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INTRODUCTION
This proposed trail is part of a larger Greenway project which extends along the former Cavan &
Leitrim Railway from Belturbet, Co. Cavan to Dromod, Co. Leitrim and covers a distance of
approximately 54 km. The Greenway project will deliver an off-road Greenway for cyclists and
pedestrians. The Cavan & Leitrim Railway was a narrow-gauge railway that closed in 1959. The route
for the proposed Greenway passes through Belturbet, Ballyconnell, Ballinamore, Mohill and
Dromod.
The Shannon Erne Waterway (formerly known as the Ballinamore to Ballyconnell Canal) was reopened in 1994, following extensive restoration. It consists of 63km of navigation consisting of river,
lake and still-water canal running between Leitrim Village to just north of Belturbet.
The proposed works are located between Ballyconnell and Bellaheady Bridge, a distance of approx.
5.5km (see map below). The proposed recreational trail involves the construction of a shared 3m
wide track to accommodate pedestrians and cyclists (see typical cross section). The proposed
surface types to be used on the trail is compacted stone and dust (unbound) on the majority of the
trail given the rural setting of the proposal with bitmac/asphalt bound surface on approaches to the
existing road network.

Map 1: Proposed Ballyconnell to Bellaheady Bridge Recreational Trail
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Figure 1: Typical Cross Section Detail

SCOPE OF THIS REPORT
The aim of the screening exercise is to determine the potential for significant impacts arising from
the scheme, proposed by Cavan County Council and Waterways Ireland, to impact on the
conservation objectives and ecological integrity of 5 surrounding Natura 2000 sites (Map 2 on Pg. 4).
This report examines the potential for likely effects of the proposed development, both alone and in
combination with other projects, on the conservation objectives of the N2K site. This report has
been prepared in accordance with the European Commission guidance document Assessment of
Plans and Projects Significantly affecting Natura 2000 Sites: Methodological Guidance on the
provisions of Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC (EC, 2001) and the
Department of the Environment’s Guidance on the Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in
Ireland (Amended 2010).

NATURA 2000 SITES
Natura 2000 sites are those designated under the terms of Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the
conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora, commonly known as the ‘Habitats
Directive’ and Directive 2009/147/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on the
conservation of wild birds (codified version of Directive 79/409/EEC as amended) commonly known
as the ‘Birds Directive’. There are two types of Natura 2000 site designation, the Special Area of
Conservation (SAC) and the Special Protection Area (SPA). SACs are designated for the conservation
of flora, fauna and habitats of European importance under the Habitats Directive and SPAs for the
conservation of bird species and habitats of European importance under the Birds Directive. These
sites form part of ‘Natura 2000 (N2K)’ a network of protected areas throughout the European Union.
The proposed development is not located within a Natura 2000 site but 5 sites were noted within a
15km radius (Map 2) and are therefore included in this assessment. The Qualifying Interests (QI) for
the 5 sites are mapped and listed below:
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Map 2: Natura 2000 sites within 15km of the proposed development (source NPWS & DAERA)
Site 1: Cuilcagh-Anierin Uplands SAC (Site Code: 000584) Qualifying Interests
QI
Description
3130
Oligotrophic to mesotrophic standing waters with vegetation of the Littorelletea uniflorae
and/or of the Isoëto‐Nanojuncetea
3160
Natural dystrophic lakes and ponds
4010
Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix
4030
European dry heaths
6230
Species‐rich Nardus grasslands, on siliceous substrates in mountain areas (and submountain
areas, in Continental Europe)
7130
Blanket bogs (* if active only)
8220
Siliceous rocky slopes with chasmophytic vegetation
Site 2: Lough Oughter & associated Loughs SAC (Site Code: 000584) Qualifying Interests
QI
Description
3150
Natural eutrophic lakes with Magnopotamion or Hydrocharition - type vegetation
91D0
Bog Woodland
1355
Otter (Lutra lutra)
Site 3: Lough Oughter Complex SPA (Site Code: 004049) Qualifying Interests
QI
Description
A005
Great Crested Grebe (Podiceps cristatus)
A038
Whooper Swan (Cygnus cygnus)
A050
Wigeon (Anas penelope)
A999
Wetland and Waterbirds
Site 4: Upper Lough Erne SAC (Site Code: UK0016614) Qualifying Interests
QI
Description
3150
Natural eutrophic lakes with Magnopotamion or Hydrocharition - type vegetation
Old sessile oak woods with Ilex and Blechnum in the British Isles
91A0
Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion
91E0
incanae, Salicion albae)
1355
Otter (Lutra lutra)
Site 5: Upper Lough Erne SPA (Site Code: UK9020071) Qualifying Interests
QI
Description
A038
Whooper Swan (Cygnus Cygnus)
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BACKGROUND TO APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT
The legal basis for ‘Appropriate Assessment’ lies in Article 6 (3) of the Habitats Directive. Article 6(3)
of the Habitats Directive states that:
‘any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site but likely
to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination with other plans or projects,
shall be subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in view of the site’s
conservation objectives. In the light of the conclusions of the assessment of the implications for the
site and subject to the provisions of paragraph 4, the competent national authorities shall agree to
the plan or project only after having ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the
site concerned and if appropriate, after having obtained the opinion of the general public.’
Article 6(3) provides a step-wise procedure for considering plans and projects proposed within or
near to Natura 2000 sites and their implications for the site’s conservation objectives. There are four
stages involved in Article 6(3) assessment:
1. Screening: the process, which identifies the likely impacts of a project/plan on Natura 2000 sites
and consider the significance of any such impacts
2. Appropriate Assessment: the consideration of the impact of the project/plan on the ecological
integrity of the Natura 2000 site
3. Alternative Solutions: examination of alternatives, which avoid adverse impacts on the
ecological integrity of the Natura 2000 site
4. Imperative Reasons of Overriding Public Interest (IROPI): required only in cases, where no
alternatives solutions exist.

SITE LOCATION
The majority of the works will take place on the Waterways Ireland 7m wide property strip adjacent
the main navigation between Ballyconnell and Bellaheady Bridge. A short portion of the proposed
route crosses private property but the land owner has agreed in principle to allow the project to
proceed. The site is not located within any listed Natura 2000 site (previous page).

OVERVIEW OF PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
Along the banks of the canalised river and canal sections of the Shannon-Erne Waterway, Waterways
Ireland owns and maintains a 2m strip on one side and a 7m strip on the opposite side. At various
locations along the Shannon-Erne Waterway multi-purpose pathways catering for both walkers and
cyclists have been developed on the 7m wide property strip adjacent to the main navigation in both
the rural and urban environments which have proven to be very popular attractions to the ShannonErne Waterway. This project shall focus on the existing towpath between Ballyconnell and
Bellaheady Bridge. This is a 5.5km linear route that mostly follows the towpath. The proposed
recreational trail involves the construction of a shared 3m wide track to accommodate pedestrians
and cyclists. The proposed surface types to be used on the trail is compacted stone and dust
(unbound) on the majority of the trail given the rural setting of the proposal with bitmac/asphalt
bound surface on approaches to the existing road network.
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ARTICLE 6(3) ASSESSMENT SCREENING CRITERIA
Describe the individual elements of
the project (either alone or in
combination with other plans or
projects) that may give rise to
impacts on the Natura 2000 Sites

The proposed recreational trail, between Ballyconnell and
Bellaheady Bridge (5.5km), involves the construction of a
shared 3m wide track to accommodate pedestrians and
cyclists. The proposed surface types to be used on the trail is
compacted stone and dust (unbound) on the majority of the
trail given the rural setting of the proposal with
bitmac/asphalt bound surface on approaches to the existing
road network.

Describe any likely direct, indirect or
secondary impacts of the project
(either alone or in combination with
other plans or projects) on the
Natura 2000 sites by virtue of:


Size and Scale

None predicted. The project is located adjacent the Shannon
Erne Waterway which is not designated as a Natura 2000 site.



Land Take

None. Works will not result in any land take from the SACs.



Distance from Natura 2000 site

The site of the proposed works is located 1.7km from the
nearest Natura 2000 site, Lough Oughter SAC. All other sites
are further removed from the project location.



Resource Requirements (water
abstraction etc.)

No resource requirements are required for this project.



Emissions (disposal to land, air
or water)

No emissions to the SAC will occur as a result of the proposed
works.



Excavation Requirements

Excavation will be required on-site. However this will not
occur within the SACs and therefore impacts on Natura 2000
sites will not occur.



Transportation Requirements

No transportation requirements are required within, or close
to, the SACs.



Duration of construction,
operation, decommissioning
etc.

The proposed works are anticipated to take place during
Autumn/Winter 2017/2018 (subject to funding).



Other

None

Describe any likely changes to the
sites arising as a result of:


Reduction in Habitat Area

There will be no reduction of Annex II Habitat areas as a
result of the works.



Disturbance to Key Species

There will be no disturbance to Annex II Species as a result of
the works.
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Habitat or species
fragmentation

There will be no habitat or species fragmentation as a result
of the works.



Reduction in Species Density

There will be no reduction in species density.



Changes in Key Indicators of
conservation Value (Water
Quality etc.)

No changes to Key Indicators of Conservation Value will arise
as a result of the proposed works.



Climate Change

None

Describe any likely impacts on the
Natura 2000 sites as a whole in
terms of:


Interference with the key
relationships that define the
structure of the site

No likely impacts anticipated.



Interference with the key
relationships that define the
function of the site

No likely impacts anticipated.

Provide indicators of significance as
a result of the identification of
effects set out above in terms of:


Loss

No loss of qualifying habitats or any Annex I habitat will result
from the works (see attached habitat mapping).



Fragmentation

No fragmentation of qualifying habitats will result from the
works.



Disruption

No disruption as a result of the works.



Changes to key elements of the
sites (e.g. water quality, etc.)

No changes to Key Elements of the N2K Sites will arise as a
result of the proposed works.

Describe from the above those
No significant impact anticipated. The site does not form part
elements of the project or plan, or
of the SAC.
combination of elements, where the
above impacts are likely to be
significant or where the scale or
magnitude of impacts is not known.

CUMULATIVE IMPACTS
As there are no significant impacts on the SAC anticipated as a result of the proposed works there is
no likelihood of this development contributing to any significant cumulative impacts on the SAC.
Page | 7

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS REPORT (FONSE)
Name and location of Natura 2000
sites

Description of Project

Site 1: Cuilcagh-Anierin Uplands SAC (Site Code: 000584)
Site 2: Lough Oughter & associated Loughs SAC (Site Code:
000584)
Site 3: Lough Oughter Complex SPA (Site Code: 004049)
Site 4: Upper Lough Erne SAC (Site Code: UK0016614)
Site 5: Upper Lough Erne SPA (Site Code: UK9020071)
The proposed recreational trail, between Ballyconnell and
Bellaheady Bridge (5.5km), involves the construction of a
shared 3m wide track to accommodate pedestrians and
cyclists. The proposed surface types to be used on the trail is
compacted stone and dust (unbound) on the majority of the
trail given the rural setting of the proposal with
bitmac/asphalt bound surface on approaches to the existing
road network.

Is the project directly connected
with or necessary to the
management of the site

No

Are there any other projects or
plans that together with the project
being assessed could affect the site

No.

ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECTS
Describe how the project
is likely to affect the
Natura 2000 site
Explain why these affects
are not considered
significant
List of Agencies
Consulted

The project, as proposed, will not significantly affect the Natura 2000
site.
The area is 1.7km from the nearest Natura 2000 site boundary and in no
way has connectivity with any site.
NPWS and DAERA site synopses - online.

DATA COLLECTED TO CARRY OUT ASSESSMENT
In preparation of the Article 6 Screening Report, the following were used to gather information:
 Field Visit to the site of the proposed project.
 Detailed Fossitt Level III Habitat Survey of the Shannon Erne Waterway undertaken by McCarthy,
Keville & O'Sullivan Environmental Consultants.
 Review of NPWS & DAERA Site Synopsis for the N2K site.
 Review of Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland – Guidance for Planning
Authorities (DoEHLG 2009, Amended 2010)

OVERALL CONCLUSIONS
Based on information presented above a Finding of No Significant Effects (FONSE) has been reached.
Waterways Ireland has determined that this project can therefore be screened out and does not
require to progress to Stage II Appropriate Assessment under the Habitats Directive.
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