
 
 
06/07/22 
 
 
Re: Application for licence reference number TFL 00819822 Driny Townland, Co. 
Leitrim, clearfelling of .75 Ha of Sitka Spruce. 
 
 
On behalf of the Department of Housing, Local Government, and Heritage I refer to the 
correspondence received from the Forest Service of the Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine in connection with the above.  
 
I would like to make the following comment with respect to the current application; 
 

 The application provides insufficient information to be assessed properly with regard 
to its potential impacts on protected species (See Section 1). 

o The application does not provide the information required and outlined in the 
Forest Harvesting and Environment Guidelines (2000). 

o The application does not provide the information required and outlined in the 
Felling and Reforestation Policy (2017). 

o The application does not provide information on the presence/absence of 
species protected under the Wildlife Act (1976, as amended) within the 
application site.  

o The application site area and adjoining lands are known to host Hen Harrier, 
Otter, Curlew, Common Buzzard, Mistle Thrust and many other passerine 
species along with Pine Marten and red Squirrel. 

1 Insufficient information provided 
The current felling application for the clear felling of .75 Ha of plantation conifers does not 
provide information required and outlined by the Forest Harvesting and Environment 
Guidelines (2000) and the Felling and Reforestation Policy (2017) which is relevant to assess 
its potential impacts on protected habitats and species.  

 Information required by the Forest Harvesting and Environment 
Guidelines (2000) not provided. 

 
The Forest Harvesting and Environment Guidelines (2000) provide guidance on the creation 
of a harvest plan. These guidelines state (on page 3) that a map should be provided which 
includes the following features; 

 The environmental features of the area including all aquatic zones and important 
habitats. 

 The location of buffer and exclusion zones within the felling coupe (as stipulated By 
the Forestry and Water Quality Guidelines), within which operations will be prohibited 
or restricted. 



 The existing and planned road network and associated structures such as landings, 
turntables and bridges.  

 The location of machine maintenance, refuelling and repair areas and storage areas 
for fuel, motor oils, lubricants and chemicals. These must be on dry, elevated sites at 
least 50 m from the nearest aquatic zone (See the Forestry and Water Quality 
Guidelines) 

 Machine routes and particularly ground haul extraction routes. Plan these so that they 
avoid all buffer and exclusion zones and, where possible, difficult terrain conditions. 
The length of extraction routes should be minimised, particularly on steep slopes. 

 
It is noted that the current felling application does not provide a map which includes the 
features listed above. In the case of the current application the following omissions are evident 
from aerial imagery and map viewers; 
 

 Treelines, hedgerows and or deciduous trees which preceded afforestation have not 
been identified.  

 Watercourses, including those immediately within and adjacent to the proposed 
application plots and their associated riparian areas have not been identified. There 
are concerns for water quality, possible cumulative impacts on the streams and Lough 
Scur downstream of the proposed felling sites.  

 The streams are known to host Otter and Kingfisher among other aquatic based 
species, most possibly White-Clawed Freshwater Crayfish.  

 Lough Scur, its reedbeds and associated wetlands/floodlands are an important 
Whooper Swan wintering site for foraging and roosting. Curlew forage the wetlands of 
the lough. 

 The area in which the felling coup is located is known to host Common Buzzard and 
Red Squirrel. These two species among many other protected species may be using 
this plantation site as breeding sites in the breeding/nesting season 

 Badger, a protected species may have setts within the peat based conifer plantation 
plots. 

 

 Information required by the Felling and Reforestation Policy (2017) 
not provided 

 

1.2.1 Reforestation Objectives not identified 
The Felling and Reforestation Policy (2017) states (on page 3) that a ' forest owner wishing to 
apply for a felling licence is required to specify on the felling licence application and 
accompanying map the reforestation objective(s) s/he is proposing to pursue for the next 
rotation. The objective(s) must be indicated on the application, and not sought retrospectively'.  
 
No reforestation objective(s) map have been identified or mapped as part of the current 
application. As such the impact of these objectives on the peat based lands and the features 
of interest such as the adjoining boglands, the stream and Lough Scur and its wetlands cannot 
be assessed. 
 
 

1.2.2 Appropriate Setback distances not identified 
Section 4.9 of the Felling and Reforestation Policy (2017) outlines the requirement to identify 
appropriate setback distances from biodiversity and water features.  
 



Appropriate setback distances for hedgerows/ treelines / Coupes of trees not identified 
The Environmental Requirements for Afforestation (2016) state that 'All hedgerows must be 
retained' (p 16). The Environmental Requirements for Afforestation (2016) also states that 'a 
habitat setback (5 metres minimum) should also be considered in relation to particular 
hedgerows on site, to ensure their continued presence as the surrounding canopy develops. 
This decision should be informed by the quality of the hedgerow (in terms of its age, species 
composition and structure), its landscape importance, and other attributes (e.g. whether or not 
the hedgerow represents a townland boundary or if it is associated with another habitat such 
as a stream)'.  
 

Appropriate setback distance for watercourse not identified 
Section 4.9 of the Felling and Reforestation Policy (2017) outlines the requirement to identify 
appropriate aquatic buffer zones. The current application does not identify such areas.  
Watercourses run through and adjacent to the application site. 
 
 

 Information on the presence/absence of species protected under the 
Wildlife Act 

 
The following species that are protected under the Wildlife Act (1976, as amended) are known 
to occur within the wider area, are known to breed or forage within or adjacent to forestry 
plantations and may breed within the application site. 
 

 Pine Marten 

 Badger 

 Red Squirrel 

 Common Buzzard 

 Various birds species such as Sparrowhawk, Jay, Mistle Thrush, Woodcock, Wood 
Pigeon, plus many others, all protected under law. 

 Bat Species (foraging) 

 Potential Cumulative impacts on species such as Red Squirrel, Pine Marten, Badger 
and Bat species. 

 
 
 

 
In the absence of surveys undertaken by an appropriately qualified person it remains uncertain 
whether the species listed / other species protected under the Wildlife Act (1976, as amended) 
occur within the application site. 
Please update NPWS on any further information submitted, or decisions made on the status 
of this application. 


