
 

1.1. Other Plans and Projects 

 

In relation to WW03-FL0080 the potential for the proposed project to contribute to an in-combination impact on European sites was considered by the 
Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine (DAFM).  

As detailed below, various online planning systems and datasets (including DAFM’s own internal records) were consulted on the 23/07/2021 in relation to 
other plans and projects, focusing on the general vicinity of the project area in the River Sub-Basin AVONMORE_020 

 

1.1.1. County Council  
 

Data from the Department of Housing, Planning and local Government website https://www.housing.gov.ie indicated various applications in the general 

vicinity of the project, as follows: 

 

Planning 
Authority 

Application 
Number 

Development Description 
Application 
Status 

Application 
Type 

Decision 
Decision 
Date 

Wicklow 
County 
Council 

17855 
dwelling, effluent treatment system, together with 
proposed new entrance and driveway, all together with 
associated site works 

APPLICATION 
FINALISED 

PERMISSION CONDITIONAL 28/02/2018 

Wicklow 
County 
Council 

18178 

provision of camping pitch area consisting of 10 tent 
camping pitches, delivery area along with a service 
building consisting of toilets, showers, kitchen / dining 
area, recreation room, drying room and store along with 
landscaping, effluent disposal system to current EPA 
standards and all associated ancillary site works and 
services 

APPLICATION 
FINALISED 

PERMISSION CONDITIONAL 10/07/2018 



Wicklow 
County 
Council 

181191 
revisions of house type as previously granted under 
Planning Register Reference 17/855, all together with 
associated site works 

APPLICATION 
FINALISED 

PERMISSION CONDITIONAL 13/12/2018 

Wicklow 
County 
Council 

191297 

single storey dwelling, revisions to existing entrance to 
create two entrances, removal of existing septic tank and 
install two wastewater systems and polishing filters, one 
to serve existing dwelling, one to serve new dwelling, new 
site boundaries of existing dwelling, demolition of existing 
garage, new well and associated works 

APPLICATION 
FINALISED 

PERMISSION CONDITIONAL 03/02/2020 

 

1.1.2. An Bord Pleanála  
 

An Bord Pleanála website www.pleanala.ie/index.htm indicated various cases in the general vicinity of the project, as follows: 

RL3576: Ballinrush Estate, Roundwood, Co. Wicklow (11/17)  

Wicklow County Council 

Description 

Whether replacement shed is or is not development or is or is not exempted development. 

Case type 

Referral 

Decision 

Is development and is not exempted development 

Date signed 

13/08/2018 

EIAR 

No 

file:///E:/Incombination%20Testing/www.pleanala.ie/index.htm


NIS 

No 

 

1.1.3. Environmental Protection Agency  
 

Data from the EPA website gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/AAGeoTool indicated the following activities in the general vicinity of the project: 

No Data Found 

 

1.1.4. County Development Plan 

Objectives relating to Natura 2000 sites set out within Wicklow County Development Plan 2016-2022 were consulted and are as follows:  

Wicklow-County-Development-Plan-2016-2022 

CHAPTER 10 – HERITAGE PAGE 200 
10.1 Introduction The purpose of this chapter is to set out strategies and objectives with regard to the heritage of the County. The chapter is divided into 
the two main areas of built heritage and natural heritage (including landscape). The maps and schedules associated with this chapter are presented at the 
end of the chapter. 
 
10.3 Natural Heritage and Landscape PAGE 208 

Natural heritage includes the variety of life, often referred to as biodiversity, its physical or geological foundation, and the landscapes which form the 

surrounding environment. Wicklow supports a good diversity of natural and semi natural habitats such as marine, coastal, wetland, woodland, lake, river 

and uplands that in turn support a wide range of associated wild plant and animal species. There are also many geological heritage sites of interest in the 

County which are an important element of the natural heritage. The conservation and management of the natural environment must be viewed as a central 

element in the longterm economic and social development of the County. Protecting and enhancing biodiversity and landscapes is vital for the health, well-

being and quality of life of communities today and will also be vitally important in the future in adapting to climate change.  

The Council has an important role to play when it comes to promoting a reasonable balance between conservation measures and development needs, in 

order to avoid negative impacts upon the natural environment, mitigate the effects of harm where it cannot be avoided, and to promote the appropriate 



enhancement of the natural environment as an integral part of any development. The County Wicklow Heritage Plan provides one framework through 

which the Council works actively with other partner organisations on initiatives to further our understanding, protection and appreciation of Wicklow’s 

natural heritage resource. 

 This part of the plan will also address landscape issues not solely related to nature conservation, such as landscape characterisation and identification of 

views and prospects worthy of protection. The recreational use of the natural environment will also be addressed.  

Natural Heritage Strategy 

 • To conserve and enhance biodiversity in recognition of the many ecosystem services provided to society; • to promote an integrated approach to 

landscape planning and management in order to protect the County’s unique landscape character; • to conserve and enhance the County’s 

geological heritage; • to avoid negative impacts upon the natural environment and promote appropriate enhancement of the natural environment 

as an integral part of any development; and • to support the actions in the County Wicklow Heritage Plan which seek to enhance the 

understanding, appreciation and protection of Wicklow’s biodiversity including the County Wicklow Biodiversity Action Plan. 

10.3.1 Context 

 EU Directives 

 The Habitats Directive and the Birds Directive are the principle source of legislation for nature conservation policy. It is built around two pillars: the Natura 

2000 network of protected sites and the strict system of species protection. The Directives protects over 1,000 animals and plant species and over 200 

"habitat types" (e.g. special types of forests, meadows, wetlands, etc.) which are of European importance. 

 The Planning & Development Act, 2000 sets out the role of appropriate assessment (AA) in planning and development. It requires that an appropriate 

assessment screening is carried out, as part of the process of drafting the development plan, on the impacts of the policies and objectives of the plan on 

Natura 2000 Sites. The screening assesses if the plan, individually or in combination with another plan or project is likely to have a significant effect on the 

integrity of any Natura 2000 site/s and that the requirements of the directives have been satisfied. If the plan is likely to have a significant effect on a 

Natura 2000 site, or there is uncertainty of the effects, it shall be subject to AA. The AA of this plan is a separate document contained in appendix 10.  

Water Framework Directive and Groundwater Directive  



The EU Water Framework Directive (WFD) is an important piece of EU environmental legislation which aims at improving our aquatic environment. It 

requires governments to take a holistic approach to managing their waters. It applies to rivers, lakes, groundwater, estuaries and coastal waters. The 

Groundwater Directive complements the WFD by establishing environmental objectives for groundwater chemical status and ensuring continuity with 

previous Groundwater Directives. These directives aim to achieve ‘good’ ecological status in all waters, protect high ecological status in our pristine waters 

and must ensure that status does not deteriorate in any waters. Local Authorities are charged with implementing the Water Framework and Groundwater 

Directive objectives.  

For the purpose of implementing the WFD, Ireland has been divided into eight river basin districts or areas of land that are drained by a large river or 

number of rivers and the adjacent estuarine / coastal areas. The management of water resources will be on these river basin districts. The plan area is 

located in both the Eastern River Basin District (ERBD) and South Eastern River Basin District (SERBD). Within each River Basin District - for the purpose of 

assessment, reporting and management - water has been divided into groundwater, rivers, lakes, estuarine waters and coastal waters which are in turn 

divided into specific, clearly defined water bodies. River Basin Management Plans list the current status of our waters and detail the measures required to 

bring those failing back to ‘good’ status and maintain the high status of our pristine sites.  

Twenty-seven Management Plans for the Freshwater Pearl Mussel have been published, the objective of which is to restore the freshwater pearl mussel 

populations in 27 rivers, or stretches of rivers that are within the boundaries of Special Areas of Conservation. The Derreen Sub-Basin Management Plan is 

partially located in County Wicklow, the Derreen being a tributary of the River Slaney. 

 Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)  

The Planning & Development Act requires that a development plan includes objectives for:  

“The preservation of the character of the landscape where, and to the extent that, in the opinion of the Planning Authority, the proper planning and 

sustainable development of the area requires it, including the preservation of views and prospects and the amenities of places and features of natural 

beauty or interest”, and 

“The conservation and protection of the environment including, in particular the archaeological and natural heritage and the conservation of European sites 

and any other sites which may be prescribed for the purposes of this paragraph;  



(a) the encouragement, pursuant to Article 10 of the Habitats Directive, of the management of features of the landscape, such as traditional field 

boundaries, important for the ecological coherence of the Natura 2000 network and essential for the migration, dispersal and genetic exchange of wild 

species;  

(b) the promotion of compliance with environmental standards and objectives established- (i) for bodies of surface water, by the European Communities 

(Surface Waters) Regulations 2009; (ii) for groundwater, by the European Communities (Groundwater) Regulations 2010; which standards and objectives 

are included in river basin management plans (within the meaning of Regulation 13 of the European Communities (Water Policy) Regulations 2003).”  

“The preservation of public rights of way which give access to seashore, mountain, lakeshore, riverbank or other place of natural beauty or recreational 

utility, which public rights of way shall be identified both by marking them on at least one of the maps forming part of the development plan and by 

indicating their location on a list appended to the development plan.” 

 “Landscape, in accordance with relevant policies or objectives for the time being of the Government or any Minister of the Government relating to 

providing a framework for identification, assessment, protection, management and planning of landscapes and developed having regard to the European 

Landscape Convention done at Florence on 20 October 2000.” 

Biodiversity Plans and Actions 

 Ireland's national policy is set out in the National Biodiversity Plan. The current plan, 2011 - 2016 contains 102 actions aimed towards understanding and 

protecting biodiversity in Ireland and overseas. The current County Wicklow Biodiversity Action Plan 2010 – 2015 sets out a strategy for increasing our 

understanding and appreciation of biodiversity in the County along with measures for enhancing the protection of this valuable resource. The County 

Wicklow Biodiversity Action Plan, an action of the County Wicklow Heritage Plan, contains 30 actions that ensure the conservation and enhancement of 

biodiversity.  

10.3.2 Biodiversity  

Biodiversity refers to the variety of life on earth. It includes the habitats and ecosystems, which support this life and how life-forms interact with each other 

and the rest of the environment. Biodiversity covers plants, animals and micro-organisms both on land and in water. It relates to both wildlife and 

domesticated crops and animals. The biological diversity we see today is the result of millions of years of evolution. The conservation and enhancement of 

biodiversity will require the suitable and sustainable protection of designated habitats, the linkages between natural sites (whether they are natural or 

man-made) and the range of species in the ecosystem. 



 Wicklow hosts a wealth of wildlife including a range of threatened habitats and species which are protected by law and are recognised as being of local, 

national and EU importance. Many habitats and species are designated for protection / preservation under national and/or EU legislation4 . County Wicklow 

has one National Park, 17 Special Areas of Conservation5 (SAC), 35 (proposed) Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs), 4 Special Protection Areas (SPA), and 6 Nature 

Reserves (as set out in Schedules 10.04, 10.05, 10.06 & 10.07 and Maps 10.04, 10.05, 10.06 & 10.07 of this plan). 

4 SPAs are designated under EU birds Directive (79/409/EEC), SACs are designated under EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC), transposed into Irish Law by the 

EU (Natural Habitats) regulations, 1997. SACs and SPAs are collectively now known as ‘Natura 2000’ sites. NHAs are legally protected under The Wildlife 

(Amendment) Act 2000.  

5 Within or in proximity to County Wicklow. 

The occurrence of protected flora and fauna species is not confined to protected sites. Protected birds, bats, otters and badgers for example are frequently 

found in the wider countryside, together with a wide range of common plants and animals which are all part of the interrelated natural fabric of the 

landscape. Rivers and streams and their associated riparian wetlands and habitats are home to a variety of habitats and species. Collectively, these various 

natural landscape features function as ecological “corridors” and “stepping stones” which enable wildlife to exist, move and flourish. 

Biodiversity Objectives  

NH1 To ensure that the impact of new developments on biodiversity is minimised and to require measures for the protection and enhancement of 

biodiversity in all proposals for large developments.  

NH2 No projects giving rise to significant cumulative, direct, indirect or secondary impacts on Natura 2000 sites arising from their size or scale, land take, 

proximity, resource requirements, emissions (disposal to land, water or air), transportation requirements, duration of construction, operation, 

decommissioning or from any other effects shall be permitted on the basis of this plan (either individually or in combination with other plans or projects6 ).  

NH3 To contribute, as appropriate, towards the protection of designated ecological sites including candidate Special Areas of Conservation (cSACs) and 

Special Protection Areas (SPAs); Wildlife Sites (including proposed Natural Heritage Areas); Salmonid Waters; Flora Protection Order sites; Wildfowl 

Sanctuaries (see S.I. 192 of 1979); Freshwater Pearl Mussel catchments; and Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs). To contribute towards compliance with 

relevant EU Environmental Directives and applicable National Legislation, Policies, Plans and Guidelines, including the following and any 

updated/superseding documents:  



• EU Directives, including the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC, as amended)7 , the Birds Directive (2009/147/EC)8 , the Environmental Liability 

Directive (2004/35/EC)9 , the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive (85/337/EEC, as amended), the Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC) 

and the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive (2001/42/EC). 

 • National legislation, including the Wildlife Act 197610, the European Communities (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 1989 (SI No. 

349 of 1989) (as amended), the Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000, the European Union (Water Policy) Regulations 2003 (as amended), the Planning 

and Development Act 2000 (as amended), the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (SI No. 477 of 2011) and the 

European Communities (Environmental Liability) Regulations 200811.  

• National policy guidelines (including any clarifying Circulars or superseding versions of same), including the Landscape and Landscape Assessment 

Draft Guidelines 2000, the Environmental Impact Assessment Sub-Threshold Development Guidelines 2003, Strategic Environmental Assessment 

Guidelines 2004 and the Appropriate Assessment Guidance 2010. 

 • Catchment and water resource management Plans, including Eastern and South Eastern River Basin Management Plan 2009-2015 (including any 

superseding versions of same). 

• Biodiversity Plans and guidelines, including Actions for Biodiversity 2011-2016: Ireland’s 2nd National Biodiversity Plan (including any superseding 

version of same).  

• Ireland’s Environment 2014 (EPA, 2014, including any superseding versions of same), and to make provision where appropriate to address the 

report’s goals and challenges. 

 

6 Except as provided for in Section 6(4) of the Habitats Directive, viz. There must be: a) no alternative solution available, b) imperative reasons of overriding 

public interest for the project to proceed; and c) Adequate compensatory measures in place.  

7 Including Annex I habitats, Annex II species and their habitats and Annex IV species and their breeding sites and resting places (wherever they occur).  

8 Including Annex I species and other regularly occurring migratory species, and their habitats (wherever they occur). 

 9 Including protected species and natural habitats.  



10 Including species of flora and fauna and their key habitats. 11 Including protected species and natural habitats. 

NH4 All projects and plans arising from this plan12 (including any associated improvement works or associated infrastructure) will be screened for the need 

to undertake Appropriate Assessment under Article 6 of the Habitats Directive. A plan or project will only be authorised after the competent authority has 

ascertained, based on scientific evidence, Screening for Appropriate Assessment, and a Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment where necessary, that:  

1) The Plan or project will not give rise to significant adverse direct, indirect or secondary effects on the integrity of any European site (either 

individually or in combination with other plans or projects); or  

2) The Plan or project will have significant adverse effects on the integrity of any European site (that does not host a priority natural habitat type 

and / or a priority species) but there are no alternative solutions and the plan or project must nevertheless be carried out for imperative reasons of 

overriding public interest, including those of a social or economic nature. In this case, it will be a requirement to follow procedures set out in 

legislation and agree and undertake all compensatory measures necessary to ensure the protection of the overall coherence of Natura 2000; or  

3) The Plan or project will have a significant adverse effect on the integrity of any European site (that hosts a natural habitat type and/or a priority 

species) but there are no alternative solutions and the plan or project must nevertheless be carried out for imperative reasons for overriding public 

interest, restricted to reasons of human health or public safety, to beneficial consequences of primary importance for the environment or, further 

to an opinion from the Commission, to other imperative reasons of overriding public interest. In this case, it will be a requirement to follow 

procedures set out in legislation and agree and undertake all compensatory measures necessary to ensure the protection of the overall coherence 

of Natura 2000.  

NH5 To maintain the conservation value of all proposed and future Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs) and to protect other designated ecological sites13 in 

Wicklow.  

NH6 Ensure ecological impact assessment is carried out for any proposed development likely to have a significant impact on proposed Natural Heritage 

Areas (pNHAs), Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs), Statutory Nature Reserves, Refuges for Fauna, Annex I habitats, or rare and threatened species including 

those species protected by law and their habitats. Ensure appropriate avoidance and mitigation measures are incorporated into development proposals as 

part of any ecological impact assessment. 

 NH7 The Council recognises the natural heritage and amenity value of the Wicklow Mountains National Park and shall consult at all times with National 

Park management regarding any developments likely to impact upon the conservation value of the park, or on issues regarding visitor areas. 



 NH8 To protect non-designated sites from inappropriate development, ensuring that ecological impact assessment is carried out for any proposed 

development likely to have a significant impact on locally important natural habitats or wildlife corridors. Ensure appropriate avoidance and mitigation 

measures are incorporated into development proposals as part of any ecological impact assessment.  

12 Such projects include but are not limited to those relating to: agriculture; amenity and recreation; contaminated sites; electricity transmission; flood 

alleviation and prevention; forestry; mineral extraction; renewable energy projects; roads; telecommunications; tourism; wastewater and discharges; and 

water supply and abstraction. 

 13 Along with cSACs, SPAs and pNHA these include Salmonid Waters; Flora Protection Order sites; Wildfowl Sanctuaries (see S.I. 192 of 1979); Freshwater 

Pearl Mussel catchments; and Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs). 

NH9 To support, as appropriate, relevant public bodies (such as the National Parks and Wildlife Service), efforts to seek to control and manage alien / 

invasive species within the County. 

 NH10 To facilitate, in co-operation with the relevant statutory authorities and other groups, the identification of valuable or vulnerable habitats of local or 

regional importance, not otherwise protected by legislation.  

NH11 To support the Department of the Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs and the National Parks and Wildlife Service in the development 

of site specific conservation objectives (SSCOs).  

NH12 To support the protection and enhancement of biodiversity and ecological connectivity within the plan area in accordance with Article 10 of the 

Habitats Directive, including linear landscape features like watercourses(rivers, streams, canals, ponds, drainage channels, etc), woodlands, trees, 

hedgerows, road and railway margins, semi-natural grasslands, natural springs, wetlands, stonewalls, geological and geo-morphological systems, features 

which act as stepping stones, such as marshes and woodlands, other landscape features and associated wildlife where these form part of the ecological 

network and/or may be considered as ecological corridors or stepping stones that taken as a whole help to improve the coherence of the Natura 2000 

network in Wicklow. 

 NH13 To preserve lands at ‘The Rocks’, Kilcoole (as shown on Map 10.16) in its existing state; to allow no development of these lands; to protect the lands 

as a natural habitat and biodiversity area; to protect the open nature and landscape quality of the lands. 

10.3.3 Woodlands, Trees and Hedgerows  



Woodlands, trees and hedgerows are important natural habitats and groups and lines of trees/hedgerows are important wildlife corridors. Trees, 

individually or in groups, make a valuable contribution to the biodiversity and amenities of the town. Groups of trees in urban areas can act as an attractive 

visual relief to the built environment and as an absorber of carbon emissions.  

The Council aims to protect an individual tree, trees, a group of trees or woodland which are of environmental and/or amenity value. This can be done so 

with a Tree Preservation Order (TPO) that can be made through the development plan process or a separate TPO process under Section 205 of the Planning 

and Development Act (The existing TPOs are set out in Schedule 10.08 and Maps 10.08 A, B & C). A TPO is subject to any conditions or exemptions for which 

provision may be made in the order, preserved from any cutting down, topping, lopping or willful destruction pending the final decision of the Council. 

Mature trees situated elsewhere in the County, whether in groups or individually, should be preserved where possible. Any interference to hedges/trees 

during the breeding season (March 1st - August 31st) is now an offence under the Wildlife Act 2000. 

 Woodlands and trees also have an amenity function, providing not only important recreational areas but also adding to the overall beauty of the County. A 

sizeable proportion of the forestry estate in Wicklow consists of the remains of old demesne planting. In addition to being an environmental and forestry 

resource, these areas are also of significant amenity value. 

Woodlands, Trees and Hedgerows Objectives  

NH14 To promote the preservation of trees, groups of trees or woodlands in particular native tree species, and those trees associated with demesne 

planting, in the interest of amenity or the environmental, as set out in Schedule 10.08 and Map 10.08 A, B & C of this plan. 

 NH15 To consider the making of Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) to protect trees and woodlands of high value, where it appears that they are in danger of 

being felled.  

NH16 Development that requires the felling of mature trees of environmental and/or amenity value, even though they may not have a TPO in place, will be 

discouraged.  

NH17 To discourage the felling of mature trees to facilitate development and encourage tree surgery rather than felling where possible.  

NH18 To encourage the preservation and enhancement of native and semi-natural woodlands, groups of trees and individual trees, as part of the 

development management process, and require the planting of native, and appropriate local characteristic species, in all new developments.  



NH19 To encourage the retention, wherever possible, of hedgerows and other distinctive boundary treatment in the County. Where removal of a 

hedgerow, stone wall or other distinctive boundary treatment is unavoidable, provision of the same type of boundary will be required of similar length and 

set back within the site in advance of the commencement of construction works on the site (unless otherwise agreed by the Planning Authority). 

10.3.4 Water Systems 

 Chapter 9 of this plan specifically deals with the infrastructural issue of the County’s water resources as an input into our water supply system. Our natural 

water systems are also fundamental to the survival of our natural habitats and the species therein. Wicklow’s water systems contain such features as rivers, 

lakes, ponds, aquifers, bogs, springs, coastal waters, wetlands some of which are recognise as being of local, national and EU importance, and many are 

designated for preservation under national and/or EU legislation. The County Wicklow Wetlands Surveys14 provide information on the ecological status, of 

all known and potential freshwater wetlands in the County.  

Water Systems Objectives 

NH20 To facilitate the implementation of the EU Water Framework Directive and associated River Basin and Sub-Basin Management Plans and the EU 

Groundwater Directive to ensure the protection, improvement and sustainable use of all waters in the County, including rivers, lakes, ground water, coastal 

and estuarine waters, and to restrict development likely to lead to a deterioration in water quality.  

NH21 To resist development that would interfere with the natural water cycle to a degree that would interfere with the survival and stability of natural 

habitats. 

 NH22 To prevent development that would pollute water bodies and in particular, to regulate the installation of effluent disposal systems in the vicinity of 

water bodies that provide drinking water or development that would exacerbate existing underlying water contamination 

14 The County Wicklow Wetlands Surveys were published in 2011 and 2012. It project was an action of the County Wicklow Heritage Plan. 

NH23 To minimise alterations or interference with river / stream beds, banks and channels, except for reasons of overriding public health and safety (e.g. to 

reduce risk of flooding); a buffer of generally 10m along watercourses should be provided (or other width, as determined by the Planning Authority) free 

from inappropriate development, with undeveloped riparian vegetation strips, wetlands and floodplains generally being retained in as natural a state as 

possible. In all cases where works are being carried out, to have regard to Regional Fisheries Board “Requirements for the protection of fisheries habitat 

during the construction and development works at river sites”  



NH24 To ensure that any development or activity with the potential to impact on ground water has regard to the GSI Groundwater Protection Scheme (as 

shown on Map 10.09). 
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10.3.6 Green Infrastructure  

Green Infrastructure (GI) can be broadly defined as ‘an interconnected network of green space that conserves natural ecosystem values and functions and 

provides associated benefits to human populations. Green Infrastructure is the ecological framework needed for environmental, social and economic 

sustainability – in short it is a nation’s natural life sustaining system’15. Green infrastructure can include varying land uses - pasture lands, croplands, 

woodlands, heath, bog, scrubland, quarries, parks, formal and informal green spaces, active and passive spaces, areas around domestic and non-domestic 

buildings, brownfield areas, waterways, waterbodies, waterway corridors, wetlands, coastal areas, and community/institutional lands such as hospitals, 

schools, graveyards, allotments and community gardens. Heritage sites, Natura 2000 sites and NHAs are also important GI sites. (Refer to the Appendix for 

the Green Infrastructure Strategy) 

 The purpose of this section is to highlight the function of GI in land use planning. In general the section provides an overview of natural and cultural 

resources with emphasis on the identification, protection, management and development of priority GI elements and routes within the County. The key 

benefits of green infrastructure elements are as follows: 

 • recreation & health, • biodiversity & natural resources, • coast, water resource and flood management, • sense of place – appreciation of 

landscapes and cultural heritage, • climate change adaptation and mitigation, • economic development, • social inclusion, and • productive 

environments – food, fibre, energy. 

 Strategic Green Infrastructure Network in Wicklow  

County Wicklow has a widespread and prosperous GI network with the key strategic resources of the uplands, rural, urban and coastal areas linked by key 

strategic ecological and green routes throughout the County. It is an objective that local GI networks will be considered for identification at the local plan 

level. Table 10.2 shows the regional classifications of GI resources and routes16 alongside an example of the County’s strategic resources and routes: 

15 Source Comhar Sustainable Development Council ‘Creating Green Infrastructure for Ireland’, August 2010 

 16 Source Regional Planning Guidelines for the Greater Dublin Area 2010 – 2022 



Table 10.2 Green Infrastructure Classifications 

 Green Infrastructure Classifications  

Regional GI Resources County Wicklow GI Strategic Resources (examples)  

UNESCO World heritage sites Glendalough Monastic Settlement (tentative list)  

Natura 2000 sites Deputy’s Pass, Vale of Clara  

Environmental designated areas Vartry Reservoir  

Specific County level designations Newcastle Nature Reserve, Bray Head SAAO 

 Architectural heritage Structures on the RPS, NIAH, within ACAs, graveyards 

 Cultural sites Holy wells  

Archaeological Sites National Monuments, Baltinglass hills 

 Coastal zones Brittas Bay 

 Estuaries Broadlough Estuary 

 Regional Scale Managed Parks The Wicklow Mountains National Park, forestry lands 

 Strategic green belts Bray / Greystones agricultural green belt buffer 

 Regional GI Routes County Wicklow Strategic GI routes  

River corridors, Waterways All waterways within County – e.g. Slaney River and its tributaries, Avoca River.  

Transport corridors, Roads and Rail All roadways within County – e.g. N81, R750, existing railway lines, disused railway line in from Woodenbridge to 

Shillelagh.  



Regional cycle / walkways Wicklow Way, Blessington Greenway Walk 

Green Infrastructure and Land Use Planning 

 The Development Plan’s role in Green Infrastructure is to facilitate the protection, management and enhancement of urban, peri-urban and rural 

environmental resources through the identification and provision of multi-functional and interconnected green spaces and networks which in turn 

enhances the overall benefit. It is also important to recognise the economic, social, environmental and physical benefit of green spaces and networks 

through the development of and integration of GI planning and development in the development management process.  

Local Green Infrastructure Strategy Approach  

Green Infrastructure planning at a local level involves the development of proposals to identify existing green infrastructure resources and identify areas 

where improvements and new green infrastructure resources should be provided in the future. It is an objective of this plan to consider incorporating local 

level Green Infrastructure proposals into local plans during their review process. The local plans should consider, where feasible, the incorporation of the 

following local GI proposals: 

 • Identify the key Green Infrastructure resources of the plan area; • identify potential sites for the development of new Green Infrastructure 

elements and routes; • identify and facilitate the provision of important linkages between urban and rural areas; • identify areas of deficiency in 

active open space areas based on spatial distribution and population needs; • identify important landscape corridors and green areas, including 

hedgerows, treelines and pockets of tree cover, streams and roadside verges and to encourage their protection and enhancement; • seek the 

provision of green spaces in association with all major new developments; • to facilitate the development of targeted walkway and cycle ways, 

integrated as part of opportunities for other projects such as river restoration, biodiversity enhancement as part of process of strengthening 

connectivity between green spaces and strategic linkages between urban settlements and countryside; and • to identify, where feasible, existing 

trees/ hedgerows/ woodlands on lands zoned for development within the plan area that are worthy of retention and/or enhancement. 

Green Infrastructure and Development Management 

 All planning applications for development should seek to ensure that development proposals provide for the protection of existing on site green 

infrastructure resources and, where appropriate, the enhancement of existing and provision of new green infrastructure resources in tandem with new 

development. All proposed development should have regard to relevant green infrastructure proposals in place and to any Green Infrastructure objectives 



at local plan level. All new proposals seeking planning permission should address, as much as is reasonably possible, best practice sustainable solutions and 

a sustainable site design, with emphasis on the following:  

• The proposal should address how existing natural features of the site will inform sustainable design, by exploring the potential for the integration of 

existing natural features of merit such as watercourses, mature planting and topography. Such an approach ensures that the landscape character of the 

area is maintained whilst also assisting biodiversity maintenance and more natural forms of surface water drainage. • The layout of the proposed 

development should be informed by the inherent natural characteristics of the site. Connectivity between proposed open spaces and adjoining existing 

open space or natural features should also be considered in the site design. • Proposals in relation to larger sites should be cognisant of any ecologically 

sensitive areas where it may be appropriate to retain or integrate into a landscape plan.  

General Green Infrastructure Objectives 

 NH31 To recognise the importance and contribution of Green Infrastructure throughout the region for the maintenance of biodiversity and ensuring that 

the region will be able to, or be ecologically robust enough to, adapt and respond to climate change issues.  

NH32 To protect existing green infrastructure resources and to facilitate, in consultation with relevant stakeholders, the development of green 

infrastructure that recognises the benefits that can be achieved with regard to the following:  

• Provision of open space amenities, • sustainable management of water, • protection and management of biodiversity, • protection of cultural 

heritage, and • protection of protected landscape sensitivities.  

NH33 During the review process of the existing local plans, to consider identifying Green Infrastructure resources within and on the edge of the settlement 

boundary and to consider the inclusion of local green infrastructure proposals in each plan in line with the Green Infrastructure proposals and objectives set 

out in this section. 

NH34 New development and redevelopment proposals, where considered appropriate, are required to contribute towards the protection, management 

and enhancement of the existing green infrastructure of the local area in terms of the design, layout and landscaping of development proposals. 

NH35 To facilitate the development and enhancement of suitable access to and connectivity between areas of interest for residents, wildlife and 

biodiversity, with focus on promoting river corridors, Natura 2000 sites, nature reserves and other distinctive landscapes as focal features for linkages 



between natural, semi natural and formalised green spaces where feasible and ensuring that there is no adverse impact (directly, indirectly or cumulatively) 

on the conservation objectives of Natura 2000 sites. 

 NH36 To identify and facilitate the provision of linkages along and between river corridors within the county and adjoining counties to create inter 

connected routes and develop riverside parks and create linkages between them to form ‘necklace’ effect routes including development of walkways, 

cycleways and wildlife corridors where feasible and ensuring that there is no adverse impact (directly, indirectly or cumulatively) on the conservation 

objectives of Natura 2000 sites. 

 NH37 To promote and facilitate the development of coastal paths linking up with existing recreational paths/strategic walkways/cycleways, creating new 

linkages between coastal sites and inward linkages to settlements and green spaces in built up areas and extensions to existing facilities where feasible and 

ensuring that there is no adverse impact (directly, indirectly or cumulatively) on the conservation objectives of Natura 2000 sites.  

NH38 To facilitate the development of green bridges / wildlife crossings over existing physical transport barriers to repair fragmentation of the green 

infrastructure network caused by such grey infrastructure developments. 

10.3.7 Recreational Use of Natural Resources 

 The Council is committed to ensuring sustainable recreational use of the outdoors in County Wicklow in accordance with the objectives of the current 

County Wicklow Outdoor Recreational Strategy and in consultation with the Wicklow Uplands Council. Natural areas provide opportunities for passive and 

active activities such as picnicking, walking, mountain biking, swimming, fishing and sailing / canoeing / windsurfing.  

Recreational Use of Natural Resources Objectives  

NH39 To facilitate the use of natural areas for active outdoor pursuits, subject to the highest standards of habitat protection and management and all other 

normal planning controls.  

NH40 The facilitate access to amenity areas in the County for the benefit of all, on the basis of cooperation with landowners, recreational users and other 

relevant stakeholder groups to promote "agreed access" on public and privately owned land in the County on the basis of sustainability, consultation and 

consensus.  



NH41 To protect and facilitate The Wicklow Way and St. Kevin's Way as permissive waymarked routes in the County. The Council shall work in partnership 

with relevant stakeholders in relation to management of these routes, and will protect them from inappropriate development, which would negatively 

infringe upon their use. 

 NH42 To preserve the open character of commonage land and similar hill land and secure access over paths and tracks through consensus with local 

landowners, particularly in mountain areas.  

NH43 To facilitate the development of the coastal walking and cycling route between Bray and Arklow, as well as links between this route and the coast 

road, in consultation with landowners.  

NH44 To implement the measures set out in the Bray Head SAAO (Special Amenity Area Order) (See Map 10.11).  

NH45 To protect the quality of bathing waters and to endeavour to ensure that bathing waters achieve “sufficient or better status by 2015” and increase 

the number of bathing waters classified as “good” or “excellent”, in accordance with the Bathing Water Directive (Directive 2006/7/EC). 



 



 



 



 



 

 

Schedule 10.06 Proposed Natural Heritage Areas in County Wicklow 
 NPWS Site no. pNHA  



713 Ballyman Glen  
714 Bray Head  
716 Carriggower Bog  
718 Devil's Glen  
719 Glen Of The Downs  
724 Kilmacanoge Marsh  
725 Knocksink Wood  
729 Buckroney-Brittas Dunes And Fen  
730 The Murrough  
731 Poulaphouca Reservoir  
733 Vale Of Clara (Rathdrum Wood)  
734 Wicklow Head  
1745 Arklow Rock-Askintinny  
1746 Arklow Sand Dunes  
1748 Avoca River Valley  
1749 Ballinacor Wood  
1750 Ballinagee Wood  
1751 Ballycore Rath  
1754 Dargle River Valley  
1755 Glencree Valley  
1756 Glenealy Woods  
1757 Holdenstown Bog 
 1759 Newtown Marshes 
1764 Lowtown Fen 
 1766 Magherabeg Dunes  
1767 Powerscourt Waterfall  
1768 Powerscourt Woodland  
1769 Great Sugar Loaf  
1771 Vartry Reservoir 
 1772 Dunlavin Marshes 
 1852 Tomnafinnoge Wood  
1929 Wicklow Town Sites  
1931 Arklow Town Marsh  



2053 Hollywood Glen 
 2093 Avondale 

 

Schedule 10.07 Nature Reserves  
No. Name Habitat  
1 Glen of the Downs Woodland  



2 Deputy’s Pass, Glenealy Woodland 
 3 Vale of Clara Woodland 
 4 Glendalough Woodland  
5 Glenealo Valley Blanket bog, heath 
 6 Knocksink Wood Woodland 

 

 

1.1.5. Other Forestry Plans and Projects  

Data from DAFM’s internal records identified various forestry-related projects (either submitted and still under evaluation, with valid licences / approval in 
place or completed and approved) in the general vicinity of the project: 

 

Afforestation Projects* 

 

Reference Status 
Year Completed / Year 
Approved 

Year Pending / Year Tech 
Approved 

Area 
(Ha) 

CN82935 Pre-Approval Referred to Ecologist No Data 2018 1.83 

CN84655 Pre-Approval Referred to Ecologist No Data 2019 12.98 

CN87210 Pre-Approval Referred to Ecologist No Data 2020 7.01 

 

Forest Road Projects* 

 

Reference Status 
Year 
Completed/Approved 

Year Pending/Tech 
approved 

Max Grant 
Aided (m) 

Total Forest Road 
Length (m) 

Upgrade 
Length (m) 

CN85423 
Pre-Approval Approval 
Letter Sent No Data 2019 0 450 0 



CN86649 
Pre-Approval Approval 
Letter Sent No Data 2020 0 300 0 

CN86650 
Pre-Approval Approval 
Letter Sent No Data 2020 0 500 0 

 

Private Felling Licence Projects* 

 

Reference Status 
Year Approved / Year 
Pending 

Area 
(Ha) 

TFL00373519 Felling Referred to Ecologist 2019 13.26 

TFL00454120 Felling Ready for Decision 2020 14.27 

TFL00645321 Felling Referred to Archaeologist 2021 6.35 

 

Coillte Felling Licence Projects* 

 

File No. Status Date Submitted Date Approved/Refused Area Operation 

WW03-
FL0033 Approved 30/05/2018 11/09/2018 4.22 Clearfell 

WW03-
FL0035 Approved 30/05/2018 11/09/2018 0.04 Clearfell 

WW03-
FL0035 Approved 30/05/2018 11/09/2018 0.25 Clearfell 

WW03-
FL0035 Approved 30/05/2018 11/09/2018 2.23 Clearfell 

WW03-
FL0058 Approved 14/12/2018 11/04/2019 0.05 Thinning 



WW03-
FL0058 Approved 14/12/2018 11/04/2019 0.07 Thinning 

WW03-
FL0058 Approved 14/12/2018 11/04/2019 0.08 Thinning 

WW03-
FL0058 Approved 14/12/2018 11/04/2019 2.36 Thinning 

WW03-
FL0068 Decision Pending 02/12/2019 No Data 5.61 Clearfell 

WW03-
FL0076 Decision Pending 15/03/2021 No Data 11.22 Clearfell 

WW03-
FL0079 Decision Pending 15/03/2021 No Data 0.04 Clearfell 

WW03-
FL0079 Decision Pending 15/03/2021 No Data 9.24 Clearfell 

WW04-
FL0075 Decision Pending 28/02/2019 No Data 14.19 Clearfell 

WW04-
FL0078 Approved 28/02/2019 13/06/2019 3.17 Clearfell 

WW04-
FL0079 Approved 28/02/2019 13/06/2019 7.69 Clearfell 

WW04-
FL0083 Approved 02/12/2019 No Data 8.08 Clearfell 

WW04-
FL0084 Approved 02/12/2019 No Data 7.07 Clearfell 

WW04-
FL0087 Approved 31/07/2020 No Data 8.56 Clearfell 

WW04-
FL0091 Approved 31/07/2020 No Data 1.00 Clearfell 

WW04-
FL0100 Decision Pending 15/03/2021 No Data 14.07 Clearfell 



WW04-
FL0103 Decision Pending 15/03/2021 No Data 4.49 Clearfell 

WW04-
FL0106 Decision Pending 15/03/2021 No Data 4.22 Clearfell 

WW04-
FL0108 Decision Pending 15/03/2021 No Data 19.78 Clearfell 

WW04-
FL0112 Decision Pending 15/03/2021 No Data 10.82 Clearfell 

WW04-
FL0113 Decision Pending 15/03/2021 No Data 4.11 Clearfell 

WW04-
FL0024 Approved 2017 20/07/2017 4.42 Clearfell 

WW04-
FL0026 Approved 2017 20/07/2017 2.63 Clearfell 

WW04-
FL0025 Approved 2017 16/11/2017 6.17 Clearfell 

WW04-
FL0035 No Data  2017 No Data 8.07 Clearfell 

 

 

 

*Multiple entries for the same reference indicate more than one land parcel make up that particular property and or multiple sub-basin intersections 

Forestry Programme 2014-2020 

The project is in line with the Forestry Programme 2014-2020, as set out in the 2015 DAFM document Forestry Programme 2014 – 2020: IRELAND 
Submitted in accordance with European Union Guidelines on State aid for agriculture and forestry and in rural areas 2014 to 2020. 

 

1.2.  In-Combination Statement 



This project lies in a rural landscape in Ballinrush,Carrigroe, Wicklow in the River Sub-Basin AVONMORE_020. The River Sub-Basin AVONMORE_020 has 
approximately 36% forest cover, which is higher than the national average of 11%. At 10.08ha the project is considered medium in scale. Forestry activity 
(including afforestation, forest roading and felling) within the sub-basin which have either been submitted and still under evaluation, licenced / approved or 
completed in the last 5 years, are listed above. These are subject to environmental protection measures. 

In the River Sub-Basin AVONMORE_020 over the last 5 years a number of developments have been or were in the process of being granted planning 

permission and these are listed above and are also subject to appropriate environmental protection measures. As can be seen from the ortho photo, this 

forest does adjoin an existing forest. 

It is concluded that the proposed felling and reforestation, with mitigation measures set out in Section 4, will itself (i.e. individually) not result in any 

adverse effect or residual adverse effects on the integrity of any European Site, and associated Qualifying Interests and Conservation Objectives. There is 

therefore no potential for the proposed works to contribute to any cumulative adverse effects on these European sites, when considered in-combination 

with other plans and projects, because the mitigations stated are sufficient to ensure impacts, either alone or in-combination, are negligible to the features 

of the designated sites.  

Furthermore, it is considered that the regulatory systems in place for the approval, operations (including any permitted emissions) and monitoring of the 

effects of these other plans and projects are such that they will ensure they too do not give rise to adverse effects on the integrity of any European Sites. 

Therefore, it is deemed that this project, when considered in combination with other plans and projects, will not give rise to any adverse effect on the 

integrity of any European Site.  

This relates to the proposed activities under WW03-FL0080 only. Any subsequent forestry-related activity shall be subject to the DAFM Appropriate 

Assessment Procedure, including an in-combination assessment with the current proposal, prior to any future consent being granted. 

 

 

In-Combination Statement completed on the: 23/07/2021 

 


