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Right to Know 

Via email: requests@righttoknow.ie 

 

 

 

16th December 2022 

 

 

Re: OEE AIE 2022 40 Decision 
 

Dear Mr Glover, 

 

I refer to your request dated 2nd December 2022 made under the EC (Access to 

Information on the Environment) Regulations 2007 to 2018 for records held by the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  

Your request sought:    

  

“Under the AIE Regs to request details of any site inspections and/or 

enforcement actions in relation to unlicenced peat extraction at Bord na 

Mona site known as Rochfortbridge  

  

Rochfortbridge operation is above 50Ha and is extracting and stockpiling 

peat as a part of the quarrying process.  Site is owned by BnM and leased 

to CRH as principal operators. Peat is currently excavated to access sand 

and gravel sub-layers. Excavated peat is currently being stockpiled onsite. 

Rochfortbridge is divided into two sub-sites, both above the licenseable 

50Ha: Derryarkin 165-hectares and Drumman 71-hectares”  

I wish to advise you that I, David Smith have made a final decision to refuse your 

request on 16th  December 2022.  The purpose of this letter is to explain that decision.  

 

Summary of Decision 

 

Following examination of records held by the EPA, I have been unable to locate any 

records relevant to your request.  I therefore refuse your request in accordance with 

Article 7(5) of the AIE Regulations which states: 

 

7.(5) Where a request is made to a public authority and the information requested is 

not held by or for the authority concerned, that authority shall inform the applicant as 

soon as possible that the information is not held by or for it. 
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In its search for the records, the EPA has tried to use all practical, possible means for 

locating the records which you have sought and has taken the steps outlined below to 

find them: 

 

1. Discussions with individual members of staff who may have dealt with such 

records; 

2.  Circulation of an e-mail to all relevant EPA staff, which set out the records 

you sought and asking staff to check if they had any records or information 

relating to your request; and, 

 3.        Review of licences on the EPA website and hardcopy files. 

 

Rights of Appeal  

Under Article 11 of the AIE Regulations you have a right to request an internal 

review of this decision.  An internal review will involve a complete reconsideration of 

the matter by a more senior member of the staff of the Environmental Protection 

Agency unconnected with the original decision. 

 

If you wish to request an internal review, you can do so by writing to Ms Ana Bolger, 

AIE Officer, EPA, P.O. Box 3000, Johnstown Castle Estate, Co. Wexford or by 

sending an email to aie@epa.ie.  You should make this request within one month 

from the date of this notification.   

 

 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 
_____________________________ 

David Smith  

AIE Decision Maker, 

Office of Environmental Enforcement. 

 

 

 
 

 


