
1.  Remove scraw from either side of
drain at proposed location of the peat
dam. Place material close-by for
replacement later

2. Cut key in the drain and ensure
that it is 0.75m wider than the
actual drain on both sides.
The key should extend the full
depth of the drain plus an
additional 0.75m below the invert
of the drain.The removed material
should be placed behind the
machine for replacement later.

3.  Remove scraw from area behind
machine to be used as borrow pit. If more
peat than usual is required to fill the
drain, make sure to widen the borrow
hole not deepen it as the best peat for
damming is nearest ground level due to
its fibre content.

4. Dig out peat from the borrow pit and
place into the drain compacting in layers
of 3-4 buckets per layer depending on
size of drain and machine used. Compact
the peat using the bucket before laying
more peat from the borrow hole.

5.  Build the dam up at least 30-50cm
above the ground level of the bog to
allow subsequent shrinkage of the peat
as it dries.

6.
Take the scraw removed in step 1 and
place on either side of the dam. Then use
the scraw removed from the top of the
borrow hole to cover the rest of the dam.
Backfill the borrow hole with the peat
extracted from the drain in step 2.
Press down on the sides of the peat
borrow hole with the bucket to smooth
the slope into the hole.
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