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REF: Request for full information on the ‘Additional Project’ for Farmland Pollinator Protection, 

funded by the DAFM, as well as any further information on the others ‘Additional Projects’ that 
is available. 

• Farmland Pollinator Protection (EIP) 

• Who the contract is with? 

o Farmland Pollinator Protection (EIP) project is funded by the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and Marine (DAFM). The contract is signed between DAFM & Compass Informatics, 
current incumbent of the NBDC contract. 

• A short description of each project: 
o Farmland Pollinator Protection (EIP): This project is about small actions that will allow           

biodiversity to co-exist within a productive farming system. It aims to help farmers to       
provide small habitats that will offer food, safety and shelter on their farms for pollinators 
(wild bees, hoverflies) and other biodiversity. 
Using the information on the effectiveness of each pollinator measure, an innovative farm-
scale scoring system will be developed that uses a habitat-matrix approach to quantity how 
pollinator-friendly the entire farm is as a land parcel.  
To demonstrate the applicability of the approach to all farmland, the project is based in 
County Kildare and involves approximately 40 farmers from across dairy, beef, sheep, tillage, 
mixed, organic, and ranging from low to high intensity. It is being rolled out as follows:  
Beginning of year 1: All farms will be assessed for existing pollinator habitat and given an initial 
farm-scale pollinator score – this is the baseline  
Year 1: Project is established, and 40 farmers are recruited. 
Year 2: All farms are fully monitored for pollinators (bees, hoverflies) and for broader biodi-
versity (other insects/flora/birds)  

 
Years 2-5: Farms are scored annually and encouraged to take simple actions to improve their 
score –Farmers are paid annually depending on their score and the amount and quality of 
habitat they create.  
Year 4: All farms are fully monitored again for pollinators and biodiversity  
Year 5: Full critical review and future recommendations made 

 

• When it started and when it ends: 
o Farmland Pollinator Protection (EIP): The funding for this project is contracted to 31st      

December 2023. The project commenced in July 2019, notice of funding secured on 25th Oc-
tober 2018.  

• What the Data Centre/HC responsibilities are. 
o Farmland Pollinator Protection (EIP):  A Project Manager, on a fixed-term contract, funded      

under the project, is employed by the incumbent contractor and a provisional agreement 
has been made for that person to be seconded to the project in the event of a change of 
contractor. Temporary field ecologists are also employed.  Grant contributions to participat-
ing farmers are also included within the budget. The contract value is €1,194,679.00 inclu-
sive of VAT amounting to €141,119.00 over 5 years to 2024.  

o Breakdown of the project budget by year is: 
o Y1€66,012.79 

o Y2€490,400.63 

o Y3€211,935.07 

o Y4€213,165.07 

o Y5€213,165.07 
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Further details can be found here too 

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/find-connect/projects/protecting-farmland-pollinators 
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/projects/protecting-farmland-pollinators/ 

https://ec.europa.eu/eip/agriculture/en/find-connect/projects/protecting-farmland-pollinators
https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/projects/protecting-farmland-pollinators/
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• Water-based Citizen Science Work Programme 

 
1. Who the contract  is with? 

o The Water-based Citizen Science project, made up of the Explore Your Shore and Dragonfly 
Ireland projects are part of the same three-year NBDC citizen science project funded by the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).  

o The contract is signed between EPA & Compass Informatics, current incumbent of the NBDC 
contract. 

2. A short description of each project:  
o Explore Your Shore is a Citizen Science project funded by the Environmental Protection 

Agency focused on increasing our knowledge of the distribution of our intertidal species, 
exploring their potential as bio-indicators of water quality and climate change, and high-
lighting actions we can all take to tackle water pollution and climate change.  

o Dragonfly Ireland 2019 – 2024 is an all-Ireland survey run jointly by the National Biodiversity 
Data Centre and by the Centre for Environmental Data and Recording in Northern Ireland. 
Its goals are: 

▪ Achieve an increase in validated Dragonfly and Damselfly species records               
contributing towards a 2024 Dragonfly Ireland Atlas. 

▪ Obtain a visual assessment of habitat quality at surveyed sites. 

▪ Assess of the value of Dragonflies and Damselflies as bio-indicators of freshwater 
habitat quality and climate change. 

▪ Prepare an updated Red List of dragonflies and damselflies of Ireland. 

▪ Train and support a network of experienced dragonfly recorders in Ireland. 

▪ Highlight the importance of monitoring water quality, habitat quality and climate 
change in freshwater ecosystems in Ireland and promote practical measures we as 
individuals can take to reduce these impacts. 

3. When it started and when it ends: 
o The Water-based Citizen Science project (Explore Your Shore & Dragonfly Ireland): The    

Explore Your Shore and Dragonfly Ireland projects (valued at €49,000 pa) are part of the 
same three-year NBDC citizen science project funded by the EPA. The project covers the   
period 2019, 2020 and 2021. The funding for 2019 and 2020 has been provided already by 
the EPA. The EPA expects that project funding for 2021 will be allocated towards the end of 
2020. The programme runs until 31 December 2021. 

4. What the Data Centre responsibilities are. 
o The Water-based Citizen Science project (Explore Your Shore & Dragonfly Ireland): 

The  Environmental Protection Agency currently contracts the incumbent contractor 
to deliver this programme and awards a research grant for this purpose. The re-
search is carried out in the premises leased by the Contracting Authority for the pur-
poses of the NBDC programme. This research grant, which funds the Citizen Science 
Work Programme, and which is in line with the strategic objectives of the National 
Biodiversity Action Plan is funded separately from the core contract.  
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• All Ireland Pollinator Plan  
 

1. A short description of the project: 
o The All-Ireland Pollinator Plan is about all of us, from farmers to local authorities, to 

schools, gardeners and businesses, coming together to try to create an Ireland where 
pollinators can survive and thrive.   

2. When it started and when it ends: 
The All-Ireland Pollinator Plan: The first plan covers the period 2015-20201, As the     current plan expires 
at the end of 2020, this output falls outside the core service delivery for this RFT. It is anticipated that an 
All-Ireland Pollinator Plan covering the period 2021-2025 will be implemented by the      successful 
tenderer. The  resourcing requirements  will depend on what is included in the published Plan. 

What the Data Centre responsibilities are. 

o Implementation of the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 2015-2020 is coordinated by the Na-
tional Biodiversity Data Centre. A Project Officer position was funded by The Heritage 
Council and Bord Bía from 2016 to 2019. In 2020,a new position  local community polli-
nator  Project Officer position has been funded by SuperValu (part of the Musgrave 
group). 

o  

3. Under the aegis of the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 2015-2020 there have been  three separate funding 
supports: 

i) Bord Bia & Heritage Council/DCHG – Agri-Business & Heritage Officer/LA 
Pollinator Support. This funding from the two organizations amounted to 
€60,000 inc VAT in 2019. This funded the employment of a Pollinator Plan 
Project Officer to engage with and support local community groups to deliver 
on the ground actions for pollinators. including resource development and  
training to local groups. It also involved working with the Heritage and 
Biodiversity Officers to roll out the special pollinator award in the Tidy Towns 
competition.. The position has not been activated  in 2020 due to the 
COVID19 situation. 

ii) ii) Musgraves – Tidy Towns Pollinator Initiative The project value in 2020 is 
€55,000 ex VAT (€67,650 GROSS) and funding supports a Local Community 
Pollinator Project Officer post on an agreed work programme for this year.  

 

iii) Dept. of Agriculture, Food & Marine – Funding for production of resources, 
including publications, for All-Ireland Pollinator Plan. The project value in 2020 is 
€12,195 ex VAT (€15,000 GROSS). 

This supports the production of resources for the plan include guidance notes for 
different sectors such as Tidy Towns Groups, faith communities, schools. etc 

 

 
1 https://pollinators.ie/ 

https://pollinators.ie/
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National Parks and Wildlife Service - The Irish Vegetation Classification Scheme – 
Publication. 

1. Who the Additional Project is with: 
o The National Parks and Wildlife Service (Department of Culture, Heritage & the Gael-

tacht).   

2.  A short description of each project: 
The Irish Vegetation Classification will be completed by Q4 2020. The NBDC website hosts the classifi-
cation system and associated technical reports. The National Parks and Wildlife Service are commit-
ted to funding an overview publication of The Irish Vegetation Classification in Q4 2020. The content 
for the report will be drafted by the external consultants who derived the Classification system. 
In relation to the NBDC tender the successful tender will be required to upload this NPWS-funded 
publication to the NBDC website and participate in any associated press releases and social media up-
dates. 

Tenderers are asked to set out how they will ensure the inclusion of this publication on the 
website alongside the core contracts.   

3. When it started and when it ends: 
This element is expected to begin in Q4 2020 and end in 2021.  

4. What the Data Centre responsibilities are. 

The National Vegetation Database and online tool will be maintained by the Centre as part of the core 
contract work thereafter. 
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 Collaboration agreement with the South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI).  

1. Who  is the  Additional Project with. 

o South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI).2 

2. A short description of each project: 
o A collaboration agreement exists for knowledge exchange between SANBI and the 

NBDC.  No funding or contractual obligations exist between the parties. The           
formulation and signing of the Agreement builds on existing working links and will 
formalise a much closer working relationship between Ireland and South Africa.  

3. When it started and when it ends: 
o The collaboration agreement was formally signed on the fringes of the Global Biodi-

versity Information Facility meeting in Kilkenny in October 2018; there is no sunset 
clause in place. 

4. What the Data Centre responsibilities are. 

o The Collaboration Agreement covers three areas; 

a. Development of research infrastructures, 

b. 2. Advancement of data science, biodiversity assessment and monitoring, and pol-
icy advice, and 

c. Collaboration on funding proposals to support special initiatives. 

 

At present there are no active engagements under these headings. 

 

 

 

__  

 

 
2 https://www.sanbi.org/ 
 

https://www.sanbi.org/

