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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 
McCarthy Keville O’Sullivan Ltd. has been appointed to prepare a report to provide 
the information necessary to allow the competent authority to conduct an Article 6(3) 
Screening for Appropriate Assessment of the proposed construction of the North 
Shannon Blueway Cycle Track/Pedestrian Trail multi-use shared leisure route 
connecting the existing trail to the north of Drumhanbo Lock to the Lough Allen Hotel 
Co. Leitrim. The provision of a new car parking and entrance roadway at 
Drumshambo Lock will also be included. 
 
The current project is not directly connected with, or necessary for, the management 
of any European Site, consequently the project has been subject to the Appropriate 
Assessment Screening process. 
 
The assessment in this report is based on a desk study and field surveys undertaken 
in 2017 and 2018. It specifically assesses the potential for the proposed development 
to impact on European sites. 
 
This Report has been prepared in accordance with the European Commission 
guidance document ‘Assessment of Plans and Projects Significantly affecting Natura 
2000 Sites: Methodological Guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the 
Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC’ (EC, 2001) and the Department of the Environment’s 
Guidance on the Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland (December 
2009, amended February 2010).  
 
In addition to the guidelines referenced above, the following relevant guidance was 
considered in preparation of this report: 
 

1. DoEHLG (2010) Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland 
Guidance for Planning Authorities. Department of the Environment, Heritage 
and Local Government, 

2. European Communities (2000) Managing Natura 2000 Sites: the provisions of 
Article 6 of the ‘Habitats’ Directive 92/43/EEC, Office for Official Publications 
of the European Communities, Luxembourg. European Commission, 

3. Directive 92/43/EEC, Office for Official Publications of the European 
Communities, Luxembourg. European Commission, 

4. EC (2007) Guidance document on Article 6(4) of the 'Habitats Directive' 
92/43/EEC – Clarification of the concepts of: alternative solutions, imperative 
reasons of overriding public interest, compensatory measures, overall 
coherence, opinion of the commission. European Commission, 

5. EC (2013) Interpretation Manual of European Union Habitats. Version EUR 28. 
European Commission, 

1.2 Appropriate Assessment 

1.2.1 Screening for Appropriate Assessment 
Screening is the process of determining whether an Appropriate Assessment is 
required for a plan or project. Under Part XAB of the Planning and Development Act, 
2000, as amended, screening must be carried out by the Competent Authority to 
assess, in view of best scientific knowledge, if a land-use plan or proposed 
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development, individually or in combination with another plan or project, is likely to 
have a significant effect on a European site. The Competent Authority’s determination 
as to whether an Appropriate Assessment is required must be made on the basis of 
objective information and should be recorded. The competent authority may request 
information to be supplied to enable it to carry out screening. 
 
Consultants or project proponents may undertake a form of screening to establish if 
an Appropriate Assessment is required and provide advice, or may submit the 
information necessary to allow the Competent Authority to conduct a screening with 
an application for consent. Where it cannot be excluded beyond reasonable scientific 
doubt, that a proposed plan or project, individually or in combination with other plans 
and projects, would have a significant effect on the conservation objectives of a 
European site, an Appropriate Assessment (Natura Impact Statement (NIS)) of the 
plan or project is required. 

1.2.2 Appropriate Assessment (Natura Impact Statement) 
The term Natura Impact Statement (NIS) is defined in legislation1. An NIS, where 
required, should present the data, information and analysis necessary to reach a 
definitive determination as to 1) the implications of the plan or project, alone or in 
combination with other plans and projects, for a European site in view of its 
conservation objectives, and 2) whether there will be adverse effects on the integrity 
of a European site. The NIS should be underpinned by best scientific knowledge, 
objective information and by the precautionary principle. 

                                                           
1 As defined in Section 177T of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 as amended, an NIS means a 
statement, for the purposes of Article 6 of the Habitats Directive, of the implications of a proposed development, 
on its own and in combination with other plans and projects, for a European site in view of its conservation 
objectives. It is required to include a report of a scientific examination of evidence and data, carried out by 
competent persons to identify and classify any implications for the European site in view of its conservation 
objectives 
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2 DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT 

2.1 Site Location 
The site of the proposed development is located adjacent to the town of Drumshanbo, 
Co. Leitrim (Grid reference IG: 196772, 310988). A map showing the site location is 
provided as Figure 2.1 and a site layout plan is provided as Appendix I. 

2.2 Characteristics of Proposed Development 
The proposed development comprises approximately 1km of cycle/pedestrian trail. 
This will involve the construction of 278m of new bound path, 588m of new unbound 
path and upgrading of existing footpath and roads. Where the path goes through 
agricultural fields and woodland there will be a requirement for stone infill to 
formation level. A geo-textile membrane may be located between existing ground and 
fill depending on ground conditions. New sections of track through agricultural fields 
and woodland will be constructed on a clause 804 sub-base and finished with a 25mm 
layer of 6mm crushed limestone or quarry dust. A geo-textile membrane will be 
located between fill layer and clause 804. Bound parts of the path will consist of 
40mm of wearing course macadam on 60mm of basecourse macadam. The width of 
the new sections of proposed cycle/pedestrian trail will be a maximum of 3m. 
Approximately 134m of the proposed new bound path adjacent to the canal will utilise 
an existing access road. 
 
Approximately 258m of bridle path will also be constructed to the same specifications 
as the unbound cycle path and will be 1.2m wide. 
 
A linear land drain is proposed for the upper side of the pathway to prevent ponding 
of field run off water. The outfall will be to existing field drainage. This will be 
designed in short sections, with multiple crossing points to existing water drains. This 
will also limit accumulation of water, minimise drain diameter size and replicate 
existing drainage in as far as possible. 
 
A timber footbridge approximately 6.5m in length will be constructed over the 
Drumshanbo stream. Interlocking steel sheet piles for the footbridge foundations will 
be driven each side of the watercourse. These shall be driven to the required depth 
and form a box section of approximately 4m x 3.4m, to provide structural stability to 
support the footbridge above. Shutters and reinforcing steel shall be placed to form a 
4m x 3.4m insitu concrete base. The pre-fabricated footbridge will be lifted into place 
using a crane and connected to the two concrete pad foundations. The construction 
method shall ensure that no concrete is allowed to enter the stream There will be no 
in-stream works. All bankside works will be undertaken in line with Guidelines on 
protection of fisheries during construction works in and adjacent to waters (IFI 2016). 
 
The development will also involve the construction of a new carpark, sheltered 
bicycle stand area, access road and 2m wide path, two new zebra crossings provision 
of timber post and wire fencing and access gates, and removal of a narrow strip of 
woodland approximately 30m in length, and the provision of signage and railings. The 
carpark will be constructed to the same specifications as the new bound path. A 
surface water drainage system will include adequate attenuation and treatment via a 
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hydrocarbon interceptor before being discharged into Lough Allen. The existing 
carpark will be resurfaced and spaces marked. Part of the existing footpath adjacent 
to the R208 road will be realigned and new kerb lined formed. The proposed 
development layout is shown in Appendix I. 
 
Site Setup 
A site compound shall be established in the area of the existing car park at 
Drumshanbo Lock. The compound shall be secured with a silt fence and all 
construction materials shall be stored in this defined area. Construction shall be 
entirely land based with no requirement to reduce or interfere with water levels in 
the Lough Allen Canal or Lough Allen. 
 
The retention of linear landscape features such as treelines and hedgerows has been 
incorporated into the development design. However, the removal of approximately 
20m of treeline and small-scale trimming of any overhanging branches that fall 
within the working area will be required. 
 
The proposed construction sequence is outlined below: 
 
Type A: Unbound: Stone Path Construction 
Preparation 
 Using a suitable excavator, the ground will be excavated to expose sub-soil 

and irregularities graded out to form 3.3m wide formation tray (1.5m for 
bridle path) (width of formation tray to be approximately 300mm wider than 
the path width) to a maximum depth of 100mm below ground level. (Actual 
depth will depend on depth of sub-base being used, which will depend on 
ground conditions. Where possible new construction will overlay existing). 

 Stripped vegetation and excavated topsoil will be stacked neatly either side of 
formation tray to be used for reinstatement of path shoulders.  

 If soft spots are present, the area below formation level will be excavated 
until the sub-grade is stable. This will be back filled with stone to formation 
level and compacted. 

 There would be no excavation requirements with regard to the overlay of the 
existing surface other than to address issues with soft spots as detailed 
above. 

 
Geotextile Installation (including Geogrid if required) 
 Geotextile sheet will be laid and secured in the formation tray or on top of the 

existing ground. Overlap joining sheets by 1.0m. 
 If required in soft ground - Geogrid will be laid and secured on top of 

geotextile sheet. Joining sheets will be overlapped by 1.0m. 
 
Sub-Base Layer 
 Using a suitable excavator the required depth of Clause 804 granular sub-

base will be laid upon the geotextile sheet to falls and levels, to form 1:50 
(2%) camber or 1:40 (2.5%) cross-fall in maximum layer depths of 150mm. 
(Existing Ground Conditions Hard Material-Depth 50mm Soft Material-Depth 
300mm and Normal Material-Depth 200mm). 

 Sub-base layer will be compacted thoroughly using a roller until full 
compaction is achieved. 

 
Surface Layer 
 Using a suitable excavator 25mm depth of 6mm limestone dust will be laid to 

falls and levels, to form 3m wide path surface (1.2m bridle path) with 1:50 
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(2%) camber or 1:40 (2.5%) crossfall along the centre line of compacted sub-
base layer.  

 Surface layer will be compacted thoroughly using a roller until full 
compaction is achieved. 

 
Landscaping 
 Reinstate the path edges and finish with a fine layer of topsoil as required. 

 
Type B: Bound: Car Park & Access Road 
Preparation 
 Using a suitable excavator, the ground will be excavated to expose sub-soil 

and grade out irregularities to form the car park and access road to 
maximum depth of 100mm below ground level. (Actual depth will depend on 
depth of sub-base being used, which will depend on ground conditions. 
Where possible new construction will overlay existing). 

 Stripped vegetation and excavated topsoil will be stacked neatly to be used 
for reinstatement of path shoulders.  

 If soft spots are present, the area below formation level will be excavated 
until the sub-grade is stable. This will be back filled with stone to formation 
level and compact. 

 There will be no excavation requirements in regard to the overlay of the 
existing surface other than to address issues with soft spots as detailed 
above. 

 
Geotextile Installation (including Geogrid if required) 
 Geotextile sheet will be laid and secured on top of the existing ground. 

Joining sheets will be overlapped by 1.0m. 
 If required in soft ground - Geogrid will be laid and secured on top of 

geotextile sheet. Overlap joining sheets by 1.0m. 
 
Sub-Base Layer 
 For the access road, this shall be in-filled with large stone, a second terram 

layer and 300mm layer of well compacted Clause 804 granular sub-base. 
 Using a suitable excavator the required depth of Clause 804 granular sub-

base will be laid upon the geotextile sheet to falls and levels, to form 1:50 
(2%) camber or 1:40 (2.5%) cross-fall in maximum layer depths of 150mm. 
(Existing Ground Conditions Hard Material-Depth 50mm Soft Material-Depth 
300mm and Normal Material-Depth 200mm). 

 Sub-base layer will be compacted thoroughly using a roller until full 
compaction is achieved. 

 Standard precast kerbs shall be placed to form the access road, car park and 
footpaths. 

 Drainage gullies and drainage pipes shall be installed to connect to an 
oil/petrol interceptor  

 Electrical ducting for street lighting & street lighting shall be installed 
 
Surface Layer 
 Using a suitable excavator 25mm depth of 6mm limestone dust will be laid to 

falls and Using mini paving machine lay 45mm depth of hot rolled asphalt or 
dense bitumen macadam wearing course to Clause 903 and to falls and 
levels, to form 2.5m wide path surface with 1:50 (2%) camber or 1:40 (2.5%) 
cross-fall.Surface course layer will be compacted thoroughly using a roller 
and continue rolling until full compaction is achieved. 

Landscaping 
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 Path edges will be reinstated and finished with a fine layer of topsoil as 
required. 

 
Timber Footbridge Construction  
 Working from the newly constructed path, the interlocking steel sheet piles 

for the new footbridge foundations shall be driven by a piling hammer 
attached to an excavator. These shall be driven to the required depth and 
form a box section of approximately 4m x 3.4m, to provide structural stability 
to support the footbridge above. 

 The existing ground shall be excavated if required to provide a minimum of 
1m depth below the proposed finished level. This shall be in-filled with large 
stone, a terram layer and 300mm layer of well compacted Clause 804 
granular sub-base. 

 Shutters and reinforcing steel shall be placed to form a 4m x 3.4m insitu 
concrete base. The construction method shall ensure that no concrete is 
allowed to enter the stream. 

 A prefabricated by steel/timber footbridge approximately 6.5m long by 3.5m 
width shall be craned into place and connected to the two concrete pad 
foundations.  

2.2.1 Construction Site Management Incorporated into the Project Design 
The following best practice control measures will be put implemented in the 
prevention of ecological impacts. In addition, the measures outlined below will limit 
artificial lighting and noise emanation during the construction phase. These are an 
integral part of the design of the project and are not considered to be mitigation 
measures. 

2.2.1.1 Site Preparation 
 Prior to the outset of any excavation, the works area will be assessed and 

clearly delineated with temporary/permanent fencing. The minimum area 
necessary will be identified and there will be no access to works vehicles 
outside the fenced off areas.  

 Prior to the outset of works, a silt fence shall be placed along both banks of 
the stream at the location of the proposed footbridge. A silt fence shall also 
be placed where the proposed track is adjacent to a drainage ditch to the 
north of the site. An additional silt fences shall be placed along the canal 
where the new path is proposed adjacent to it and along the lock where 
resurfacing of the existing carpark is proposed. 

2.2.1.2 Pollution Prevention Measures 
 There will be no fuel stored on the site at any time. Any refueling of plant will 

be carried out in a designated area as far from the watercourse as possible 
within the confines of the site. 

 Fuels, oils, greases and hydraulic fluids must be stored in bunded 
compounds or bunded trailers/bowsers.  

 All plant and machinery will be properly serviced and maintained thereby 
further reducing the risk of hydrocarbon leaks and spillage. 

 Vehicles will never be left unattended during refuelling. Only dedicated 
trained and competent personnel will carry out refuelling operations and 
plant refuelling procedures shall be detailed in the contractor's method 
statements. 

 Fuels, lubricants and hydraulic fluids for equipment used on the site will be 
carefully handled to avoid spillage, properly secured against unauthorised 
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access or vandalism, and provided with spill containment in accordance with 
current best practice. 

 Potential impacts caused by spillages etc. during the construction phase will 
be reduced by keeping spill kits and other appropriate equipment on-site. 

2.2.1.3 Earth Works  
 In all circumstances, excavation depths and volumes will be minimised and 

excavated material will be re-used where possible.  
 Soil to be removed from the site will be removed by a licensed waste handler. 
 All storage of plant, excavated material/topsoil and other materials required 

for construction/landscaping, will be held within the fenced area. 

2.2.1.4 Bridge Construction  
 A silt fence shall be erected on the boundary of the works area. The silt fence 

shall also be constructed along the edge of the stream over which the new 
footbridge is proposed. 

 The works area will be set back 1m from the water’s edge.  
 The silt fence material shall be supported by wooden posts and mesh wire 

and shall be partially buried.  
 Clean stone will be imported to provide a solid clean working area on the 

bank. 
 Concrete trucks will work entirely from the existing roads. Concrete 

transported to the site will be transported using a bunded container to avoid 
spillages or leaks. The bunded container will not be washed out at the site of 
the proposed works. 

 The weather forecast will be checked prior to the pouring of the concrete and 
no such works will be undertaken when bad weather is forecast.  Any works 
at any time when water levels that may cause inundation of the works area 
will be avoided.  Concrete will not be poured at times when rain is predicted 
as this may lead to run off and over spillage of the form work. 

 Formwork will be of solid construction and will be sealed to prevent any 
leakage of concrete during pouring operations. 

 Form work will be constructed with an adequate capacity and additional 
freeboard to prevent any spillage. 

 Bank-side works and works close to watercourses shall adhere to:  
 

o NRA (2008) Guidelines for the Crossing of Watercourses during the 
Construction of National Road Schemes. Dublin: National Roads 
Authority. 

 
 Bankside works shall also adhere to Inland Fisheries Ireland (2016) 

Guidelines on the Protection of fisheries during construction works in and 
adjacent to water. This document sets out issues of concern in terms of 
construction impacts and their prevention. It also provides guidance on 
timing of works. 

 No earthworks/disturbance to the banks of the stream shall occur other than 
the minimum works necessary to be undertaken to facilitate construction. 

 Bankside works shall be carried out during periods of dry weather. 
 Whilst no significant excavations are proposed, should any ingress of water 

(ground or rain) require pumping out prior to the pouring of concrete, this 
will be pumped to a sealed clean tanker and removed from the site and 
spread to improved agricultural grassland at a distance of over 50m from any 
watercourse or disposed of at a licenced waste facility. 
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2.2.1.5 Waste Management  
 All waste will be collected in skips and the site will be kept tidy and free of 

debris at all times. 
 Waste oils and hydraulic fluids will be collected in leak-proof containers and 

removed from the site for disposal or recycling. 
 All construction waste materials will be stored within the confines of the site, 

prior to removal from the site to a permitted waste facility. 

2.2.1.6 Measures in place to Prevent Disturbance of Habitats and Fauna 
 The construction area corridor will be clearly identified at the outset of works 

with marker tape in areas where woody vegetation needs to be cleared or 
where works are adjacent to trees, hedgerows. All construction works will be 
confined to this area. 

 As a precaution, trees that are felled will be left in situ for 24 hours 
(preferably 48 hours) before removing to allow any potential bats present 
within the tree to escape.  Trees will be felled in accordance with the Wildlife 
Act (1976-2017). 

 During the construction phase, noise limits, noise control measures, hours of 
operation (i.e. dusk and dawn is high faunal activity time) and selection of 
plant items will be considered in relation to disturbance of animals. Plant 
machinery will be turned off when not in use.  

 All plant and equipment for use will comply with the Construction Plant and 
Equipment Permissible Noise Levels Regulations (SI 359/1996).  

 Operating machinery will be restricted to the proposed development site 
boundary. 

2.2.1.7 Environmental Monitoring 
The construction works will be monitored at several levels to ensure that the 
environmental best practice prescribed in this document is fully adhered to and is 
effective. The following system will be put in place to ensure compliance. 

 
 The contractor will assign a member of the site staff as the environmental 

officer with the responsibility for ensuring the environmental measures 
prescribed in this document are adhered to. A checklist will be filled in on a 
weekly basis to show how the measures above have been complied with. Any 
environmental incidents or non-compliance issues will immediately be 
reported to the project team. 

 The project managers (client representatives) will be continuously monitoring 
the works and will be fully briefed and aware of the environmental 
constraints and protection measures to be employed. 

 
2.2.1.8 Invasive Species 

The proposed works will involve the movement of soil on the site and will create 
disturbed ground that will be subject to colonization with invasive species. No Third 
Schedule Invasive species were recorded at the site, however construction related 
activity has the potential to result in the introduction and establishment of 
problematic invasive plant species (i.e. Rhododendron and Japanese Knotweed, etc.). 
 

 Good construction site hygiene will be employed to prevent the introduction 
and spread of problematic invasive alien plant species (e.g. Rhododendron, 
Japanese Knotweed, Giant Rhubarb etc.) by thoroughly washing vehicles 
prior to entering and leaving any site. 
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 Any soil, topsoil or stone required on the site will be sourced from a stock 
that has been screened for the presence of any invasive species and where it 
is confirmed that none are present. 

  

2.3 Characteristics of the existing environment 
Assessing the impacts of any project and associated activities requires an 
understanding of the ecological baseline conditions prior to and at the time of the 
project proceeding. Ecological Baseline conditions are those existing in the absence 
of proposed activities (CIEEM 2016). A multidisciplinary walkover survey was 
conducted on the 29th of September 2017 and 16th of March 2018 in line with NRA 2009 
guidelines. The surveys was conducted by James Owens (BSc., MSc.) and Laoise Kelly 
(B.Sc.). The ecological survey was undertaken during the optimal time of year to 
undertake a habitat and flora survey (Smith et. al 2011). 

 
The proposed works are located within existing paths and roads, and agricultural 
fields. The proposed works will take place in habitats which are classified as 
Buildings and Artificial Surfaces (BL3), Dry Meadows and Grassy Verges (GS2), 
Improved Agricultural Grassland (GA1), Amenity Grassland (GA2), Wet 
Grassland (GS4), Depositing/Lowland Rivers (FW2), Hedgerows (WL1), Scrub 
(WS1), Oak – Ash- Hazel Woodland (WN2), Drainage Ditches (FW4). The hedgerows, 
linear scrub, wet grassland and woodland recorded were assigned Local Importance 
(Higher Value) given that they are semi-natural habitats with high biodiversity in a 
local context that maintain links and provide ecological corridors between features of 
higher ecological value. The remaining habitats, including roads, paths, road verges, 
drainage ditches and amenity grassland- were assigned Local Importance (Lower 
Value). No Annex I birds or Annex II species was recorded. No Annex I habitats were 
recorded within the site boundary. 
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3 IDENTIFICATION OF RELEVANT EUROPEAN SITES 

3.1 Background to European Sites 
The Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) (together with the Birds Directive (2009/147/EC)) 
forms the cornerstone of Europe's nature conservation policy. It is built around two 
pillars: the Natura 2000 network of protected sites and the strict system of species 
protection. All in all, the Directive protects over 1,000 animal and plant species and 
over 200 "habitat types" (e.g. special types of forests, meadows, wetlands, etc.), which 
are of European importance. 
 
With the introduction of the EU Habitats Directive and Birds Directive which were 
transposed into Irish law as S.I. No. 94/1997 European Communities (Birds and 
Natural Habitats) Regulations 1997, the European Union formally recognised the 
significance of protecting rare and endangered species of flora and fauna, and also, 
more importantly, their habitats. The 1997 Regulations and their amendments were 
subsequently revised and consolidated in S.I. No. 477/2011- European Communities 
(Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011. This legislation requires the 
establishment and conservation of a network of sites of particular conservation value 
that are to be termed ‘European Sites’. 
 
Habitats Directive/Special Areas of Conservation 
Articles 3 – 9 of the EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) provide the EU legislative 
framework of protecting rare and endangered species of flora and fauna, and 
habitats. Annex I of the Directive lists habitat types whose conservation requires the 
designation of Special Areas of Conservation (SAC).  Priority habitats, such as 
Turloughs, which are in danger of disappearing within the EU territory are also listed 
in Annex I. Annex II of the Directive lists animal and plant species (e.g.  Marsh 
Fritillary, Atlantic Salmon, and Killarney Fern) whose conservation also requires the 
designation of SAC. Annex IV lists animal and plant species in need of strict 
protection such as Lesser Horseshoe Bat and Otter, and Annex V lists animal and 
plant species whose taking in the wild and exploitation may be subject to 
management measures.  In Ireland, species listed under Annex V include Irish Hare, 
Common Frog and Pine Marten.  
 
Species can be listed in more than one Annex, as is the case with Otter and Lesser 
Horseshoe Bat which are listed on both Annex II and Annex IV. 
 
Birds Directive/Special Protection Areas 
Council Directive 79/409/EEC of 2 April 1979 on the conservation of wild birds (Birds 
Directive) has been substantially amended several times. In the interests of clarity 
and rationality the said Directive was codified in 2009 and is now cited as Directive 
2009/147/EC. The Directive instructs Member States to take measures to maintain 
populations of all bird species naturally occurring in the wild state in the EU (Article 
2). Such measures may include the maintenance and/or re-establishment of habitats 
in order to sustain these bird populations (Article 3). 
 
A subset of bird species have been identified in the Directive and are listed in Annex I 
as requiring special conservation measures in relation to their habitats. These 
species have been listed on account of inter alia: their risk of extinction; vulnerability 
to specific changes in their habitat; and/or due to their relatively small population 
size or restricted distribution. Special Protection Areas (SPAs) are to be identified 
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and classified for these Annex I listed species and for regularly occurring migratory 
species, paying particular attention to the protection of wetlands (Article 4).  

3.2 Identification of the Designated Sites within the Likely Zone of 
Impact of the Proposed Development 
The most up to date GIS spatial datasets for European designated sites were 
downloaded from the NPWS website (www.npws.ie) on the 09/01/2018. Using the GIS 
software, MapInfo (Version 10.0), European sites within the likely zone of impact of 
the project were identified.  The following rationale was used to identify the likely 
zone of impact. Initially, sites within a 15km radius of the proposed development were 
identified (as per the DoEHLG Guidance (2010)). In addition, using the precautionary 
principle, European Sites located outside the 15km buffer zone were also taken into 
account but no pathway for impact on such sites was identified. 
 
Figure 3.1 shows the location of the proposed development in relation to all European 
sites within the likely Zone of Impact as identified according to the criteria described 
above.  
 
Table 3.1 below, lists all European Sites that were considered to be within the Likely 
Zone of Impact.  The site synopses and conservation objectives of these sites, as per 
the NPWS website (www.npws.ie), were considered at the time of preparing this 
report (09/01/2018). Details of these sites, including their distance from the proposed 
development, are provided in Table 3.1.   
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Table 3.1 European Sites within the Zone of Impact of the Proposed Works 
European  Site Distance from 

Proposed works 
Qualify Interests/Special Conservation Interests for which 
the European Site has been designated (Sourced from 
NPWS online Conservation Objectives, www.npws.ie on 
the ( 09/01/2018) 

Conservation Objectives 

Special Areas of Conservation  

Cuilcagh - Anierin Uplands SAC 
(000584) 

4.7km north-east  Oligotrophic waters containing very few minerals 
of sandy plains (Littorelletalia uniflorae) [3110] 

 Natural dystrophic lakes and ponds [3160] 
 Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix 

[4010] 
 European dry heaths [4030] 
 Alpine and Boreal heaths [4060] 
 Species-rich Nardus grasslands, on siliceous 

substrates in mountain areas (and submountain 
areas, in Continental Europe) [6230] 

 Blanket bogs (* if active bog) [7130] 
 Transition mires and quaking bogs [7140] 
 Petrifying springs with tufa formation 

(Cratoneurion) [7220] 
 Siliceous scree of the montane to snow levels 

(Androsacetalia alpinae and Galeopsietalia ladani) 
[8110] 

 Siliceous rocky slopes with chasmophytic 
vegetation [8220] 

 Drepanocladus vernicosus (Slender Green 
Feather-moss) [1393] 

Detailed conservation objectives for this 
site (Version 1, September 2016) were 
reviewed as part of the assessment and 
are available at www.npws.ie 

Lough Arrow SAC (001673) 14.8km west  Hard oligo-mesotrophic waters with benthic 
vegetation of Chara spp. [3140] 

This site has the generic conservation 
objective: 
‘To maintain or restore the favourable 
conservation condition of the Annex I 
habitat(s) and/or the Annex II species 
for which the SAC has been selected’.’ 
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European  Site Distance from 
Proposed works 

Qualify Interests/Special Conservation Interests for which 
the European Site has been designated (Sourced from 
NPWS online Conservation Objectives, www.npws.ie on 
the ( 09/01/2018) 

Conservation Objectives

(NPWS Generic version 5.0, 2016) 
Special Protected Areas 

Lough Arrow SPA (004064) 14.8km west  Little Grebe (Tachybaptus ruficollis) [A004] 
 Tufted Duck (Aythya fuligula) [A061] 
 Wetland and Waterbirds [A999] 

The generic conservation objectives of 
this designated site  as per the 
Conservation Objectives Document 
(NPWS Generic version 5.0, 2016) are: 
 

 To maintain or restore the 
favourable conservation 
condition of the bird species 
listed as Special Conservation 
Interests for this SPA 

 
 

 To maintain or restore the 
favourable conservation 
condition of the wetland 
habitat at Lough Arrow SPA as 
a resource for the regularly-
occurring migratory 
waterbirds that utilise it. 
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4 ASSESSMENT OF LIKELY EFFECTS ON EUROPEAN 
SITES 

4.1 Article 6(3) Assessment Criteria 
The Screening Assessment criteria examined in the impact assessment section of 
this document follows the suggested screening matrix structure detailed in 
‘Assessment of Plans and Projects Significantly Affecting Natura 2000 Sites: 
Methodological guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats 
Directive ‘(EC, 2001). 

4.2 Description of Individual Elements of the Project with Potential 
to give Rise to Impacts on the Natura 2000 Site 
Elements of the works in the preparation/construction phase with potential to give 
rise to effects on European sites include the following: 
 

 Site clearance and associated earthworks. 
 Temporary construction facilities. 
 Construction activities. 

 
None of the elements of the development as planned are likely to significantly impact 
on any European Sites. 

4.3 Description of any Likely Direct, Indirect or Secondary Impacts 
of the Project on the European Sites 
Any likely direct, indirect or secondary impacts of the proposed development, both 
alone and in combination with other plans or projects, on European Sites are 
assessed. These are assessed by virtue of the following criteria: size and scale, land-
take; distance from the European Site or key features of the site; resource 
requirements (such as water abstraction); emissions (disposal to land, water or air); 
excavation requirements; transportation requirements and; duration of construction, 
operation and decommissioning. The likely impacts are presented in Table 4.1 below. 
 
Table 4.1 Likely Impacts of the Proposed Development on the European Sites 

Likely Direct, Indirect or Secondary Impacts of the Project on the European Sites 

Size and Scale 
Pathways for impact were not identified with regard to any 
European sites. 

Land-take 

There will be no land take associated with the proposed 
development within any European Site.  No potential for effects in 
regard of land take were identified in relation to any European 
Sites. 

Distance from the 
European Sites or Key 
Features of the Site 

The proposed development site does not overlap with the 
boundaries of any European sites. The nearest European site is 
located 4.7km from the proposed development boundary. There 
are no pathways for indirect impacts identified.  
 
No potential for impacts in regard to distance from the Proposed 
development was identified in relation to any European Sites within 
the Zone of likely Impact. 
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Likely Direct, Indirect or Secondary Impacts of the Project on the European Sites 

Resource 
Requirements 

There will be no exploitation of any resources within any European 
Site as part of the proposed development and therefore impacts in 
this regard on any of the sites within the zone of impact can be 
discounted at this stage of the assessment process. 

Emissions 

The proposed works are located 4.7km away from the nearest 
European Site. The nearest site with surface water connectivity is 
located more than 30km downstream. A suite of best practice 
measures incorporated into the project design included in Section 
2.2.1 combined with the dilution factor associated with the 
intervening watercourse ensure that there will be no effects on the 
downstream European Sites. Based on the above, significant 
effects on European Sites within the Likely Zone of Impact can be 
excluded at this stage. 

Excavation 
Requirements 

There will be no works undertaken within any European Site and 
therefore no direct impacts relating to excavation are predicted. 
Potential indirect impacts include emissions to surface water. 
These potential impacts are considered above in relation to 
distance from European Sites and Emissions.  
 
Consequently, in view of best scientific knowledge and on the basis 
of objective information, the proposed development, either 
individually or in combination with other plans or projects, is not 
likely to have significant effects on any European Sites via the 
excavation requirement.

Transportation 
Requirements 

All transportation requirements to the development will be 
conducted within the existing public road network No pathway for 
direct or indirect impacts on any European Site as a result of the 
transportation requirements associated with this project was 
identified.

Duration of 
Construction, 
Operation, 
Decommissioning 

The construction phase of the proposed development will be short-
term in duration and therefore there will be no significant impact in 
terms of length of the construction phase.  
 
The operational phase is likely to be long-term in duration. 
However, the trail will be utilized by pedestrians and cyclists. 
Therefore, there are unlikely to be impacts as a result of the 
duration of the project.

Cumulative Impacts 
with other Projects or 
Plans 

The proposed development was considered in combination with 
other plans and projects in the area that could result in cumulative 
impacts on European Sites.  
 
The online planning system for Leitrim County Council, was 
consulted on the 21/03/2018. Fourteen other projects were found 
for the townlands of Carricknabrack and Corrachuill within the last 
5 years and comprised; an indoor skate-park, upgrading of a 
wastewater treatment plant, construction of a slatted shed,  
extension to an existing dwelling house, the conversion of a house 
to a pre-school, and an extension of duration for the construction 
of a dwelling house, sewage treatment system and ancillary works. 
 
As the proposed works will not have any significant effects on any 
designated sites, cumulative impacts are not anticipated. 
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4.4 Description of any Likely Changes to European Sites 
Any potential changes to the European Sites are described below in Table 4.2 with 
reference to the following criteria: reduction of habitat area, disturbance to key 
species, habitat or species fragmentation, reduction in species density, changes in 
key indicators of conservation value (e.g. water quality etc.) and climate change. 
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Table 4.2 Likely Changes to European Sites 
Likely Changes to the European Sites

Reduction of Habitat Area 
There will be no loss of Annex I habitat or loss of supporting 
habitat for SCI/QI species of European sites. 

Disturbance to Key Species 

Given that all the works associated with the proposed 
development are wholly located outside the boundaries of any 
European site, the nature and scale of the proposed work, and 
the distance to European Sites, there will be no significant 
impacts on key species. 

Habitat or Species 
Fragmentation 

There will be no habitat or species fragmentation within any 
European Site associated with the proposed development. 

Reduction in Species 
Density 

Given the habitats upon which the proposed development is 
located and the lack of proposed works within any European 
Site, no reduction in species density is anticipated as a result of 
the proposed works. 

Changes in Key Indicators of 
Conservation Value 

Given the nature, scale and location of the proposed works 
there will be no changes to the key indicators of conservation 
value of any of European sites. 

Climate Change 
Given the nature and scale of the proposed development, it is 
considered unlikely that there will be any significant resultant 
impact on climate change. 

 

4.5 Description of any Likely Impacts on any European Site 
Potential pathways for impacts and effects on the European sites in the preceding 
sections have been examined and none were found to have a significant impact as a 
result of the proposed development.  
 
Direct Impacts and Indirect Impacts on European Sites are not anticipated. Table 4.3 
describes the nature of any impacts in terms of the structure and function of the 
identified European Sites. 
 
Table 4.3 Assessment of Potential Impacts on the Structure and Function of European Sites 
Likely Changes to the European Sites
Interference with the key 
relationships that define 
the structure of a European 
Site 

No potential for impact on the key relationships that define 
the Structure of any European Sites have been identified 

Interference with key 
relationships that define 
the function of the 
European site 

No potential for impact on the key relationships that define 
the Function of any European Sites have been identified. 

  

4.6 Indicators of Significance as a Result of the Identification of 
Effects 
Indicators of significance are provided in Table 4.4 below. Indicators are provided for 
any impacts identified above in terms of loss, fragmentation, disruption, disturbance 
and changes to key elements of the European Sites, such as water quality. 
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Table 4.4 Indicators of Significance as a Result of the Identification of Effects 
Indicators of Significance as a Result of the Identification of Effects

Loss 
There will be no reduction in Annex I habitat area within any 
European Sites as a result of the proposed development. There 
will be no net loss of supporting habitat of QI/SCI species. 

Fragmentation 
There will be no habitat or species fragmentation within any 
European Site associated with the proposed development. 

Disruption There will be no disruption to the ecological processes within 
any European Sites as a result of the proposed development.

Disturbance 
There will be no disturbance within any European Sites as a 
result of the proposed development. 

Changes to Key Elements 
of the Site 

There will be no changes to key elements within any Natura 
2000 site as a result of the proposed development. 
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5 ARTICLE 6(3) SCREENING STATEMENT AND 
CONCLUSIONS 

The findings of this Screening Assessment are presented following the European 
Commission guidance document ‘Assessment of Plans and Projects Significantly 
affecting Natura 2000 Sites: Methodological Guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) 
and 6(4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC’ (EC, 2001) and the Department of the 
Environment’s Guidance on the Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in 
Ireland (December 2009, amended February 2010). 

5.1 Assessment of Significance of Effects 
Is the project directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site? 

The project is not directly connected with or necessary to the management of any 
European Site. 
 
Are there any other projects or plans that together with the project being assessed 
could affect the site? 

A search in relation to plans and projects that may have the potential to result in 
cumulative impacts on European sites was conducted. The proposed development 
will have no individual or cumulative impacts on any European site in any regard.  
 
Describe how the project is likely to affect the Natura 2000 sites 

The project will not significantly affect any European Sites. Complete impact source-
pathway receptor chains for direct or indirect impacts were not identified. 

 
Explain why these effects are not considered significant 

 There will be no negative direct or indirect impacts or reduction in Annex I 
habitat area within any European Site. 

 There will be no reduction in key habitats supporting populations of Annex I 
bird species and no reduction in the populations of any Annex I species. 

 There will be no reduction in key habitats supporting populations of Annex II 
species and no reduction in the populations of any Annex II species. 

 The works themselves will involve little disturbance or disruption to the 
ecological processes in the area during either construction or operation. 

5.2 Data Collected to Carry Out Assessment 
In preparation of the assessment, the following sources were used to gather 
information: 
 
 Review of NPWS Site Synopses, mapping and Conservation Objectives for the 

various European Sites within the Likely Zone of Impact, 
 Review of 2013 EU Habitats Directive (Article 17) Report, 
 Review of OS maps and aerial photographs of the site of the proposed 

development, 
 Review of relevant databases including National Biodiversity Ireland 

Database, 
 Review of other plans and projects within the area, 
 Liaison with the project team in relation to the design of the development, 
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 Site visits conducted by James Owens (BSc, MSc) and Laoise Kelly (BSc). 

5.3 Overall Conclusions 
The proposed development, by itself or in combination with other plans and projects, 
in light of best scientific knowledge in the field, will not, in view of the sites’ 
conservation objectives, have significant effects on any European Site. 
 
There is no requirement for Appropriate Assessment.  
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