
From: Ryan, Niall <Niall.Ryan@agriculture.gov.ie>  
Sent: Monday 10 May 2021 16:23 
To: OBrien, Mareli <Mareli.OBrien@agriculture.gov.ie>; Byrne, MichaelJ (Galway) 
<MichaelJ.Byrne@agriculture.gov.ie> 
Subject: FW: Urgent Ongoing suspected breach of EIA (Agriculture) Regs Tonashammer, Westmeath 

From: Doolan, Frank <Frank.Doolan@agriculture.gov.ie>  
Sent: Monday 19 April 2021 12:24 
To: Kiernan, Seamus <Seamus.Kiernan@agriculture.gov.ie> 
Cc: Ryan, Niall <Niall.Ryan@agriculture.gov.ie>; Heaslip, Colin <Colin.Heaslip@agriculture.gov.ie>; 
Denniston, Hannah <Hannah.Denniston@agriculture.gov.ie>; Dooley, Brendan 
<brendan.dooley@agriculture.gov.ie> 
Subject: RE: Urgent Ongoing suspected breach of EIA (Agriculture) Regs Tonashammer, Westmeath 

Seamus/Niall/Colin/Hannah, 
Brendan Dooley and I visited the site of the alleged EIA breach at Tonashammer townland on Friday 
16th April last, we were also accompanied to the site by Triona Finnen from NPWS although she did 
not accompany us on our dealings with the landowner, XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX. At the time of our 
inspection 2 tracked diggers, 2 tractors and trailers and a bulldozer were working in the field, from 
our observations the farmer has breached the terms of the Prohibition Notice by re-commencing 
work of any kind but their work was limited to digging out loose stones and debris as well as 
levelling of topsoil as the inspection showed. There was no new movement or re-contouring of soil 
and there was no further destruction of habitat.  We asked XXXXXXXXXXXXXX under caution as to 
why work had re-commenced on the site following the issue of the Prohibition Notice by Kevin 
Conry on 08/03/2021. He outlined that he had made attempts to contact NBE Division in Wexford 
through his advisor, xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx and showed us a letter which had been submitted on his 
behalf. This letter sought to explain that the works being carried out currently were not in breach of 
EIA regulations. This letter was submitted by email, we didn’t have complete access to the full 
contents of this letter but it was sent to Wexford on 23/03/2021.  XXXXXXXXXX also showed us a 
location in an adjoining field where he had planted new hedgerow. We asked him to cease all 
activity on the site which he did and all machinery was parked up and idle as we left the area. He 
gave us an undertaking that no further work would be carried out until he receives clarification from 
official channels. 

Regards, 
Frank Doolan & Brendan Dooley. 
From: Kiernan, Seamus  
Sent: 15 April 2021 13:05 
To: Doolan, Frank; Dooley, Brendan 
Subject: FW: Urgent Ongoing suspected breach of EIA (Agriculture) Regs Tonashammer, Westmeath 

fyi 

From: Conry, Kevin <Kevin.Conry@agriculture.gov.ie>  
Sent: Wednesday 10 March 2021 13:01 
To: Kiernan, Seamus <Seamus.Kiernan@agriculture.gov.ie> 
Subject: FW: Urgent Ongoing suspected breach of EIA (Agriculture) Regs Tonashammer, Westmeath 

Hi Seamus, 
Please find report compiled following an inspection carried out relating to the issue below. 
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Regards, 
Kevin 

From: Conry, Kevin  

Sent: 08 March 2021 16:37 
To: Kiernan, Seamus 

Subject: RE: Urgent Ongoing suspected breach of EIA (Agriculture) Regs Tonashammer, Westmeath 

Hi Seamus, 
Please see copy of prohibition notice issued this afternoon in relation to the issue below. Work 
ceased shortly after the notice was issued and did not re-commence while I was present. I will 
complete a report in due course. 
Regards, 
Kevin 

From: Kiernan, Seamus  
Sent: 04 March 2021 12:23 

To: Conry, Kevin 

Subject: FW: Urgent Ongoing suspected breach of EIA (Agriculture) Regs Tonashammer, 
Westmeath 

Hi Kevin, 
EIA for next week – Prohibition notice to be served also. 

Regards, 
Seamus 

From: Ryan, Niall  

Sent: 04 March 2021 12:09 
To: Kiernan, Seamus 

Cc: Heaslip, Colin; OBrien, Mareli; Nolan, Jack; OBrien, EoinE 
Subject: FW: Urgent Ongoing suspected breach of EIA (Agriculture) Regs Tonashammer, 

Westmeath 

Seamus, 
Please see attached and below. This work is a breach of the EIA regs. Will you please organise an 
immediate  inspection to establish who the farmer is that is carrying out the work and record the 
extent of the works? May I suggest that two AES Inspectors are assigned to this. The word document 
attached has notes prepared by Colin. Please ask the AES Inspectors to request that the farmer 
immediately stops the work. 
Also attached is a blank Prohibition Notice  where the blanks could  be completed in pen and served 
to the farmer to request him to stop. If you are not comfortable with serving this then please send 
report back to us asap and we will issue it. 

Regards, 

Niall 

From: Triona Finnen <Triona.Finnen@chg.gov.ie> 
Sent: Thursday 4 March 2021 08:50 
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To: Ryan, Niall <Niall.Ryan@agriculture.gov.ie> 
Subject: Urgent Ongoing suspected breach of EIA (Agriculture) Regs Tonashammer, Westmeath 

CAUTION: This Email originated from Outside of this department. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Otherwise 
Please Forward any suspicious Emails to Notify.Cyber@agriculture.gov.ie . 

Niall, 

Further to my report and inquiries in relation to this case, I would like to inform the EIA Section and 
the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine that works are ongoing on the lands with a 
significant area of recontouring having taken place with 2 bulldozers and an excavator now 
working onsite as noted yesterday evening.   

I met with the new landowner- XXXXXXXXXXX on the 11th of February 2021 on the lands. Along with
the destruction of habitats in part of the Lough Naneagh proposed Natural  Heritage Area, and on 
lands adjacent, 3 badger setts have been destroyed and another interfered with. 

During the conversation XXXXXXXXX stated that he intended burning the piles of excavated trees
and shrubs, bulldozing the internal field boundaries which include the remains of old stone walls, 
recontouring the lands and then reseeding. I strongly advised him not to carry out any further works 
as I believed they required screening under the EIA Agriculture Regs and I handed him copy of your 
4 page information leaflet.  

It is very sad to see our heritage and biodiversity being lost and along with the carbon that was 
stored up in the woodlands, scrub and trees, and a part of a site that was deemed important enough 
to be included in a pNHA, being more or less destroyed just so that more intensive land can be 
created for dairy farming. This is one of a number of cases I have sent to DAFM over the years and 
unfortunately I am still looking at those sites which were heavily damaged and it seems no 
restoration was ever undertaken. 

I understand that your section in DAFM may not be adequately resourced to follow up on these 
cases given the scale of unauthorised works being undertaken across the country and the difficulties 
that the Covid restrictions have caused staff. However, since it is exactly a month since I first made 
inquiries with you, and the site is still being developed, can you tell me what action have the DAFM 
taken to date in regard to the works, has a site investigation been undertaken and have those 
responsible been interviewed or even contacted and advised by phone, has a prohibition notice 
been served? If not will this be undertaken as a matter of urgency? 
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FYI there are connections between the contractors and the lands at Tonashammer and a site which 
was investigated by DAFM at XXXXXXXXXXX where it seems the advises/ notices issued
by DAFM (EIA and FS) were ignored and work carried on until complete. I suspect that the word is 
out, that it's okay to plough on, that there will not be any consequences. 

I will call you shortly for an update. 

Thank-you, 

Tríona Finnen 

Tríona Finnen
North Westmeath Ranger
National Parks & Wildlife Service
——

From: Triona Finnen 
Sent: Wednesday 10 February 2021 16:26 
To: Niall.Ryan@agriculture.gov.ie 

Subject: Report of suspected breach of EIA (Agriculture) Regs Tonashammer, Westmeath 

Niall, 

Further to my inquiry about this site last week, I would like to bring to your attention a 
suspected breach of the EIA (Agriculture) Regulations for the lands within folios XXXXXXX and 
XXXXXXXXXX at Tonashammer, Co.Westmeath, XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX.

The lands have recently been acquired by XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

http://www.npws.ie/
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The works involved to date include the following: 

• removal of over 500 metres of hedgerow
• restructuring the lands by removal of hedgerows affecting  an area of over

5 hectares
• Commencing to use uncultivated land or semi-natural areas for intensive agriculture

effecting an area of over 5ha and/ or on lands within and adjacent and affecting a
pNHA (Lough Naneagh proposed Natural Heritage Area) (pNHA site code: 001814). In
addition a number of badger setts have been effected by the works. So far the works
have involved removal of hazel woodland and scrub by mechanical excavator and
mulching of remnant species rich grassland.

Tree felling has been reported to the DAFM Forest Service Inspector Rory Greene and I 
understand he has conducted a site investigation and is considering what further action can be taken 
by Forest Service. You may need to speak to them regarding the status of the removal of the hazel 
woodland, is it covered under the Forestry Acts or EIA (Agriculture) Regs. 

Please see document attached showing location maps of site and some photographs showing 
extent of the works on the lands on the north side of the public road. 

Also I understand that works are ongoing with further scrub removal taking place on part of the land 
which may now also be owned by XXXXXXXXXXXXX on the other side of the roadway.

Would you please pass on this case to the relevant inspector for investigation? I would strongly urge 
you to issue a prohibition notice on the farmer to avoid any further development of these lands if no 
EIA screening has been carried out. 

I am willing to assist in any way including provision of witness statement and photographs. I am also 
available to assist/ advise in regard to any reinstatement notices. I have photographs and species 
lists from over the years if they are of any use.  

I understand that the farmer has today applied to the Council to burn the piles of removed 
vegetation on the site and therefore, I believe it would be important for your staff to visit the site 
ASAP while the evidence is still insitu.  



Thank you and regards, 

Tríona 

Tríona Finnen
North Westmeath Ranger
National Parks & Wildlife Service

http://www.npws.ie/




Notes on EIA Breach at EIA Breach 

• Referred to DAFM by NPWS and DAFM Forestry Section. No applications for this area since 2015

• Works: Unapproved removal of scrub, hedgerow and trees made aware to DAFM.

• Part of the area overlaps or is adjacent to Proposed Natural Heritage Areas: Lough Naneagh (Site Code: 001814).

• The location is Tonashammer, it is north of Castlepollard and west of Dromone.

• Over 500 metres of hedgerow has been removed (not trimmed) and nothing is remaining only bare soil

• The total area of the works is ca 6.5 ha and there are wetlands present.

• From desk check of DAHG Historic Environment Viewer there are 1no. NMS site’s nearby north of the site.

• Please confirm the level of works completed on site and how/if they are connected to the adjoining watercourses.

• Any additional drainage works done to discharge off site?

• In order to finalise and approve the proposed application for the customer, please submit field findings (via email) for the points listed below to

NBE contacts.

NBE Contacts: Colin.Heaslip@agriculture.gov.ie or Hannah.Denniston@agriculture.gov.ie
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Locations of works (See application for more detail) 



Watercourses are blue arrows indicating flow direction, site locations is red cross, coloured hatchings are the nearest pNHA. 
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An Roinn Talmhaiochta, 
Bia agus Mara 
Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine 

08/03/2021 

Re: Prohibition Notice under Regulation 5 of S.I. 456 of 2011 Environmental Impact 

Assessment (Agriculture) Regulations. 

Dear 

by you at 
has occurred and remains ongoin .    Any activities commenced in the absence of an Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) screening approval by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine are in contravention of Regulation 5 of S.I. 456 of 2011 EIA (Agriculture) Regulations. In 
this regard the Department considers that there is a breach of the regulations. 

A prohibition notice is hereby served on you to cease all such activities on this land. You must 

immediately cease all works unless otherwise directed by the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine. 

Failure to comply with this notice is an offence; a person who contravenes a notice issued under 
Regulation 5, commits an offence and is liable on summary conviction, to a Class A fine, or on 
conviction on indictment, to a fine not exceeding €250,000. 

If you wish to discuss this further, you can contact the EIA section, DAFM at your earliest 
convenience. 

#1 
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Kevm Conry
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Report from site visit conducted following a cross report of a possible breach of Environmental 

Impact Regulations (Agriculture) in relation to work being carried out on lands at Tonashammer, 

Co. Westmeath. 

Date: 

Present: 

16/04/2021 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Frank Doolan, Brendan Dooley (AAI DAFM AES Section) 

We visited the site of the alleged EIA breach at Tonashammer townland on Friday 16th April 

last, we were also accompanied to the site by Triona Finnen from NPWS although she did 

not accompany us on our dealings with the landowner, xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.

At the time of our inspection 2 tracked diggers, 2 tractors and trailers and a bulldozer were 

working in the field, from our observations the farmer has breached the terms of the 

Prohibition Notice by re-commencing work of any kind but their work was limited to digging 

out loose stones and debris as well as levelling of topsoil as the inspection showed. 

 There was no new movement or re-contouring of soil and there was no further destruction 

of habitat.  

We asked xxxxxxxxxxx under caution as to why work had re-commenced on the site

following the issue of the Prohibition Notice by Kevin Conry on 08/03/2021. He outlined 

that he had made attempts to contact NBE Division in Wexford through his advisor, 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx and showed us a letter which had been submitted on his behalf. This

letter sought to explain that the works being carried out currently were not in breach of EIA 

regulations. This letter was submitted by email, we didn’t have complete access to the full 

contents of this letter but it was sent to Wexford on 23/03/2021.  

 Mr. Masterson also showed us a location in an adjoining field where he had planted new 

hedgerow. We asked him to cease all activity on the site which he did and all machinery was 

parked up and idle as we left the area. 

 He gave us an undertaking that no further work would be carried out until he receives 

clarification from official channels. 

Photos below showing site on day of Inspection. 

Brendan Dooley 

Frank Doolan 

27/04/2021 
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Report from site visit conducted following a cross report of a possible breach of Environmental Impact Regulations (Agriculture) in relation to work 

being carried out on lands at Tonashammer,  Co. Westmeath. 

Date: 

Present: 

08/03/2021 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx(Land Owner)

Kevin Conry (AAI DAFM AES Section) 

The background to this case is laid out in correspondence from the National Parks and Wildlife Service and the report from the forestry section of DAFM. I 

was instructed to attend the lands in question, issue a prohibition notice (attached) and carry out an inspection regarding a suspected breach of the 

Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations 2011.  I met the landowner at the lands in question at approximately 2pm, explained the purpose of my visit 

and issued him with the prohibition notice. Work ceased shortly after the notice was issued and did not re-commence while I was present.   

The lands involved cover two folios xxxxxxxx and xxxxxxxxxx (Page 4&5). The area of the lands where all the work has been carried out is estimated at

approximately 7 Ha in total (Page 6). Previously a portion of this land was claimed for under Parcel xxxxxxxxxxx on the Basic Payments system (Page 7). Of

the 4.06Ha digitised area 3.13Ha were deemed to have some level of exclusion either 100% (.2Ha) 60%(1.14Ha) or 5%(1.79Ha). The remainder of this 

approximate 7Ha block does not appear to have been claimed for on the BPS. The land is now going to be re-seeded for use as part of a dairy enterprise. 

Taking the whole area of this piece of land allied to the previous exclusion rating and the fact that part of it is within a proposed National Heritage Area 

(pNHA) Lough Nanenah site number 1814 (Page 8) it would appear that the threshold allowable for not having to obtain an EIA screening decision from the 

Department of Agriculture was exceeded.  

Type of on-farm Activity Screening by DAFM required 

Commencing to use uncultivated land or semi-natural areas for intensive 

agriculture 

• Above 5 hectares

• Sub-threshold;
- where the proposed works are to be carried out within (or may

effect) a proposed NHA or a nature reserve or
- the proposed works may have a significant effect on the

environment



[2] 

In relation to hedgerow removal it appears as if hedgerows were totally removed along the red lines indicated (Page 9). The total length is estimated at 520 

metres exceeding the 500m threshold. As a result of this hedgerow removal the resultant land area is estimated at approximately 7Ha which also exceeds 

the 5Ha threshold applicable here. One of the lengths of hedgerow removed also appears to fall with the boundary of the proposed National Heritage Area 

(pNHA) Lough Nanenah site number 1814 (Page 8). The owner did state it was his intention to re-instate this hedge and three mature trees and some stone 

remained along the previous line of the hedge. Work underway on the day was along this old hedgerow line, removing soil and banking up a wet area to the 

west of this old hedgerow (Blue dot Page 9, Photo Pages 15 & 16). None of the hedgerows that were removed were evident on the day. No hedgerow had 

been planted prior to the removal of the hedges.  It would appear that the threshold allowable for not having to obtain an EIA screening decision from the 

Department of Agriculture was exceeded.  

Type of on-farm Activity Screening by DAFM required 

Restructuring by removal of field boundaries: • Over 5 hectares affected or over 500 metres field boundary being
removed, whichever is the lesser

• Sub-thresholds;
- where the proposed works are to be carried out within (or may

effect) a proposed NHA or a nature reserve or
- the proposed works may have a significant effect on the

environment

In relation to the re-contouring of land work has taken place on nearly the entire area (Page 13 & 14). There are two small areas which appear to contain 

some of the vegetation that was there originally. The topsoil has been removed from some areas to allow for the underlying gravel layer to be lowered with 

a view to returning the topsoil over it again and reseeding (Page 12). Given that nearly the entire area has been disturbed including areas stripped back of 

topsoil and areas now covered with these mounds of topsoil it may take a professional interpretation to ascertain if the 2 Ha threshold was exceeded. If the 

definition of re-contouring involves removing a layer of soil which had to occur to remove the scrub and hazel forests  then the 2Ha appears to have been 

exceeded and a screening decision should have been sought before the work commenced.   Further investigation may be required with a GPS mapping 

system to determine the exact area involved in re-contouring.  



[3] 

No new or alterations to existing drainage work had taken place. Some work was underway close to the wetland present (Page 10 &11 ; Photo Pages 15 & 

16) . The owner stated that he has no intention of interfering with the wetland area and that it was never his intention to do so. According to the owner he

had carried out the works in consultation with his agricultural advisor xxxxxxxxx and felt the works had not exceeded the threshold for an EIA screening

decision.

I proceeded to inspect the remaining lands of the two folios across the road. No hedgerow removal had taken place. A lot a scrub had been cleared and was 

heaped in three large piles on the land. It appears as some trees may also have been removed as part of the work which may require notification to the 

Forestry section of the Department (Page 17).  

Some video footage and more photographs were taken which can be shared if necessary. 

Kevin Conry 

10/03/2021 
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From: Doolan, Frank <Frank.Doolan@agriculture.gov.ie>  
Sent: Monday 10 May 2021 15:59 
To: Ryan, Niall <Niall.Ryan@agriculture.gov.ie> 
Cc: Heaslip, Colin <Colin.Heaslip@agriculture.gov.ie>; Denniston, Hannah 
<Hannah.Denniston@agriculture.gov.ie>; Dooley, Brendan <brendan.dooley@agriculture.gov.ie> 
Subject: RE: Further suspected breaches of EIA (Agriculture) Regs Tonashammer, Westmeath 

Hi Niall, 
On the 16th April Brendan and I advised xxxxxxxxxx that no further land reclamation work was to
take place on the land recently bought by him at Tonashammer townland due to there being a 
Prohibition Notice already in place, this included any re-seeding of the reclaimed land. The only 
thing we gave him permission to do was to hang gates at the entrance to the property. We didn’t 
actually serve a second Prohibition Notice, we understood that the one issued by Kevin on 08/03 
carried out this purpose. 

Regards, 
Frank 

From: Ryan, Niall  
Sent: 10 May 2021 15:23 
To: Doolan, Frank 
Cc: Heaslip, Colin; Denniston, Hannah 
Subject: FW: Further suspected breaches of EIA (Agriculture) Regs Tonashammer, Westmeath 

Hi Frank, 
Please see below and attached. When you served the Prohibition Notice did you advise that all 
works (including reseeding) were to cease until further notice? 

Regards, 
Niall 

From: Triona Finnen  
Sent: Monday 10 May 2021 14:52 
To: Ryan, Niall  
Cc: Denniston, Hannah ; Heaslip, Colin  
Subject: Further suspected breaches of EIA (Agriculture) Regs Tonashammer, Westmeath 

CAUTION: This Email originated from Outside of this department. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Otherwise 
Please Forward any suspicious Emails to Notify.Cyber@agriculture.gov.ie . 

Niall, 

I would like to bring to your attention that despite the DAFM Inspector site investigation and service 
of prohibition notice on landowner on the 8th of March 2021 and subsequent investigation by two 
other DAFM Inspectors regarding further works on the 16th of April 2021, I note that further works 
took place between the 16th and 30th of April 2021 on the lands at Tonashammer. This includes 
cultivation, destruction of remnant species rich grassland patches and suspected reseeding of 
grassland. 
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Please see photos attached. 

Frank Doolan has advised me that they did not give the landowner permission to carry out these 
works.  

Regards, 

Tríona 

Tríona Finnen
North Westmeath Ranger
National Parks & Wildlife Service
——

http://www.npws.ie/


Photo 1 above and 2 below showing before and after where remnant species rich grassland was destroyed by 

cultivation between the 16th and 30th of April 2021 on lands believed to be owned by xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx at

Tonashammer, Co.Westmeath. Area is to northwest of Lough Naneagh pNHA,  



Photo 3 Looking southeast towards Lough Naneagh pNHA, showing parallel lines of cultivation on bare ground 

completed between the 16th and 30th of April 2021 on lands believed to be owned by xxxxxxxxxxxxx at

Tonashammer, Co.Westmeath. 

Photo 4 Looking east within Lough Naneagh pNHA, showing parallel lines of cultivation on bare ground 

completed between the 16th and 30th of April 2021 on lands believed to be owned by xxxxxxxxxxxxxx at

Tonashammer, Co.Westmeath. 



Photo 5 Looking west (outside Lough Naneagh pNHA), showing parallel lines of cultivation on bare ground 

completed between the 16th and 30th of April 2021 on lands believed to be owned by xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx at

Tonashammer, Co.Westmeath. 

Photo 6 Looking north within west end of Lough Naneagh pNHA, showing water quality issues likely due to silt 

laden runoff into wetland, as noted on the 30th of April 2021 on lands believed to be owned by xxxxxxxxxxxxxx
at Tonashammer, Co.Westmeath. No silt mitigation measures are in place. 



From: OBrien, Mareli <Mareli.OBrien@agriculture.gov.ie>  
Sent: Monday 10 May 2021 18:40 
To: Ryan, Niall <Niall.Ryan@agriculture.gov.ie>; Byrne, MichaelJ (Galway) 
<MichaelJ.Byrne@agriculture.gov.ie> 
Cc: Heaslip, Colin <Colin.Heaslip@agriculture.gov.ie>; Denniston, Hannah 
<Hannah.Denniston@agriculture.gov.ie>; Nolan, Jack <Jack.Nolan@agriculture.gov.ie> 
Subject: RE: EIA xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Hi Niall, 

I checked out the emails, seems to be on the forestry side not EIA, emails attached, ref is made to

AIF 36/21, the second email attachment might be what is referred to. 

Regards, 

Mareli 

From: Ryan, Niall  
Sent: Monday 10 May 2021 16:22 
To: OBrien, Mareli ; Byrne, MichaelJ (Galway)  
Cc: Heaslip, Colin ; Denniston, Hannah ; Nolan, Jack 
Subject: FW: EIA xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Michael, Mareli, 
Please see attached. There appears to be a breach of the Prohibition Notice issued. A number of 
other e-mails have come in since and are now attached. 

Mareli, 
You should have this case recorded. Can you please check if the farmer contacted us to seek advice 
as per his statement in the attached report? 

Michael, 
Legal services need to be contacted and asked as to what we need to do next as this farmer is 
ignoring the Prohibition Notice. 

Regards, 
Niall 

From: Doolan, Frank <Frank.Doolan@agriculture.gov.ie>  
Sent: Tuesday 27 April 2021 11:41 
To: Ryan, Niall <Niall.Ryan@agriculture.gov.ie>; Kiernan, Seamus 
<Seamus.Kiernan@agriculture.gov.ie> 
Cc: Heaslip, Colin <Colin.Heaslip@agriculture.gov.ie>; Dooley, Brendan 
<brendan.dooley@agriculture.gov.ie>; Denniston, Hannah <Hannah.Denniston@agriculture.gov.ie> 
Subject: EIA xxxxxxxxxxxxx

To all please see attached. 

Regards 
Frank Doolan and Brendan Dooley 
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1st email attachment 

From: Jordan, Michael <Michael.Jordan@agriculture.gov.ie>  
Sent: Tuesday 23 March 2021 12:30 
To: Sheridan, Alan <Alan.Sheridan@agriculture.gov.ie>; Greene, Rory 
<Rory.Greene@agriculture.gov.ie>; Felling Forest Service <Felling.ForestService@agriculture.gov.ie> 
Cc: Bowe, Siobhan <Siobhan.Bowe@agriculture.gov.ie>; Denniston, Hannah 
<Hannah.Denniston@agriculture.gov.ie>; Fox, Jeanette <Jeanette.Fox@agriculture.gov.ie>; Heaslip, 
Colin <Colin.Heaslip@agriculture.gov.ie>; Kavanagh, Barry <Barry.Kavanagh@agriculture.gov.ie>; 
Murphy, Mandy <Mandy.Murphy@agriculture.gov.ie>; OBrien, Neil 
<Neil.OBrien@agriculture.gov.ie>; Ryan, Niall <Niall.Ryan@agriculture.gov.ie>; Trappe, Eileen 
<Eileen.Trappe@agriculture.gov.ie> 
Subject: RE: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx, Tonashammer, xxxxxxxxxxxxx, Co Westmeath.

Alan, the only comments in this case will be from Colin or Niall. 
Regards, 
Mick. 
From: Sheridan, Alan  
Sent: Tuesday 23 March 2021 12:26 
To: Greene, Rory ; Felling Forest Service  
Cc: Bowe, Siobhan ; Denniston, Hannah ; Fox, Jeanette ; Heaslip, Colin ; Jordan, Michael ; Kavanagh, 
Barry ; Murphy, Mandy ; OBrien, Neil ; Ryan, Niall ; Trappe, Eileen  
Subject: RE: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx, Tonashammer, xxxxxxxxxxxxx, Co Westmeath. 

Fair enough Rory. 

Mick, Mandy, Niall, EIA et al. 

Have you correspondence from xxxxxxxxxxxxx or his ag advisor? Is there anything you wish
to add to the reply from Rory below? 

Regards 

Alan 

2nd email attachment 

From: Greene, Rory <Rory.Greene@agriculture.gov.ie>  
Sent: Tuesday 23 March 2021 12:13 
To: Sheridan, Alan <Alan.Sheridan@agriculture.gov.ie>; Felling Forest Service 
<Felling.ForestService@agriculture.gov.ie> 
Cc: Bowe, Siobhan <Siobhan.Bowe@agriculture.gov.ie>; Denniston, Hannah 
<Hannah.Denniston@agriculture.gov.ie>; Fox, Jeanette <Jeanette.Fox@agriculture.gov.ie>; Heaslip, 
Colin <Colin.Heaslip@agriculture.gov.ie>; Jordan, Michael <Michael.Jordan@agriculture.gov.ie>; 
Kavanagh, Barry <Barry.Kavanagh@agriculture.gov.ie>; Murphy, Mandy 
<Mandy.Murphy@agriculture.gov.ie>; OBrien, Neil <Neil.OBrien@agriculture.gov.ie>; Ryan, Niall 



<Niall.Ryan@agriculture.gov.ie>; Trappe, Eileen <Eileen.Trappe@agriculture.gov.ie> 
Subject: RE: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx, Tonashammer, xxxxxxxxxxxxx, Co Westmeath. 

Hi Alan, 
Speaking for the Forest Service alone, I dont think its a good idea to meet on site.  
I have completed my work, the legal replanting order has been issued. 
There is a risk of misunderstood communications from meetings on site, Everything should be in 
writing.  
There is also a risk of the landowner or their agent seeking to negotiate the legal replanting order (or 
EIA matters which are not my remit). 

See attached another email from xxxxxxxxxxxx sent direct to me.

Im not sure how he got my email. 
I prefer that all communications on the matter are written and handled centrally via the felling 
section so that no misunderstandings occur. 

As an agricultural consultant xxxxxxxxxxxxx must be competent in sending maps and communicating
effectively in email if needed.  

My recommendations are that felling section email the following to xxxxxxxxxxxxx
1. That the Forest Service Division of the Department has a role relating to the felling of the

trees and the replanting of the trees per the Forestry Act 2014. EIA matters are handled by
the EIA sections of the Department

2. That regarding the felling and replanting order the Forest Service Division of the Department
wishes that all communications are done in writing and handled centrally via the
felling.forestservice@agriculture.gov.ei email. A meeting with the Forest Service Officials is
not necessary. 

3. That other matters regarding the EIA sections of the Department should be discussed with
that EIA section including soil removal (from areas other than where the trees were) and the
Forest Service Division have no role with regard to EIA. Give xxxxxxxxxxxxx the EIA contacts.

4. That the agent and landowner should comply the directions of the EIA sections of the
Department.

5. That the work on investigating the alleged illegal felling is complete and this relates to the
felling of trees alone!

6. That the replanting order is a legal requirement that must be adhered to and its contents
were clear.

7. That in advance of replanting, no further soil or vegetation should be removed or re-
contoured beneath the footprint of the hazel woodlands and trees that are to be replanted.

8. That should any part of the replanting order not be understood, the landowner or agent can
seek clarification by email and the felling section will seek to clarify.

Alan you should discuss these matters with the EIA section as required so that a centralised coherent 
communication channel is used.  
There is a danger that the landowner or agent could take up mixed messages that suits their 
interest, and undo the instructions of the DAFM FS or EIA section. 

Best Regards 

Rory Greene 
Forestry Inspector Grade III 

mailto:felling.forestservice@agriculture.gov.ei


An Roinn Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara 
Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine 

3 West, Agriculture House, Kildare Street, Dublin 2 

www.agriculture.gov.ie 

From: Sheridan, Alan  
Sent: 18 March 2021 15:32 
To: Greene, Rory 
Subject: FW: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx, Tonashammer, xxxxxxxxxxxxx, Co Westmeath. 

Rory, 

Please see below an email from the Ag advior for xxxxxxxxx in relation to the felling
reported under AIF 36/21. Looking for a meeting to discuss. 

Regards 

Alan 

From: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Sent: Thursday 18 March 2021 11:59 
To: Sheridan, Alan ; xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Subject: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx, Tonashammer, xxxxxxxxxxxxx, Co Westmeath. 

CAUTION: This Email originated from Outside of this department. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Otherwise 
Please Forward any suspicious Emails to Notify.Cyber@agriculture.gov.ie . 

Your Ref: RO 07/21 (Forestry Act 2014 Section 26) 

Alan, 

Re the above I am the Agricultural Consultant to the xxxxxxxxxxx subject to the above replanting
order. 
I also acted as Agricultural Consultant to the previous owner of the land in question. 
I advised xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx in relation to the EIA requirements in relation to land reclamation/
improvement and farming within GAEC practice in this case. 

I would like to request an on site meeting with your Department and xxxxxxxxxxxx to discuss issues
in relation to the clearance and subsequent replanting order. 
Such a meeting to be held within all COVID requirements and regulations. 

Regards, 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

http://www.agriculture.gov.ie/
mailto:larrymastersonfarm@gmail.com
mailto:Notify.Cyber@agriculture.gov.ie


Email attached to above 

From: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Sent: Tuesday 23 March 2021 10:41 
To: Greene, Rory <Rory.Greene@agriculture.gov.ie>; xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Subject: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx, Tonashammer, xxxxxxxxxxxxx, Co Westmeath. 

CAUTION: This Email originated from Outside of this department. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Otherwise 
Please Forward any suspicious Emails to Notify.Cyber@agriculture.gov.ie . 

Rory, 

I,xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx, am agricultural consultant to xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx. Following the purchase of the land
by xxxxxxxxx I advised him on the EIA and GAEC requirements regarding scrub removal etc from
land. xxxxxxxx has been ordered to cease all development work on the site and now has a replanting
order for part of the site. 
At present there are mounds of soil on the site from work already carried out. 

xxxxxxxxx is seeking an on site meeting with the relevant Department officials to discuss his position.

In the mean time can xxxxxxxxxxx proceed to level the soil heaps which needs to be done in any
event to progress any work on the site? 

Regards, 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

mailto:Notify.Cyber@agriculture.gov.ie


From: Ryan, Niall <Niall.Ryan@agriculture.gov.ie>  
Sent: Wednesday 5 January 2022 11:49 
To: Kiernan, Seamus <Seamus.Kiernan@agriculture.gov.ie>; Byrne, MichaelJ (Galway) 
<MichaelJ.Byrne@agriculture.gov.ie> 
Cc: Massey, Ted <Ted.Massey@agriculture.gov.ie>; Environmental Impact Assessment 
<xEIAScreening@agriculture.gov.ie>; OBrien, Mareli <Mareli.OBrien@agriculture.gov.ie>; Heaslip, 
Colin <Colin.Heaslip@agriculture.gov.ie> 
Subject: RE: Further suspected breaches of EIA (Agriculture) Regs Tonashammer, Westmeath 

Thanks Seamus. 

Michael, 
I recommend that we seek legal advice in this case. Will need to put a case history together to 
present to legal services. Can you please ask someone on your side to put this together? Can liaise 
with Colin if needs be. 

Thanks. 

Niall 

From: Kiernan, Seamus  
Sent: Wednesday 5 January 2022 10:30 
To: Ryan, Niall ; OBrien, Mareli ; Byrne, MichaelJ (Galway)  
Cc: Massey, Ted ; Environmental Impact Assessment  
Subject: RE: Further suspected breaches of EIA (Agriculture) Regs Tonashammer, Westmeath 

To all, 
We can facilitate another site visit – we have undertaken two site visits previously – if legal advice is 
required as suggested below – can this process be initiated. We await instruction from HQ on the 
matter. 

Regards, 
Seamus 

From: Ryan, Niall <Niall.Ryan@agriculture.gov.ie>  
Sent: Thursday 23 December 2021 16:31 
To: OBrien, Mareli <Mareli.OBrien@agriculture.gov.ie>; Byrne, MichaelJ (Galway) 
<MichaelJ.Byrne@agriculture.gov.ie>; Kiernan, Seamus <Seamus.Kiernan@agriculture.gov.ie> 
Cc: Massey, Ted <Ted.Massey@agriculture.gov.ie>; Environmental Impact Assessment 
<xEIAScreening@agriculture.gov.ie> 
Subject: RE: Further suspected breaches of EIA (Agriculture) Regs Tonashammer, Westmeath 

Thanks Mareli. 

Niall 

From: OBrien, Mareli <Mareli.OBrien@agriculture.gov.ie>  
Sent: Thursday 23 December 2021 16:12 
To: Ryan, Niall <Niall.Ryan@agriculture.gov.ie>; Byrne, MichaelJ (Galway) 
<MichaelJ.Byrne@agriculture.gov.ie>; Kiernan, Seamus <Seamus.Kiernan@agriculture.gov.ie> 

mailto:Niall.Ryan@agriculture.gov.ie
mailto:Mareli.OBrien@agriculture.gov.ie
mailto:MichaelJ.Byrne@agriculture.gov.ie
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mailto:Niall.Ryan@agriculture.gov.ie
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mailto:Seamus.Kiernan@agriculture.gov.ie


Cc: Massey, Ted <Ted.Massey@agriculture.gov.ie>; Environmental Impact Assessment 
<xEIAScreening@agriculture.gov.ie> 
Subject: RE: Further suspected breaches of EIA (Agriculture) Regs Tonashammer, Westmeath 

Folks, 

File number is CR-EIA-13-2021. 

Regards, 

Mareli  

From: Ryan, Niall <Niall.Ryan@agriculture.gov.ie>  
Sent: Thursday 23 December 2021 15:28 
To: Byrne, MichaelJ (Galway) <MichaelJ.Byrne@agriculture.gov.ie>; Kiernan, Seamus 
<Seamus.Kiernan@agriculture.gov.ie> 
Cc: Massey, Ted <Ted.Massey@agriculture.gov.ie>; Environmental Impact Assessment 
<xEIAScreening@agriculture.gov.ie> 
Subject: FW: Further suspected breaches of EIA (Agriculture) Regs Tonashammer, Westmeath 

Seamus, 
Please see below and attached. I agree with Colin’s recommendation that another site visit is carried 
out to confirm if Prohibition Notice was breached. Will probably need legal advice before this takes 
place as I’d imagine that a statement will taken. Please consult with our side first. 

Michael, 
For recording. 

Regards, 
Niall 

From: Heaslip, Colin <Colin.Heaslip@agriculture.gov.ie>  
Sent: Thursday 16 December 2021 14:50 
To: Ryan, Niall <Niall.Ryan@agriculture.gov.ie> 
Subject: FW: Further suspected breaches of EIA (Agriculture) Regs Tonashammer, Westmeath 

Hi Niall, 

I wish to re-advise a site visit be undertaken again to confirm if the prohibition notice was breached. 
I suggest the re-inspection make efforts to establish a best they can if the notice was breached given 
the amount of time that has passed. 

Regards, 
Colin 

From: Triona Finnen <Triona.Finnen@housing.gov.ie>  
Sent: 10 May 2021 14:52 
To: Ryan, Niall <Niall.Ryan@agriculture.gov.ie> 
Cc: Denniston, Hannah <Hannah.Denniston@agriculture.gov.ie>; Heaslip, Colin 
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<Colin.Heaslip@agriculture.gov.ie> 
Subject: Further suspected breaches of EIA (Agriculture) Regs Tonashammer, Westmeath 

CAUTION: This Email originated from Outside of this department. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Otherwise 
Please Forward any suspicious Emails to Notify.Cyber@agriculture.gov.ie . 

Niall, 

I would like to bring to your attention that despite the DAFM Inspector site investigation and service 
of prohibition notice on landowner on the 8th of March 2021 and subsequent investigation by two 
other DAFM Inspectors regarding further works on the 16th of April 2021, I note that further works 
took place between the 16th and 30th of April 2021 on the lands at Tonashammer. This includes 
cultivation, destruction of remnant species rich grassland patches and suspected reseeding of 
grassland. 

Please see photos attached. 

Frank Doolan has advised me that they did not give the landowner permission to carry out these 
works.  

Regards, 

Tríona 

Tríona Finnen
North Westmeath Ranger
National Parks & Wildlife Service
——
An Roinn Tithíochta, Rialtas Áitiúil & Oidhreachta
Department of Housing, Local Government & Heritage
National Parks & Wildlife Service, 
c/o Government Offices, Bellview, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath, N91 A972 
Tel: 087 6455258 Email: Triona.Finnen@housing.gov.ie Web: www.npws.ie
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