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SECTION A 

AA Screening Report 

 
Q.1 Project and project area  

 

Parameter / Feature Details & Source  

Area (ha) / Length (m) The project area is 10.08ha 

Soil The underlying soil type is: podzols (peaty)/lithosols/peats (100%) 

(Source: Soil layer, iFORIS) 

Elevation (m)  The project lies between Avonmore_020 (100%)m and 
Avonmore_Sc_010 (100%)m 

(Source: OS Discovery Map) 

Slope Steep 15-30% 

(Source: OS Discovery Map) 

Basic habitat(s) and/or onsite 
vegetation 

99% WD4 & 1% PB3 

(Source: Application details / iFORIS Ortho. / Fossitt’s A Guide to Habitats 
in Ireland / Other…)  

Reforestation (if applicable) SS (100%)@2500 

Sub-basin  Avonmore_020 (100%) 

(Source: WFD – River Sub-Basins layer, iFORIS) 

Sub-catchment Avonmore_Sc_010 (100%) 

(Source: EPA gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/AAGeoTool) 

Catchment Ovoca-Vartry (100%) 

(Source: EPA gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Q.2 European sites  

iFORIS MAP VIEWER has identified the following European site(s) as lying within 15 km of the project area. Other 
European sites further away can also be inputted manually, if deemed necessary. For example, a proposed felling 
over 15 km from a FPM SAC but still overlapping the corresponding catchment (as per draft Forests & FPM Plan).  

 

European site & code Project area overlaps 
this European site 

Project area 15 km or less 
from this European site 

(regardless of hydrological 
connectivity) 

 

This European site is 
greater than 15 km from 
the project area, but is 

inputted manually for the 
following reasons: 

 

Wicklow Mountains SAC 
IE0002122 

Yes No No 

Wicklow Mountains SPA 
IE0004040 

Yes No No 

Carriggower Bog SAC 
IE0000716 

No Yes No 

Glen of the Downs SAC 
IE0000719 

No Yes No 

Vale of Clara (Rathdrum Wood) 
SAC IE0000733 

No Yes No 

Knocksink Wood SAC 
IE0000725 

No Yes No 

Poulaphouca Reservoir SPA 
IE0004063 

No Yes No 

The Murrough SPA IE0004186 No Yes No 

The Murrough Wetlands SAC 
IE0002249 

No Yes No 

  



 

Q.3 As Inspector, have you reviewed all referral responses and submissions 
received in relation to this?  

YES 

 

Q.4 Is there sufficient information within the application and available from 
elsewhere to form a sound judgement regarding the likelihood of the project 
having a significant effect on a European site?  

YES 

 

  



European Site: Wicklow Mountains SAC IE0002122 

Qualifying Interests: Lutra lutra (Otter) [1355], Oligotrophic waters containing very few minerals of sandy plains 
(Littorelletalia uniflorae) [3110], Natural dystrophic lakes and ponds [3160], Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica 
tetralix [4010], European dry heaths [4030], Alpine and Boreal heaths [4060], Calaminarian grasslands of the 
Violetalia calaminariae [6130], Species-rich Nardus grasslands, on silicious substrates in mountain areas (and 
submountain areas in Continental Europe) [6230], Blanket bogs (* if active bog) [7130], Siliceous scree of the 
montane to snow levels (Androsacetalia alpinae and Galeopsietalia ladani) [8110], Calcareous rocky slopes with 
chasmophytic vegetation [8210], Siliceous rocky slopes with chasmophytic vegetation [8220], Old sessile oak woods 
with Ilex and Blechnum in the British Isles [91A0]. 

Please answer the following questions for this European Site:  

(a) Have you reviewed details of this European Site, including its 
Qualifying Interests & conservation objectives and supporting habitats 
and species (as published at http://www.npws.ie/protected-
sites/sac/002122)? 

Yes 

(b) Is there a possibility of this project having a significant effect on any 
TERRESTRIAL HABITAT listed as a Qualifying Interest of this SAC? 

Yes 

(c) Is there a possibility of the project having a significant effect on any 
TERRESTRIAL SPECIES listed as a Qualifying Interest of this SAC? 

Yes 

(d) Is there a possibility of the project having a significant effect on any 
AQUATIC HABITAT or AQUATIC SPECIES listed as a Qualifying Interest of 
this SAC? 

Yes 

(e) Is there a possibility of the project impacting negatively on any 
supporting habitats and species? 

Unknown 

 

European Site: Wicklow Mountains SPA IE0004040 

Special Conservation Interests: Falco columbarius (Merlin, permanent [breeding & wintering]) [A098], Falco 
peregrinus (Peregrine, permanent [breeding & wintering]) [A103]. 

Please answer the following questions for this European Site:  

(a) Have you reviewed details of this European Site, including its Special 

Conservation Interests & conservation objectives and supporting habitats 

and species (as published at http://www.npws.ie/protected-

sites/spa/004040)? 

Yes 

(b) Could this project have a significant effect on any breeding population 

listed as a Special Conservation Interest of this SPA 
Yes 

(c) Could this project have a significant effect on any wintering population 

listed as a Special Conservation Interest of this SPA? 
Yes 

(d) Could this project have a significant effect on ‘wetland and waterbirds’ 

(A999)? 
No 

(e) Is there a possibility of the project impacting negatively on any 

supporting habitats and species? 
Unknown 

 



European Site: Carriggower Bog SAC IE0000716 

Qualifying Interests: Transition mires and quaking bogs [7140].  

Please answer the following questions for this European Site:  

(a) Have you reviewed details of this European Site, including its 

Qualifying Interests & conservation objectives and supporting habitats 

and species (as published at http://www.npws.ie/protected-

sites/sac/000716)? 

Yes 

(b) Is there a possibility of the project having a significant effect on any 

TERRESTRIAL HABITAT listed as a Qualifying Interest of this SAC? 
No 

(c) Is there a possibility of the project having a significant effect on any 

TERRESTRIAL SPECIES listed as a Qualifying Interest of this SAC? 
No 

(d) Is there a possibility of the project having a significant effect on any 

AQUATIC HABITAT or AQUATIC SPECIES listed as a Qualifying Interest of 

this SAC? 

No 

(e) Is there a possibility of the project impacting negatively on any 

supporting habitats and species? 
No 

 

European Site: Glen of the Downs SAC IE0000719 

Qualifying Interests: Old sessile oak woods with Ilex and Blechnum in the British Isles [91A0]. 

Please answer the following questions for this European Site:  

(a) Have you reviewed details of this European Site, including its 

Qualifying Interest& conservation objectives and supporting habitats and 

species (as published at http://www.npws.ie/protected-

sites/sac/000719)? 

Yes 

(b) Is there a possibility of the project having a significant effect on any 

TERRESTRIAL HABITAT listed as a Qualifying Interest of this SAC? 
No 

(c) Is there a possibility of the project having a significant effect on any 

TERRESTRIAL SPECIES listed as a Qualifying Interest of this SAC? 
No 

(d) Is there a possibility of the project having a significant effect on any 

AQUATIC HABITAT or AQUATIC SPECIES listed as a Qualifying Interest of 

this SAC? 

No 

(e) Is there a possibility of the project impacting negatively on any 

supporting habitats and species? 
No 

 

European Site: Vale of Clara (Rathdrum Wood) SAC IE0000733 

Qualifying Interests: Old sessile oak woods with Ilex and Blechnum in the British Isles [91A0]. 

Please answer the following questions for this European Site:  

(a) Have you reviewed details of this European Site, including its 

Qualifying Interest & conservation objectives and supporting habitats and 
Yes 



species (as published at http://www.npws.ie/protected-

sites/sac/000733)? 

(b) Is there a possibility of the project having a significant effect on any 

TERRESTRIAL HABITAT listed as a Qualifying Interest of this SAC? 
No 

(c) Is there a possibility of the project having a significant effect on any 

TERRESTRIAL SPECIES listed as a Qualifying Interest of this SAC? 
No 

(d) Is there a possibility of the project having a significant effect on any 

AQUATIC HABITAT or AQUATIC SPECIES listed as a Qualifying Interest of 

this SAC? 

No 

(e) Is there a possibility of the project impacting negatively on any 

supporting habitats and species? 
No 

 

European Site: Knocksink Wood SAC IE0000725 

Qualifying Interests: Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion incanae, 
Salicion albae) [91E0], Petrifying springs with tufa formation (Cratoneurion) [7220]. 

Please answer the following questions for this European Site:  

(a) Have you reviewed details of this European Site, including its 

Qualifying Interest & conservation objectives and supporting habitats and 

species (as published at http://www.npws.ie/protected-

sites/sac/000725)? 

Yes 

(b) Is there a possibility of the project having a significant effect on any 

TERRESTRIAL HABITAT listed as a Qualifying Interest of this SAC? 
No 

(c) Is there a possibility of the project having a significant effect on any 

TERRESTRIAL SPECIES listed as a Qualifying Interest of this SAC? 
No 

(d) Is there a possibility of the project having a significant effect on any 

AQUATIC HABITAT or AQUATIC SPECIES listed as a Qualifying Interest of 

this SAC? 

No 

(e) Is there a possibility of the project impacting negatively on any 

supporting habitats and species? 
No 

 

European Site: Poulaphouca Reservoir SPA IE0004063 

Special Conservation Interests: Anser anser (Greylag goose, Wintering) [A043], Larus fuscus (Lesser black-backed 
Gull, Wintering) [A183]. 

Please answer the following questions for this European Site:  

(a) Have you reviewed details of this European Site, including its Special 

Conservation Interests & conservation objectives and supporting habitats 

and species (as published at http://www.npws.ie/protected-

sites/spa/004063)? 

Yes 



(b) Could this project have a significant effect on any breeding population 

listed as a Special Conservation Interest of this SPA 
No 

(c) Could this project have a significant effect on any wintering population 

listed as a Special Conservation Interest of this SPA? 
No 

(d) Could this project have a significant effect on ‘wetland and waterbirds’ 

(A999)? 
No 

(e) Is there a possibility of the project impacting negatively on any 

supporting habitats and species? 
No 

 

European Site: The Murrough SPA IE0004186 

Special Conservation Interests: Anas crecca (Teal, wintering) [A052], Anas penelope (Wigeon, wintering) [A050], 
Anser anser (Greylag goose, wintering) [A043], Branta bernicla hrota (Light-bellied Brent Goose, wintering) [A046], 
Chroicocephalus ridibundus (Black-headed gull, wintering) [A179], Gavia stellata (Red-throated Diver, wintering) 
[A001], Larus argentatus (Herring Gull, wintering) [A184], Sterna albifrons (Little Tern, breeding) [A195], Wetland 
and waterbirds [A999]. 

Please answer the following questions for this European Site:  

(a) Have you reviewed details of this European Site, including its Special 

Conservation Interests & conservation objectives and supporting habitats 

and species (as published at http://www.npws.ie/protected-

sites/spa/004186)? 

Yes 

(b) Could this project have a significant effect on any breeding population 

listed as a Special Conservation Interest of this SPA 
No 

(c) Could this project have a significant effect on any wintering population 

listed as a Special Conservation Interest of this SPA? 
No 

(d) Could this project have a significant effect on ‘wetland and waterbirds’ 

(A999)? 
No 

(e) Is there a possibility of the project impacting negatively on any 

supporting habitats and species? 
No 

 

European Site: The Murrough Wetlands SAC IE0002249 

Qualifying Interests: Annual vegetation of drift lines [1210], Perennial vegetation of stony banks [1220], Atlantic salt 
meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae) [1330], Mediterranean salt meadows (Juncetalia maritimi) [1410], 
Calcareous fens with Cladium mariscus and species of the Caricion davallianae [7210], Alkaline fens [7230]. 

Please answer the following questions for this European Site:  

(a) Have you reviewed details of this European Site, including its 

Qualifying Interests & conservation objectives and supporting habitats 

and species (as published at http://www.npws.ie/protected-

sites/sac/002249)? 

Yes 

(b) Is there a possibility of the project having a significant effect on any 

TERRESTRIAL HABITAT listed as a Qualifying Interest of this SAC? 
No 



(c) Is there a possibility of the project having a significant effect on any 

TERRESTRIAL SPECIES listed as a Qualifying Interest of this SAC? 
No 

(d) Is there a possibility of the project having a significant effect on any 

AQUATIC HABITAT or AQUATIC SPECIES listed as a Qualifying Interest of 

this SAC? 

No 

(e) Is there a possibility of the project impacting negatively on any 

supporting habitats and species? 
No 

 

Wicklow Mountains SAC IE0002122 

I have reviewed the details of this European site, including its Qualifying Interests (listed below) & conservation objectives, 
as per: http://www.npws.ie/protected-sites/sac/002122. 
 
Qualifying Interests: Lutra lutra (Otter) [1355], Oligotrophic waters containing very few minerals of sandy plains 
(Littorelletalia uniflorae) [3110], Natural dystrophic lakes and ponds [3160], Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix 
[4010], European dry heaths [4030], Alpine and Boreal heaths [4060], Calaminarian grasslands of the Violetalia calaminariae 
[6130], Species-rich Nardus grasslands, on silicious substrates in mountain areas (and submountain areas in Continental 
Europe) [6230], Blanket bogs (* if active bog) [7130], Siliceous scree of the montane to snow levels (Androsacetalia alpinae 
and Galeopsietalia ladani) [8110], Calcareous rocky slopes with chasmophytic vegetation [8210], Siliceous rocky slopes with 
chasmophytic vegetation [8220], Old sessile oak woods with Ilex and Blechnum in the British Isles [91A0]. 
 
This European site is within the Slaney & Wexford Harbour (12) (9%), Ovoca-Vartry (10) (52%) and Liffey and Dublin Bay (09) 
(39%) catchments. The project is 0m from this European site.  
 
Having examined, analysed and evaluated, in the light of the best scientific knowledge in the field, the following aspects of 
the project:  
- the project design (including associated operations and ancillary works) and location;  
- the European site, its Qualifying Interests and conservation objectives; 
- the possibility of potential sources and pathways; and 
- the application of the DAFM habitat (v18Dec19) and species (06Dec2019) tables relating to Qualifying Interests. 
 
 
I conclude that it cannot be excluded, based on objective scientific information, that the project itself (i.e. individually) will 
have a significant effect on this European site, due to the following findings: 
 

➢ Possible effect due to the location of the project within the Natura site. 
 
Therefore, the recommended AA Screening determination is as follows: 

AA Screening has been carried out in accordance with S.I.477 of 2011 (as amended) and S.I.191 of 2017 (as amended). The 
project is not directly connected with or necessary to the management of any European site.  
However, DAFM has determined that there is a likelihood of the project, individually, having a likely significant effect on this 
European site, or uncertainty exists in this regard. 
Accordingly, an Appropriate Assessment of the project in relation to this European site is required, and the project is 
screened in in relation to this European site. 
 
This determination represents AA Screening Conclusion: AA Required 
 

 

Wicklow Mountains SPA IE0004040 

I have reviewed the details of this European site, including its Special Conservation Interests (listed below) & conservation 
objectives, as per: http://www.npws.ie/protected-sites/spa/004040. 
 
Special Conservation Interests: Falco columbarius (Merlin, permanent [breeding & wintering]) [A098], Falco peregrinus 
(Peregrine, permanent [breeding & wintering]) [A103]. 
 



This European site is within the Slaney & Wexford Harbour (12) (6%), Ovoca-Vartry (10) (59%) and Liffey and Dublin Bay (09) 
(35%) catchments. The project is 0m from this European site. 
 
Having examined, analysed and evaluated, in the light of the best scientific knowledge in the field, the following aspects of 
the project:  
- the project design (including associated operations and ancillary works) and location;  
- the European Site, its qualifying interests and conservation objectives; 
- the possibility of potential sources and pathways; and 
- the application of the DAFM bird foraging (v06Jan20) table relating to Special Conservation Interests. 
 
I conclude that it cannot be excluded, based on objective scientific information, that the project itself (i.e. individually) will 
have a significant effect on this European site, due to the following findings: 
 

➢ Possible effect due to the location of the project within this European site 
 
 
Therefore, the recommended AA Screening determination is as follows: 

AA Screening has been carried out in accordance with S.I.477 of 2011 (as amended) and S.I.191 of 2017 (as amended). The 
project is not directly connected with or necessary to the management of any European site.  
However, DAFM has determined that there is a likelihood of the project, individually, having a likely significant effect on this 
European site, or uncertainty exists in this regard. 
Accordingly, an Appropriate Assessment of the project in relation to this European site is required, and the project is 
screened in in relation to this European site. 
This determination represents AA Screening Conclusion: AA Required 
 

 

Carriggower Bog SAC IE0000716 

I have reviewed the details of this European site, including its Qualifying Interests (listed below) & conservation objectives, 
as per: http://www.npws.ie/protected-sites/sac/000716. 
 
Qualifying Interests: Transition mires and quaking bogs [7140]. 
 
This European site is within the Ovoca-Vartry (10) (100%) catchment. The project is 6514m from this European site.  
 
Having examined, analysed and evaluated, in the light of the best scientific knowledge in the field, the following aspects of 
the project:  
- the project design (including associated operations and ancillary works) and location;  
- the European site, its Qualifying Interests and conservation objectives; 
- the possibility of potential sources and pathways; and 
- the application of the DAFM habitat (v18Dec19) and species (06Dec2019) tables relating to Qualifying Interests. 
 
I conclude that it can be excluded, based on objective scientific information, that the project itself (i.e. individually) will 
have a significant effect on this European site, due to the following findings: 
 

➢ Due to the absence of a direct upstream hydrological connection, and subsequent lack of any pathway, 
hydrological or otherwise. 

 
Furthermore, as set out in the in-combination assessment attached to this this AA Screening, as there is no likelihood of the 
project itself (i.e. individually) having a significant effect on thisEuropean site, there is no potential for it to contribute to 
any cumulative adverse effects on the site, when considered in-combination with other plans and projects 
 
Therefore, the recommended AA Screening determination is as follows: 

AA Screening has been carried out in accordance with S.I.477 of 2011 (as amended) and S.I.191 of 2017 (as amended). The 
project is not directly connected with or necessary to the management of any European site.  
Furthermore, DAFM has determined that there is no liklihood of the project having any significant effect either individually 
or in combination with other plans and projects, on this European site. 
Accordingly, an Appropriate Assessment of the project in relation to this European site is not required, and the project is 
screened out in relation to this European site. 
This determination repersents AA Screening conclusion: Screen Out. 
 



Determination under Section 42(16) of S.I. No. 477 of 2011. 

For the purpose of compliance with the provisions of Section 42(16) of the European Communities (Birds and Natural 
Habiats) Regulations 2011(S.I. No. 477 of 2011), on the basis of foregoing determination, DAFM has also determinded that 
the project will not adversely affect the integrity of this European site. 

 

Glen of the Downs SAC IE0000719 

I have reviewed the details of this European site, including its Qualifying Interests (listed below) & conservation objectives, 
as per: http://www.npws.ie/protected-sites/sac/000719. 
 
Qualifying InterestS: Old sessile oak woods with Ilex and Blechnum in the British Isles [91A0]. 
 
This European site is within the Ovoca-Vartry (10) (100%) catchment. The project is 11502m from this European site.  
 
Having examined, analysed and evaluated, in the light of the best scientific knowledge in the field, the following aspects of 
the project:  
- the project design (including associated operations and ancillary works) and location;  
- the European site, its Qualifying Interests and conservation objectives; 
- the possibility of potential sources and pathways; and 
- the application of the DAFM habitat (v18Dec19) and species (06Dec2019) tables relating to Qualifying Interests. 
 
I conclude that it can be excluded, based on objective scientific information, that the project itself (i.e. individually) will 
have a significant effect on this European site, due to the following findings: 
 

➢ Due to the absence of a direct upstream hydrological connection, and subsequent lack of any pathway, 
hydrological or otherwise. 

 
Furthermore, as set out in the in-combination assessment attached to this this AA Screening, as there is no likelihood of the 
project itself (i.e. individually) having a significant effect on thisEuropean site, there is no potential for it to contribute to 
any cumulative adverse effects on the site, when considered in-combination with other plans and projects 
 
Therefore, the recommended AA Screening determination is as follows: 

AA Screening has been carried out in accordance with S.I.477 of 2011 (as amended) and S.I.191 of 2017 (as amended). The 
project is not directly connected with or necessary to the management of any European site.  
Furthermore, DAFM has determined that there is no liklihood of the project having any significant effect either individually 
or in combination with other plans and projects, on this European site. 
Accordingly, an Appropriate Assessment of the project in relation to this European site is not required, and the project is 
screened out in relation to this European site. 
This determination repersents AA Screening conclusion: Screen Out. 
 
Determination under Section 42(16) of S.I. No. 477 of 2011. 

For the purpose of compliance with the provisions of Section 42(16) of the European Communities (Birds and Natural 
Habiats) Regulations 2011(S.I. No. 477 of 2011), on the basis of foregoing determination, DAFM has also determinded that 
the project will not adversely affect the integrity of this European site. 

 

Vale of Clara (Rathdrum Wood) SAC IE0000733 

I have reviewed the details of this European site, including its Qualifying Interests (listed below) & conservation objectives, 
as per: http://www.npws.ie/protected-sites/sac/000733. 
 
Qualifying Interests: Old sessile oak woods with Ilex and Blechnum in the British Isles [91A0]. 
 
This European site is within the Ovoca-Vartry (10) (100%) catchment. The project is 11672m from this European site.  
 
Having examined, analysed and evaluated, in the light of the best scientific knowledge in the field, the following aspects of 
the project:  
- the project design (including associated operations and ancillary works) and location;  
- the European site, its Qualifying Interests and conservation objectives; 
- the possibility of potential sources and pathways; and 
- the application of the DAFM habitat (v18Dec19) and species (06Dec2019) tables relating to Qualifying Interests. 



 
I conclude that it can be excluded, based on objective scientific information, that the project itself (i.e. individually) will 
have a significant effect on this European site, due to the following findings: 
 

➢ Due to the absence of a direct upstream hydrological connection, and subsequent lack of any pathway, 
hydrological or otherwise. 

 
Furthermore, as set out in the in-combination assessment attached to this this AA Screening, as there is no likelihood of the 
project itself (i.e. individually) having a significant effect on thisEuropean site, there is no potential for it to contribute to 
any cumulative adverse effects on the site, when considered in-combination with other plans and projects 
 
Therefore, the recommended AA Screening determination is as follows: 

AA Screening has been carried out in accordance with S.I.477 of 2011 (as amended) and S.I.191 of 2017 (as amended). The 
project is not directly connected with or necessary to the management of any European site.  
Furthermore, DAFM has determined that there is no liklihood of the project having any significant effect either individually 
or in combination with other plans and projects, on this European site. 
Accordingly, an Appropriate Assessment of the project in relation to this European site is not required, and the project is 
screened out in relation to this European site. 
This determination repersents AA Screening conclusion: Screen Out. 
 
Determination under Section 42(16) of S.I. No. 477 of 2011. 

For the purpose of compliance with the provisions of Section 42(16) of the European Communities (Birds and Natural 
Habiats) Regulations 2011(S.I. No. 477 of 2011), on the basis of foregoing determination, DAFM has also determinded that 
the project will not adversely affect the integrity of this European site. 

 

Knocksink Wood SAC IE0000725 

I have reviewed the details of this European site, including its Qualifying Interests (listed below) & conservation objectives, 
as per: http://www.npws.ie/protected-sites/sac/000725. 
 
Qualifying Interests: Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion incanae, Salicion albae) 
[91E0], Petrifying springs with tufa formation (Cratoneurion) [7220]. 
 
This European site is within the Ovoca-Vartry (10) (100%) catchment. The project is 14343m from this European site.  
 
Having examined, analysed and evaluated, in the light of the best scientific knowledge in the field, the following aspects of 
the project:  
- the project design (including associated operations and ancillary works) and location;  
- the European site, its Qualifying Interests and conservation objectives; 
- the possibility of potential sources and pathways; and 
- the application of the DAFM habitat (v18Dec19) and species (06Dec2019) tables relating to Qualifying Interests. 
 
I conclude that it can be excluded, based on objective scientific information, that the project itself (i.e. individually) will 
have a significant effect on this European site, due to the following findings: 
 

➢ Due to the absence of a direct upstream hydrological connection, and subsequent lack of any pathway, 
hydrological or otherwise. 

 
Furthermore, as set out in the in-combination assessment attached to this this AA Screening, as there is no likelihood of the 
project itself (i.e. individually) having a significant effect on thisEuropean site, there is no potential for it to contribute to 
any cumulative adverse effects on the site, when considered in-combination with other plans and projects 
 
Therefore, the recommended AA Screening determination is as follows: 

AA Screening has been carried out in accordance with S.I.477 of 2011 (as amended) and S.I.191 of 2017 (as amended). The 
project is not directly connected with or necessary to the management of any European site.  
Furthermore, DAFM has determined that there is no liklihood of the project having any significant effect either individually 
or in combination with other plans and projects, on this European site. 
Accordingly, an Appropriate Assessment of the project in relation to this European site is not required, and the project is 
screened out in relation to this European site. 
This determination repersents AA Screening conclusion: Screen Out. 



 
Determination under Section 42(16) of S.I. No. 477 of 2011. 

For the purpose of compliance with the provisions of Section 42(16) of the European Communities (Birds and Natural 
Habiats) Regulations 2011(S.I. No. 477 of 2011), on the basis of foregoing determination, DAFM has also determinded that 
the project will not adversely affect the integrity of this European site. 

 

Poulaphouca Reservoir SPA IE0004063 

I have reviewed the details of this European site, including its Special Conservation Interests (listed below) & conservation 
objectives, as per: http://www.npws.ie/protected-sites/spa/004063. 
 
Special Conservation Interests: Anser anser (Greylag goose, Wintering) [A043], Larus fuscus (Lesser black-backed Gull, 
Wintering) [A183]. 
 
This European site is within the Liffey and Dublin Bay (09) (100%) catchment. The project is 14562m from this European 
site.  
 
Having examined, analysed and evaluated, in the light of the best scientific knowledge in the field, the following aspects of 
the project:  
- the project design (including associated operations and ancillary works) and location;  
- the European Site, its qualifying interests and conservation objectives; 
- the possibility of potential sources and pathways; and 
- the application of the DAFM bird foraging (v06Jan20) table relating to Special Conservation Interests. 
 
I conclude that it can be excluded, based on objective scientific information, that the project itself (i.e. individually) will 
have a significant effect on this European site, due to the following findings: 
 

➢ Due to the separation distance between the Natura site and the project. 
 
Furthermore, as set out in the in-combination assessment attached to this this AA Screening, as there is no likelihood of the 
project itself (i.e. individually) having a significant effect on thisEuropean site, there is no potential for it to contribute to 
any cumulative adverse effects on the site, when considered in-combination with other plans and projects 
 
Therefore, the recommended AA Screening determination is as follows: 

AA Screening has been carried out in accordance with S.I.477 of 2011 (as amended) and S.I.191 of 2017 (as amended). The 
project is not directly connected with or necessary to the management of any European site.  
Furthermore, DAFM has determined that there is no liklihood of the project having any significant effect either individually 
or in combination with other plans and projects, on this European site. 
Accordingly, an Appropriate Assessment of the project in relation to this European site is not required, and the project is 
screened out in relation to this European site. 
This determination repersents AA Screening conclusion: Screen Out. 
 
Determination under Section 42(16) of S.I. No. 477 of 2011. 

For the purpose of compliance with the provisions of Section 42(16) of the European Communities (Birds and Natural 
Habiats) Regulations 2011(S.I. No. 477 of 2011), on the basis of foregoing determination, DAFM has also determinded that 
the project will not adversely affect the integrity of this European site. 

 

The Murrough SPA IE0004186 

I have reviewed the details of this European site, including its Special Conservation Interests (listed below) & conservation 
objectives, as per: http://www.npws.ie/protected-sites/spa/004186. 
 
Special Conservation Interests:Anas crecca (Teal, wintering) [A052], Anas penelope (Wigeon, wintering) [A050], Anser anser 
(Greylag goose, wintering) [A043], Branta bernicla hrota (Light-bellied Brent Goose, wintering) [A046], Chroicocephalus 
ridibundus (Black-headed gull, wintering) [A179], Gavia stellata (Red-throated Diver, wintering) [A001], Larus argentatus 
(Herring Gull, wintering) [A184], Sterna albifrons (Little Tern, breeding) [A195], Wetland and waterbirds [A999]. 
 
This European site is within the Ovoca-Vartry (10) (60%) catchments. The project is 14836m from this European site.  
 



Having examined, analysed and evaluated, in the light of the best scientific knowledge in the field, the following aspects of 
the project:  
- the project design (including associated operations and ancillary works) and location;  
- the European Site, its qualifying interests and conservation objectives; 
- the possibility of potential sources and pathways; and 
- the application of the DAFM bird foraging (v06Jan20) table relating to Special Conservation Interests. 
 
I conclude that it can be excluded, based on objective scientific information, that the project itself (i.e. individually) will 
have a significant effect on this European site, due to the following findings: 
 

➢ Due to the the separation distance, the absence of a direct hydrological connection, and subsequent lack of any 
pathway, hydrological or otherwise between the european site and the project. 

 
Furthermore, as set out in the in-combination assessment attached to this this AA Screening, as there is no likelihood of the 
project itself (i.e. individually) having a significant effect on thisEuropean site, there is no potential for it to contribute to 
any cumulative adverse effects on the site, when considered in-combination with other plans and projects 
 
Therefore, the recommended AA Screening determination is as follows: 

AA Screening has been carried out in accordance with S.I.477 of 2011 (as amended) and S.I.191 of 2017 (as amended). The 
project is not directly connected with or necessary to the management of any European site.  
Furthermore, DAFM has determined that there is no liklihood of the project having any significant effect either individually 
or in combination with other plans and projects, on this European site. 
Accordingly, an Appropriate Assessment of the project in relation to this European site is not required, and the project is 
screened out in relation to this European site. 
This determination repersents AA Screening conclusion: Screen Out. 
 
Determination under Section 42(16) of S.I. No. 477 of 2011. 

For the purpose of compliance with the provisions of Section 42(16) of the European Communities (Birds and Natural 
Habiats) Regulations 2011(S.I. No. 477 of 2011), on the basis of foregoing determination, DAFM has also determinded that 
the project will not adversely affect the integrity of this European site. 

 

The Murrough Wetlands SAC IE0002249 

I have reviewed the details of this European site, including its Qualifying Interests (listed below) & conservation objectives, 
as per: http://www.npws.ie/protected-sites/sac/002249. 
 
Special Conservation Interests: Annual vegetation of drift lines [1210], Perennial vegetation of stony banks [1220], Atlantic 
salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae) [1330], Mediterranean salt meadows (Juncetalia maritimi) [1410], 
Calcareous fens with Cladium mariscus and species of the Caricion davallianae [7210], Alkaline fens [7230]. 
 
This European site is within the Ovoca-Vartry (10) (86%) catchments. The project is 14875m from this European site.  
 
Having examined, analysed and evaluated, in the light of the best scientific knowledge in the field, the following aspects of 
the project:  
- the project design (including associated operations and ancillary works) and location;  
- the European site, its Qualifying Interests and conservation objectives; 
- the possibility of potential sources and pathways; and 
- the application of the DAFM habitat (v18Dec19) and species (06Dec2019) tables relating to Qualifying Interests. 
 
I conclude that it can be excluded, based on objective scientific information, that the project itself (i.e. individually) will 
have a significant effect on this European site, due to the following findings: 
 

➢ Due to the absence of a direct upstream hydrological connection, and subsequent lack of any pathway, 
hydrological or otherwise. 

 
Furthermore, as set out in the in-combination assessment attached to this this AA Screening, as there is no likelihood of the 
project itself (i.e. individually) having a significant effect on thisEuropean site, there is no potential for it to contribute to 
any cumulative adverse effects on the site, when considered in-combination with other plans and projects 
 
Therefore, the recommended AA Screening determination is as follows: 



AA Screening has been carried out in accordance with S.I.477 of 2011 (as amended) and S.I.191 of 2017 (as amended). The 
project is not directly connected with or necessary to the management of any European site.  
Furthermore, DAFM has determined that there is no liklihood of the project having any significant effect either individually 
or in combination with other plans and projects, on this European site. 
Accordingly, an Appropriate Assessment of the project in relation to this European site is not required, and the project is 
screened out in relation to this European site. 
This determination repersents AA Screening conclusion: Screen Out. 
 
Determination under Section 42(16) of S.I. No. 477 of 2011. 

For the purpose of compliance with the provisions of Section 42(16) of the European Communities (Birds and Natural 
Habiats) Regulations 2011(S.I. No. 477 of 2011), on the basis of foregoing determination, DAFM has also determinded that 
the project will not adversely affect the integrity of this European site. 

 

  



SECTION B 

AA Screening Determination  
 

Screened-out European Sites 

Following AA screening, and pursuant to Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive, the European Communities (Birds & 

Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 477 of 2011) (as amended) and the Forestry Regulations 2017 (S.I. No. 

191 of 2017), as amended by inter alia the Forestry (Amendment) Regulations 2020 (S.I. No. 32 of 2020), DAFM has 

determined that there is no possibility of the felling and reforestation project (WW03-FL0080) having any significant 

effect, either individually or in combination with other plans or projects, on any of the European site(s) listed below, 

for the reasons set out in the Screening Report.  

➢ Carriggower Bog SAC IE0000716. 

➢ Glen of the Downs SAC IE0000719. 

➢ Vale of Clara (Rathdrum Wood) SAC IE0000733. 

➢ Knocksink Wood SAC IE0000725. 

➢ Poulaphouca Reservoir SPA IE0004063. 

➢ The Murrough SPA IE0004186. 

➢ The Murrough Wetlands SAC IE0002249. 

 

As such, the project does not advance to Appropriate Assessment stage in relation to these European Sites.  

 

Determination under Section 42(16) of S.I. No. 477 of 2011 

For the purpose of compliance with Section 42(16) of the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) 
Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 477 of 2011), as the project will not have any significant effect, alone or in combination 
with other plans and projects, on the European Sites listed above, DAFM also determines that the project will not 
adversely affect the integrity of these European Sites. 

 

Screened-in European Sites 

Following AA screening, and pursuant to Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive, the European Communities (Birds & 

Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 477 of 2011) (as amended) and the Forestry Regulations 2017 (S.I. No. 

191 of 2017), as amended by inter alia the Forestry (Amendment) Regulations 2020 (S.I. No. 32 of 2020), DAFM has 

determined that it cannot be excluded, based on objective scientific information, that the felling and reforestation 

project (WW03-FL0080) will have a significant effect, either individually or in combination with other plans and 

projects, on the following European sites, for the reasons set out in the Screening Report: 

➢ Wicklow Mountains SAC IE0002122. 

➢ Wicklow Mountains SPA IE0004040.    

 

As a result, the project must advance to Appropriate Assessment stage in relation to these European Sites.  

 

AA Screening Report and Determination prepared on behalf of the 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine by: 

Anthony Dunbar, 

Forestry Inspector. 

28/07/2021 

end



 


