow 
Way path will remain as it is and routine maintenance would be undertaken. During 
maintenance, a short term imperceptible negative landscape and visual effects may 
arise from time to time as works are carries out. Chapter 2 includes details of 
ongoing maintenance.  

9.7.2 Predicted Impacts 

9.7.2.1 Impacts During Construction Phase 
 

Visual Effects  
During the construction phase, machinery will be moving to and from the study area 
and plant and equipment will be present in the study area. The work will likely be 
undertaken out over a phase of up two years and will be carried out along sections of 
the route and at the point where the route crosses the road.  A number of temporary 
construction compounds are proposed during the construction phase. During this time 
there is the potential for localised, short term, slight negative visual effects.  

 
Mitigation 
Mitigation measures will be adhered to during the Construction phase and the 
contactor will prepare a Construction and Environmental Management Plan which will 
include mitigation measures, working hours, etc. Following construction, the 
temporary construction compounds will be removed.  

 
Landscape Effects 
The movement of machinery in and out of the study area will have a localised, 
imperceptible short term negative effect on landscape character during the 
construction phase.  

9.7.2.2 Impacts during Operational Phase 

9.7.2.2.1 Visual Effects  
Visual effects will arise from the proposed works – primarily from the resurfacing of 
the Barrow Way trail, the ramped access areas, road crossings, replacement of gates, 
construction of a cantilevered section at Bagenalstown, some areas of bank works and 
proposed new pedestrian bridges at Athy and at Rathangan Visual effects may also 
arise from the provision of railings at certain locations.  

 
Path surfacing 
The resurfacing of the Barrow Way will see, in most cases, a grass trail resurfaced in 
an unbound (gravel like) surface. The visual effect of this will vary depending on the 
context and will range from imperceptible neutral negative visual effect in some cases, 
such as where there is a degraded or worn grass surface (as seen in Plates 9.10 and 
9.23 or in Photomontage 15).  

 
A Slight visual effect is likely where the grass track is in good condition (as seen in 
Photomontages 5, 16 and 17) and where this represents a more noticeable change. In 
these areas, it is considered that the change in surfacing will result in a Long Term, 
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Slight negative visual effect. The effect in these locations is deemed Slight, as, though 
it represents a noticeable change, it does not represent a significant change in the 
overall surroundings and visual context.  The canal or river, trees, vegetation and 
overall topography, are considered important elements in the view and in the overall 
character of the area.  

 
An unbound surface is also proposed in areas where this already exists, including 
Monasterevin (Photomontage 4) and at Milford canal (see Photomontage 11). At these 
locations, the change is considered to have an imperceptible neutral visual effect.  

 
Bound surfaces are also proposed, mainly in the urban areas, and where these is an 
existing hard surface in place, or along the edge of a local road. Bound surfaces are 
seen in Photomontages 2, 3, 8 and in these locations the visual impact is considered 
imperceptible neutral or imperceptible negative visual effect.  

  
Surface dressing is proposed in locations mainly where there is already a bound 
surface. These include locations such as Maganey Bridge (see Photomontage 9), 
Leighlinbridge (see Photomontage 12) and St. Mullins carpark (Photomontage 18). In 
these areas the visual impact is considered to be Imperceptible and neutral, as the 
most noticeable change is the increase of the path width, though in some locations the 
path is barely widened as in Milford.  

 
Concrete surfacing is proposed at only two locations. Photomontage 18 shows the 
proposed surfacing near St. Mullins, where the concrete surface replaces the unbound 
path surface.  

 
Other Works 
Ramped access at certain locations (e.g. Milford) may increase the visual effects where 
these are at a location in close proximity to the viewer and in a rural location. . However 
these are not extensive and the predicted visual impact ranges from Imperceptible to 
Slight negative.  
 
Other works include the proposed cantilever section at Bagenalstown, which is a 38 
metre length of cantilever walkway. This is located in an urban area and though it 
consists of works which extend out over the river, is considered to be a Slight, neutral 
visual effect.  

 
The proposed bridge at Athy is illustrated by two views, in Photomontage 7a and b, and 
this is considered to have a slight, neutral to positive visual effect. The proposed bridge 
at Rathangan is illustrated by Viewpoints 1a and 1b, and is considered to have a slight 
negative to neutral effect, depending on the view.  

 
The photomontages illustrate that though a path width of 2.5 metres is desirable, in 
some locations this width is reduced at pinch points, such as locks, and areas where 
existing features are to be retained (e.g. walls and lock gate balance beams), thus 
reducing the width. This also lessens potential visual effects and maximizes retention 
of existing heritage features.  

 
A range of other works are proposed, including road crossings, signage, gate 
replacement and construction of railings. These are all considered to have an 
imperceptible effect, ranging from negative to neutral in the case of the road crossings 
and widening, to positive visual effect, where steel barriers are replaced by timber 
gates. There are areas where the proposed Blueway will have no visual effects other 



 Barrow Blueway –Environmental Impact Statement  
170526a–EIS- 2017.12.08 -F 

 

McCarthy Keville O ‘Sullivan Planning and Environmental Consultants  9-93 

than signage, as in Carlow Town Park. Proposed railings are considered to have an 
Imperceptible to Slight negative visual effect, where they obstruct a view to the 
waterway, for example at an aqueduct. However these are not extensive and are 
designed to minimise visual effects. 

 
Mitigation 
Mitigation by design was a feature of the design and the upgrade of the surfacing of the 
Barrow Way represents minimal intervention as it is an existing National Waymarked 
Trail. The unbound surfacing is to be used primarily in rural areas, which is the most 
suitable of the surfaces and as the vegetation at the edge re-grows, (this will be left to 
naturally regenerate) this will soften the appearance. The resurfacing will avoid tree 
roots where they cross the path and the trees and hedgerows along the path are to be 
retained. Bound and surface dressing are used where there are already hard surfaces.  

 
In conclusion, the visual effects range from Long term, Imperceptible to Slight and the 
nature of these effects ranges from negative to neutral or positive.  

9.7.2.2.2 Cumulative Visual Effects  
Cumulative visual effects (i.e. the effects of the proposed development along with the 
plans and projects described in Chapter 2) have been considered have been 
considered. As set out in Section 9.2.2.4 above, this includes existing and proposed 
walks and trails and cycleways, developments immediately adjacent to the waterway 
corridor and ongoing maintenance of the site boundary. Overall, these impacts are 
regarded as Imperceptible. 

9.7.2.2.3 Landscape Effects 
The proposed upgrade of the Barrow Way is to be carried out in a number of Landscape 
Character Areas and though these vary County by County, overall, the study area, 
consisting of the waterway corridor, banks and immediate surrounds, is considered to 
be a high quality landscape. Though the character of the Barrow Line canal section and 
the Barrow River sections are different, this landscape has a distinctive character. The 
landscape character of the study area is defined by the waterway itself, the banks and 
vegetation along the bank. South of Athy, the landscape character of the study area 
often takes in the wider river valley landscape, such as views of the wooded river valley 
at Tinnahinch Lower at St. Mullins.  

 
The works such as the path surfacing, while they have an effect, can be described as of 
Low magnitude in terms of landscape character in most areas. Table 9.3 above, in 
Section 9.6.2, includes a description and examples of criteria, which are based on the 
GLVIA guidelines (2013) indicates that this is applicable to the following scenario:  

 
This includes landscapes where these is loss of or change to landscape features of limited extent 
and where these changes do not have an effect on the overall landscape character and does not 
affect key characteristics. Changes to the overall aesthetics of the landscapes are low. Changes 
to the landscape are more evident at a local level and not over a wide geographical area. 

 
The study area will experience a loss of landscape features only where the grass 
surface is to be lost and replaced with an unbound surface. With the exception of 
approximately 9 no Leylandii trees at Clogheen Bridge, Co. Kildare, no other features 
such as mature trees, bridges or other elements of land cover which contribute to the 
character will be lost. A small number of mooring posts are to be removed.  The change 
that results from the path resurfacing can be described as changes of a limited extent, 
and in terms of the aesthetics to the overall landscape is low. The overall effect on the 
landscape character ranges from Imperceptible to Slight in terms of landscape effects, 
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and from negative to neutral in terms of the quality of that effect. Imperceptible neutral 
effects occur primarily areas in urban areas where the works do not have an effect on 
the urban landscape or townscape character of the area.  
 
Mitigation 
Mitigation measure are similar to those mentioned above. Mitigation by design was a 
feature of the design, and the upgrade of the surfacing of the Barrow Way represents 
minimal intervention as it is an existing National Waymarked Trail and does not require 
a new trail design. In addition, the upgrade of an existing trail minimizes the removal 
of landscape elements. Tree roots, where they cross the path are to be avoided, and as 
noted above, with the exception of trees at Clogheen Bridge, trees and hedgerows 
along the path are to be retained.  Where vegetation is removed adjacent to the trail to 
allow construction of the path, this is to be allowed to revegetate naturally.  

 
In conclusion, landscape effects range from Long term, Imperceptible to Slight 
landscape effects.  

9.7.2.2.4 Cumulative Landscape Effects  
Cumulative visual effects (i.e. the effects of the proposed development along with the 
plans and projects described in Chapter 2), on the fabric and character of the 
landscape, have been considered. As set out in Section 9.2.2.4 above, this includes 
existing and proposed walks and trails and cycleways, developments immediately 
adjacent to the waterway corridor and ongoing maintenance of the site boundary. Any 
impacts will be localised in nature and consist of alterations to an existing Waymarked 
Trail. Overall, these impacts are regarded as Imperceptible. 
 
Cumulative landscape effects, are therefore regarded as Imperceptible. 
 

9.7.2.2.5 Concluding Statement – Landscape Effects 
The existence of a towpath and trackway along the Grand Canal Barrow Line and the 
River Barrow from Lowtown to St. Mullins, as an existing National Waymarked Trail, 
was the starting point for a design which minimises effects on the landscape character 
and landscape features, by upgrading the surface of an existing trail, and improving 
facilities to facilitate access along a multi-use shared leisure route.   
 
The proposed surfacing has been designed to be appropriate for the landscape context 
and to minimise effects on important landscape elements such as trees and 
hedgerows, and the many features of cultural heritage along the way, while facilitating 
access to the trail.   
 
Landscape effects in this case are mainly concerned with the replacement of sections 
of a grass trail surface with an unbound surface, and localised road widening and bank 
works in four areas along the waterway. These effects are regarded as reversible, thus 
lessening the impact.  Removal of other landscape elements, such as trees and 
hedgerows have been avoided. Other landscape effects include the addition of some 
structures into the landscape, including a short cantilever section of walkway and a 
proposed new pedestrian bridge. These are changes to the landscape character which 
are extremely localised in nature, and while they are changes to the landscape they 
range mainly from an Imperceptible to Slight nature, these are not regarded as 
significant landscape effects.  
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9.7.2.2.6 Concluding Statement – Visual Effects 
The visual effects have been minimised through choice of an existing route and the 
design of the proposed works. The proposed upgrading of the existing Barrow National 
Waymarked Trail surface and associated works such as bank works, gate replacement 
and road crossings, have been designed to minimise visual effects. The elements of the 
view along the trail which contribute to the scenic qualities, such as trees, and 
hedgerows, are to be retained.  
 
Visual effects, as noted in Section 9.7.2.2.1 above, range from Imperceptible to Slight. 
The quality of the effect range from negative effects, where grass surface is replaced 
by an unbound surface, to neutral and positive effects, for example, the replacement of 
the gates or the proposed new bridge. The visual effects are also localised in nature 
and will be experienced by those along the trail. The protected views listed in Kildare 
and Carlow, many of which are from bridges along the route, will not be negatively 
affected, as seen from the photomontages. Overall, while there are localised visual 
effects, some of these negative, and some neutral or positive, it is not considered that 
there are significant visual effects arising from any element of the proposed 
development.  
 
 
 
 
 




