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INTRODUCTION 

 
Waterways Ireland is the North/South Implementation Body for the inland navigable waterway 

systems of Ireland and was established under the British-Irish Agreement, 1999. The statutory remit 

of Waterways Ireland is to manage, maintain, develop and restore the inland navigable waterways, 

principally for recreational purposes.  The waterways under our remit include the Barrow 

Navigation, Royal and Grand Canals, Shannon Navigation, Shannon-Erne Waterway, the Erne System 

and the Lower Bann.  

 

The Shannon Erne Waterway (formerly known as the Ballinamore to Ballyconnell Canal) was re-

opened in 1994, following extensive restoration.  It consists of 63km of navigation consisting of river, 

lake and still-water canal running between Leitrim Village to just north of Belturbet. 

 

In line with the above remit Waterways Ireland (WI) is proposing to improve the existing trackway as 

an enhanced public amenity walkway/canal access laneway.  The public amenity walkway/access 

laneway will consist of a 4m wide compacted stone roadway measuring approximately 6.8km in 

length.  The proposals include the: 

i. Construction of a culvert at Longstones Drain  
ii. Pedestrian footbridge at Aghoo Marina 

iii. Proposed Footbridge upstream of Aghoo Bridge 
iv. Proposed Steps at Lisnatullagh Road Bridge 
v. Proposed Steps at Carrickmakeegan Road Bridge 

 

 
Map 1: Section of Shannon Erne Waterway subject to enhanced public amenity walkway works. 
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SCOPE OF THIS REPORT 

 

The aim of the screening exercise is to determine the potential for significant impacts arising from 

the planned improvements to the existing trackway as an enhanced public amenity walkway/canal 

access laneway, proposed by Waterways Ireland, to impact on the conservation objectives and 

ecological integrity of the surrounding Natura 2000 sites; namely: 

 

1. Cuilcagh and Anierin Uplands SAC (Site Code: 000584) 

2. Lough Oughter and Associated Loughs SAC 000007 (Site Code: 000007) 

 

This report examines the potential for likely effects of the proposed development, both alone and in 

combination with other projects, on the conservation objectives of the N2K site.  This report has 

been prepared in accordance with the European Commission guidance document Assessment of 

Plans and Projects Significantly affecting Natura 2000 Sites: Methodological Guidance on the 

provisions of Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC (EC, 2001) and the 

Department of the Environment’s Guidance on the Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in 

Ireland (Amended 2010). 

 

NATURA 2000 SITES 

 

Natura 2000 sites are those designated under the terms of Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the 

conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora, commonly known as the ‘Habitats 

Directive’ and Directive 2009/147/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on the 

conservation of wild birds (codified version of Directive 79/409/EEC as amended) commonly known 

as the ‘Birds Directive’. There are two types of Natura 2000 site designation, the Special Area of 

Conservation (SAC) and the Special Protection Area (SPA).  SACs are designated for the conservation 

of flora, fauna and habitats of European importance under the Habitats Directive and SPAs for the 

conservation of bird species and habitats of European importance under the Birds Directive. These 

sites form part of ‘Natura 2000 (N2K)’ a network of protected areas throughout the European Union.  

The proposed development is not located within a Natura 2000 site but 2 sites were noted within a 

15km radius (Map 2) and are therefore included in this assessment.  The Qualifying Interests (QI) for 

the 2 sites are listed below: 

 

Cuilcagh-Anierin Uplands SAC (Site Code: 000584) Qualifying Interests 

QI Description 

3130 Oligotrophic to mesotrophic standing waters with vegetation of the Littorelletea uniflorae 
and/or of the Isoëto‐Nanojuncetea 

3160 Natural dystrophic lakes and ponds 

4010 Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix 

4030 European dry heaths 

6230 Species‐rich Nardus grasslands, on siliceous substrates in mountain areas (and 
submountain areas, in Continental Europe) 

7130 Blanket bogs (* if active only) 

8220 Siliceous rocky slopes with chasmophytic vegetation 
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Lough Oughter and Associated Loughs SAC (Site Code 000007) Qualifying Interests 

QI Description 

1355 Lutra lutra 

3150 Natural eutrophic lakes with Magnopotamion or Hydrocharition‐type vegetation 

91D0 Bog woodland 

 

 

 

Map 2: Natura 2000 sites within a 15km radius of the proposed development 

Natura 2000 Sites within 15km of Project Location Distance from Project Location 
1 Cuilcagh-Anierin Uplands SAC 10.39km 

2 Lough Oughter and Associated Loughs SAC 14.72km 

 

2 

1 
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BACKGROUND TO APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT 

 

The legal basis for ‘Appropriate Assessment’ lies in Article 6 (3) of the Habitats Directive.  Article 6(3) 

of the Habitats Directive states that:  

 

‘any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site but likely 

to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination with other plans or projects, 

shall be subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in view of the site’s 

conservation objectives. In the light of the conclusions of the assessment of the implications for the 

site and subject to the provisions of paragraph 4, the competent national authorities shall agree to 

the plan or project only after having ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the 

site concerned and if appropriate, after having obtained the opinion of the general public.’ 

 

Article 6(3) provides a step-wise procedure for considering plans and projects proposed within or 

near to Natura 2000 sites and their implications for the site’s conservation objectives. There are four 

stages involved in Article 6(3) assessment: 

1. Screening: the process, which identifies the likely impacts of a project/plan on Natura 2000 sites 

and consider the significance of any such impacts 

2. Appropriate Assessment: the consideration of the impact of the project/plan on the ecological 

integrity of the Natura 2000 site 

3. Alternative Solutions: examination of alternatives, which avoid adverse impacts on the 

ecological integrity of the Natura 2000 site 

4. Imperative Reasons of Overriding Public Interest (IROPI): required only in cases, where no 

alternatives solutions exist. 

 

SITE LOCATION 

 

The majority of this work will take place on the Waterways Ireland 7m wide property strip adjacent 

the main navigation through/adjoining the townlands of Kiltymoodan, Drumraine Glebe, 

Cornacreegh, Aghoo, Aghoo West, Corrachole, Killaglasheen, Killadough, Ardmeenan, Corcloghan, 

Lisnatullagh, Derrygoan, Cuilmore, Carrickmakeegan and Aghyowla south and southeast of 

Ballinamore in County Leitrim.  The site is not located within any of the 2 listed Natura 2000 sites 

shown on Map 2 (previous page). 

 

OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

 

The proposed project involves improvement of the existing trackway as an enhanced public amenity 

walkway/canal access laneway.  The public amenity walkway/access laneway will consist of a 4m 

wide compacted stone roadway measuring approximately 6.8km in length.  The proposals include 

the (see associated planning drawings for greater details): 

i. Construction of a culvert at Longstones Drain  
ii. Pedestrian footbridge at Aghoo Marina 

iii. Proposed Footbridge upstream of Aghoo Bridge 
iv. Proposed Steps at Lisnatullagh Road Bridge 
v. Proposed Steps at Carrickmakeegan Road Bridge. 
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ARTICLE 6(3) ASSESSMENT SCREENING CRITERIA 
Describe the individual elements of 
the project (either alone or in 
combination with other plans or 
projects) that may give rise to 
impacts on the Natura 2000 Sites 

The proposed project involves improvement of the existing 
trackway as an enhanced public amenity walkway/canal 
access laneway.  The public amenity walkway/access laneway 
will consist of a 4m wide compacted stone roadway with 
associated infrastructural works, measuring approximately 
6.8km in length. 

Describe any likely direct, indirect or 
secondary impacts of the project 
(either alone or in combination with 
other plans or projects) on the 
Natura 2000 sites by virtue of: 
 

 

 Size and Scale None predicted. The project consists of site clearance and 
associated terrestrial works adjacent the Shannon Erne 
Waterway which is not designated as a Natura 2000 site. 
 

 Land Take None. Works will not result in any land take in either of the 
SACs. 
 

 Distance from Natura 2000 site The site of the proposed works is located 10.39km from 
Cuilcagh-Anierin Uplands SAC and 14.72km from Lough 
Oughter and Associated Loughs SAC.  
 

 Resource Requirements (water 
abstraction etc.) 

No resource requirements are required for this project. 
 
 

 Emissions (disposal to land, air 
or water) 

No emissions to either of the SACs will occur as a result of the 
proposed works. 
 

 Excavation Requirements Excavation will be required on-site.  However this will not 
occur within the SACs and therefore impacts on Natura 2000 
sites will not occur. 
 

 Transportation Requirements No transportation requirements are required within, or close 
to, the SACs. 
 

 Duration of construction, 
operation, decommissioning 
etc. 

The proposed works are anticipated to take place in 
September 2014 and take between 2-3 years to complete, 
being progressed section by section as funds are released. 
 
 

 Other None 

 
Describe any likely changes to the 
sites arising as a result of: 
 

 

 Reduction in Habitat Area There will be no reduction of Annex 1 Habitat areas as a 
result of the works. 
 

 Disturbance to Key Species There will be no disturbance to key species within the N2K 
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 sites.  An assessment of the previous vegetation clearance 
works was undertaken by Flynn Furney Environmental 
Consultants in relation to otters and bats (Annex IV species) 
and kingfisher (Annex I).  This assessment concluded that the 
works, as proposed, could be carried out without causing any 
significant impact upon any protected species or its habitat. 
 

 Habitat or species 
fragmentation 

There will be no habitat or species fragmentation as a result 
of the works. 
 

 Reduction in Species Density 
 

There will be no reduction in species density. 
 

 Changes in Key Indicators of 
conservation Value (Water 
Quality etc.) 

No changes to Key Indicators of Conservation Value will arise 
as a result of the proposed works. 
 
 
 

 Climate Change None 
 

Describe any likely impacts on the 
Natura 2000 sites as a whole in 
terms of: 
 

 

 Interference with the key 
relationships that define the 
structure of the site 

No likely impacts anticipated. 
 
 
 

 Interference with the key 
relationships that define the 
function of the site 

No likely impacts anticipated. 

  
Provide indicators of significance as 
a result of the identification of 
effects set out above in terms of: 
 

 

 Loss No loss of qualifying habitats will result from the works. 
 

 Fragmentation No fragmentation of qualifying habitats will result from the 
works. 
 

 Disruption No disruption as a result of the works. 
 

 Changes to key elements of the 
sites (e.g. water quality, etc.) 

No changes to Key Elements of the N2K Sites will arise as a 
result of the proposed works. 
 

Describe from the above those 
elements of the project or plan, or 
combination of elements, where the 
above impacts are likely to be 
significant or where the scale or 
magnitude of impacts is not known. 

No significant impact anticipated.  The site does not form part 
of either SAC.     
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CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

As there are no significant impacts on the SACs anticipated as a result of the proposed works there is 
no likelihood of this development contributing to any significant cumulative impacts on the SACs. 

 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS REPORT (FONSE) 

Name and location of Natura 2000 
sites 
 

Cuilcagh and Anierin Uplands SAC (Site Code: 000584) 
Lough Oughter and Associated Loughs SAC 000007 (Site Code: 
000007) 
 

Description of Project The proposed project involves improvement of the existing 
trackway as an enhanced public amenity walkway/canal 
access laneway.  The public amenity walkway/access laneway 
will consist of a 4m wide compacted stone roadway with 
associated infrastructural works, measuring approximately 
6.8km in length. 
 

Is the project directly connected 
with or necessary to the 
management of the site 
 

No 

Are there any other projects or 
plans that together with the project 
being assessed could affect the site 

No. 

 

ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECTS 
Describe how the project 
is likely to affect the 
Natura 2000 site 

The project, as proposed, will not significantly affect the Natura 2000 
site as the area is outside the SAC site boundary of both sites: 
1. Distance to Cuilcagh and Anierin Uplands SAC: 10.39km 
2. Distance to Lough Oughter and Associated Loughs SAC: 14.72km 

 
Explain why these affects 
are not considered 
significant 
 

DATA COLLECTED TO CARRY OUT ASSESSMENT 
In preparation of the Article 6 Screening Report, the following were used to gather information: 

 Field Visit to the site of the proposed project.  

 Review of NPWS Site Synopsis for the 2 N2K sites. 

 Review of available NPWS Conservation Objectives for the 2 N2K sites. 

 Review of Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland – Guidance for Planning 
Authorities (DoEHLG 2009, Amended 2010) 

 

OVERALL CONCLUSIONS 
Based on information presented above a Finding of No Significant Effects (FONSE) has been reached.  
Waterways Ireland has determined that this project can therefore be screened out and does not 
require to progress to Stage II Appropriate Assessment under the Habitats Directive.  

 


