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1 Alleged Illegal felling Report Template 
 

Statement of evidence of Rory Greene, Forestry Inspector, Forest Service, Department of 

Agriculture Food and the Marine (DAFM), Agriculture House, Kildare Street, Dublin D02 

WK12. 

 

I hereby declare that this statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

 

I am a Forest Service inspector with the Forest Service with my headquarters at Forest 

Service Division, Department of Agriculture Food and the Marine, Agriculture House, 

Kildare Street, Dublin D02 WK12.  

 

I visited the lands In the Townland of Tonashamer, Co. Westmeath (see location Figure 1 

and Figure 2) on the 9th February  2021.  The GPS Centre points in Irish Transverse 

Mercartor Projection are 649994, 776015. 

The Townland is between Ballymanus Co. Westmeath and Dromone, Co. Meath 

 

I received an email notification from a Tríona Finnen, North Westmeath Ranger, National 

Parks & Wildlife Service on 3rd February 2021. 

 

 

Site Visit 

 

The following is an account of my inspection on the afternoon of 9th February 2021. 

 

I drove around the boundary, parked my car and began walking along the laneway to the 

north which gave a excellent vantage into the area of the activity. 

About 2 thirds the way along the lane a Jeep vehicle approached and the occupant asked me 

what was my interest in the area. 

I identified myself, giving my name, and telling the occupant I was a Forestry Inspector with 

the DAFM and my purpose was there to inspect the alleged illegal felling of trees. The 

occupant then identified himself as  and the 

owner of the lands where the activity occurred. 

 

I showed  my warrant card and fully cautioned him. I informed him that a felling 

licence is needed to cut down or remove trees. 

 

 said his intention was to clean the land to improve it and that he had no 

intention of draining the wetland present. He said he was removing scrub. I informed him 

there were big trees present that were felled.  said that he had felled them to 

improve visibility along the roads. He said that he cuts hedges for some income elsewhere and 

he had concerns over ash dieback. He said he was improving the land. He said he had got 

advice that indicated his intentions were within the law if he didn’t drain the wetland. He 

identified the chainsaw operator on site as his nephew . 

 



   

I told , that I was there to investigate the felling activities and that a report 

would be drafted and that there could be consequences for his actions, such as replanting.  

 said that what he had felled was mostly scrub. The conversation ended and I 

continued with my inspection. 

 

I entered the property and it was clear that significant works were being undertaken in my 

opinion to convert land use of the areas of forest woodland and hedgerows to agricultural use 

and improve agricultural use of existing semi-natural areas. I observed the following: 

1. Although there was some snow on the ground large areas of bare soil were exposed 

where hazel tree forest occurred. Bare soil was exposed elsewhere on the site from 

tracked machine transit and use. 

2. All the internal hedgerows were removed of all small trees (including there stumps 

and root crowns)  such as hawthorn and whitethorn, leaving just bare stone walls, 

bare soil and some but not many free standing tall trees. The total length of the 

removal is calculated as 511 m (Figure 3, hedgerows 1,2,3) 

3. There were large piles and rows of Hazel trees scattered throughout the area 

4. All the hazel forest in the area, consisting of 2 forest areas was removed, totalling to 

2.18 ha (1.17 ha for Hazel Forest A and  1.01 Ha for Hazel Forest B) (A and B on Figure 

4) 

5. There were some individual tall trees of 3 Ash, 1 Sycamore and 1 Oak that were felled 

internally away from the public roads ( C on Figure 4) 

6. There were some individual  trees felled near the public road ( D on Figure 4). 

 

Photos of the activities are included in an Appendix. 

 
From a desktop review I measured the areas of woodlands, the length of hedgerows and 
plotted the location of individual trees and there distance to public roads etc.  Some of the 
land where the activities occurred were in a proposed National Heritage Area (pNHA) Lough 
Nanenah site number 1814 (Figure 5). The site synopsis of the pNHA (attached) values the 
species rich woodland including multi-stemmed hazel woodland and raised concerns against 
indiscriminate clearing and removal of trees leading to habitat degradation and destruction. 
 
It was observed that the Trees at C are not within 10 m of a public road. The scrub  

 referred to is in fact a forest of hazel trees under the definition of the 2014 Forestry 
Act. Hazel is included in the definition of a tree in the Forestry Act. The hazel forest is valued 
by its pNHA status applied by the Government.  The small hawthorn, and whitethorn trees of 
the hedgerows were not trimmed for the purpose of their maintenance but were entirely 
removed. 
 



   

 
 

INFORMATION BOX  
 

Under the 2014 Forestry Act 

 
Under PART 1  
PRELIMINARY AND GENERAL Section 2 Interpretation: 
 
“tree” means a free standing woody perennial plant whose species has the potential 
to have a more or less definite crown and be capable of reaching a minimum height 
of 5 metres at maturity and includes a sapling and the species of birch and hazel. 
 
“forest” means land under trees with— 
(a) a minimum area of 0.1 hectare, and 
(b) tree crown cover of more than 20 per cent of the total area, or the potential to 
achieve this cover at maturity, 
and includes all species of trees; 
 
“fell” means cut through the trunk of the tree to such an extent that the tree falls or is 
rendered liable to fall; 
 
“remove”, in relation to a tree, includes uprooting the tree or applying a treatment to 
the tree to kill it; 
 
“reforestation” means restocking by planting, natural regeneration or coppicing of an 
area from which trees have been felled or otherwise removed; 
 
“replant” means to deliberately restock with trees an area from which trees have 
been felled, removed or otherwise destroyed, or to restock such other land as may 
be agreed with the Minister, but does not include restocking by means of natural 
regeneration; 
 
Under Part 4 of the Foresstry Act 2014 -Felling of Trees: 
“licence” means a licence granted under section 7 to fell or otherwise remove one or 

more trees. 
 
Under Part 4 Section 17 (6) 
A person who— 
(a) fells or otherwise removes one or more trees, or 
(b) causes or permits one or more trees to be felled or otherwise removed, 
without a licence, or in contravention of a condition of a licence, shall be guilty of an 
offence and be liable— ... 
 
Under Part 7 Replanting Orders: 
Section 26. (1) Where trees have been— 
(a) felled or otherwise removed without a licence under section 7, 
.... 
the Minister may issue a replanting order in respect of the owner requiring him or her 
to replant or to fulfil any or all of the conditions that attached to the licence (or, in a 
case in which no licence was granted, any or all of the conditions that would, in the 
opinion of the Minister, have been attached to a licence had such been granted) in 
accordance with the provisions of the order. 
 



   

Conclusions 
I have reviewed the exempted trees under the 2014 Forestry Act and the forests of Hazel (A 
and B in figure 4) meets the definition of a forest not scrub. Any trees within 10 m of a public 
road but that are within a forest are not exempt. I observe there to be no exemptions for trees 
of this forest from the need of a felling licence and conclude a breach of the licensing 
requirements of the act as occurred. 
 
Hawthorn and blackthorn trees are exempt trees under Section 19(1) (m) (iv) of the act. These 
were primarily the trees that were completely removed from the hedgerows (Figure 3, 
hedgerows 1,2 and 3) 
 
The trees marked at C Figure 4 are not exempt trees, they were part of the hedgerow and not 
within 10 metres of a public road. The intent of the tree felling and removal activities as stated 
by  were to clean and improve the land. Taking account of the information 
garnered from the site, I do not observe any exemption status under the Forestry Act 2014 
that applies to these trees. 
 
Recommendation 

1. Write out to the landowner and inform him that after conducting its 

investigations, DAFM has determined that a breach of the felling licence 

requirements of the 2014 Forestry Act has occurred with respect to individual 

trees and forest trees felled on his lands. And that he should cease and desist all 

other felling activities.  

2. Supply the landowner with a copy of the 2014 Forestry Act and the DAFM felling 

and reforestation policy 

3. Require that the hazel forests, A and B,  located in Figure 4 is to be replanted, 

using Native Hazel trees (Corylus avellana) from an Irish Tree Nursery.  Native 

provenance certs are to be maintained proving their native origin. The hazel trees 

are to be planted at 1,000 trees per hectare (equal spacing). The area is to be 

fenced off and all grazing animals are to be excluded. The trees are to be 

maintained and replaced where they fail to ensure that they reach maturity. 

4. Require that 5 Native Pedunculate Oak (Quercus robur) are planted at the location 

C in Figure 4 along the route of the remnant hedgerow bank at 5 metre spacing. 

The replacement trees are to be from an Irish Tree Nursery and of the order of 10 

to 12 cm girth trees and are to be maintained such that they grow to be 

established and form mature trees. Native provenance certs are to be maintained 

proving their native origin. 

5. Provide the owner with Figure 4 and the Coordinates Table 1,2 and 3  of the 

boundary of Hazel Forest A and Hazel Forest B and the Coordinates of Trees at C. 

Inform the owner the Coordinates are a guide to the boundary location for 

restoring the full extent of the removed forests and the individual trees to their 

former locations.  

6. The works are to be completed by the end of the Autumn 2021 planting season 

and preferably end of Spring 2021. 

7. Inform the owner that going forward he should contact the Department prior to 

felling any trees to confirm that they are exempt from a felling licence 

requirement.  



   

8. Pass on the details of the activities to the EIA section of DAFM so that they may 

investigate the activities elsewhere on the property for compliance with EIA 

regulations. Recontouring of the land also seems to be a risk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have read over the above statement. 

Signed:_______ _________________   5th Feb 2021 

Digitally signed 

 

Forestry Inspector     DAFM, Forest Service inspector  

 



   

 

 

  
 

Figure 1 Location of activities in the  townland of Tonashammer, Co. Westmeath  (Blue Circle) between Ballymanus, Co. Westmeath and Dromone, Co. 

Meath.  



   

 

 
 

Figure 2. Location of Felling activity. Red line shows the boundary of where all the activities were occurring. 



   

 
Figure 3 Map of Internal Hedgerows removed , 1,2 and 3 
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Figure 4 Map of the location of all Hazel Forest A and Hazel Forest B all Removed . 

 Also included are the individual trees removed at location C and D  

 

 



   

 
 

Figure 5 Part of the area includes a pNHA designation. 

 



   

Table 1 Hazel Forest A- Boundary Coordinate Guides in Irish Transverse Mercartor Projection 

 

xCoord yCoord 

649858.52 776117.21 

649856.64 776106.68 

649876.95 776094.27 

649901.77 776085.99 

649916.06 776082.61 

649944.64 776088.63 

649963.82 776095.02 

649987.88 776078.10 

650010.82 776069.07 

650032.26 776067.94 

650060.46 776058.17 

650072.50 776049.52 

650089.92 776026.76 

650111.75 776011.55 

650143.50 776000.30 

650160.69 775987.07 

650171.28 775968.55 

650166.65 775950.69 

650164.66 775936.14 

650193.77 775950.69 

650227.50 775961.94 

650247.35 775966.57 

650210.97 775985.75 

650179.88 776004.93 

650146.80 776030.73 

650119.02 776039.33 

650091.24 776055.86 

650066.11 776067.11 

650025.76 776090.92 

649982.10 776106.80 

649939.77 776109.44 

649896.77 776107.46 

 

  



   

 

Table 2 Hazel Forest B – Boundary Coordinate Guides in Irish Transverse Mercartor Projection 

XCoord YCoord 

649841.21 776104.15 

649817.40 776092.24 

649840.55 776058.51 

649862.38 776019.48 

649870.31 775991.04 

649876.27 775973.84 

649850.47 775962.60 

649844.52 776005.59 

649840.55 776029.41 

649808.80 776065.79 

649766.47 776082.32 

649730.08 776104.15 

649720.16 776139.87 

649718.18 776156.41 

649745.96 776142.51 

649776.39 776139.21 

649800.20 776138.55 

649824.67 776130.61 

649843.86 776121.35 

 

Table 3 Felled Trees at location C  -Location Guides in Irish Transverse Mercartor Projection 

xCoord yCoord 

650013.85 776045.94 

650013.85 776039.33 

650015.83 776029.41 

650017.82 776021.47 

650015.17 776034.70 

 

 

 




