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National Pesticides and Drinking Water Action Group 

 

DRAFT Minutes (for approval at the next NPDWAG meeting) 
 

Backweston AgriLabs Building - 25 May 2022 

Webex link for remote participation 

https://dafm.webex.com/dafm/j.php?MTID=mf2baee877f6529ceba5db70a357e9234 
 

Attendees 

The following organisations were represented at the meeting: 

 

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (Chair) [DAFM] 

 

Agricultural Consultants Association [ACA] 

Animal and Plant Health Association [APHA] 

Cork Co. Co. [CCC] 

Environmental Protection Agency [EPA] 

Ervia [Ervia] 

Federation of Agrochemical Retail Merchants [FARM] 

Golfing Union of Ireland [GUI] 

Health Service Executive [HSE] 

Irish Creamery Milk Suppliers Association [ICMSA] 

Irish Farmers Association [IFA] 

Irish Water [IW] 

Kerry Co. Co. [KCC] 

Local Authority Waters Programme [LAWPRO] 

National Federation of Group Water Schemes [NFGWS] 

Teagasc/ASSAP [Teagasc/ASSAP] 

Wicklow Co. Co. [WCC] 

 

The Green Submarine [GS] 
 

 

1. Welcome 

 

The chair welcomed attendees to the first ‘blended meeting’ of the NPDWAG with ten members 

meeting ‘face-to-face’ in Backweston and the remainder of participants joining online.  Participants 

were asked to provide feedback on how successful (or otherwise) they found the blended meeting 

to work. 

 

 

2. Minutes of previous meeting 

 

There were no comments on the minutes of the previous meeting (03-03-2022).  If anybody had 

any they were asked to forward to the Chair for inclusion and revision. 

 

 

3. Irish Water update on drinking water exceedances 
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IW presented their update for Q1 2022. 

 

• Currently the total population receiving water from a PWS that has an open EPA file for 

pesticides is 455,241. 

• Twenty-eight pesticide compliance plans are currently open.  Since the last NPDWAG 

meeting (03/03/22) 2 additional pesticide compliance plans have been closed (Upperchurch 

and South Regional).  Of the 28 files currently open, 25 are on amber status, and three 

(Borris in Ossory, Buncranna, Clonroche) are on red status. 

• A summary of the current Action List non-compliance files was presented for 2021 vs. 2022 

(year to date).  Only Foynes/Shannon Estuary PWS recorded a positive detection 

(glyphosate @ 0.27 µg l-1).  With only data for the month of April available it is not 

appropriate to comment further. 

• Data on pesticide exceedances (by parameter) for the period Jan to May 2021 and 2022 

(year to date) was presented.  Overall, exceedances are down (19 cf 4), with detections of 

MCPA, 2,4-D, glyphosate, and total pesticides being recorded in April 2022. 

• No valid conclusion can be drawn on the data presented for maximum concentration by 

parameter for the same time period. 

• Results for the North-West, East Midlands and Southern Region EPA compliance plans 

were presented.  Where data was available, both the North-West and East Midlands 

Regions reported compliant results, but in the Southern Region, non-compliance was 

detected in the Listowel Regional Water Supply (MCPA @ 0.403 µg l-1), Foynes/Shannon 

Estuary PWS (glyphosate @ 0.27 µg l-1), and Kilmacthomas (2,4-D @ 2.105 µg l-1, and total 

pesticides @ 2.116 µg l-1). 

 

Some discussion ensued as to the high levels of 2,4-D reported in Kilmacthomas.  IW indicated 

that this was as a result of a local school carrying out drainage work on a playing pitch close to a 

water source.  DAFM commented that outside of a farming audience, there had been little 

engagement with the general public about the use of PPPs in public areas (schools, roadside 

verges, use by landscape gardeners etc.), but that the revised Sustainable Use (of pesticides) 

Regulations will greatly restrict the use of PPPs in such places. 

 

 

4. Irish Water updates on i) Catchment Focus Group activities (CFG), ii) Pilot Drinking 

Water Source Protection Project, iii) Stakeholder Action Tracker 

 

Catchment focus activities: 

• Lough Forbes: the top part of the Rinn catchment was identified as an area for additional 

monitoring and effort (within the larger catchment). 

• Newport: data from the 2021 monitoring program is currently under review.  An additional 

sampling point had been included for the 2000 monitoring program. 

• Cavan (Belturbet PWS): the NFGWS is currently carrying out awareness raising activity in 

this catchment, with additional input from Irish Water and the Source to Tap Initiative. 

• Tullycross: This is a small catchment with no exceedances in 2021 (three exceedances in 

2020).  No activities are scheduled for 2022, and it is likely that this focus group will wrap up 

before the years end. 

• River Feale and Deel (Newcastle West PWS, Foynes/Shannon Estuary, Listowel): No 

activity for the year to date, but meetings are scheduled for late May, early June. 
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Pilot Drinking Water Source Protection Project update: 

• Stakeholder Engagement: a kickoff meeting was held in March which led to the 

establishment of a Project Working Group and a separate Advisory Group. 

• Selection/design of measures: to assist with this module a pesticide survey was carried out 

by Philip Farrelly & Co.  Whilst the data has not yet been analysed, preliminary indications 

are that MCPA use is not just targeted at rushes, but that dock infestations are also a driver 

for spraying with MCPA.  There also appears to be a deficit in the amount of training 

received by some operatives, and whilst there is good awareness of setback distances from 

water courses, facilities for storing PPPs are poor. 

• Environmental monitoring: this is ongoing with the purchase of a Passive Sampler and the 

installation of a flow logger.  Spot sampling will also continue in tandem with the Passive 

sampler. 

 

Source to Tap conference: 

The Source to Tap conference, held at Fermanagh’s Lough Erne Resort, was the culmination of 

five years’ work to improve water quality in the River Derg and River Erne catchment areas.  A 

take-home message for delegates highlighted how every £1 invested in Source to Tap’s Land 

Incentive Scheme (including future catchment investment), delivered £3.36 of water quality 

benefits as well as improved catchment ecosystem services.  [This was over 30 years and does 

not include biodiversity or climate benefits].  Over the last five years of the project; i) the volume of 

MCPA in the River Derg catchment has been markedly reduced, ii) innovative science has led to 

an improved understanding of how MCPA moves and persists in water courses, iii) 20 ha of 

peatbog has been restored, iv) new low-cost measures to reduce the impact of ‘clear-felling’ 

forestry on sediment loss to nearby rivers have been developed, and v) an education program has 

been developed and rolled out to primary school children designed to widen their understanding of 

where water comes from, how rivers form and the pressures we (man) place on them, and how 

water is treated to make it safe to drink. 

 

 

5. APHA catchment monitoring results 

 

APHA were not present at the meeting but provided a brief synopsis of the 2022 monitoring plant 

to date. 

 

• Timing of sampling; Lough Forbes, Belturbet, Emy Lough and Newport catchments 

commenced sampling in WK 15, but the Feale and Deel catchments did not commence 

until week 16. 

 

• Catchment monitoring plan: 

• Belturbet – 15 locations 

• Lough Forbes – 17 locations 

• River Feal – 3 locations 

• River Deel – 10 locations 

• Newport – 8 locations 

 

• Feale update: weeks 16, 17 and 18 were clear of detections at all sampling locations, but in 

week 19, MCPA exceedances were detected in two of the three sample locations. 

• Deel update: weeks 16 and 17 were clear of detections at all sampling locations, but in 

weeks 18 and 19, five of the ten sampling locations recorded exceedances of 2,4-D.  This 
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can be attributed to significantly elevated levels of 2,4-D being recorded at Ballyduhig 

(Bunoke River) on both sampling dates, which were subsequently detected further down 

the catchment.  This is a pattern seen in previous years, and reflects a switch from MCPA 

to 2,4-D. 

• Belturbet update: there were 15 exceedances recorded over a five-week period (weeks 15, 

16, 17, 18 and 19) equating to a 20% failure rate, an improvement over the same period in 

2021.  MCPA represents the principal residue of concern, but 2,4-D and MCPP are also 

present. 

• Newport update: three clear weeks (15, 16 and 17) were followed by exceedances in weeks 

18 and 19, principally from MCPA, but also 2,4-D, 2,4-DB and MCPP.  Whilst the bulk of the 

detections represent ‘marginal’ breaches above the 0.1 µg l-1 limit (and are scattered 

throughout the catchment), the exceedances detected at location NO2 in week 19 reflects a 

x2 breach of the limit for MCPA. 

• Lough Forbes update: 47% of samples analyses over the 5-week period (weeks 15, 16, 17, 

18 & 19) breached the 0.1 µg l-1 limit for MCPA, with reference points LF 003 (Eislin River) 

and LF 014 (Lough Rinn) reporting 100% fail rate.  The active substance 2,4-D was also 

detected (in excess of legal limits) in combination with MCPA in 24% of all samples taken.  

Exceedances appear to be increasing over time with 29, 59 and 76% of samples breaching 

legal limits in weeks 17, 18 and 19 respectively.  A high exceedance (4.66 µg l-1 MCPA) at 

Lurga Bridge (Cloon river – LF 023) suggests point source contamination, e.g., filling a 

sprayer directly from the river. 

 

 

6. Role of biological control agents in protecting water quality – example of biocontrol 

for docks 

 

A commercial company The Green Submarine (TGS) presented details of a biological control 

strategy using dock beetles to control docks.  TGS advocate the beetles as a natural, cost-effective 

method of controlling docks that avoids the need for herbicides, and hence risk to water courses.  

The beetle is native to Ireland producing three generations between May and October (45 

days/cycle), hibernates during the winter, and emerges each spring to resume grazing on its 

preferred food source – docks.  The beetles do not forage far during their lifetime, moving only 7 to 

8 m.  They do not fly.  TGS charge €85/ha to install populations of beetles within a field @ 15m 

centres (150 beetles/ha).  The beetles will not eliminate docks but will keep them at acceptable 

levels. 

 

 

7. Communications activities 

 

• Ervia outlined a 360-degree communications initiative for the coming year – see below. 
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Between radio, print and online media services, the campaign (to date) was estimated to 

have reached an audience of 7.4m.  Prime positive / images were used, and key messages 

were carried.  Spokespeople delivered positive sentiment, and overall, the campaign was 

successful in building trust in Irish Water and the NPDWAG. 

 

A social media campaign was launched (25 April 2022) on Facebook/Twitter/Linkedin which 

garnered 916k impressions, 95 reactions, 21 shares, 3.6k clicks and 136 engagements 

(Facebook dark posts generated the most traffic).  Most of these occurred on the launch 

date (25/04). 

 

• The DAFM indicated that an article highlighting the negative consequences that spraying 

with MCPA is likely to have on species diversity, and the knock-on effect this will have on 

an individual’s biodiversity score when applying for entry to various agri-environmental 

schemes was scheduled to appear in the Farmers Journal sustainability section – either on 

the 26 May or 02 June. 

 

 

Comment from the floor revolved around how best to raise awareness among amateur users of 

PPPs.  Golf clubs and the GGA were viewed as being pro-active in putting their own houses in 

order, but gardeners are seen as a big audience for PPPs and slow to buy into re-wilding.  Again, 

the point was made that the impending SUR would impact on PPP usage in public areas.  Overall, 

it was felt that amateur users of PPPs could best be targeted using social media. 

 

8. Planning for 2022 

 

• Stakeholder Action Tracker: all members were asked to complete and forward to Irish 

Water. 

 

Wicklow Co. C. indicated that a new policy document seeking to minimise the use of the 

active substance glyphosate by council operatives was nearing completion.  Effectively the 

policy seeks to promote mechanical control and /or the use of boiling water and oil.  When 

adopted, Wicklow CC agreed to circulate to members of the NPDWAG for information. 

 

 

9. AOB 

 

• Irish Water picture: There was considerable discussion of a photograph taken by IW which 

showed an operative applying PPP(?) in close proximity to the general public.  Ultimately 

the question to emerge from the discussion, was why, why was the operative spraying a 

well-manicured lawn?  Good IPM requires that a chemical is only used as a last resort. 
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• Glyphosate: the DAFM confirmed that the decision whether or not to renew approval of the 

active substance glyphosate, originally due at the end of 2022 (15 Dec.), was to be deferred 

for approximately 12 months.  This was due to the volume of submissions received by 

EFSA and ECHA from MSs and the applicant.  Therefore it is likely that there will be a 

proposal from the Commission to extend the current approval for an additional year. 

 

 

Next meeting 28 September 2022  


