
 

 

 

 

 

01.12.2022 

 

Mr Ashley Glover 

By email only: requests@righttoknow.ie 

Our Ref:  AIE Request 20220339 

Your Ref: Biodiversity Information 

Dear Mr Glover,  

I refer to the request dated 04.11.2022 you made under the European Communities (Access to 

Information on the Environment) Regulations 2007 to 2018 (S.I. No. 133 of 2007, S.I. No. 662 of 2011, 

S.I. 615 of 2014 and S.I. No. 309 of 2018) (hereafter referred to as the AIE Regulations) in which you 

requested access to information held by Coillte as follows: 

 

Under the AIE Regs to request the following area identified, mapped and managed by Coillte in GIS 

format  

 

“For the past 20 years Coillte have identified, mapped and managed over 20% of its forests and 

lands for nature conservation and biodiversity; making it one of Ireland’s largest natural 

biodiversity resources” 

 

Please include any records that outline the methodology for flagging forestry as managed for 

nature/biodiversity   

 

Summary of Decision 

 

I have considered the Request and I have made a final decision on it on 01.12.2022.  Following receipt 

of the Request, I examined material held by Coillte and have identified one record that relates 

specifically to one element of your request, namely the methodology for flagging forestry as managed 

for nature/biodiversity. Please find attached document titled ‘Coillte_BioClass_2020’ for your 

information. 

 

In relation to the mapped areas of biodiversity in GIS format, it is my decision to refuse access to this 
element of your request pursuant to Article 9(2)(c), which entitles a public authority to refuse to make 
environmental information available where the request concerns material in the course of 
completion, or unfinished documents or data. The information being sought is currently being actively 
reviewed and updated with plans in place to have it ready for public dissemination via our online and 
publicly accessible Mapviewer by the end of Quarter 2, 2023. It is for this reason that the information 
sought is being refused.  

 
Name of Authority and Estimated Time for Completion   
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Pursuant to Article 10(6), I advise that Coillte is the authority preparing the material that is in the 
course of completion, and the estimated time needed for completion would be approximately six 
months, however this is subject to change.. 
 

Public Interest Test  
 

In accordance with Article 10(3) and 10(4), I have weighed the public interest served by disclosure 
against the interest served by refusal of the Request.   
 
Article 10(3) requires that Coillte consider each request under the AIE Regulations on an individual 
basis and weigh the public interest served by disclosure against the interest served by refusal.     
 
Article 10(4) requires that the grounds for refusal of a request for environmental information be 
interpreted on a restrictive basis having regard to the public interest served by disclosure.  
 
These requirements apply to discretionary grounds for refusal of a request under Article 9, which I 
have relied upon in reaching my decision.    
 
In considering the public interest generally, I have considered relevant factors both for and against 
release of the requested information, as set out below.  
 
It is my opinion that the public interest served by disclosure would be openness and transparency. In 

this regard, Coillte makes as much information as possible available through it public files, its website 

and through the DAFM Forest Licence Viewer. Further, I consider the public interest served by 

individuals being able to exercise their rights under the AIE Regulations to the greatest possible extent, 

in order to gain access to environmental information. 

 

Finally, I consider the public interest served by environmental information being made available and 

shared with the public in order to achieve the widest possible systematic availability of environmental 

information. 

 

However, in the present case, I believe that the factors in favour of refusing access far outweigh those 

in favour of granting access. I consider there to be a strong public interest in ensuring that information 

provided is as up-to-date and accurate as possible.  Further, there is a strong public interest in 

affording public authorities the space necessary to produce and subsequently update information 

where required, and also be given the necessary time to disseminate the updated information. This 

will inevitably produce better outcomes for the public at large.  

    
It is my conclusion in this case that the release of the requested information at this time, would not 
serve the public interest. 
 
In all of the circumstances, it is my opinion that the balance of legitimate public interests does not 
weigh in favour of disclosure of the requested information.  
 
Schedule of Records  



 

 
I have attached a schedule of records with this letter. This lists the records that I consider relevant to 
the Request. It provides a brief description of each record and the decision I have reached in relation 
to each record.  
 

Right of Review 

 

Under Article 11 of the AIE Regulations you have a right to request an internal review of this decision. 

An internal review involves a complete reconsideration of the matter by a member of the staff of 

Coillte, unconnected with the original decision, of the same or higher rank than the original decision-

maker, who may affirm, vary or annul the original decision.   

 

If you wish to request an internal review, you can do so by writing to: 

Nicola Wall 

Information and Data Protection Officer 

Coillte CGA 

E-mail: Nicola.Wall@coillte.ie  

 

referring to this decision, quoting the AIE reference number. This request must be made within one 

month of the date of receipt of this decision. The decision of an internal review will be communicated 

to you within one month of receipt of your request for an internal review. 

Please contact me if I can assist you in any matter relating to your request.  

Yours sincerely, 

Sent by email, no signature 

Nicholas Egan 

Acting Environmental information Officer,  

Coillte CGA 

Email: nicholas.egan@coillte.ie 
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